A Cloud of Witnesses

March, 2006

(Antiochian Women’s Month)





The season of the virtues now has come & the Judge is at the door. Let us not hold back with darkened face, but let us keep the Fast, offering tears, contrition & almsgiving; & let us cry: Our sins are more in number than  the sand of the sea; but Deliverer of all, forgive each one of us, that we may receive an incorruptible crown.
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The month of March has been designated as “Antiochian Women’s Month”, with the Feast of the Annunciation, March 25th, as their patronal festival. The following is a re-telling of the story of Annunciation of the archangel Gabriel to the all-Holy, ever-virgin Mary, the Theotokos, that she would give birth to our Lord & God, the Savior of all, & the events surrounding it. 
From the Protoevangelium of James

And her parents went down marveling & praising the Lord God, because the child had not turned back.
 And Mary was in the temple of the Lord as if she were a dove that dwelt there, & she received food from the hand of an angel. And when she was 12 years old there was held a council of the priests, saying: Behold, Mary has reached the age of 12 years in the temple of the Lord. What then shall we do with her, test perchance she defile the sanctuary of the Lord? And they said to the high priest: Thou standest by the altar of the Lord; go in, & pray concerning her; & whatever the Lord shall manifest unto thee, that also will we do. And the high priest went in, taking the robe with the 12 bells into the holy of holies; & he prayed concerning her. And behold an angel of the Lord stood by him, saying unto him: Zacharias, Zacharias, go out & assemble the widowers of the people, & let them bring each his rod; & to whomsoever the Lord shall show a sign, his wife shall she be. And the heralds went out through all the circuit of Judaea, & the trumpet of the Lord sounded, & all ran. And Joseph, throwing away his axe, went out to meet them; & when they had assembled, they went away to the high priest, taking with them their rods. And he, taking the rods of all of them, entered into the temple & prayed; & having ended his prayer, he took the rods & came out & gave them to them: but there was no sign in them, & Joseph took his rod last; &, behold, a dove came out of the rod & flew upon Joseph's head. And the priest said to Joseph, Thou hast been chosen by lot to take into thy keeping the virgin of the Lord. But Joseph refused, saying: I have children, & I am an old man, & she is a young girl. I am afraid lest I become a laughing-stock to the sons of lsrael. And the priest said to Joseph: Fear the Lord thy God, & remember what the Lord did to Dathan & Abiram & Korah; how the earth opened, & they were swallowed up on account of their contradiction. And now fear, O Joseph, lest the same things happen in thy house. And Joseph was afraid & took her into his keeping. And Joseph said to Mary: Behold, I have received thee from the temple of the Lord; & now I leave thee in my house & go away to build my buildings, & I shall come to thee. The Lord will protect thee. And there was a council of the priests, saying: Let us make a veil for the temple of the Lord
. And the priest said: Call to me the undefiled virgins of the family of David. And the officers went away & sought & found 7 virgins. And the priest remembered the child Mary, that she was of the family of David & undefiled before God. And the officers went away & brought her. And they brought them into the temple of the Lord. And the priest said: Choose for me by lot who shall spin the gold & the white & the fine linen & the silk & the blue & the scarlet & the true purple. And the true purple & the scarlet fell to the lot of Mary, & she took them & went away to her house. And at that time Zacharias was dumb, & Samuel was in his place until the time that Zacharias spake. And Mary took the scarlet & span it. And she took the pitcher & went out to fill it with water. And, behold, a voice saying: Hail, thou who hast received grace; the Lord is with thee; blessed art thou among women! & she looked round, on the right hand & on the left, to see whence this voice came. And she went away, trembling, to her house & put down the pitcher; & taking the purple, she sat down on her seat & drew it out. And, behold, an angel of the Lord stood before her, saying: Fear not, Mary; for thou hast found grace before the Lord of all, & thou shalt conceive, according to His word. And she hearing, reasoned with herself, saying: Shall I conceive by the Lord, the living God? And shall I bring forth as every woman brings forth? And the angel of the Lord said: Not so, Mary; for the power of the Lord shall overshadow thee: wherefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of the Most High. And thou shalt call His name Jesus, for He shall save His people from their sins. And Mary said: Behold, the servant of the Lord before His face: let it be unto me according to thy word. And she made the purple & the scarlet & took them to the priest. And the priest blessed her, & said: Mary, the Lord God hath magnified thy name, & thou shall be blessed in all the generations of the earth. And Mary, with great joy, went away to Elizabeth her kinswoman & knocked at the door. And when Elizabeth heard her, she threw away the scarlet & ran to the door & opened it; & seeing Mary, she blessed her, & said: Whence is this to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? for, behold, that which is in me leaped & blessed thee. But Mary had forgotten the mysteries of which the archangel Gabriel had spoken & gazed up into heaven & said: Who am I, O Lord, that all the generations of the earth should bless me? And she remained 3 months with Elizabeth; & day by day she grew bigger. And Mary being afraid, went away to her own house & hid herself from the sons of Israel. And she was 16 years old when these mysteries happened. 

