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Miraculous Icons of the Theotokos in North America

Throughout the Antiochian Archdiocese, March is designated as “Antiochian Women’s Month”. What better way to mark this dedication than to turn our attention to that icon which is so dear to the heart of every Orthodox Christian, but which is especially beloved to Orthodox women, the icon of our blessed & Ever-Virgin Lady Theotokos & Ever-Virgin Mary. Such icons have been an integral part of the life of the Church since the age of the Apostles, St. Luke the Evangelist being the first iconographer. The icon of our Lady & her Divine Son & Lord has been & continues to be the clearest & most eloquent proclamations of the incarnation of the pre-eternal Word, Wisdom & Son of the Father. Icons of the Theotokos instruct our minds aright, move our hearts & fill us with wonder. Yet in many instances such icons are, not only foci of subjective devotion, but sources of the loving caress & tender care of God’s Mother for those who share the life of Him Who, through her,  shared our humanity, that He might save us, her beloved Son. There have been throughout history & are very much today icons which are sources of divine healing, both of soul & body. Very often when we thank of such miraculous icons, we tend to Mother Churches: Constantinople, Antioch, Jerusalem, Russia, Serbia, etc. Few realize the great number of such miraculous icons which are to be found throughout the Orthodox Diaspora, & more specifically here in North America. The following is a review of such channels of the Holy Spirit which grace our own continent,
It is helpful perhaps to review the 3 major types of Icons of the Theotokos:

1. The Hodigitria (“She who shows the Way” or the “Directress”): in such icons the Lord & His blessed Mother are turned toward the viewer & the hand of the Theotokos points toward her Son Who said: “I am the Way, the Truth, & the Life; no man cometh unto the Father, but by Me.” (John 14:6) According to an ancient tradition of the Church, this style of icon of the Blessed Mother traces back to an original painting of her done by the Evangelist Luke. It is said that the Theotokos herself gave her blessing to this portrait, saying, “My blessing will always remain with this icon.” St. Luke is said to have sent this icon, along with the text of his Gospel, to Theophilus in Antioch. In the middle of the 5th century, this holy image was taken to the city of Constantinople by the Empress Eudoxia, as a gift to her mother-in-law Pulcheria. It was in the 9th century that the name “Hodigitria” began to be used in reference to this special icon. In the icon. One of the best-know examples of this iconic type is the famous our Lady of Kazan.
2. The glykophylousa (the “Sweet-Kissing” or “Our Lady of tenderness”): in such an icon the Lord & His blessed Mother are depicted turned toward each other, often with their cheeks touching. It illustrates, not only the love between our Lord & His Mother, but His love & tenderness for the whole of humanity of which she is the prototype, as well as the love of Christ’s holy Body, the Church for her Lord & Head. Perhaps the best-known example of this icon is Our Lady of Vladimir.
3. Our Lady of the Sign: this is an iconic depiction of Isaiah’s prophecy: “Therefore the Lord Himself shall give you a sign: Behold, a virgin shall conceive & bear a Son, & shall call His name Immanuel.” (Isaiah 7:14). The Theotokos is depicted with hands outspread in the orans or praying posture, & Christ Emmanuel is depicted in a mandorla (a circular halo around the figure of Christ) within her pure & virginal womb. Perhaps the best-known example of such an icon is that of the Kursk root Icon (see below)
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The Miraculous Icon of the Theotokos at St. Nicholas Albanian Orthodox Church Chicago

On Dec. 6th, 1986, the patronal feast of the Church, Fr. Philip Koufos arrived to prepare for Orthros & the Festal Divine Liturgy & began lighting the lamps on the iconostasis. As he began to light that before the Icon of the Blessed Virgin Mary, he stopped & thought to himself, “What are these wet streaks on the icon?” Puzzled, he was about to call out to 2 ladies at the back of the nave, thinking that someone had perhaps inadvertently splashed something on this holy icon. However, when he glanced up & gazed into the eyes of the Theotokos in an instant, he knew that the moisture on the icon was not caused by any cleaning mishap. Tears were actually welling in the eyes of the Virgin. If this were beyond comprehension, what happened next was even more awe-inspiring. Moisture began to spout from the fingers of the Virgin, causing Fr. Philip to fall prostrate before the Holy Icon. The Weeping Icon of the Theotokos at St. Nicholas Albanian Orthodox Church, which is of the type Hodigitria, was painted almost half-century ago by the iconographer Constantine Youssis
. 

The Weeping Icons of the Theotokos at St. Paul’s Greek Orthodox Church, Hempstead, Long Island, NY
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Mrs. Pagona Catsounis was praying before her Icon at her home in Island Park on the evening of March 16, 1960 she noticed a tear drop sourcing from the left eye & rolling down her cheek. On March 18th she called Fr. George Papadeas, the pastor at St. Paul who drove to her home that evening. After seeing the tears himself, he called Archbishop Iakovos who arrived at the home on March 21st. By then a small tear crystallized in the corner of the eye. She was in tears for 3 days & then stopped. After a long silent contemplation Archbishop Iakovos directed that the Icon be taken to St. Paul to be enshrined. On March 23rd a procession of many cars, carrying parishioners & clergy, drove the Icon to the Church & upon reaching its front walk, 3 white doves appeared swooping over the limousine & multitude of people who had gathered at the entrance. After the Divine Liturgy, Fr. George remarked that “A Great Sign & a Special Blessing from above has come to us ... & to the world”. St. Paul then became a Church crowned with a “Special Blessing”, & a steady stream of visitors came from near & far to venerate the Icon. On April 12, 1960 Mrs. Antonia Koulis of Oceanside noticed that her lithograph of “Panagia Portaitissa” began to cry. Fr. George, along with the parish Council president, drove to the home. Archbishop Iakovos arrived in the evening & instructed the Icon to be taken to St. Paul on Holy Thurs., April 14. Again thousands of people flocked to witness the tears of the 2nd Icon. Archbishop Iakovos wrote to the Patriarch about the events, & his reply gave an official pronouncement that the Manifestation of the Weeping Icons were “Divine Signs”. To pacify the doubters, reporters & non-believers, the second Icon was removed from its frame to see from whence the tears were emanating. There was no source of tears or moisture on the back of the lithograph. A major New York paper called & asked to have the tears analyzed at a laboratory. The results showed that “the tears were of an oily nature which couldn’t be classified among the known elements”. On May 7, 1960 Mrs. Antonia Koulis called to say that the Icon which was given to her by Bishop Athenagoras of Elaias on behalf of the parish to replace the 1 she gave to the Church was tearing profusely. This Icon, also know as Panagia Hodegetria, was placed next to the other at St. Paul. This Icon is now in possession of the Koulis daughter, but its tears, too, had been examined & unexplained. 

