A Cloud of Witnesses

January, 2006


When Thou wast baptized in the Jordan, O Lord, the worship of the Trinity was made manifest; for the voice of the Father bare witness to Thee, calling Thee His beloved Son. And the Spirit in the form of a dove confirmed the certainty of the word. O Christ our God, Who hast appeared and hast enlightened the world, glory be to Thee.
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Christmas & Theophany

This season tends to be one of those times when we Orthodox Christians are bombarded by many questions from our non-Orthodox friends & families
: When do you Orthodox celebrate Christmas? Why do you celebrate Jan. 6th as the Baptism of Christ? When do you people exchange gifts, etc.? I think it may prove helpful & informative to examine some of these issues, which, though not so important in themselves, tend to provoke questions.

A Tale of Two Calendars

First, there is the issue of the 2 calendars: the Julian & the Gregorian. The following is excerpted from Wikipedia, the on-line encyclopedia:

 The Julian calendar was introduced in 46 BC by Julius Caesar & took force in 45 BC. It was chosen after consultation with the Alexandrian astronomer Sosigenes & was probably designed to approximate the tropical year, known at least since Hipparchus. It has a regular year of 365 days divided into 12 months, & a leap day added to Feb. every 4 years. Hence the Julian year is on average 365.25 days long…However, too many leap days are added with respect to the astronomical seasons on this scheme. On average, the astronomical solstices & the equinoxes advance by about 11 minutes per year against the Julian year, causing the calendar to gain a day about every 134 years. While Hipparchus & presumably Sosigenes were aware of the discrepancy, although not its correct value, it was evidently felt to be of little importance. 

Thus, the Julian Calendar was a little too long, causing the vernal equinox to slowly drift backwards in the calendar year. By the 16th century, this seemingly slight discrepancy had led the Julian calendar vernal equinox to be 10 days later than that set by the 1st Ecumenical Council in Nicaea in 325 according to the Alexandrian reckoning: March 21
. 
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A modification of the Julian calendar was first proposed by the Neapolitan doctor Aloysius Lilius & was decreed with a Papal Bull by Pope Gregory XIII, hence, the Gregorian Calendar, on 24 Feb. 1582. Thus in 1582, Oct. 4th was followed by Oct. 15th. Even Roman Catholic countries adopted this Gregorian reform gradually, & it was long resisted in Protestant & Orthodox counties. The British Empire, including its colonies here in North America only adopted the Gregorian calendar in 1752. Alaska, then still part of the Russian Empire, continued to follow the Julian calendar until its purchase by the US in 1867. In Russia, though the civil calendar was changed to the Gregorian in 1918, the Church continued to maintain the Julian calendar, now 13 days later than the Gregorian. The Greek state adopted the Gregorian calendar only in 1923 & began to pressure the Church to comply. At a Pan-Orthodox Conference in Constantinople in May of that year a compromise Revised Julian Calendar was proposed. 

According to the Revised Julian Calendar fixed dates would agree with those of the Gregorian calendar until the year 2800. This compromise was adopted by the Orthodox Churches of Constantinople, Alexandria & Africa, Antioch (including our own Archdiocese), Cypress, Greece, Bulgaria, Romania, Poland, of the Czech & Slovak Republics & their diasporas. Hence in 1923, Oct. 1st was followed by Oct. 14th. It must be stressed that this “compromise” applied only to the fixed dates of the calendar: Christmas (Dec. 25), Theophany (Jan. 6), Purification (Feb. 2), Dormition (Aug. 15), etc. The Churches of Russia, the Ukraine, Belo-Russia, Georgia, Serbia & the Patriarchate of Jerusalem did not accept this Revised Julian Calendar & hence celebrate the fixed feasts 13 day later than their Mediterranean brethren. Thus Christmas according to the Julian calendar would correspond to Jan. 7th on the Gregorian, Theophany would correspond to Jan. 19th, Purification to Feb. 15th, Dormition to Aug. 28th. Though we in the Antiochian Archdiocese do not celebrate on the same day as Orthodox Christians in Jerusalem, we both recognize the same date; we merely use 2 different calendars.