The Synaxis of the Archangel Gabriel
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The Archangel Gabriel was chosen by the Lord to announce to the Virgin Mary about the Incarnation of the Son of God from Her, to the great rejoicing of all mankind. Therefore, on the day after the Feast of the Annunciation, the day on which the All-Pure Virgin is glorified, we give thanks to the Lord, & we venerate His messenger Gabriel, who contributed to the mystery of our salvation. Gabriel, the holy Commander-in-chief of the Heavenly Hosts, is a faithful servant of the Almighty God. He announced the future Incarnation of the Son of God to those of the Old Testament; he inspired the Prophet Moses to write the Pentateuch (1st 5 books of the Old Testament), he announced the coming tribulations of the Chosen People to the Prophet Daniel (Dan. 8:16, 9:21-24); he appeared to St Anna (July 25) with the news that she would give birth to the Virgin Mary. He remained with the Holy Virgin Mary when She was a child in the Temple of Jerusalem & watched over Her throughout Her earthly life. He appeared to the Priest Zachariah, foretelling the birth of the Forerunner of the Lord, St John the Baptist. The Lord sent him to St Joseph the Betrothed in a dream, to reveal to him the mystery of the Incarnation of the Son of God from the All-Pure Virgin Mary & warned him of the wicked intentions of Herod, ordering him to flee into Egypt with the divine Infant & His Mother. When the Lord prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane before His Passion, the Archangel Gabriel, whose very name signifies "Man of God" (Luke 22:43), was sent from Heaven to strengthen Him. The Myrrh-Bearing Women heard from the Archangel the joyous news of Christ's Resurrection (Matt. 28:1-7, Mark 16:1-8). Mindful of the manifold appearances of the holy Archangel Gabriel & of his zealous fulfilling of God's will, & confessing his intercession for Christians before the Lord, the Orthodox Church calls upon its children to pray to the great Archangel with faith & love. The Synaxis of the Holy Archangel Gabriel is also celebrated on July 13. All the angels are commemorated on Nov. 8.
News of the Parish Council (Sun., Feb. 19th)

* Elizabeth Johnson has agreed to serve the balance of the term for the reader Andrew.

* Patrick Bell noted that there was a deficit for January of $151.00 & that to date, 16-17 pledge cards have been received. 

* When questions as to why plant expenses were over budget, Patriarch Bell noted that these are normally lower in the summer months & thus balance out.

* There was considerable discussion as to a sound system. 2 bids have thus far been received. We are awaiting a 3rd. There was concern expressed that whatever system is chosen must be portable.

* There was also discussion as to the monies raised toward vestments for Fr. Elia, the Alaskan seminarian whom we support together with St. Mary, Wichita; Ss. Peter & Paul, Topeka; & St. Mary Magdalene, Manhattan, & for Fr. Christopher Morris. It was decided to await Fr. Daniel’s return before acting on these matters.