Update May 25, 2003
Reported in Spirit Daily.com online newspaper. A church near New York City that has reported phenomena in association with weeping icons for the past 4 decades has informed its congregation that another “miracle” has taken place, this time the apparent healing of a young boy. In its March 30 bulletin, St. Paul’s Greek Orthodox in Hempstead, Long Island, said that the pastor, Fr. Nicholas J. Magoulias, was approached by the cousin of an 8-year-old boy named Brian who was suffering from serious head tumors. The encounter took place during a tour of the church by 6th graders from a nearby school. According to the bulletin, which withheld the youngster’s name, Fr. Magoulias presented the cousin with a vial of oil from lamps that burn near 2 icons of (a) Our Lady of Perpetual Help & (b) the Lamenting Mother of God that shed tears in the 1960s. She in turn gave the holy oil to the child’s mother, who waited 2 days, apparently because the boy resisted, but then started putting it on him at night while he was asleep. “A week later the doctors told them that another tumor was growing in the top of his head,” the cousin related to parish authorities. “They said they saw it for a while, but thought it was scar tissue until they realized it was growing. So, 3 weeks after his last operation, he was now [going to undergo] another surgery. The morning of the operation the doctor took 1 last x-ray. To his amazement the tumor had shrunk considerably, in fact, it was almost completely gone. The doctor told them that he cannot explain it medically & was quite confused that the tumor should shrink so much as to almost completely disappear. He even suggested that he might not even operate. He chose to go ahead anyway. When he opened him up, the tumor was almost entirely gone & what remained were tissues.” Priests at the church told Spirit Daily they receive on average at least 2 credible reports of similar miracles each year.
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Our Lady of Cicero, IL

On April 24, 1994, the traditional Lenten Chanting echoed in the background as Fr. Nicholas Dahdal, the pastor of St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church was preparing for the Fri. evening service. Visiting priest, Fr. Douglas Wyper, & a few parishioners, who were on hand earlier that evening, noticed a small stream of fluid on the Icon of the Blessed Virgin & Mother of God. By midnight on Fri., & right before the eyes of hundreds who had arrived to witness this phenomenon, there were now 4 streams that extended to the bottom of the Icon. Thus began the manifestation of God’s might, later proclaimed a miracle by His Eminence Metropolitan Philip. Flocks of people waited for hours to visit the Icon, to ask for a blessing from her tears. Tens of thousands have made pilgrimages to the Church to pray before the Miraculous Weeping Icon, Our Lady of Cicero. More than 6 years later, the faithful continue to arrive. Fr. Nicholas believes the icon is a message from God. “Ours is an Orthodox congregation. I am a Palestinian. Most in our parishioners are from the Middle East. This is a very troubled part of the world. I believe the Icon is giving us a wake-up call—telling us to pray for the world. The world is not doing very well.” To this day the Miraculous Weeping Icon, Our Lady of Cicero, has performed many miracles. A man brings holy bread to the church every week. He first arrived in a wheelchair. He could not walk. He was healed after visiting the Icon. On the evening of Dec. 10, 1997 +at approximately 6:00p.m., a fire broke out in the front portion of the altar area of the Church. Brother Symeon, our monk & faithful guardian of the Icon, upon smelling smoke immediately notified the fire department. No one suffered any physical injury, from this fire. However, extensive damage due to the smoke & the heat was visible on the walls & some of the icons in the Church. Minor smoke damage was visible on the miraculous Icon. When deemed safe by the Fire Chief a few of the parishioners were allowed inside the Church. Relics & other items from the altar were removed, including the Chalices, the Gospel & the Antimension. Although the sight of our beloved Church brought tears to our eyes, our fear centered on the Miraculous Weeping Icon. We were able to remove it & store it in a safe place in the rectory. In what many of us feel as an extension of the miracle of the Weeping Icon, the flames managed to avoid the Iconostasis & many of our other icons. Whereas other objects such as the church organ & music stands that were located opposite the altar were partially melted, the fire seemed to circle around the icons & iconostasis. Although moved with emotion the faithful gathered in front of the Church to offer a prayer of thanksgiving. We prayed to our Lord, that through the intercessions of His Blessed Mother, we may be granted the strength & the courage to accept God’s will & the wisdom to move forward & to continue to minister to the needs of our beloved community. The community’s faith in God & their love for one another were reflected in the spirit of teamwork. Today the Church stands with a complete interior renovation, again as the shrine of our Miraculous Weeping Icon.
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The Sitka Icon of the Mother of God Located

