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Today is the foreshadowing of the good pleasure of God and the herald of the salvation of men. The Virgin is revealed in the Temple of God, and beforehand she announces Christ to all. Let us therefore cry to her with mighty voice: Hail! Thou fulfillment of the Creator’s Dispensation.
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[image: image2.png]



All Saints Orthodox Church

2818 Scanlan Avenue, Salina, KS 67401

Church: 823-3735  Home: 309-0858   Cell: (785) 820-0287

E-mail: allsaints95@sbcglobal.net
Right Rev’d. Fr. Daniel S. Griffith, pastor
(E-mail: frdaniel@cox.net)
Very Rev’d. Fr. Thomas Neustrom, (823-2410)
++++++++++++
A Patristic Homily on the Eucharist

It is often said the Orthodox Christians are so devoted to their liturgies & ceremonies that they often neglect to read the Holy Scriptures. Such an accusation could only be uttered by one who had never honestly read or studies those same liturgies & ceremonies. The holy fathers & teachers of the Church read & meditated upon the Scriptures continually. The inspired words were their constant companions & their daily bread. They drank so deeply from the Scriptural fountain that the prayers & hymns which they composed are saturated with the Scriptures. Subtracting the appointed Scriptural texts which are read during the services (readings from the Old & New Testaments & the psalms), the remaining texts: both of the prayers & hymns, will be seen to be a richly embroidered tapestry, at least 60-70% being either direct quotations from Scripture or paraphrases or allusions thereunto. Likewise the patristic sermons which have been preserved for us present a similar Scriptural tapestry. Although the approach, & certainly the content of such meditations, are quit different from what one encounters among Protestants, this must not blind one to the profoundly Scriptural nature of our worship, our prayers & our meditation. The following homily of Theophilus, patriarch of Alexandria (Egypt, +444), on the Holy Eucharist is a fine example of this distinctly Orthodox approach to the Scripture & Scriptural themes. 

What is more delightful, what sweeter to those who love God, who truly long for life, than to enjoy God unceasingly and to find repose in His divine remembrances. For if those who fill themselves with food and drink and foster their own precarious luxuries keep their bit of flesh quite thriving and bold, in how many ways will those who have concern for their souls and are fed upon the water of refreshment (Psalm 22:2), that is, of the divine preaching, shine forth, clad and adorned, according to the Prophet, in apparel of cloth of gold (Psalm 44:10)? For “they shall grow wings like eagles; they shall run, but not grow weary; they shall march, and not hunger” (Isaiah 40:31).

Since, then, from the spiritual race-course we have arrived at the goal of the life-giving Mysteries and Gifts beyond understanding are offered to us from the Lord as the provisions of immortality, come then, as many of you as seek the delight of things ineffable, who are sharers of a heavenly calling (Hebrews 3:1), who have withal eagerness, put on an unfailing faith as a wedding garment, together let us hasten to the Mystical Supper. Today Christ feasts us, today Christ serves us, Christ, the Lover-of-Mankind, refreshes us. Awesome is what has been said, awesome too is what is accomplished. The Fatted Calf (Luke 15:2311) is sacrificed; the Lamb of God Who takes away the sins of the world (John 1:29) is slain. The Father rejoices, the Son is willingly offered in sacrifice, not today by those who war against God [the Jewish Sanhedrin & mob], but by Himself, to show that His salvific Passion was willingly endured.

