A Cloud of Witnesses

September, 2005 

[image: image5.jpg]



Thy birth, O Theotokos, has brought joy to all the inhabited earth: for from thee has shone forth the Sun of Righteousness, Christ our God. He has loosed us from the curse and given the blessing; He has made death of no effect and bestowed on us eternal life.
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Before Thy Cross, we bow down in worship, 

Sovereign Lord; 

& Thy holy Resurrection we glorify.
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The Catholic Church glories in every action of Christ, but her glory of glories is the Cross. Knowing this, Paul says:

“But God forbid that I should glory, save in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (Cf. Gal. 6:14)  It was a wonderful thing for the man blind from birth to receive his sight in Siloe, but what is that compared to the blind of all the world [being healed]? It was a marvel beyond nature for Lazarus to rise again after four days; there, with Lazarus, the grace stopped; what was it compared to the raising of all men from the tomb of sin? It was wonderful that five loaves should supply food for five thousand, but what was that compared to the feeding of those famishing in ignorance throughout the world? The release of the woman bound by Satan for eighteen years was a portent, but more wonderful was the release of all of us held fast in the meshes of our sins. The glory of the Cross has at one & the same time led into the light those blind through ignorance, has delivered all bound in sin & redeemed all mankind.

Do not wonder that the whole world was redeemed, for it was no mere man, but the Only-Begotten Son of God Who died for it. The sin of one man, Adam, availed to bring death to the world; if by one man’s offense death reigned for the world, why should not life reign all the more “from the righteousness of the One”? (Rom. 5.18.) If Adam & Eve were cast out of Paradise because of the tree [of the knowledge of good & evil] from which they ate, should not believers more easily enter into Paradise because of the Tree of Jesus [, the Tree of Life]? If the first man, fashioned out of the earth, brought universal death, shall not He Who fashioned him, being Life [Itself], bring everlasting life? If Phinees by his zeal in slaying the evildoer appeased the wrath of God, shall not Jesus, Who slew no other, but “gave himself a ransom for all,” (Cf. I Tim. 2:6; on Phinees, Num. 25:7.) take away God’s wrath against man?

Therefore let us not be ashamed of the Cross of our Savior, but rather glory in it; “for the doctrine of the Cross” is “to the Jews a stumbling-block & to the Gentiles foolishness,” (1 Cor. 1:18, 23.) but to us salvation, “foolishness to those who perish but to those who are saved,…it is the power of God.” (1 Cor. 1:18, 23.)…It was not a mere man who died for us, but the Son of God, God made man. If under Moses the lamb kept the destroyer away [when the angel of death slew all the first-born of Egypt], did not “the Lamb of God, Who takes away the sins of the world,” (John 1:29.) all the more deliver us from our sins? The blood of a brute sheep accorded salvation; shall not the blood of the Only-Begotten much more save us? If any man doubts the power of the Crucified, let him question the devils; if any man doubts words, let him believe the evident facts. Many have been crucified throughout the world, but of none of these are the demons afraid. For these died because of their own sins, but Christ for the sins of others; for He “did not sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth.” (1 Peter 2:22.) …

Jesus truly suffered for all men. For the Cross was no illusion; otherwise our redemption also is an illusion. His death was not imaginary; otherwise our salvation is an idle tale. If His death was imaginary, they were right who said: “We have remembered how that Deceiver said, while He was yet alive, ‘After three days I will rise again.’” (Matt. 27:63.) Therefore His passion was real, for He was truly crucified, & we are not ashamed of it. He was crucified, & we do not deny it, but rather do I glory in speaking of it…I confess the Cross, because I know of the Resurrection; had the Cross been the end, perhaps I would not have confessed it, but concealed both it & my Master; however, since the Cross was followed by the Resurrection, I am not ashamed to avow it.

Being in the flesh like other men, He was crucified, but not for sins men commit. He was not led to death for love of gain, for He was a teacher of poverty; He was not condemned for lust, for He said plainly: “Anyone who even looks with lust at a woman has already committed adultery with her”; (Matt. 5:28.) not for smiting or striking impetuously, for He turned the other cheek to the smiter; not for despising the Law, for He was the Fulfiller of the Law; not for reviling a prophet, for He was proclaimed by the prophets; not for defrauding men of their hire, for He ministered freely, without recompense; not for sinning in word or deed or thought: “Who did no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. Who, when he was reviled, did not revile, when he suffered, did not threaten”; (1 Peter 2:22-23.) who came to His Passion, not unwillingly, but willingly; & if anyone even now should attempt to dissuade Him & say: “Far be it from Thee, O Lord,” (Matt. 16:22.) He will say again: “Get behind me, Satan.” (Matt. 16:23.)

