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Blessed art Thou, O Christ our God, Who hast shown forth the fishermen as supremely wise by sending down upon them the Holy Spirit, & through them didst draw the world into Thy net. O Lover of mankind, glory be to Thee.
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The Holy Spirit, His Person & His Work through the Eyes of a Great Expositor of the Faith

There is One Holy Spirit, the Comforter. As there is One God, the Father, & there is no second Father, & as there is one Only-begotten Son & Word of God, & He has no brother, so there is one only Holy Spirit, & there is no second Spirit equal in honor to Him. The Holy Spirit is a mighty Power, a being divine & unsearchable. He is living & rational, the Sanctifier of all things made by God through Christ. He enlightens the souls of the just; He inspired the prophets; he inspired the Apostles in the New Testament. Let them be abhorred who dare to divide the operation of the Holy Spirit. There is One God, the Father, Lord of the Old & the New Testament, & One Lord Jesus Christ, who was prophesied in the Old, & came in the New Testament, & One Holy Spirit, who heralded Christ through the Prophets, & when Christ came, descended & showed him forth. [from the 16th Catechetical Homily of St. Cyril of Jerusalem]
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In the year 312 Constantine the Great became the senior Augustus of the Roman Empire. Early in the following year (313), he lifted all laws & restrictions against Christians; & though not prohibiting all pagan practices, he very definitely gave clear preference to the Christian Church & took an active part in her life. Under such conditions the Church flourished, especially in the East which had always been her area of greatest strength. Under these new conditions many more people than before sought entry into her bosom. 

From her beginning, the Church had been crafting & perfecting a system catechesis designed to inculcate Christian values in new converts & to instruct them in her saving teachings & life. By the 4th century, this system had reached a high level & the same pattern, with minor variations, & withthe same content, was taught throughout the Church, East & West, North & South. 

The 4th Century Catechumenate

After someone was made a catechumen, he would attend the readings of Scripture & the homilies that followed in the Eucharistic Synaxis (gathering) & at special instructional services which they were encouraged to attend. However, before prayers began and, most definitely before the Eucharistic portion of the Liturgy began, all catechumens were dismissed. A sponsor or God-parent of the same sex would carefully monitor his moral process to insure that he did not fall back into pagan or immoral behavior. Very often, this period as a catechumen would last for a considerable number of years. Finally, when it was determined that the catechumen was, indeed, ready to make the commitment needed for Holy Baptism, he would be admitted to the second rank of the catechumenate, that of Photozomenos (“he who is about to be enlightened”. Baptism is often referred to as “Enlightenment”). On the third Sunday of Great Lent, he would be admitted & exorcized for the first time. Thereafter, he & his sponsor would attend daily instructions throughout the remained of Lent. At the beginning of the process, the catechumens were taught the “Creed”, which they were forbidden to write down, but required to memorize. These instructions were open only to the catechumens, their sponsors & any of the faithful who might wish to refresh their faith & knowledge. On Great & Holy Friday, the catechumens were catechized & exorcized for the last time; after renouncing the devil & his works, they professed their faith, each one solemnly reciting the “Creed” which he had memorized at the beginning of his instruction. They would all be baptized during the Vigil Liturgy of Pascha, celebrated in the middle of that night. The catechumens were not given a detailed description of the ceremonies in which they would partake that night. In the week following their Baptism, Chrismation & Holy Communion, they would be instructed daily as to their meaning.

The Catechetical Homilies of St. Cyril of Jerusalem
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The most complete set of such a course of instruction that we possess is the catechetical lectures delivered by St. Cyril, Archbishop of Jerusalem (315-382). Though these homilies were delivered in the 4th century, their message still can & does speak to us eloquently today. Since the Feast of Pentecost falls during this month, I thought that this would be the ideal time to examine what, in these precious homilies, St. Cyril has to say concerning the Holy Spirit. I here draw upon excerpts from the saint’s 16th (wherein he deals mainly with the witness of the Holy Spirit in the Old Testament), 17th (herein he deals with His witness in the New) & 3rd Mystagogical (Post-baptismal) homilies in which he discourses on the article of the Creed:

And [I believe] in the Holy Spirit, the Lord & Giver of Life, Who proceedeth from the Father & with the Father & the Son is worshipped & glorified & Who spake in the Prophets. 