At the Cathedral of St. Michael the Archangel in Sitka, Alaska

Is one of the most revered Icons in North America.
The Icon of Our Lady of Sitka is painted in the same style as the Kazan Mother of God Icon. It resides in the Cathedral of the Archangel Michael in Sitka, Alaska, & was a gift from the laborers of the Russian American Company in 1850, 2 years after the cathedral was built. This Icon has been attributed to a famous Iconographer, Vladimir Lukich Borovikovsky (1758-1826), a protégé of the Empress Catherine II. He was instructed at the Academy of Arts in St Petersburg, Russia. In addition to being a great portrait painter, Borovikovsky also painted many of the Icons for the Cathedral of the Kazan Icon in Saint Petersburg. Painted in the style of the Kazan Mother of God Icon, on canvas, the Sitka Mother of God Icon is 36 x 17½ inches in size. An exceptionally beautiful & detailed riza of silver covers the Icon of the Theotokos & Christ child, & the Image of God the Father blessing from above. Miracles have been attributed to the Sitka Mother of God Icon over the years. It is believed that the gaze of the eyes of the Theotokos have led to the restored health of those who prayed before the Icon. Because of the peaceful gaze of the Theotokos, the Icon has been described as a “pearl of Russian ecclesiastical art of ineffable gentleness, purity & harmony.” & “… the most beautiful face of the Mother of God with the Divine Child in her arms is so delicately & artistically done that the more one looks at it the more difficult it is to tear one’s gaze away.” Originally part of the main Iconostasis at the Cathedral of St. Michael the Archangel in Sitka, Alaska, the Icon is now permanently located on the far left side of the Iconostasis in a special place of honour.

The Wonder-working Kursk Icon of Our Lady of the Sign.
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In the 13th century, during the dreadful period of the Tartar invasion of Russia, the devastated province of Kursk was emptied of people & its principal city, Kursk, became a wilderness. Now, the residents of the city of Rylsk, which had been preserved from invasion, often journeyed to the site of Kursk to hunt wild beasts. One of the hunters, going along the bank of the river Skal, which-was not very far from ruined Kursk, noticed an icon lying face down on the ground next to the root of a tree. The hunter picked it up & found that it was an icon of the Sign, such as was enshrined & venerated in the city of Novgorod. At this time, the icon’s first miracle was worked, for no sooner had the hunter picked up the sacred image than there immediately gushed forth with great force an abundant spring of pure water. This took place on Sept. 8th in the year 1295. The hunter constructed a small wooden chapel & placed the newly manifested image of the Mother of God therein. The residents of Rylsk began to visit the place of the manifestation of this holy object, & the icon was glorified by miracles all the more. Prince Vasily Shemyaka of Rylsk ordered that the icon be brought to the city of Rylsk itself; & this was done in a solemn manner, for the people of the city went forth to meet the icon of the Mother of God; but Shemyaka himself declined to attend the festivities & for this reason was punished with blindness. The prince, however, repented & straightway received healing. Moved by this miracle, Shemyaka constructed a church in the city of Rylsk in honor of the Nativity of the All-Holy Theotokos, & there the miraculous icon was enshrined on Sept. 8th, the day of its manifestation, appointed as the annual feast date. But the icon vanished in a miraculous manner & returned to the place of its original appearance. The residents of Rylsk continually brought it back, but each time it returned to its former place. Then, understanding that the Mother of God was well pleased to dwell in the place of the manifestation of her image, they eventually left it there in peace. Innumerable pilgrimages streamed to the site, & services of supplication were celebrated there by a certain priest whose name was Bogoliub & who dwelt at the site of the wooden chapel & struggled there in asceticism. In the year 1383, the province of Kursk was subjected to a new invasion of Tartars. They decided to set fire to the chapel, but it refused to burn, even though they piled up fuel all around it, & so the superstitious barbarians fell upon the priest Bogoliub, accusing him of sorcery. The pious priest denounced their foolishness & pointed out the icon of the Mother of God to them. The malicious Tartars laid hold of the holy icon & cut it in 2, casting the pieces to either side. The chapel then caught fire & the priest Bogoliub was carried off a prisoner. In his captivity, the God-loving elder kept the Faith, placing his hope on the all-holy Mother of God, & his hope did not fail him. Now, one day as he was guarding flocks & passing the time by singing prayers & doxologies in honor of the Mother of God, there passed by some emissaries of the Tsar of Moscow. They heard this chanting, arranged to ransom the priest from captivity, & Bogoliub returned to the former site of the chapel. There he found the pieces of the miraculous icon which the Tartars had cast away. He picked them up & straightway they grew together, although the signs of the split remained. Learning of this miracle, the residents of Rylsk gave glory to God & to His all-pure Mother. Again they attempted to transfer the holy icon to their city, but once more the miraculous image returned to its former place. A new chapel was then built on the original site of the icon’s appearance, & here it remained for about 200 years. The city of Kursk was revived in the year 1597 at the command of Theodore Ivanovich of Moscow. This pious Tsar, who had heard of the miracles of the icon, expressed his desire to behold it, & in Moscow, the [image: image6.png]