Do you wish to be convinced that He came to His passion willingly? Others, ignorant of their fate, die against their will, but He foretold His Passion: Behold, “the Son of Man will be delivered up to be crucified.” (Matt. 26:2.) Do you know why this Lover of mankind did not shun death? To prevent the whole world from perishing in its sins. “Behold we are going up to Jerusalem, & the Son of Man will be betrayed & crucified”; (Matt. 20:18, 19.) & again: “He steadfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem.” (Luke 9:51.) Would you know clearly that the Cross is a glory to Jesus? Listen to His words, not mine. Judas, grown ungrateful to the Master, was intent on betraying Him. Going forth from the table where he had drunk His cup of blessing, he sought, in return for that draught of salvation, to shed just blood. “Who ate his bread lifted up his heel against Him.” (Cf. Ps. 40:10.) He had just received the blessed Gifts & at once he was plotting His death for the wages of betrayal. (Cyril seems to imply that Judas had received the sacred species before he left the supper room.) When he had been convicted & heard the words: “Thou hast said it,” (Matt. 26:25.) he went forth again; then Jesus said: “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.” (John 12:23.) Do you see how He knew the Cross to be His own peculiar glory? If Isaiah is not ashamed of being sawn asunder, shall Christ be ashamed of dying for the world? “Now is the Son of Man glorified”; (John 13:31.) not that He lacked glory before, for He was glorified with the glory which He had before the creation of the world. As God He was glorified from eternity; now He was being glorified, having borne the crown of His patience. He did not give up His life perforce, nor was He put to death by violence, but of His own will. Hear what He says: “‘I have the power to lay down my life, & I have the power to take it up again.’ (John 10:18.) I yield it to My enemies of My own choice, for unless I willed it so, it could not be.” He came, then, of His own free choice to His Passion, rejoicing in His noble deed, smiling at the crown, cheered by the salvation of men; He was not ashamed of the Cross, for it saved the world. It was no ordinary man Who suffered, but God in man’s nature, striving for the reward of His patience…

One should never grow weary of hearing about our crowned Lord... Therefore, let no one grow weary; take arms against the adversaries for the sake of the Cross itself; set up the faith of the Cross as a trophy against objectors. When you are to dispute with unbelievers concerning the Cross of Christ, first make with your hand the sign of the Cross of Christ, & the objector will be silenced. Do not be ashamed to confess the Cross. For angels glory in it, saying: We “know that you seek Jesus, Who was crucified.” (Matt. 28:5.) Could you not have said, O angel, “I know you seek my Master?” But he says with confidence, “I know the Crucified.” For the Cross is a crown, not a dishonor.
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The Savior endured all this, “making peace through the blood of the Cross, for all things whether in the heavens or on the earth.” (Col. 1:20.) For we were enemies of God through sin, & God had decreed the death of the sinner. One of two things, therefore, was necessary, either that God, in His truth, should destroy all men, or that in His loving-kindness, He should remit the sentence. But see the wisdom of God; He preserved the truth of His sentence & the exercise of His loving-kindness. Christ took our sins “in His body upon the Tree; that we, having died to sin,” by His death “might live to justice.” (1 Peter 2:24.) He Who died for us was of no small worth; He was no material sheep; He was no mere man; He was more than an angel, He was God made man. The iniquity of sinners was not as great as the justice of Him Who died for them; the sins we committed were not as great as the justice He wrought, Who laid down His life for us; He laid it down when He willed & took it up again when He willed. He did not lay down His life perforce, or yield up His spirit against His will, as you may learn from His words to His Father: “Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit.” (Luke 23:46.) I commend it, to take it up again. “And having said this, He expired,” (Luke 23:46.) not for long, since He quickly rose again from the dead.

Let us not be ashamed to confess the Crucified. Let the Cross, as our seal, be boldly made with our fingers upon our brow & on all occasions; over the bread we eat, over the cups we drink; in our comings & in our goings; before sleep; on lying down & rising up; when we are on the way & when we are still. It is a powerful safeguard; it is without price, for the sake of the poor; without toil, because of the sick; fr it is a grace from God, a badge of the faithful, & a terror to devils; for “he displayed them openly, leading them away in triumph by force of it.” (Col. 2:15.) For when they see the Cross, they are reminded of the Crucified; they fear Him Who has “smashed the heads of the dragons.” (Ps. 73:13.) Despise not the seal as a free gift, but rather for this reason honor your Benefactor all the more.