Speaking of our Lord, God & Savior Jesus Christ’s breathing of the Holy Spirit upon His disciples & apostles as they were gathered in the upper room in Sion on the afternoon of the day of His glorious Resurrection, St. Cyril states:

He imparted the fellowship of this Holy Spirit to the Apostles; for it is written: ‘When He had said that, He breathed upon them, & said to them, Receive the Holy Spirit; whose sins you remit, they are remitted; & whose sins you retain!, they are retained.” (John 20-22-23) This was the second breathing (the first had been impaired by willful sin [of our first-parents])
, to fulfill the Scripture: “He went up breathing upon your face & delivering you from affliction.” (Nahum 2:2 Septuagint reading: “He, Who has banished thy affliction, has ascended, breathing upon thy face) He went up from where? From Hades. For it was after His Resurrection, according to the Gospel, that He breathed on them. He gives the grace at this time, & He will lavish it more abundantly [on Pentecost]; He says to them: I am ready to give it to you even now, but the vessel cannot yet hold it.
 Accept for the time the grace of which you are capable, but look forward to yet more. ‘‘But wait here in the city,’’ of Jerusalem, “until you are clothed with Power from on high.’’ (Luke 24:49) Receive it in part now; then you will be clad in its fullness …
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Throughout the 40 days from the day of His Resurrection until that of His glorious Ascension, He appeared to them, instructing them & preparing them for the coming of the all-holy Spirit:

Jesus ascended into heaven & He fulfilled the promise He had made to His disciples: ‘I will ask the Father & He will give you another Comforter.” (John 14:16) They were sitting, expecting the coming of the Holy Spirit. “And when the days of Pentecost were drawing to a close,’ (Acts 2:1) here in this city of Jerusalem … When, therefore, it was Pentecost, they were sitting & the Comforter descended from heaven, the Guardian & Sanctifier of the Church, the Director of souls, the Pilot of the storm-tossed, the Enlightener of the wandering, to preside over the combat & crown the Victors.

St. Cyril very eloquently captures the experience of the Lord’s holy apostles & disciples on that day of Pentecost.

He came down to clothe with power & to baptize the apostles. For the Lord says: “You shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days hence”. (Acts 1:5) The grace was not partial, but His power with all its fullness. For just as one immersed in the waters in Baptism is completely encompassed in the water, so they too were completely baptized by the Spirit. The water encompasses the body externally, but the Holy Spirit baptizes the soul perfectly within … [T]hey were completely baptized, according to the promise. They were clothed in body & soul with a divine & saving vesture. “And there appeared to them parted tongues as of fire, which settled upon each of them … & they were all filled with the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 3:4) They partook not of burning but of saving fire, which consumes the thorns of sins but renders the soul radiant. This fire will come to you too [when you have received the Holy Spirit, through anointing with the Holy Chrism], to strip away & destroy your thorn-like sins, & to make the precious possession of your souls shine yet more brightly; & He will give you grace, for He gave it then to the Apostles. He sat upon them in the form of fiery tongues, to crown them with new & spiritual diadems (by the fiery tongues on their heads). A flaming sword of old barred the gates of Paradise; a fiery tongue, bringing salvation, restored the grace…

We Christians have ever after these glorious events honored the day of Pentecost; for, not only do we proclaim thereby an historic event, but we also celebrate the fact that we too have been clothed with the Holy Spirit as were the apostles on that day. In St. Cyril’s 3rd Post-Baptismal Homily for the week after Pascha, he says:

As Christ was really crucified & buried & rose again, & you at Baptism are privileged to be crucified, buried & raised along with Him in a likeness, so also with the Chrism, Christ was anointed with the mystical Oil of Gladness; that is, with the Holy Spirit, called “Oil of Gladness” because He is the cause of spiritual gladness; so you, being anointed with Ointment, have become partakers & fellows of Christ.