[image: image1.png]SREANGE OF THE THESOKS

——




…Pay attention…to the nobility of those who proclaimed these things beforehand and to their credibility in these matters. For it is not some low-lives or riff-raff and common types collected from the crossroads by bright young politicos who proclaimed these things, but Solomon, great among kings, was sent ahead as the herald of the King of All. He who was the lord over lofty thrones [Solomon] spoke forth the Mysteries of the Most High. He, bedecked with purple and with a diadem upon his head, pronounced the edicts of Him Who establishes and removes kings (Daniel 2:21). Do you see how great is the nobility of the herald? Observe the power of the things foretold to you through him. “Wisdom [The Wisdom of the Father is identified with the eternal Son and Word, with Him Who would become incarnate in the womb of the Ever-Virgin Mary. The Hebrew word for Wisdom is feminine, hence the use of feminine references],” he says, “has built Herself an house, She has set down seven columns. She has slain Her victims, She has mixed her Wine in a bowl and has prepared Her Table. She has sent out Her servants, inviting to Her bowl with a lofty proclamation, saying: ‘He who is foolish, let him turn to Me.’ And to those lacking wits she said: ‘Come, eat My Bread, and drink the Wine I have mixed for you. Abandon folly, and you shall live,’ and ‘Seek prudence that you may thrive,’ and ‘Order your understanding with knowledge” (Proverbs 9:1-6).

Beloved, these words are tokens of the things now being celebrated, which are the delights of the banquet here. The Munificent One is here; the divine Gifts are set forth; the mystical Table is made ready; the life-giving Bowl is mixed; the King of Glory summons, the Son of God welcomes, God incarnate, the Word invites. The Hypostatic Wisdom of the Father has built for Himself a temple not made by hands (Hebrews 9:11), He distributes His Body as Bread and bestows His life-giving Blood as Wine. O awesome Mystery! O inexpressible economy! O incomprehensible condescension! O unsearchable kindness! The Creator offers Himself to the creature for his enjoyment! Life Itself bestows Himself on mortals for their food and drink!
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 “Come, eat My Bread,” He urges, “and drink the Wine I have mixed for you. I have prepared Myself to be Food, I have mixed Myself as Drink, for those who desire Me. Willingly I became Flesh (John 1: 14), though I am Life. By free choice I shared in Blood and Flesh (Hebrews 2:14), though I am the Word and Hypostatic Image (Hebrews 1:3) of My Father, in order to save you. Taste and see that I, the Lord, am good (Psalm 33.9). You tasted the fruit of disobedience [the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good & evil], and you knew that bitter is the food of the bitter counselor [Satan in the guise of the serpent]. Taste now the fruit of obedience which wards off peril, and know that it is better and more profitable to obey God. You tasted out of due time, and you died. Eat in due time, and you shall live, You chose to learn by trial the outcome of disobedience. Learn also by trial the benefits of obedience. Taste and see that I, the Lord, am good. Exchange experience for experience. Through the perception of evil, you acquired the knowledge of disobedience. Through the perception of good, learn the discernment of obedience. Evilly did Adam stretch forth his hand, not holding in reverence my salvific command, unwilling to discern the Lord’s ordinance and the servant’s obedience, unwilling by faith to avoid the condemnation for infidelity? He stretched forth his hand, he made a dire exchange, he sold the blessed life which he had and bought instead, by his choice, lamentable death. He fashioned for himself the death which had been foretold, but nowhere yet existed. He furnished reality for something which had no reality. He changed the clothing of the immortality that is according to grace for the corruption that is from the will. Willingly he became liable to judgment, and in his condemnation he knew the difference between the ordinance of Me, the Lord, and the deceit of the tempter [Satan], and disdaining the trustworthy decree, he invited slaughter upon himself from his infidelity and was likened to vanity” (Psalm 143:4).
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Because of all this, again I proffer the entire fruit of obedience to Me to those who have died through disobedience. Taste and see that I, the Lord am most truthful in all things. The offspring of falsehood cannot be found coming from the Truth, nor the flower of death from life, for opposites cannot coexist. Eat the Life, and you will live, for this is My desire. Eat the Life that does not fail, for this have I come, that you may have life, and have it more abundantly (John 10:10). Eat My Bread, for l am the life-giving Grain of the wheat (John 12:24), and l am the Bread of Life (John 6:35). Drink the Wine which I have mixed for you, for I am the Drink of immortality. Abandon the folly of impiety, and you shall live. Learn again by experience the things that are good and opportune. Regain through obedience what the disobedience of your Forefather [Adam] forfeited. He was thrust out of Paradise because of his disobedience. You enter through obedience. Abandon his impiety, and replace it with piety towards Me, the Creator, Seek prudence, that you may live and correct your mind in knowledge of Me. if any is quite foolish, let him turn to Me, and he will know the Light of truth. I am God, First and Thereafter, and apart from Me there is no God (Isaiah 44:6), begotten of God the Father. I am in the Father and the Father is in Me (John 14:9), and the Father and I are one (John 10:30), and he who has seen Me has seen My Father also (John 14:9). I am the Life and the Resurrection (John 11.25). I am the Bread of Life (John 6:35, 48) Who have come down from heaven (John 6:51) and grant life to men. Receive Me as leaven into your mass (I Corinthians 5:6), that you may partake of the indestructible Life that is in Me. I am the True Vine (John 15:1), drink My Joy, the Wine I have mixed for you. For My Cup is intoxicating (Psalm 22:5), intoxicating like the most powerful antidote, Joy, against the grief which sprouted in Adam.