* It was reported that the surgeon who was to operate on Kristen Pantle determined that surgery was not needed at this time. She was fitted with special lenses that provide 20/40 vision. There are special funds set aside which can assist the family with all the expenses entailed in the matter.

News from St. Mary Magdalene

The Mission’s annual meeting was held on Jan. 14. Besides ratifying the budget for the new year & taking a decision to make some additional budget items—sacristy supplies & ‘capital improvements’, both for the Mission’s collection of icons & service books & for St. Mary Magdalene House, the primary focus of the discussion was outreach to the surrounding community. Marian Moore agreed to actively pursue liasons with the Ft. Riley Chaplain’s Office. John Mai’s first St. Stephen’s Course project will be to offer a series of classes “Praying the Psalms with Understanding” on Fridays during Great Lent: besides edifying the faithful, we hope the Scriptural emphasis will create interest in the surrounding community. Decisions of the Mission Council to pursue a return to Manhattan by Subdeacon Herb Hamm & an iconography exhibition with related events were ratified. The Mission will serve Forgiveness Vespers on Cheesefare Sun. (March 5) at 5:30 PM, followed by the usual ‘farewell to milk’ pot-luck. During Great Lent, the Mission will offer Lenten services on Mondays & Wednesdays (Great Compline) & Fridays (Small Compline with the Akathist Hymn) at 6:30 PM, with the exception of the 5th Fri. of Lent (April 7) when Compline will begin at 5:30 PM, & the 6th Fri. of Lent (April 14) when we will offer a Presanctified Liturgy, also beginning at 5:30. Fri. services during Lent will be followed by a Lenten pot-luck & Praying the Psalms with Understanding—a series of classes offered by John Mai, to be announced to the community at large for 7:30 PM. On the 4th Fri., of Great Lent, Fr. Daniel will be with us for the Akathistos. He will be available for confessions, 5:30-6:30. On the following day, Sat., April 1st, His Grace Basil, Bishop of Wichita will be with us & celebrate the Divine Liturgy for the first time in our present facilities.
News of the Parish & Diocese
Sat., March 18th: Retreat with Mother Cassiana, “The Meaning of Lent”, 2:00am. Mother Cassiana will also hold a Question/Answer Session following Great Vespers at 5:30pm. A meal will be served. On Sunday morning, March 19th, Mother will spend time with our Sunday Schoolers.

March 31st-April 1st: St. Mary’s Wichita Lenten Retreat; Retreat Theme: “Creating a Mission Minded Parish”’; retreat master: Fr. Luke Veronis (Fr. Luke served for some time as a missionary in post-Communist Albania), Pastor, Ss. Constantine & Helen Greek Orthodox Church, Webster, Mass. 

April 1st -2nd : Annual Visitation by His Grace Basil, Bishop of Wichita & Mid-America

April 1st: Deadline for submissions to the arts contests for the Diocese

Fri., April 7th-Sun., 9th: Annual St. George Men's Retreat with Bishop BASIL
Sun., April 16th: Entrance of the Lord into Jerusalem; Palm Sunday
Sun., April 23rd: The Holy & Great Pascha (Passover) of the Lord.

Sat., April  29th: Annual Big Fat Greek Banquet. Ticket & information to be available soon.

June 15th-18th: 2nd Annual Parish Life Conference of the Diocese of Wichita & Mid-America, hosted by St. George parish, El Paso, TX..

June 25th-July 1st: Camp St. Raphael: Session 1

July 2nd-July 8th:  Camp St. Raphael: Session 2 
July 17th-21st: Bienniel Clergy Symposium (Antiochian Village)

Sat., Aug. 26th:  Blessing of the Vineyard
Prayer Requests: 
· Fr. Thomas Neustrom, whose condition continues to weaken.
· Bill (Basil) Sabo, who is recovering from surgery to correct 3 aneurisms.