St. Cyril further enlightens as to the true nature of the Chrism
 with which we have been anointed:
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Beware of supposing that this Ointment is mere ointment. Just as after the invocation (epiclesis) of the Holy Spirit, the Eucharistic bread is no longer ordinary bread, but the Body of Christ, so this Holy Oil, in conjunction with the invocation is no longer simple or common oil, but becomes the gracious gift of Christ & of the Holy Spirit, producing the presence of His Divinity. With this Ointment your forehead & sense organs are sacramentally anointed, in such wise that while your body is anointed with the visible oil, your soul is sanctified by the holy, quickening Spirit.

Although our anointing with the Holy Chrism is the occasion for the bestowal of the Holy Spirit, it does differ in certain ways from the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the apostles on that first Pentecost. Where are the tongues of fire, the strong wind, the speaking in diverse tongues? St. Cyril tells us that those marvels were necessary on that great day to make the fact of His descent evident to all. He then describes the Spirit’s entrance into our persons & the fruits thereof.

First of all, His coming is gentle, the perception of Him fragrant, His yoke light; rays of light & knowledge shine forth before His coming. He comes with the heart of a true Guardian; He comes to save, to cure, to admonish, to strengthen, to console, to enlighten the mind, first of the man who receives Him, then through him the minds of others also. As a man previously in darkness & suddenly seeing the sun gets the faculty of sight & sees clearly what he did not see before, so the man deemed worthy of the Holy Spirit is enlightened in soul & sees beyond human sight what he did not know. Though his body is upon the earth his soul beholds the heavens as in a mirror. He sees, like Isaiah, “the Lord seated on a high & lofty throne” (Isaiah 6:1); he sees, like Ezekiel, “Him Who is above the cherubim” (Ezekiel 10:1); he sees, like Daniel, “thousands upon thousands & myriads upon myriads” (Daniel 7:10); & little man sees the beginning & the end of the world, the times in between, the successions of kings; in short, things he had not learned, for the True Enlightener is at hand. The man is confined within walls; yet his power of knowledge ranges far & wide, & he perceives even the actions of others.

…Your Guardian will abide with you always. He will be concerned for you as His own soldier, for your comings & your goings, & for those plotting against you. He will grant you gifts of grace of every kind, if you do not grieve Him by sin. For it is written: “And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, in whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.” (Ephesian 4:30) Now then, dearly beloved, preserve the grace? Be prepared to receive the grace, & once you have received it, do not cast it away. May the Very God of all things, Who spoke by the Holy Spirit, through the prophets & sent Him forth upon the Apostles here in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost, send Him forth now upon you also, & through Him guard us, imparting His bounty in common to all of us, so as to exhibit always the fruits of the Holy Spirit, charity, joy, peace, patience, benignity, goodness, faith, mildness, chastity, in Christ Jesus our Lord, through Whom & with Whom, together with the Holy Spirit, be glory to the Father, now & always & forever & ever. Amen.
All Saints Parish Council (May 20th, 2006)
Treasurer: Patrick Bell reported that we had still not collected the full amount for the Palm Sunday Patriarchal Tray, $250.00. It is hoped that this matter can be wrapped up soon.

There was also discussion of the fact that we had been greatly overcharged by Dillons for flowers, the total coming to ca. $1,000.00. Fr. Daniel is trying to resolve this matter.
It was reported that our profit for the Big Fat Greek Dinner was $1,814.00. there were also book sales. Every year this event has become more profitable.