Behold, I have prepared a table for you over against those who afflict you (Psalm 22:5). Opposite Eden I settled Adam who had violated that celebrated place, that by his seeing the delight no longer permitted he might suffer a ceaselessly smoldering distress. Again, over against those who afflict you have I given you a Table, life-giving and joy-creating. which offers in exchange for distress unspeakable joy before those who have envied you. Eat the Bread which renews your nature. I drink the Wine, the exultation of immortality. Eat the Bread which purges away the old bitterness, and drink the Wine which eases the pain of the wound. This is the healing of your nature, this is the punishment of the one who did the injury [Satan]. I became like you, for you, without being changed from My Nature, that you might through Me become partakers of the Divine Nature (2 Peter 1:4). Be changed accordingly, a good change, so that in timely beauty you may be turned from the world to God, from the flesh to the Spirit. I became the True Vine in your race, that in Me you might bear sweet-smelling fruit. Suck the richness of my Ambrosia and grow fat. I am the Lord Who gives food to all flesh (Psalm 135:25), but especially to those who fear Me, just as David foretold, saying: ‘Merciful and compassionate is the Lord. He has given Food to those who fear Him (Psalm 110:4-5).I once rained manna also on Israel, and I sent from heaven bread prepared without their labor (Wisdom 16:20). But the beloved people ignored and rejected the wonder, and Israel did not know Me, and the people did not understand Me (Isaiah 1:3). But as those who ate the manna in the wilderness are dead, not thus do I present My Body to you, for he who eats this Bread ‘will live forever” (John 6:59).

Have you understood these things, beloved? Have the Lord’s words clearly shown you the ineffable mysteries of this most holy day? Or do you wish to consider its glories in greater elaboration? For we will disclose it quite gladly and reveal to the students of the truth things upon which angels will long to gaze (1 Peter 1:12). not as questioning or contradicting the things which have been divinely foretold, but as making clear, from their first beginnings, the things to which these are akin. But, O considerate children,…let us go together to most renowned Sion, and let us gaze with the mind towards the citadel and see how He Who rules the ends of the earth made ready for the Mystical Supper. How the One Who sits [image: image5.png]


upon the cherubim (Psalm 79:2) reclined at the Supper, how He Who was eaten in Egypt by way of a type
 takes the type to Himself, how He Who was mystically sacrificed in Egypt here willingly sacrifices Himself, and, having eaten the type [Christ’s Last or Mystical Supper with His disciples on the night of His betrayal], as the Fulfiller of types He revealed the truth, at the same time offering Himself as the Food of Life, so that having joined to the end of the things prophesied of Him the beginning, in turn, of the things so wisely ordained by Him, He might grant the Gifts of His love for mankind which would last forever for the race of men by a common dispensation.

Receive from me the account of the divine Gospels concerning these Gifts. “As they were eating, Jesus took Bread, broke It, gave it to His disciples and said: ‘Take, eat, This is My Body.’ And taking the cup and giving thanks, He gave It to them saying: ‘Drink of This, all of you; for This is My Blood of the New Covenant, shed for many for the forgiveness of sins’ (Matthew 26:26-28).” O the wonder! O that sacred Mystery! O that divine initiation! He showed the way by means of the letter [the fulfilling of the Law of Moses which required observance of the Passover], He completed it through the spirit (2 Corinthians 3:6). He taught through types, He gave grace through deeds. In Sion He fulfilled the Law of the letter [the Torah or the Law of God delivered to Moses, the 613 positive & negative commandments contained in the first 5 Book of the Old Testament]; from Sion He proclaimed the Law of Grace.