However, as noted above difference as to the dates upon which feasts are celebrated applies only to those which have a fixed date. For all Orthodox
, even those who follow the Western Rite, the movable feasts (Lent, Holy Week, Pascha, Ascension, Pentecost, etc.), all of which depend upon the date of Pascha, are set according to the Julian calendar. 
Why does the Church Celebrate Christmas on Dec. 25th
& Theophany on Jan. 6th?

It has been stated repeatedly that the reason Christians celebrate the Nativity of Christ on Dec. 25th is 2-fold: (a) to replace the Roman pagan celebration of the Saturnalia & (b) because from the mid-3rd century the Roman emperor’s had celebrated the feast of Sol Invictus (the Unconquerable Sun) on Dec. 25th, hence the Christians sought to replace this with the celebration of the Nativity of the Sun of Righteousness, Christ our God
. The Jan. 6th date is also generally written off as being dependent upon an ancient Egyptian ritual calendar according to which in 1900 BC the winter solstice fell on Jan. 6th. This has often, as intended, led many secularized Christians to question the importance of the celebration of the Incarnation of God, & of the Incarnation itself, because, “it is merely a Christianization of paganism”. However, more careful & nuanced study of the issues involved have shown these “facts” to be totally unfounded. 

Jewish Roots of Our Christian Calendar
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The early Christians from, at least, the 2nd century had very clear beliefs about the dates of the Passion of Christ as well as His Conception (the Annunciation), His Nativity according to the flesh & His Baptism in the Jordan. Further these dates were in no way based upon a pagan foundation.

All of these dates were dependent upon the date of our Lord’s Cross & Passion. Christ’s Passion, according to the Gospel of St. John, occurred on the 14th of the Jewish month of Nisan, when the paschal lambs were being sacrificed for the Passover meal which would take place on the evening of 14th-15th Nisan. As long as the Temple stood, Christians Whether of Jewish & or Gentile background would have a set day on which to celebrate the Savior’s Passion, However, with the Temple’s destruction in 70 AD, confusion reigned. The Jewish calendar was lunar, with 12 months of only 29 days each. In order to insure that the feasts at least be celebrated at the appropriate season, it was necessary to insert, from time to time, a 13th month. The post-Temple authorities then emerging within Judaism were resolutely hostile toward Christianity. The final break with Judaism came near the end of the 1st Christian century. By that time the majority of Christians were Gentiles. Christians now adopted the Julian solar Calendar. 

The Eastern Solution
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How to reconcile the 2 & still honor the Lord’s Passion on the most authentic date. The first evidence for a solution we have comes from Asia Minor (the modern Turkish Aegian coast). It was the great apostle St. John the Theologian who evangelized these lands & who presided as bishop of its great metropolis of Ephesus. The Julian month which most clearly approximated the Jewish month of Nisan was Artemisios. The form of the Julian calendar used in Asia began with Sept. 23 being counted as the 1st of that month, a pattern followed in succeeding months. Thus if the month of Artemisios began on the equivalent of March 24, the 14th of Artemios would fall on April 6th. Thus, among the Christians of the East in general April 6th came to be regarded as the equivalent of the Jewish Passover on 14th Nisan. The Christians also inherited from their Jewish elders the tradition that the great prophets’ deaths were the anniversaries of their births. The Christians of the East applied this to the Savior’s Passion but with a significant difference. They estimated that the Lord’s Passion coincided, not with the anniversary of His birth according to the flesh, but with His Conception in the pure womb of His ever-virgin Mother. That being the case, they reckoned His Nativity according to the flesh to be on Jan. 6th, 9 months after His Conception. Clement of Alexandria, writing at the end of the 2nd, beginning of the 3rd cent., gives the date of Christ’s birth according to the flesh in Bethlehem as Jan. 6th, 2 BC. In general the East also held that Christ’s Baptism would have occurred on His 30th birthday, thus identifying Jan. 6th with both His Nativity & His Baptism. In general in the East this unitive feast on Jan. 6th was called either the Theophany (meaning “the manifestation of God”) or the Day of Lights

The Western Solution
Faced with the same problem of trying to reconcile the Jewish lunar & the Julian solar calendars, the West, at least from the 3rd century, in Rome & North Africa reckoned March 25th as the actual date of the Lord’s Passion
. Applying that same logic as above, one originally derived from Jewish sources, in the West in general March 25th was considered to be the date of Christ’s Passion as well as His Conception, which would mean that His Nativity according to the flesh occurred on Dec. 25th. In general, the theme of Christ’s Baptism did not play a predominate role in Western practice. 