Icon Project: Fr. Daniel reported that Jan Isham must complete here commitment to St. Mary’s, Wichita, before undertaking anything for us. She had recently visited with Fr. Thomas & had discussed some new ideas a way to do the 12 Apostles.
Vineyard Blessing: Seraphima Berquist, chairperson for the event informed us that, since the vineyard is under new management, there is quite a different approach. They are allowing us to rent the facilities for $700.00 or to receive 10% from the ticket sales. Either way, we will also have to pay staff fees (yet to be defined), for advertising, running credit card sales for tickets, and so forth. To put things into perspective, last year, we netted $4,857.22 & had expenses of about $1,000 (our gross was $5,782.50). Of 378 tickets sold, 98 were sold by ASOC members. There seem to be quite a number of issues to clarify. Since this has been our major fund-raiser, resolution of all the issues is a priority. There was some discussion of alternative & additional fund-raising activities as well as out-reach events to broader community.
Maintenance: It was reported that there was hail damage to our roof. An inspection has been done, but we do not yet know the result.
from St. Mary Magdalene Mission
Parish Life Conference (El Paso): Fr. Daniel’s travel & hotel is being covered from All Saints. St. Mary’s was requested to help with expenses there which will be $180. As in previous years, the All Saints & St. Mary’s will share a page in the souvenir journal. This year ½ a page is $200.00, which makes our share, $100.00. It was suggested that, given the size of both communities, a less pricey ad ought to be considered.
Matronal Feast: Sat., July 22 is our patronal feast. It was decided, that since, Fr. Daniel will be returning from The Bienniel Clergy Symposium quite late, it would be best to have Small Compline & Canon at 6:00 p.m., July 21, with refreshments afterward at the Mission Chapel. We will invite Bishop Basil for our Patronal Liturgy on Sat. If he is able to come, we will plan to do Orthros & Liturgy at 9:00 & 10:00 respectively. Then we would go to the Royal Thai restaurant afterward. If he cannot be with us we plan to have a cookout at the house after Liturgy. Liturgy would be at the regular time of 9:30. A sign up sheet will be done a couple weeks ahead of time for food & drink.
A Speaker’s Program: Stan suggested the possibility of bringing Fr. Roman Braga, chaplain of the Romanian Convent in Rives Junction & a Confessor for the Faith under Communism, to the Manhattan area for at least 1 presentation, possibly 3, if he is able. There are local pastors who have expressed interest in meeting him. We would want to get other Orthodox parishes in the area to participate & to help with the some of the expenses. Stan will contact Fr. Braga, & if he consents to come, then Fr. Daniel will get approval from Bishop Basil. If  Fr. Braga is not able to come, another suggestion was to have Frederica Matthews Greene come for a presentation.
Congratulations
· On Sat., May 13th, Jeremy Mai, who graduated from Kansas State University with a Bachelor of Arts Degree.

· On Sat., May 27th, Fr. Christopher Morris of this parish graduated from St. Tikhon’s Orthodox Theological Seminary, South Canaan, PA. On Aug. 1st he will assumed the pastorate of St. George Orthodox Church, Kearney, NE.
May Their Memories be Eternal! 
· Dr Jaroslav Pelikan fell asleep in the Lord on Sat., May 13, 2006 after a battle with cancer at the age of 82. Dr. Pelikan, the son of a Lutheran minister, grandson of a bishop of the Slovak Lutheran Church in America, &, for the greater part of his life a Lutheran pastor himself, was one, if not the, most pre-eminent church historians of the 20th century. He was the author of over innumerable articles in professional journals, nearly 40 books & reference work, the best known being his 5-volume The Christian Tradition: A History of the Development of Doctrine, & the recipient of innumerable academic awards & degrees both honorary & earned. In 1998 he & his wife Sylvia were received into the Orthodox Church & made St. Vladimir’s Orthodox Seminary, Crestwood, NY, his home & parish, becoming a member of the Board of Trustees of the Seminary. God rest his soul.
· On Sun., May 28th, our dear sister in Christ Catherine Stavropoulos fell asleep in the Lord. We extend our heart-felt condolences to her family and pray fervently for her blessed repose in the Bosom of Abraham.
Thank you: The following note was received from Dr. Paul Kassab, God-father to David & Jan Leopold:
My dear friends, 

I would like to express my deepest gratitude for your prayers & thoughts over the past few months as I was going through my treatment[s]. Although I do not know each & every one of you in person, through our bonds in Christ, we need no formal introductions. Let me assure you that your love in Christ for me was a source of strength and encouragement.

Father Daniel & the parish of All Saints, I thank you again.