icon was greeted with great solemnity. The Tsaritsa, Irene Theodorovna, adorned the holy icon with a precious riza. At the command of the Tsar, the icon was set in a silver-gilt frame upon which were depicted the Lord of Hosts & prophets holding scrolls in their hands. The icon was subsequently returned &, with the close cooperation of the Tsar, a monastery was founded on the site of the chapel. A church, dedicated to the Life-bearing Spring, was built above the same spring that had appeared when the icon was first revealed & the monastery attached to it was called the Kursk Root Herrnitage in honor of the manifestation of the icon at the root of the tree. During an invasion of Crimean Tartars, the icon was transferred to the cathedral church of Kursk, & an exact copy was left at the Hermitage. Tsar Boris Godunov bestowed many precious gifts for the adornment of the icon & even the pretender, the false Dimitry, who desired to call attention to himself & to win the support of those who lived in the vicinity of Kursk, venerated this icon & placed it in the royal mansions where it remained until the year 1615. While the icon was absent from the city of Kursk, the grace-bearing aid of the Mother of God did not forsake that city, for when in the year 1612 the Poles laid siege to Kursk, certain of the citizens beheld the Mother of God & 2 radiant monks above the city. Captured Poles related that they, too, had beheld a woman & 2 radiant men on the city walls & that this woman made threatening gestures at those who were conducting the siege. The citizens then made a vow to construct a monastery in honor of the all-holy Theotokos & to place the miraculous icon therein. The besiegers were quickly put to flight & in gratitude to their heavenly helper; the people of Kursk built a monastery in honor of the all-holy Theotokos of the Sign. In 1676, the icon of the Mother of God of the Sign was borne to the Don River to bless the forces of the Don Cossacks. In 1684, a copy of the miraculous icon of the all-holy Theotokos of the Sign was sent to the Monastery of the Root by the sovereigns & great princes Ivan & Peter Alexievich. This copy was set in a silver-gilt frame & a command was made that this copy be borne wherever Orthodox warriors went into battle. In the year 1812, the Kursk Civic Society sent to General Kutuzov a copy of the miraculous icon of Kursk, setting it in a silver-gilt frame. The commander expressed his gratitude to the citizens of Kursk & his belief that Kursk would remain free, thanks to the protection of the Queen of Heaven. In March of 1898 a group of anarchists, desiring to undermine the faith of the people in the wonder-working power of the icon, decided to destroy it. They placed a time bomb in the Cathedral of the Sign, & at 2 o’clock in the morning a horrendous explosion rent the air & all the walls of the monastery were shaken. The frightened monastic brethren rushed immediately to the cathedral, where they beheld a scene of horrible devastation. The force of the blast had shattered the gilded canopy above the icon. The heavy marble base, constructed of several massive steps, had been jolted out of position & split into several pieces. A huge metal candlestick which stood before the icon had been blown to the opposite side of the cathedral. A door of cast iron located near the icon had been torn from its hinges & cast outside, where it smashed against a wall & caused a deep crack. All the windows in the cathedral & even those in the dome above were shattered. Amid the general devastation, the holy icon remained intact & even the glass within the frame remained whole. Thinking to destroy the icon, the anarchists had, on the contrary, become the cause of its greater glorification. Every year on Fri. of the 9th week after Pascha, the icon of the Sign was solemnly borne in procession from the Kursk Cathedral of the Sign to the place of its original manifestation at the Kursk Hermitage, where it remained until Sept. 12. On Sept. 13, it was again solemnly returned to the city of Kursk. This procession was instituted in the year 1618 in memory of the transfer of the icon from Moscow to Kursk & to commemorate its original appearance. During the Bolshevik revolution, the icon was removed from the Cathedral of the Sign on April 12, 1918. Search was made for the icon but without result. The holy object was discovered under the following circumstances: Not far from the monastery there lived a poor girl & her mother who for 3 days had not had anything to eat. At that time Kursk was controlled by the Bolshevik regime. On May 3, the girl, a seamstress, went off to the marketplace in search of bread. Returning home at about 1 o’clock in the morning, she passed by a well which, according to tradition, had been dug by St. Theodosius of the Caves. There, on the edge of the well, she beheld a package wrapped in a sack, & when she opened it, in the package she found the sacred icon, which apparently had been left there by those who had stolen it. At the end of Oct. 1919, when the White Russian Army was evacuating the city of Kursk, 12 monks of the monastery transferred the icon to the city of Belgorod, from which it was again transferred, first to Taganrog & Ekaterinodar, & then to Novorossiisk. During the evacuation, with the permission of Metropolitan Anthony Khrapovitsky who was then President of the Higher Ecclesiastical Administration in Southern Russia, the icon was taken aboard the steamship St. Nicholas by Bishop Theophan of Kursk on March 1, 1920, & was transported to the city of Thessalonica, Greece. On April 3, Bishop Theophan took the icon to the city of Pec, the ancient capital of Serbia. For 4 months the icon remained in Pec, & in Sept., at the request of Baron Wrangel, it was returned again to the Crimea. A year after departing from the city of Kursk, on Oct. 29, 1920, the holy image against left its native land during the evacuation of the White Army & those Russian people who refused to submit to the Soviet regime. After arriving again in the Kingdom of the Serbs, Croatians & Slovenes, with the blessing of Patriarch Dimitry, the holy icon remained with Bishop Theophan in the Serbian monastery of Yazak on Frushkaya Mountain. From the end of 1927, the icon was to be found in the Russian church of the Holy Trinity in the city of Belgrade. With the blessing of the Synod of Bishops, Bishop Theophan bore the icon around to various places where Russians of the Diaspora dwelt. During World War II, when Belgrade was subjected to bombardment & other tribulations associated with the war, the miraculous icon became a rampart of hope for all that approached it with sincere prayer. The steadfast companion of those Russian people who did not accept the satanic authority, this great & ancient holy object, which remained in Moscow during the dreadful turmoil of the 17th century, was removed from Yugoslavia in the autumn of 1944 together with those who again fled the godless regime. From ruined Vienna, the icon was borne to the tranquil city of Carlsbad to which the Synod of Bishops had been evacuated. With the approach of the Bolsheviks it was again transferred to Munich in the spring of 1945. The holy icon proved to be an unending consolation to many thousands of people who were experiencing all the trials & tribulations of the latter years of World War II. From Munich the icon was borne to Switzerland, France, Belgium, England, Austria & many cities & camps in Germany itself. Subsequently, the icon was transferred to the New World where it had its permanent residence first in the New Kursk Hermitage in Mahopac, NY, & then in the Synod’s Cathedral Church of the Mother of God of the Sign in New York City, the residence of the First Hierarch of the Russian Orthodox Church Abroad. At present, by decree of the Council of Bishops of the [image: image7.jpg]


Russian Orthodox Church Abroad, a festival is held in honor of the icon at the New Kursk Hermitage in Mahopac, N.Y., on the Sun. nearest the feast of the Nativity of the Most Holy Theotokos, & in the Synod’s Cathedral of the Mother of God of the Sign in New York City on Nov. 27/ Dec. 10.