Reconciliation of Eastern & Western Practice
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In the 4th century, with the establishment of Christianity & its official patronage by the Roman emperors, there was a growing awareness of the difference in dating. Some of this was occasioned by easier communications while much also came from the frequent exile of Orthodox bishops during the time when the Arian heresy enjoyed imperial favor (325-381). Beginning in the 2nd half of the 4th century & continuing throughout the 5th century, there took place the adoption of both dates. In the West, except for a few places such as Gaul (France) & North Italy, especially in Milan, were Eastern influences were great, the Baptism of Christ played no great role.
 Therefore, in general Epiphany on Jan. 6th, after its adoption came to be seen as an extension of the Lord’s Nativity, with emphasis being placed upon the revelation or manifestation of the Lord to the Gentiles in the persons of the 3 Magi, a theme which in the East continued to be association with the Nativity itself.

In the East, the Western association of Dec. 25th with the Nativity of the Lord was generally quickly accepted. The theme of Christ’s Baptism remained firmly attached to the celebration of Jan. 6th. Two Eastern sees, Jerusalem & Alexandria, Egypt, however, long insisted on the ancient unitive celebration on Jan. 6th; in Jerusalem the primary association with Jan. 6th being the commemoration of Christ’s Nativity while in Egypt it was the Baptism. Finally the Emperor Justin II (565-578) decreed that throughout the empire both the feasts of Dec. 25th & Jan. 6th be celebrated in all Churches. 

Only one church, largely beyond the control of the empire, that of Armenia, continued to maintain the ancient Eastern practice of celebrating one single feast on Jan. 6th which celebrated both Christ’s Nativity according to the flesh & His Baptism. To this very day, they are the only Christians to maintain this ancient practice.
Annual Parish Meeting
The financial statement was distributed. Patrick Bell, our treasurer, noted that both our expenses & our income exceeded our amended budget for the year 2005. Fr. Daniel noted that we were able to meet & exceed our budget because of the generosity of parishioners who stepped forward & covered a number of costs which, though not included in the budget, were necessary, i.e., sacristy expenses, Archdiocesan trays, etc.

Choir: Seraphima thanked the choir for their devotion. All agreed that our choir is one of the great assets of All Saints.

Religious Education: Since the beginning of October we have had our religious education program on Sunday morning following Coffee Hour: (1) preteens, taught by Justina Houchin & Adrienne Gapter (2) Teens/SOYO taught by readers Jeremiah Houchin & Andrew Walker & (3) the adults, led by Fr. Daniel. The program seems to be working very well at all levels. Fr. Daniel reminded all of the special scholarships to the Church summer camping program offered by the Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch. This passed year only 2 of our youths took advantage of the program, both from St. Mary Magdalene: Noah McCallum & Stefan Nagy. Ashley Houshin was a counselor.

Antiochian Women: Kh. Lukie & Elizabeth Johnson are our co-presidents; they have provided funds for the Christian education program. Their booth at the wine blessing made over $300, & they raised funds from the rummage sale.
Wine Festival: The parish expressed its gratitude to Justina Houchin, chairperson, & John Stavropoulos & Bill Fekas. This is our major & very successful fund raiser.

Big Fat Greek Dinner: Gratitude was likewise expressed to reader John Lambert & Bill Fekas for a very successful event.

Fr. Daniel: He reminded us that on Dec. 15th our diocese of Wichita & Mid-America celebrates the first anniversary of its establishment. He thanked first of all Fr. Thomas &, of course, Kh. Lukie for their constant care, love & assistance. He then thanked others who have played a strong role in our parish life: first the Parish Council with their chairman, reader Jeremiah Houchin; the choir, especially the leader, Seraphima Berquist; the altar servers, especially the readers Roman Russin & Jeremiah Houchin. 