In Christ, 

Dr.Paul.
News of the Parish & Diocese
June 25th-July 1st: Camp St. Raphael: Session 1

July 2nd-July 8th:  Camp St. Raphael: Session 2 
July 17th-21st: Bienniel Clergy Symposium (Antiochian Village)
Sat., July 22nd: Feast of the Holy Equal-to-the-Apostles Mary Magdalene.

Tues., Aug. 1st: Feast of the Holy Maccabees & Procession of the Cross (beginning of the Fast of the Theotokos)

Sun., Aug. 6th: Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord.

Tues., Aug. 15th: Feast of the Dormition of the Theotokos (end of the Fast). 
Sat., Aug. 26th:  Blessing of the Vineyard
Prayer Requests: 
· Fr. Thomas Neustrom, whose health continues to weaken.
· Fr. Anthony Bell, pastor of St. Mary Orthodox Church, Topeka, Indiana, who is suffering from cancer.

· Kh. Joanne (wife of Fr. John Abdullah, editor of The Word), who is suffering from ovarian cancer.

· John Osborn, who is facing multiple surgeries.

· Our shut-ins. Sophia Osborn (now residing at the Bethany Home, 321 N. Chestnut, Lindsborg, Ks 67456 Room Phone: [785] 227-2669; Office Phone: [785] 227-2721), & Richard (James) & Rikki (Joseph-Mary) Hale.
· Those who keep our seminarians running: 

1. Fr. Chad Hatfield & Kh. Thekla, the Dean & assistant at St. Herman's Seminary, Kodiak, Alaska

2. Reader Paul Sidebottom, instructor at St. Herman's 

· Cindy Foster, daughter of Eleanor Smith, suffering from a non-cancerous brain tumor.

· For the repose of the soul of Mary Lucille Hatfield, who reposed on Tues., Jan. 31st 

Names' Days
Jerry Houchin (Holy Prophet Jeremiah, May 1), 

La9ura Baxter (Venerable Mother Pelagia, May 4), 

Paula Lambert (Holy Mother Monica, May 6), 

Helen Russin & Helen Yetter (Holy Empress Helen, May 21) 

Layne Lloyd (Holy Martyr John the Russian, May 27) 

& Lynda Innes, Eleanor Smith & Sara Osborn (Martha, Sister of St. Mary 

& St. Lazarus of Bethany, June 4).

Birthdays

Michael Klapp (May 3), Donna Baxter (May 7), 

Christopher Klapp & Dick Hale (May 9), 

Nicolas Yetter (May 10), Joanne Muchow (May 15), Robert Lindgren (May 19), 

Cindy Osborn (May 23) & George Stavropoulos (May 24).
Wedding Anniversaries

David & Christina Litchman (May 2) & Jack & Paula Lambert (May 12). 






� Cf. Genesis 2:7. The “first breathing” for St. Cyril was the creation of the soul of Adam by God’s breathing upon the man formed form the dust of the earth.


� Remember that, although the Apostles & Disciples had been with Him day & night, had saw Him per�form countless miracles & heard His teaching, both that given to the crowds & that given to them privately, with the exception of St. John the Evangelist, they all fled at His arrest. They were extremely skeptical about His Resurrection; &, even in the after witnessing His glorious Ascension into heaven, it was said that some doubted.


� The accompanying photo was taken during a Liturgy when the Holy Chrism was being conse�crated. Such a Chrism Liturgy takes place on Holy & Great Thursday. It has been reserv�ed, for the greater part of the last millennium, to a Patriarch or a head of an Au�tocephalous Church & takes place approximately every 10 years. On the evening of Palm Sunday, its preparation begins. The base is Olive oil to which Holy Water, wine & over 50 dif�fer�ent aroma�tic in�gredients are slowly added as it is continually stirred by cler�gy as the Gospels are read until the beginning of the Liturgy at which it will be cons�crat�ed.  In the case of our own Patriarchate, it is consecrated by the Patriarch of Constan�tin�ople & his Holy Synod. The Orthodox Church in America (OCA), having been granted the status of an Autoce�phalous Church by Russia in 1970, consecrates its own, here be see their present Metropolitan Herman performing the consecration