"Montreal" Iveron Myrrh-streaming Icon

In 1982, a Chilean convert to Orthodoxy, Jose Munoz, in the company of 2 friends, embarked from Canada to the ancient bastion of Orthodox monasticism, Mt. Athos, on a pilgrimage. An art teacher by profession, he was also an iconographer, & therefore wished to visit some of the sketes (small monastic communities dependent upon 1 of the 20 major monasteries of Athos) & monasteries which specialize in icon painting. One of the friends who had accompanied Jose decided to become a monk & remained on Mt. Athos in 1 of the smaller sketes; Jose & his other companion directed themselves towards the Danilov skete, where icons are painted in the ancient Byzantine style using the egg tempera technique. After 8 hours of climbing uphill on rough terrain, they were very tired & decided to stop at a skete which they could see on the Mountainside below. This skete, dedicated to the Nativity of Christ, is very poor & its 14 monks keep a strict monastic rule. The abbot, Fr. Klimentos, greeted them warmly & offered traditional Athonite hospitality. Then he took them to see the skete’s icon-painting studio. As soon as he entered the studio, Jose felt an immediate & indescribable attraction to a copy of the Iveron Icon of the Mother of God which hung on 1 of the walls. As he later explained, his heart felt as though it had 'leaped or turned over. "He asked whether he could buy this Icon, but was told repeatedly that it was one of the first icons which had been painted at this skete (by Fr. Chrysostomos in 1981) & was not for sale at any price. That night at a divine service in the church of the skete, during the singing of the angelic hymn to the Theotokos "It is Meet", Jose fell to his knees & begged the Mother of God to make it possible for him to take the icon back with him into the world, where "we have need of thee." Immediately he felt an assurance that somehow his prayer would be answered. The next morning, as Jose & his friend were about to depart, the abbot appeared holding the icon & said to Jose that it pleased the Mother of God for Her icon to go with him to North America. Jose & his companion went down the mountain & took the boat towards Daphne, a port on the western shore of the peninsula. On the way, Jose heard a strong inner voice which bade him: "Go to the Iveron Monastery & touch your icon to the original wonder-working Iveron Icon." This they did. Upon arrival at the Iveron monastery they waited 3 hours before a monk came to open the church which houses the original “Portaitissa.” Jose asked that the protective icon case be opened so that his icon could be placed upon the original Portaitissa in order to be directly blessed by the Mother of God. The monk was surprised, but agreed to Jose’s request when it was explained to him that Jose & his companion wished to take the blessing of the Mother of God to the West where her intercession is much needed. Returning to his home in Montreal, Canada, Jose placed the Iveron Mother of God in his icon corner, where he also kept relics of the saints from the Kiev Caves Monastery & of the Grand Duchess Elizabeth (1 of the New Martyrs of Russia). Jose began to read a daily Akathist (hymns of praise) before his newly-acquired icon. At about 4 a.m. on Nov. 24, 1982 (3 weeks after his return from Mt. Athos), Jose woke up to the smell of a very strong fragrance, as though someone had spilled a bottle of exquisite perfume. He thought at first that the fragrance emanated from the relics but later, when he stood before the Icon to say his morning prayers, he saw that the hands of the Mother of God were streaked with oil. Jose assumed that a friend who was sharing the house had spilled some oil onto the icon while adjusting the flame of the vigil lamp hanging before it, but the friend denied touching the lamp. When Jose wiped the icon, he discovered that it was the source of the wonderful fragrance which had by now filled the whole house. Upon the advice of a local Orthodox clergyman, the icon was taken to church & placed on the altar. During the entire liturgy, myrrh flowed from the hands of the Christ Child. Since that time, with the exception of several days during Holy Week, when the Icon is absolutely dry, the myrrh has continued to flow almost uninterruptedly. (Holy Myrrh is sweet, fragrant oil which was used in the Old Testament for the anointing of kings & High Priests. In contemporary Orthodox Church practice, a newly born Christian is anointed with Holy Myrrh during which the words "The seal of the gift of the Holy Spirit" are said by the priest.) In the years since, Jose has traveled to many cities & parishes where the icon has been venerated to the great joy & consolation of the faithful. Wherever the icon goes, there are always many questions. Some people initially have doubts. A scientist in Miami was astounded to see that the back of the icon remained perfectly dry. He later surreptitiously chipped off a small piece of the board on which the icon is painted for scientific analysis: it was found to be ordinary pine wood, nothing more. Some times the myrrh flows in greater abundance than at others. During the consecration of a bishop in Montreal there was such an outpouring of the myrrh, that it streamed down from the analogion (lectern on which icons are kept in Orthodox churches) onto the floor. On another occasion, in Florida, the myrrh was seen to rise forth from the hands of the Mother of God & the Christ Child as though it were being pressed from within. Nobody has any power to regulate the flow of the myrrh, it moves to the will of God & His Most Pure Mother. The icon is kept in a frame about 2 inches deep & measures about 12 X 18 inches. At first the myrrh flowed only from the hands of the Mother of God, from the star on her left shoulder &, occasionally, from the hands of Our Lord Jesus Christ. Yet in March 1985, during a Lenten service, even the frame & glass of the Icon began to exude myrrh in such quantities that the cloth of the analogion on which it lay was totally saturated. There is always a layer of cotton wool at the base of the icon to absorb the myrrh: pieces of this cotton are distributed to the faithful. Although there have already been several cases of physical healing (not only among Orthodox, but Catholics & Protestants, too), the purpose of the Mother of God seems to be directed more at the healing of souls. Many who have stood before the icon have testified to this, experiencing not only compunction & repentance, but consolation at the same time. As mentioned earlier, the flow of myrrh ceases during Holy Week. It ceases on Holy Monday. After the liturgy on the morning of Great Saturday, a light dew of myrrh forms on the icon, its case & protecting glass. During Matins (the midnight service at which the glorious Resurrection of Our Lord is proclaimed), when the procession of clergy & faithful, holding icons & banners, leaves the church, the icon begins to exude myrrh in such quantities, that it covers the hands of the person who is carrying it. What is the meaning of this extraordinary manifestation of God's grace in our time? It has been observed that in the history of the Church such miracles have occurred in times of great tribulation; we saw this in the apostolic times, &, more recently, in Russia, where the Church has suffered cruel persecution for 70 years. The miracles strengthen the faithful & prepare them to endure trials. The appearance of the myrrh-streaming icon in our time may well signify a period of further great trials for the Russian Orthodox Church &, at the same time, offer consolation that the Mother of God will be a protectress of the faithful: Unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall much be required. 