Membership Assessment: Our new Archdiocesan assessment will be of 8%of all our income (excluding trays, charities, either Archdiocesan, such as that for Hurricane Katina or local, & mortgages for the construction of new buildings which are to be begun within the next year); in 2007, it will rise to 9%. Our own Parish Council, after considering this very carefully, decided to increase our per-baptized soul assessment from $35 to $40. If we were to attempt to institute the mandate received from the Archdiocese it would mean that we would not be able to operate; the $40 will help us pay the Archdiocese assessment.  We will submit to Archdiocese a very careful & accurate picture of our financial situation & seek a special dispensation. Fr. noted our pledge forms include the $40 assessment fee. Fr. Daniel noted anyone over 18 who does not pay the assessment & make a pledge cannot receive the benefits of membership (the right to vote or hold parish office, free use of the hall & temple for weddings, etc.). 

Icon Project: Great concern was expressed to resume this project. The committee will contact Jan Isham & proceed as expeditiously as possible.

Budget for 2006: After its presentation, there was discussion regarding certain details & particularly certain issues of mathematics. Fr. Daniel noted that Fr. Thomas has saved us much money by securing mowing & plowing services from the mission; Fr. Thomas donated a tractor & plow to them in exchange for mowing & plowing. The budget was moved & passed.
Election of New Parish Council Members: 
· Three terms expire: Lawrence Gapter, Elizabeth Johnson, Patrick Bell.

· Nominees: Janet Leopold, Roman Russin, Seraphima Berquist. It was asked whether distance may be a problem for Janet; Father noted she is here more often than some current council members.

· Monica moved we accept Fr. Daniel’s nominees. Reader John seconded.

· Father explained Elizabeth will serve as the Antiochian Women’s representative, & Patrick will continue as treasurer.  The new members will be sworn in on January.
News of the Parish
Wed., Feb. 1st: Eve of the Feast of the Presentation of Christ in the Temple.



Vesperal Divine Liturgy (followed by the Lesser sanctification of Waters), 6:00pm
Tues. Feb. 7th-Fri., Feb. 10th: Annual Clergy Retreat, with retreat master, His Eminence Nathaniel (Popp), Archbishop of Detroit & the Romanian Episcopate for the Orthodox Church in America, will speak to the theme, "ONE, HOLY, CATHOLIC & APOSTOLIC CHURCH: Orthodox Ecclesiology & Administrative Unity." 
Sun., Feb. 12th: Sunday of the Publican & the Pharisee; Beginning of the Triodion (No fast in the following seek)
Sat., Feb. 18th: Ordination to the Holy Priesthood of the Rev’d. Deacon Christopher Morris by His Grace Basil in the Chapel of St. Tikhon’s Seminary, South Canaan, PA. (Congratulations may be sent to: 98 Washington St., Carbondale, PA 18407, e-mail: frchristophr@yahoo.com)
Sun., Feb. 26th: Meatfare Sunday; annual Talent Show

Tues., Feb. 28th-Fri., March 4th: 1st Annual Clergy Retreat for the Diocese of Toledo & the Mid-West, Retreat Master, Fr. Daniel. 
Sun., March 5th: Cheesefare Sunday
Mon., March 6th: Pure Monday, 1st day of the Great Lenten Fast

Fri., April 7th-Sun., 9th: Annual St. George Men's Retreat with Bishop BASIL
Sun., April 16th: Entrance of the Lord into Jerusalem; Palm Sunday
Sun., April 23rd: The Holy & Great Pascha (Passover) of the Lord.

Sat., April  29th: Annual Big Fat Greek Banquet. Ticket & information to be available soon.
Prayer Requests: 
· For the newly-illumined servant of God Nathaniel, infant son of Chris & Jennifer (Russin) Klapp, baptized, Wed., Dec. 21st.

· For the newly-illumined servant of God Jacob (Braxton), infant son of Marshall & Heather (Russin) House, baptized, Wed., Dec. 21st.

· Kh. Lilija (Veronica) Vreeland, wife of Fr. Philip Vreeland, recovering cancer surgery & preparing for heart by-pass surgery.

· Henry Wagoner, brother of (Anastasia) Vi Wygal, who is in serious condition in a Cleveland Hospital after being run over by a car.

· Mrs. Lucille Hatfield (Fr. Chad's mother), is undergoing chemotherapy for non-Hodgkin's lymphoma.