[The above is an excerpt from the 13th Catechetical Lecture of St. Cyril of Jerusalem. His Catechetical Lectures are the most complete witness to the content & method of religious instruction in the early Church.]
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Our Father among the Saints Cyril Archbishop opf Jerusalem (March 18): Born in Jerusalem in the time of St. Constantine the Great, he died in 386. He was ordained priest in 346, & in 350 succeeded the blessed Patriarch Maximus on the throne of Jerusalem. He was 3 times deposed & sent into exile; until in the end, in the time of Theodosius, he did not return but lived a further 8 years in peace & gave his soul to the Lord. He had 2 great struggles: 1 against the Arians, who became strong under Constans, Constantine's son, & the other in the time of Julian the Apostate, with this renegade & with the Jews. In a time of Arian domination, at Pentecost, the sign of the Cross, brighter than the sun, appeared stretching over Jerusalem & the Mount of Olives & remaining several hours from 9:00 in the morning. A letter was sent to the Emperor about this happening, which was seen by all living in Jerusalem, & this served to strengthen Orthodoxy against the heretics. In the time of the Apostate, another sign took place. In order to humiliate the Christians, Julian arranged with the Jews for them to rebuild the Temple of Solomon. St. Cyril prayed to God that this should not happen. & there was a terrible earthquake which destroyed all that had been newly-built. The Jews began again, but again there was an earthquake, that destroyed not only the new building but also the old stones that were still in place beneath the earth. & so the words of the Lord came true: 'Not one stone shall remain on another.' Of his many writings there has been kept his 'Catecheses', which sets out the faith & practice of Orthodoxy to the present day. A rare arch-pastor & a great ascetic, he was meek, humble, worn out by fasting & pale of face. After a life of great labor & knightly battle for the Orthodox faith, he entered peacefully into rest & went to the eternal courts of the Lord.
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The Miraculous Sitka Icon of the Mother of God
The Sitka Icon of the Mother of God Located at the Cathedral of St Michael the Archangel in Sitka, Alaska is one of the most revered Icons in North America: the Sitka Mother of God. 

This Icon has been attributed to a famous Iconographer, Vladimir Lukich Borovikovsky (1758-1826), a protégé of the Empress Catherine II who was instructed at the Academy of Arts in St Petersburg, Russia. In addition to being a great portrait painter, Borovikovsky also painted many of the Icons for the Cathedral of the Kazan Icon in St Petersburg. 

Painted in the style of the Kazan Mother of God Icon, on canvas, the Sitka Mother of God Icon is 36 x 17½ inches in size. An exceptionally beautiful & detailed riza of silver covers the Icon of the Theotokos & Christ Child, & the Image of God the Father blessing from above.

The Cathedral received the Icon as a gift from the laborers of the Russian American Company in 1850, 2 years after the Cathedral was completed. Even with their meager wages, these men generously made their contribution to the Church. 

Miracles have been attributed to the Sitka Mother of God Icon over the years. It is believed that the gaze of the eyes of the Theotokos have led to the restored health of those who prayed before the Icon. 

Because of her peaceful gaze, the Icon has been described as a "pearl of Russian ecclesiastical art of ineffable gentleness, purity & harmony…." & "…the most beautiful face of the Mother of God with the Divine Child in her arms is so delicately & artistically done that the more one looks at it the more difficult it is to tear one’s gaze away." 

Originally part of the main Iconostasis at the Cathedral of St. Michael the Archangel in Sitka, Alaska, the Icon is now permanently located on the far left side of the Iconostasis in a special place of honor.

The Sitka Icon will be making a pilgrimage to 64 parishes in the “Lower 48”, beginning on Sept. 7th. During each visit, Alaskan clergy will lead the faithful in prayer before the sacred image & share historic & modern accounts of life in the diocese where Orthodox Christianity first arrived in North America.
Sincere “Thank You” to: 

· The Zack & Leilah Farha Charitable Foundation for their generous gift to our parish of $1,000.00.

· Justina Houchin, John Stavropoulos, Bill Fekas & all who worked so hard & joyfully to make this year’s Blessing of Grapes & Greek Dinner such a success.  

God grant you all many years.
 News of the Parish & Diocese
Tues., Sept. 27th:Pilgrimage to venerate the Wonder-Working Icon of Our Lady of Sikta, Alaska, 7:00pm at St. George Cathedral, Wichita, the chanting of the Akathistos Hymn (it is anticipated that Fr. Chad will accompany the icon).

Sun., Oct. 2nd:
Beginning of the 2005/2006 Sunday School Year.

Tues., Oct. 4th:
Concert by the world-famous Gloriae Dei Contores (St. George, Wichita)m 7:30pm

Sat., Oct. 8th 
72nd Annual Lebanese Dinner & Food sale (St. George Cathedral, Wichita), 4-8pm.

Sun., Oct. 9th 
72nd Annual Lebanese Dinner & Food sale , 12-7pm.

Sat., Oct. 15th: 
 Fall Soup Dinner, chaired by the reader Andrew Walker.

Oct. 21st-23rd:
Fall Diocesan Gathering (Hosted by St. Elijah, Oklahoma City)

Sat., Nov. 12th: 
Thanksgiving Dinner (This year we plan to invite the needy & the broader community of Salina to join us.).