There is a post-scipt to this story. On October 31, 1997, Brother Jose Munoz was brutally tortured & murdered while on a visit to Greece. By many he is already regarded an holy Martyr. There are even now in circulation icons of him & at least one of these is itself myrrh-streaming.
The Myrrh-Streaming Icons of Hawaii

Well, I am not certain that Hawaii can be classed as part of North America, but it is a state of the USA & it is in the North Pacific. Therefore, I fell somewhat justified in extending the North Amiercan umbrella over our 50th state. The following is taken from the “orthodox Heritage” October 2003
Dear Beloved in Christ,

In humility & with extreme trepidation, I will attempt to relate to you what actually occurred before rumors spread, evolve & eventually become untruths. Many have asked me to explain the events that have taken place regarding the 2 myrrh-streaming icons at the Holy Theotokos of Iveron Russian Orthodox Church in Honolulu, Hawaii. It has been hard to put into words the events that have taken over my life. I can’t imagine how others would have reacted if they were in my shoes, God only knows. I pray God will guide me, & my family, to do & say things that are not contrary to His Will. I will attempt to tell the story of how these humble icons came into my life & how they changed it. Everything I write here is true.

The icons in question are 2:

(1)
One is a mounted-print made, I believe, at the Sofrino Church factory near Moscow. It is an exact copy of the Montreal Myrrh-streaming Iveron Icon of the Holy Theotokos; this was the icon cared for by Blessed Martyr Brother José Muñoz. It is a small icon, roughly 7 x 9 inches & approximately 1 inch thick. My parish priest, Fr. Anatole Lyovin, gifted it to me for my Name’s Day. He said he purchased it at a church bookstore in Toronto when the parish in which he had grown up celebrated the 50th anniversary of its founding. The icons from Sofrino have a distinctive style with a beautiful silk-screen riza (or oklad) built into the icon. This is done so that those who cannot afford beautiful & very expensive icons can have something equally beautiful from Sofrino for less.

(2)
The 2nd  icon is a hand-painted icon in the shape of a Cross with the image of Our Lord’s crucifixion in the traditional Byzantine style of iconography. A Greek monk from the Holy Mountain Athos painted it. It is roughly 8x11 inches & approximately 1½ inches thick. I purchased a set of 2 near identical Cross icons & gave 1 to my father as a gift; I kept the other.

Before I relate to you the full story of the icons, let me say how it all began …

Sometime around June or July of 2007, my wife & I noticed a hint of the scent of roses in the area surrounding our icon corner in our home chapel. Something made us look at our Cross icon of Christ (located behind our family reliquary), we noticed a small bead of liquid around the side wound on the image of the Christ, where the “soldier pierced His side with a lance.” The liquid smelled very sweet, like myrrh. My experience with myrrh had been quite limited, my only contact being a cotton ball soaked with myrrh from the Montreal Myrrh-streaming Iveron Icon & several cotton balls of myrrh from the Myrrh-streaming St. Nicholas Icon. We told no one of this & proceeded to “keep an eye” on the icon for any new developments or any possible continuation of the “streaming.” The bead of myrrh eventually dried out & we eventually forgot about it.

During the last week of Sept., I began to notice an unbelievably strong smell of myrrh, at home, in my car, even at work. I couldn’t explain it. Was it all in my head? I asked my wife & she said she didn’t smell anything. I spoke with several other people who visited our home, & they too said they didn’t smell anything. (One of these people was our Serbian Orthodox kuma (godmother)—she, too, couldn’t smell anything.) I was convinced it was all in my imagination. This was on Sept. 27th, the feast of the Exaltation of the Cross.

Then in the 1st week of Oct., my wife & I were extremely ill & missed Vespers that night. We don’t miss too many of the church’s divine services, so we did take notice of the date, Oct. 6th (Feast day of the Conception of St. John the Baptist). Around 10:30 pm, that night, I was working in my office, which also doubles as our home chapel where our icon corner is located. My cat walked into the office & began to sniff around as if he smelled something. I did not smell anything. He proceeded to walk toward the area where our reliquaries are kept. I thought this was strange since he would never go near the reliquaries; amazingly something always stopped him, & he’s a nosy cat. Yet this time he stood on his hind legs & sniffed around, I assume in order to figure out what the smell was. I still didn’t smell anything.

I proceeded to pick him up & then I noticed the scent. It was so strong, even overwhelming. Never have I smelled anything like that in my life. I couldn’t explain why I hadn’t smelled it before. It was like a thousand roses had fallen into the room. I crossed myself & guarded myself with the Jesus Prayer. I put the cat down & proceeded to look at the icons. I admit I was afraid to look at the icons near the reliquaries. I finally came to the icon of the Cross & noticed that the bead of myrrh by the side-wound of Christ was still dry, for a split second I regained some composure, even as the smell of roses was getting stronger. I then looked down & my hand was wet—it was myrrh.
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How did it get there? The icon was dry? Or was it? I then noticed that the left knee of the image of Our Lord was forming a bead of myrrh right before my eyes. I then called out to my wife. She came running, & when I asked her if she had spilled anything on the icons, she said no. She hadn’t gone near them. I showed her the icon. She was in shock. I told her the smell is too strong. Help me look at the other icons. So she did. In my office I have 2 bookshelves, at the top of them are icons. We have many icons, maybe too many. I stood on my toes to reach for the icons at the top of my bookshelves. My wife did the same. Finally I grabbed the icon of Iveron given to me by Fr. Anatole. It was completely wet. & then the smell got even stronger. Even my wife could smell it. For those of you who don’t know my wife, her sense of smell is very limited; she is only capable of smelling citrus scents. We were afraid. We asked one another if we cleaned or anointed the icons recently, & both of us said ‘no’. ‘What is going on?’ I asked. I put the icons back where they were; we took a few pictures with our digital camera. Then I said an Akathist to the Mother of God in honor of her Iveron Icon & went to bed, or at least tried to.