…Let us, then, receive the Body of Life Himself Who for our sake dwelt in our body as the divinely inspired John says: “Life was made visible” (1 John 1:2); and again, “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us” (John 1:14). This Word is Christ, the Son of the Living God (Matthew 16:16), Who is One of the Holy Trinity. And let us drink His holy Blood for the atonement of our transgressions and for participation in the immortality that is in Him, all the while believing that He remains Priest and Victim, He the One offering and the One offered, the One receiving and the One distributed, not dividing into two persons the divine and inseparable and, indeed, unconfused unity of One of the all-honorable Trinity. To Him be glory and adoration, along with the Father and the Holy Spirit unto the ages of ages. Amen.

************
News from St. Mary Magdalene

October was a quiet month at St. Mary Magdalene, Manhattan. The garden has a new rose bush, and the annual garden was cleared. Fr. John Baize returned to our altar on the last Saturday of the month.

The revived K-State OCF has decided to meet monthly on Sundays at 6:00 PM in the Hoffman Lounge, Justin Hall (across Lovers' Lane from the President's House).  November's topic "Our Home Church and the Church as Our Home."  If you have students at K-State, give them a reminder.
All Saints Parish Council (Oct. 16th)

ARCHDIOCESE CONVETION EXPENSES: Fr. Daniel’s expenses were paid by the Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch.

ICON PROJECT: Thus far attempts to discuss with Jan Isham resumption of work on the East Wall has been unsuccessful. We will continue to pursue contacts. I was suggested that Jan might be willing to help us prepare for an icon exhibit either at the Museum or at the Art Center.

AOCWNA: Elizabeth (Lois) Johnson reported that the ladies will cover the Sunday School expenses for this year.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: Our three (3) classes: pre-teens, teens & adults have been meeting regularly on Sundays following a brief Coffee Hour and the program seems to be working well.

MAINTENANCE/REPAIR: Lawrence G. reported that the cracked window will be repaired soon.
ADOPT AN ALASKAN SEMINARIAN: It was decided to give our share, $450.00 from our treasury with the hope that parishioners would come forward to cover this expense.
ARCHDIOCESE ASSESSMENT: Fr. Daniel clarified some points about the new assessment system approved at the Archdiocese Convention in July.
The assessment will be a straight, across the board amount of 8% on all parish income for the year 2005, with only 2 exemptions: (a) building fund when applied to the building of a new church-temple, parish hall or rectory which will begin construction within the next year (this is for new construction, not renovations or icons) and (b) contributions toward charitable causes, whether those be responses to special Archdiocesan appeals (i.e., Hurricane Katrina, etc.) or to local charities.

For 2006 the amount will be increased to 9% and for 2007 to 10%.

The question was raised as to the consequences if a parish is unable to pay. Fr. Daniel assured us that that Archdiocese has no desire to close parishes and will be willing in special circumstances to make adjustments.

At the recent meeting of the Local Synod, His Grace Bishop Basil asked if alternative plans for meeting the Archdiocese budget might be considered. His Eminence Philip gave permission for His Grace to make suggestions. At our recent Kansas Deanery meeting with Bishop Basil, he requested that each of the clergy of deanery plus 1 or 2 interested and informed laymen from each parish meet together to address two (2) issues: 

1. A re-examination of the funds which would be exempted for the assessment

2. Alternative proposals as to how to meet the Archdiocese budget.

After all the deaneries have met and submitted their proposals, His Grace, together with our Kansas deanery, will review them. He will then send recommendations to the Archdiocese for their consideration.