· Our shut-ins. Sophia Osborn, Catherine Stavropoulos & Richard (James) & Rikki (Joseph-Mary) Hale.
· Our seminarians: 

1. Fr. Elia (priested, Sun., Nov. 13) & his family, 

2. Reader Paul Sidebottom, instructor at St. Herman's Seminary, Kodiak, Alaska

3. Fr. Deacon Christopher, Anastasia Morris & Gabriella Marie

· Cindy, Foster, daughter of Eleanor Smith, suffering from a non-cancerous brain tumor.

· For the repose of the soul of Morris Burwell, father of Johna Walker, who reposed on Mon., July 18th.

· For the repose of the soul of Najla Mufarrij, mother of His Grace Alexander, Bishop of Ottowa, Eastern Canada & Up-State New York. She fell asleep in the Lord on Tues., July 19th, in Lebanon.
· For the repose of the soul of Fr. Elias Meena, pastor of St. Luke, Solon, OH, who fell asleep in the Lord on Mon., July 26th.

· For the repose of the soul of Margaret Yetter, step-mother of Sub-deacon David Yetter, who reposed on Tues, Sept. 27th.

· For the repose of the soul of Janet Johnson, sister of Johna Walker, who reposed on Sat., Oct. 22nd.

Church Calendars: they are available for purchase in the Church Hall.
Parish Wish-List: 
· Donors toward the altar-wine ($12.00 each). Your response to this appeal would be very much appreciated!

· A sound-system for the Temple.
God Grant You Many, Many Blessed Years!

Names' Days
Basil Andreev, William Sabo & Bill Fekas (Father among the Saints Basil the Great, Archbishop of Caesarea in Cappadocia, Jan. 1st), Dena-Seraphima Berquist (Venerable Father Seraphim of Sarov, Jan. 2nd), Kjerstyn Lindren & Jennifer Klapp (Venerable Mother Genevieve of Paris, Jan. 3rd), John Stavropoulos (Holy Prophet & Forerunner John the Baptist, Jan. 7th), Anthony Ingalsbe (Venerable Father Anthony the Great, Jan. 17th), Erin Berquist (Holy Virgin-Martyr Agnes of Sicily, Jan. 21st), David Pantle (Venerable Father Maximos the Confessor, Jan. 21st) & (Father among the Saints Athanasios the Great, Patriarch of Alexandria, Jan. 28th).
Birthdays
Helen Russin & Daniel Muchow (Jan. 4th), Allison Muchow & Khouriya Lukie Neustrom (Jan. 5th), Georgette Yetter & Christen Pantle (Jan. 7th), Erin Berquist (Jan. 8th), Paula Lambert (Jan. 12th) Benjamin Lindgren (Jan. 20th) John Stavropoulos (Jan. 21st), Ari Stavropoulos (Jan. 22nd) Matthew Pantle (Jan. 24th)& Ray Russin (Jan. 25th).
Wedding Anniversaries
Fr. Chad & Khouriya Hatfield (Jan. 3rd), Stan & Phyllis Ehler (Jan. 13th) 

& Vern & Sara Osborn (Jan. 31st).






� I myself, who have been Orthodox since 1967, still get questioned every year by relatives about when I celebrate Christmas.


� The Julian calendar had already drifted backward from the timing of the equinox at the time of Our Lord which was March 25


� The singular exception to this rule is the Orthodox Church of Finland which uses the Gregorian calendar for the Paschalia as well as the fixed feasts.


� “Proof” of this is generally stated as reflected in the Emperor Constantine’s patronage of the cult of Sol Invictus & to Apollo before his conversion to Christianity.


� The difference here is that March 25th was not reckoned to be the equivalent of Passover (14th Nisan), but the specific date upon which the Passover, hence Christ’s Passion, occurred in that particular year, since the Jewish months lack the regularity of the Julian solar year.


� Because of the influence of these areas upon the development of the Western Roman liturgical tradition, Jan. 6th is actually associated with 3 themes: (1) the visit of the Magi; (2) the Baptism of Christ & (3) the Lord’s 1st miracle at the wedding in Cana. Of all these themes it is the 1st which has a resonance in popular practice. The Gospel Christ’s Baptism was traditionally appointed for the octave day, Jan. 13th.