The next day, Sun., Oct. 7th, after much debate, we left the icons at home & went to church. After the Liturgy we spoke to our kuma, who instructed us to speak with the priest immediately. We told Fr. Anatole what had happened. He listened patiently & said, ‘Bring the icons to church!’ We then arranged with the priest, to bring the icons to church the next Wednesday, Oct. 10th. Up until that Wed., the icons continued to stream. I collected the myrrh on cotton & before them I said prayers for my sister who was ill & for several other people. [Fr Anatole’s Note: The next day, his sister called her father to say that her doctor cannot explain it, but that her pancreas, which had completely stopped functioning had returned to its normal state & that her diabetes was under control.]
We couldn’t wait until Wed.

On Wed. Oct. 10th, we brought the icons to church & placed them on 2 analogia (lecterns) in the center of the church. Fr. Anatole inspected them & wiped them down with cotton & proceeded to start the service of the Akathist Hymn of the Iveron Icon. After the service, the icons were wiped down again; they had streamed a little during the service. Fr. Anatole confirmed to us that it is ‘definitely streaming myrrh’ & that it is ‘a very pure myrrh’. The smell of roses filled the air. I asked him what we were to do? He asked us to leave the icons in church for the time being. No one knew about the icons; they were safe at church.

The next Sat., Oct. 13th, just happened to be “clean the church day.” We were preparing our church for the upcoming feasts; our parish feast day (Nov. 24), Christmas, the Serbian bishop’s visit, etc. So my wife, myself & another person were put in charge of cleaning. While we were cleaning the church we couldn’t take our eyes off the 2 myrrh-streaming icons, which slowly streamed while we were cleaning. The smell of roses was quite pungent. The icons seemed to exude a strong smell of roses. The Icon of the Mother of God seems to smell more like ‘roses’ than the other icon. The Cross has a spicier smell to it. I can’t explain it. While we were cleaning the church, our kumovi (Colette & her family) came to see the icons. Not many folks could wait for Vespers that evening. Colette later remarked to me that she’s the ‘doubting Thomas’ & really couldn’t believe it until she saw it for herself. Understandable. She didn’t realize that the icons were actually streaming as we were cleaning. (They don’t stream continuously.) She venerated the Cross & kissed the feet of Our Lord. She got a nice helping of myrrh in her mouth. Like the doubting Apostle Thomas who put his fingers in Christ’s Hands & Side, she put her mouth right in the myrrh, where myrrh wasn’t supposed to be! I couldn’t help but laugh.

The next day, Sun., Oct. 14th, was the Feast of the Protection of the Mother of God, & Fr. Anatole revealed the icons to the people. The icons streamed quite heavily; there was enough myrrh for everyone. They have continued streaming ever since. Many have come to see the icons, Russians, Greeks, Serbs, Roman Catholics, Protestants. All who approach the icons feel the Grace of God! There have been days when the icons have been completely dry, while on other days they are covered in myrrh. Yet whether they stream or not, they continuously give off an extremely strong scent of roses. It is truly a great miracle! I sometimes wonder if it is a warning.

Now that I look back, it seems that ‘revelation’ has been the central theme of late. The icons initially revealed themselves to us on the Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross. We revealed them to our priest on the Feast of the Conception of St. John the Baptist. He was the one man who revealed Christ to the world. Our priest revealed the myrrh-streaming icons to the church on the Feast day of the Protection of the Mother of God. These cannot be coincidences!

Our parish is dedicated to the original Myrrh-streaming Iveron Icon, an icon that had never traveled to Hawaii. Br. José wanted to come here, but never made it. I must confess to you, sometimes I feel that our fellow Orthodox brethren on the mainland have forgotten our little parish, our little community. Living out here in the middle of the Pacific Ocean, we struggle to survive as an Orthodox parish. Struggle to pay the bills, struggle to make the rent. I sometimes wonder, when will we have a church of our own? Has the Lord forgotten us? Are we to struggle forever? Have we done something wrong? Have we angered You, O Lord? Whether or not our fellow clergy, our fellow Orthodox faithful have forgotten us, one thing is clear… The Most Holy Mother of God has not forgotten us. She has not abandoned us. She will not abandon us! Through these icons, I now have hope that there IS a light at the end of the tunnel. Whether or not we are blessed to have a church of our own, it really doesn’t matter; God has shown us that He has not forgotten us! & that’s all that is needed. God is telling us that He is real! Dare we ignore this revelation? Dare we turn our backs on this great miracle? Dare we forget Christ? May God forgive us if we do.

In Christ’s Love,

Reader. Nectarios
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It is my sincere prayer that this tour of miraculous icons of the Theotokos will inspire you to make your own holy pilgrimage at least once during your lifetime.