· Jerod Grantham, father of Justina Houchin, who is recovering from a broken neck.

· Kh. Joanne (wife of Fr. John Abdullah, editor of The Word), who is suffering from ovarian cancer.

· Matushka Margarita (mother of Fr. Seraphim Giseti), nearing her final days.

· Our shut-ins. Sophia Osborn, Catherine Stavropoulos & Richard (James) & Rikki (Joseph-Mary) Hale.
· Our seminarians: 

1. Fr. Christopher Morris, who was ordained to the Holy Priesthood on Sat., Feb. 18th, by His Grace Bishop Basil in the Chapel of St. Tikhon’s Orthodox Seminary/Monastery, South Canaan, Pa, where Fr. Christopher & his wife Abastasia are studying theology. Congratulations may be sent to: 98 Washington St., Carbondale, PA 18407) A slide show of the ordination can be viewed at http://www.stots.edu/news_060222_3.html
2. Fr. Elia Larson & his family, 

3. Reader Paul Sidebottom, instructor at St. Herman's Semina*ry, Kodiak, Alaska

· Kh. Lilija (Veronica) Vreeland, wife of Fr. Philip Vreeland, who continues with radiation therapy.

· Cindy Foster, daughter of Eleanor Smith, suffering from a non-cancerous brain tumor.

· For the repose of the soul of Margaret Yetter, step-mother of Sub-deacon David Yetter, who reposed on Tues, Sept. 27th.

· For the repose of the soul of Janet Johnson, sister of Johna Walker, who reposed on Sat., Oct. 22nd.
· For the repose of the soul of Mary Lucille Hatfield, mother of Fr. Chad Hatfield, who reposed on Tues., Jan. 31st
God Grant You Many, Many Blessed Years!

Names' Days
David Innes, David Yetter & David Litchfield (Our Venerable Father David, Bishop of Menevia, March 1), Fr. Chad Hatfield  (Our Father among the Saints Chad, Bishop of Lichfield,  March 2), Allison Muchow (Our Venerable Mother Anastasia of Alexandria, March 10), Willis Bell (Our Venerable Father Patrick, Evangelizer of Ireland, March 17) 

& Janine Walker  (Our Venerable Father John of Sinai, Author of The Ladder of Divine Ascent, March 30).

Birthdays
Linda Innes (March 1), Nik Stavropoulos (March 6), Jeff Walker (March 7), Willis Bell (March 10 ),Grant Hays & Addie Houchin (March 16), Casey Law & William Sabo (March 17), Alexander Bahrim, Craig Shwery & David Litchman (March 18) & Alison Archer (March 21).
Wedding Anniversaries

David & Lynda Innes (March 10). 






� The Protoevangelium of James based on traditions circulated within the earliest Christian community, was probably written about 150 AD. Although it has never been included in any canon of Holy Scripture, it has always enjoyed great popularity & a degree of authority among Christians, particularly those of the East. 


� It was on her 3rd birthday that the parents of the all-holy Theotokos bid their final farewell to their beloved daughter, entrusting her to the High Priest of the Temple


� The veil referred to would be that which separated the holy place, wherein the priests ministered, especially at the offering of the incense, and the Holy of Holies, where the High Priest entered only once in the year on the Day of Atonement. The veil had screened the Ark of the Covenant & the inner sanctuary from the sight of all except the High Priests. The veil was 200 square meters and heavily & richly embroidered with depictions of cherubim & of the heavenly bodies. It was so large that, should it be defiled, 300 priests here needed to cleanse it. It is this very veil which was rent in 2 at the moment of our Savior’s death upon the Cross (Matt. 27:50-52, Mark 15:38, Luke 23:45). After the destruction of the Temple in 70 AD, it was taken by the Roman Emperor Trajan as part of the booty. 