In the discussion at our Kansas Deanery meeting concern was expressed that the real problem lies with the Archdiocese budget itself. It presupposes the highly centralized approach which has until now been the way the Archdiocese has functioned. Consequently it has become too inflateed. The work of many of the departments can be more effectively handled on the diocesan level. A single coordinator or facilitator would be all that was needed at the Archdiocese level. This would reduce the growing Archdiocese bureaucracy. The coming Diocesan Assembly in El Paso this summer needs to examine very carefully the proposed budget, line item by line item. We must stop being a rubber stamp. 

However, since the new assessment system was approved by the Archdiocese General Assembly, it appears that it will be implemented in 2006. What we must do is first to determine realistically what would be our financial obligation to the Archdiocese and then to determine honestly and realistically what we can meet

PARISH THANKSGIVING DINNER: Plans, under the capable guidance of the reader John, are progressing well for the dinner and it appears that we will have a fair number of guests with us. Our choir is planning a brief concert “to digest by”.
ADDENDUM

A SINCERE “THANK YOU” FOR THE FOLLOWING:

· To Fr. Thomas Neustrom for the beautiful signs which he made to be held during the Life Chain 2005 on Sun., after noon Oct. 9th (Fr. Daniel reported that All Saints had 8 members participating in the event but the overall participation seemed less than in precious years.). They gave an eloquent and very Orthodox witness to our concern for the un-born. Those of us representing All Saints became quite the object of “sign-envy”.

· An anonymous donor has purchased a beautifully newly published 12-volume set of the Menaion (the liturgical book which contains the services for each of the fixed feasts of the Church year). At His Grace’s suggestion we have donated our previous Menaion set to Holy Transfiguration Mission, Hillsboro.

 News of the Parish & Diocese

At the Synod meeting His Eminence METROPOLITAN PHILIP reported that over $400,000.00 has been received in response to his emergency appeal for victims of Hurricane Katrina & Rita. This is the largest amount ever received in such an Archdiocesan appeal. His Eminence has already sent $225,000.00 to the IOCC (International Orthodox Christian Charities) hurricane relief office located at the facilities of St George/Houston, TX, as a gift from the people of this Archdiocese. Before determining how to disburse the remaining funds he is awaiting formal assessments of damage from the priests & parish councils of the 3 congregations most severely impacted by the storms: St Basil the Great/Metairie-New Orleans, LA, St John the Divine/Lake Charles, LA, and St Michael the Archangel/Beaumont, TX. Over $1,640 was received from our own parish.
Tues., Nov. 15th 
Beginning of the Pre-Christmas Fast.

Nov. 18th-19th:
Salina Rescue Mission Food Drive (at all Salina Dillon Markets)

Sat., Dec. 17th:
Eve of the Feast of the Holy Prophet Daniel 


All are invited to a fish dinner following Vespers (5:30pm)

Sat., Dec. 24th:
Christmas Eve.


Orthros, 8:00am

Vigil Divine Liturgy, 9:00am


Great Vespers, 4:00pm


Festal Orthros, 10:30pm

Sun., Dec. 25th:
Feast of the Nativity of the Lord.


Festal Midnight Divine Liturgy.

Fri., Jan, 6th:
Feast of Theophany (commemoration the Baptism of the Lord)

Feb., 7th-10th:
Annual Retreat for the Clergy of the Diocese of Wichita

Sun., Feb. 12th:
Beginning of the Pre-Lenten Season.

Sat., Feb. 18th 
Ordination to the holy priesthood of the Rev’d Deacon Christopher Morris by His Grace Basil in the Chapel of St. Tikhon of Zadonsk Seminary, South Canaan, PA.

Mon., March 6th:
Pure Monday; the First Day of Great Lent

Sun., April 23rd:
The Holy & Great Pascha (Passover) of the Lord (Easter)

Sat., April 29th: 
Big Greek Dinner.