Tues., Nov. 15th:
Beginning of the Philip-Fast (40-day fast before Christmas)

Sun., Dec. 25th:
Feast of the Nativity of the Lord.

Fri., Jan, 6th:
Feast of Theophany (commemoration the Baptism of the Lord)

Feb., 7th-10th:
Annual Retreat for the Clergy of the Diocese of Wichita

Sun., Feb. 12th:
Beginning of the Pre-Lenten Season.

Mon., March 6th:
Pure Monday; the First Day of Great Lent

Sun., April 23rd:
The Holy & Great Pascha (Passover) of the Lord (Easter)

Sat., April 29th: 
Big Greek Dinner.

June 15th-18th:
Parish Life Conference (hosted by St. George, El Paso)
Prayers are requested

· Our shut-ins. Sophia Osborn, Catherine Stavropoulos & Richard (James) & Rikki (Joseph-Mary) Hale.
· Our seminarians: 

1. Fr. Deacon Elia & his family, 

2. Reader Paul Sidebottom, instructor at St. Herman's Seminary (address: C/O St. Herman Orthodox Seminary, 414 Mission Road, Kodiak, AK  99615)

3. Fr. Deacon Christopher & Anastasia Morris (address: 98 Wahington St., 2nd floor, Carbondale, PA  1840)

· Mrs. Lucille Hatfield (Fr. Chad's mother), who has been diagnosed with non-Hodgkin's lymphoma, for which she is being treated with chemotherapy.

· Joel Mai, who is currently recovering from a seizure at home.

· Dr. George Farha, friend & most generous benefactor of All Saints & St. Mary Magdalene, who recovering after surgery for an aneurism. (Dr. Farha’s address: 300 N. Terrace, Wichta, KS 67208). 

· For the repose of the soul of Sarah Megan, departed sister Kh. Thekla Hatfield & Sid Gray.

· For the repose of the soul of Kathleen Murphy, sister of Samuel Wygal, who reposed on Sun., July 17th.

· For the repose of the soul of Morris Burwell, father of Jeanine (Johna) Walker, who reposed on Mon., July 18th.

· For the repose of the soul of Najla Mufarrij, mother of His Grace Alexander, Bishop of Ottowa, Eastern Canada & Up-State New York. She fell asleep in the Lord on Tues., July 19th, in Lebanon.
· For the repose of the soul of Fr. Elias Meena, pastor of St. Luke, Solon, OH, who fell asleep in the Lord on Mon., July 26th.

Parish Wish-List: 
· Donors toward the altar-wine ($12.00 each). A response to this appeal would be very much appreciated!

· A sound-system for the Temple.

· The new Menaion (12 volumes) from Transfiguration Greek Orthodox Monastery, $1,000.00 for the set (+$35.00, shipping) through Sept. 30th, $1,200.00 thereafter.
God Grant You Many, Many Blessed Years!

Names' Days
Joshua Houchin (Prophet Joshua the son of Nun, Sept. 1st), Jan Isham, Lois Johnson & Ashley Houchin (Righteous Elizabeth, mother of St. John the Baptist, Sept. 5th), Sophia Osborn & Jan Leopold (Holy Martyr Sophia, mother of Faith, Hope & Charity, Sept. 17th), Ari Stavropoulos (Holy Martyr Ariadne, Sept. 18th), Donna Baxter (Venerable father Zosimas, Sept. 19th) Christen Pantle & Kh. Thekla Hatfield (Holy Proto-Martyr Thekla, Sept. 24th), Jack Lambert (Holy apostle John the Theologian, Sept. 26th), Dr. Ray Russin (Venerable Father Roman the Sweet-Singer, Oct. 1st) 

& Fr. Thomas Neustrom (Holy Apostle Thomas, Oct. 6th)

Birthdays
Eleanor Smith (Sept. 1st), Jan Mai (Sept. 3rd), Janelle Mai & Rex Muchow (Sept. 5th), Sid Hays (Sept. 7th), Ana Podariu (Sept. 9th) Ashley Houchin (Sept. 12th) Sam Wygal (Spet. 14th) Chelsea Pantle (Sept. 20th) Irene Andreev (Sept. 22nd) Jeremy Mai (Sept. 25th) Fedor Andreev & Claire Danneberg (Sept. 26th) Katya Hintz (Sept. 28th ), Joel Mai (Sept. 30th) & Khouriya Thekla Hatfield (Oct. 11th)).
Wedding Anniversaries
Jeff & Janine Walker  (Sept. 1st), Sam & Vi Wygal (Sept. 5th), Fedor & Irene Andreev (Oct. 3rd.) & Christopher & Jennifer Klapp (Oct. 5th).