Sunday of Orthodoxy at St. George Cathedral,

Wichita
In the photo on the right we see His Grace Basil, flanked by (to his right) His Eminence Dmitry, Archbishop of Dallas & the South (OCA) & (at his life) His Eminence Isaiah, Metropolitan of Denver (Greek Orthodox Archdiocese), & the clergy of Wichita. What a beautiful expression of the oneness of faith & life which all Orthodox Christians everywhere, but more especially here in Mid-America, share in the Holy Spirit.
Sunday, March 8th, 2009
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Although this date, as noted above, was marked with high festivities & great joy for the diocese, it was a time of sadness for our parish of All Saints. At 12:15am, our beloved retired priest, the Very Rev’d Archpriest Thomas Neustrom fell asleep in the Lord. For a great many arriving for Liturgy that morning, it was the first time for them to hear these sad tidings. I, who came to know Fr. Thomas only in his declining years, have thought long & hard about what to say of this man who touched & enriched the lives of so many. For me what comes to mind, when I think of Fr. Thomas, is a passage of Holy Scripture which, I know, since he was formerly a priest of the Episcopal Church, he surely had recited innumerable times:
Jesus Christ saith: Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, & with all thy soul, & with all thy mind. This is the first & great commandment. & the second is like unto it; Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the Law & the Prophets.
Fr. Thomas’ public persona was surely the very embodiment of the second of the Lord’s two great commandments. It is clear that the “neighbour” to whom the Lord refers is anyone in need, one whom God has set in our path. With such a one, Fr. Thomas felt an immediate & intense kinship. The word he always used was “empathy”. For the downtrodden, the despised, the unloved Fr. Thomas’ heart & his arms were always open. His generosity knew few, if any, bounds. He was, indeed the Good Samaritan, both in empathy & in action.
Fr. Thomas’ inner persona was not always evident to those with whom he dealt & worked, but it was the vital center from which his generous & public persona sprang. I, as a brother priest, was given the incomparable gift of witnessing his last hours when his soul was stripped naked before His Lord & God. I remember well his last Communion. In our tradition this is referred to as the “Waybread”, the Bread of Life for the final journey. He was indeed longing for this Viaticum. After he received, there were tears in his eyes; & he kept repeating, Glory to Thee, O Lord, over & over. Both an intense love of Christ Jesus & a deep longing to be with Him, were palpable. It was clear to me that this was the source of his deep concern for the social expression of the Gospel. I was also privileged to be among the clergy who carefully & lovingly prepared his body for burial, anointing, clothing & vesting him for the last time in his priestly vestments, the very ones with which he had been vested on the day of his priestly ordination. When we had completed this & laid him in the coffin, I was struck by the look of profound peace which I & others saw on his face. The intensity of his feelings, especially when it touched upon his love & care for the unloved, often masked the true beauty which lay beneath; but it was a wondrous gift to see it at the last.
Fr. Thomas was, most certainly, a complex individual; but at the heart of that complexity lay a rich deposit of love, of intense love for God & of burning passion for the unloved of mankind.

We at All Saints were privileged to have the opportunity to express our appreciation for this man who loved so deeply by dedicating our Parish Hall to his patron Saint, the Holy Apostle Thomas on Thursday, February 12, 2009, just a short time before his falling asleep in the Lord. He wanted desperately to live long enough to see that event; and, by God’s grace, he did. It was a small token of our love for him & our gratitude for realizing his dream for All Saints, to build “something beautiful for God.” May God grant him rest in the bosom of Abraham & in the Resurrection, the crown of victory for a race well run & for a life well lived.
Thank you!
Our sincere thanks to everyone who worked so hard for our first craft Show. Special thanks are due to the reader John (Jack) Lambert & let’s not forget his trust side-kickPaula-Monica as well.

News of the Parish & Diocese
Sun., April 19th:
Holy & Great Pascha (Easter)

Sat., April 25th:
Annual Big Fat Greek Dinner (Adult tickets: $15.00; children $12:00)
June 10th-14th:   
5th Annual Parish Life Conference, hosted by St. Mary, Wichita
June 28th-July 4th: Camp St. Raphael, 1st Session
July 5th- 11th:
Camp St. Raphael, 2nd Session
July, 19th-26th:
49th Biennial Convention of the Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese, hosted by St. Michael, Van Nuys, CA, at the Palm Springs Resort, Palm Desert, CA. 
Sat., Aug. 22nd:
Annual Vineyard Blessing

Prayer Requests
· For the health of Ruth-Agnes (Erin) Berquist
· For the health of Anastasia (Vi) Wygal
· For the health of Samuel Wygal.
· For the health of Joseph Shively.
· For the repose of the soul of Alice Smith, sister of Kh. Lukie Neustrom.

· For the repose of the soul of John Osborn (March 28th), brother of Vernon Osborn.
· For the repose of the soul of Fr. Bill Wells (Aug. 4th), Beautifier of All Saints’ Temple.

· For the repose of the soul of Russell Brockmeier (Oct. 16th), cousin of Elizabeth Lindgren.

· For the repose of the soul of Kathaleen Beryl Brunsell (Nov. 1st), grandmother of Robert Lindgren.
· For the repose of the soul of Paul Karabinas (Jan. 12th), father of Nicholas Karabinas.

· For the repose of the soul of David Gray (Feb. 9), father of Sidney Gray.
· For the repose of the soul of Victoria (Feb. 23rd), Mother of Evraam (Manhattan).
· For the repose of the souil of Fr. Thomas Neustrom (Sun., March 8th)
God Grant You Many, Many Blessed Years!

Names' Days
David Yetter, David Litchfield & David Leopold (Our Venerable Father David, Bishop of Menevia, 
March 1), Fr. Chad Hatfield (Our Father among the Saints Chad, Bishop of Lichfield, March 2), 

Allison Muchow (Our Venerable Mother Anastasia of Alexandria, March 10), Willis Bell (Our Venerable Father Patrick, Evangelizer of Ireland, March 17); Janine Walker (Our Venerable Father John of Sinai, Author of the Ladder of Divine Ascent, March 30); Grant Hays (Holy Apostle Titus, April 1), Georgette Yetter, George Stavropoulos (Holy Great Martyr George the Trophy-Bearer, April 23) & Jason Hatfield (Holy Apostle among the 70 Jason, April 29)
Birthdays
Nik Stavropoulos (March 6), Jeff Walker (March 7), Willis Bell (March 10 ),Grant Hays & Addie Houchin (March 16), David Litchman (March 18); Alison Archer (March 21); Kristoff Lindgren (April 5), Stan Ehler (April 8), Fr. Daniel Griffith (April 11), Jason Hatfield (April 17),

Ken Danneberg (April 20), Janeane Houchin (April 28).
Wedding Anniversaries

Ken & Claire Dannenberg (April 21).
Christ is Risen!  Indeed He is risen!







� Constantine Youssis is the iconographer who wrote the icons on the iconostasis at St. Mary’s in Wichita.