June 15th-18th:
Parish Life Conference (hosted by St. George, El Paso)
Prayers are requested
· His Eminence Metropolitan Philip, who has returned home & is recovering well (cards may be sent to His Eminence: Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese, 358 Mountain Rd., P.O. Box 5238, Englewood, NJ  07631-5238).
· Our shut-ins. Sophia Osborn, Catherine Stavropoulos & Richard (James) & Rikki (Joseph-Mary) Hale.
· Our seminarians: 

1. Fr. Deacon Elia & his family, 

2. Reader Paul Sidebottom, instructor at St. Herman's Seminary, Kodiak, Alaska

3. Fr. Deacon Christopher & Anastasia Morris

· Mrs. Lucille Hatfield (Fr. Chad's mother), who has been diagnosed with non-Hodgkin's lymphoma, for which she is being treated with chemotherapy.

· Zoe McCallam (who was struck by a car near her home in Garden City), daughter of Ramona & Brian McCallam, has been released from the St. Francis Hospital, Wichita, & is recovering well.
· For the repose of the soul of Sarah Megan, departed sister Kh. Thekla Hatfield & Sid Gray.

· For the repose of the soul of Kathleen Murphy, sister of Samuel Wygal, who reposed on Sun., July 17th.

· For the repose of the soul of Morris Burwell, father of Johna Walker, who reposed on Mon., July 18th.

· For the repose of the soul of Najla Mufarrij, mother of His Grace Alexander, Bishop of Ottowa, Eastern Canada & Up-State New York. She fell asleep in the Lord on Tues., July 19th, in Lebanon.
· For the repose of the soul of Fr. Elias Meena, pastor of St. Luke, Solon, OH, who fell asleep in the Lord on Mon., July 26th.

· For the repose of the soul of Margaret Yetter, step-mother of Sub-deacon David Yetter, who reposed on Tues, Sept. 27th.

· For the repose of the soul of Janet Johnson, sister of Johna Walker, who reposed on Sat., Oct. 22nd.

Parish Wish-List: 
· Donors toward the altar-wine ($12.00 each). A response to this appeal would be very much appreciated!

· A sound-system for the Temple.
God Grant You Many, Many Blessed Years!

On Sunday, Oct. 16th, Fr. Deacon Christopher & Anastasia Morris became the proud parents of e baby girl, Gabriella Marie. Congratulations can be sent to: 98 Washington St., Carbondale, PA 18407
Names' Days
Kyle Lindgren, Brittany Gapter, Michael Klapp, Benjamin Lindgren & Ernst Hintz (Holy Archangels Michael, Gabriel & Raphael & All the Bodiless Hosts of Heaven, Nev. 8th), Kent Berquist (Father among the Saints Nektarios of Pentapolis, Nov. 8th), Sean Hatfield (Father among the Saints John Chrysostom, Archbishop of Constantinople, Npv. 13th), Stan Ehler & Boaz Nandwa (Father among the Saints Gregory Palamas, Archbishop of Thessalonica, Nov. 14th), Matthew Pantle (Holy Apostle Matthew, Nov. 16th) Maren Danneberg, Katherine Stavropoulos, Katya Hintz & Adrienne Gapter (Holy Virgin-Martyr Catherine of Alexandria, Nov. 25th) & Jeff Walker (Holy apostle Andrew the First-Called, Nov. 30th).

Birthdays
David Innes (Nov. 2nd), Maren Danneberg (Nov. 4th), Theo Stavropoulos (Nov. 7th), Jan Isham (Nov. 8th), Melanie Stavropoulos (Nov. 13th) Deidre Hays (Nov. 16th) Kyle Lindgren (Nov. 20th) Donna Sabo (Nov. 21st) Jack Lambert & Kent Berquist (Nov. 25th) Helen Yetter (Nov. 30th).
Wedding Anniversaries
Ernst & Jerri Hintz (Nov. 8tht) & Dick & Rikki Hale (Nov. 27th).






� A “type” is an event, a person, a place which, in addition to its historical significance, carried a profound prophetic meaning. Thus the near sacrifice of Isaac by his father Abraham at God’s command was a “type” of Christ’s voluntary, saving sacrifice upon the Cross for our sake; and Israel’s passing dryshod through the Red Sea under Moses leadership was a “type” both of Christ’s passage from death to life and of our saving passage through the waters of Baptism to new life in the Promised Land on high.





