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READER’S TYPIKA ON SUNDAY, APRIL 26, 2020 
(1st Sunday after Pascha) 

Sunday of Thomas the Apostle, Called “The Twin” 

 
THE OPENING 

Leader: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy on us, 

and save us. 

Reader: Amen. 

Leader & Choir: Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down Death by death, and upon those 

in the tombs bestowing life! (thrice) 

All-holy Trinity, have mercy on us. Lord, cleanse us from our sins. Master, pardon our iniqui-

ties. Holy One, visit and heal our infirmities for thy Name’s sake. 

Lord, have mercy.  (Thrice) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages.  Amen 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done on 

earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil 

one. 

Leader:  O Lord, Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on us.  

All: Amen. 

Reader: Lord, have mercy.  (12 times) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages.  Amen. 

O come, let us worship and fall down before God our King. 

O come, let us worship and fall down before Christ, our King and our God. 

O come, let us worship and fall down before the Very Christ, our King and our God. 

THE FIRST ANTIPHON: PSALM 102 

Reader: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me bless His holy name. Bless the Lord, 

O my soul, and forget not all that He hath done for thee, Who is gracious unto all thine iniquities, 

Who healeth all thine infirmities, Who redeemeth thy life from corruption, Who crowneth thee 

with mercy and compassion, Who fulfilleth thy desire with good things; thy youth shall be re-

newed as the eagle's. The Lord performeth deeds of mercy, and executeth judgement for all them 

that are wronged. He hath made His ways known unto Moses, unto the sons of Israel the things 

that He hath willed. Compassionate and merciful is the Lord, long-suffering and plenteous in 

mercy; not unto the end will He be angered, neither unto eternity will He be wroth. Not according 

to our iniquities hath He dealt with us, neither according to our sins hath He rewarded us. For 

according to the height of heaven from the earth, the Lord hath made His mercy to prevail over 

them that fear Him. As far as the east is from the west, so far hath He removed our iniquities from 

us. Like as a father hath compassion upon his sons, so hath the Lord had compassion upon them 

that fear Him; for He knoweth whereof we are made, He hath remembered that we are dust. As 
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for man, his days are as the grass; as a flower of the field, so shall he blossom forth. For when the 

wind is passed over it, then it shall be gone, and no longer will it know the place thereof. But the 

mercy of the Lord is from eternity, even unto eternity, upon them that fear Him. And His right-

eousness is upon sons of sons, upon them that keep His testament and remember His command-

ments to do them. The Lord in heaven hath prepared His throne, and His kingdom ruleth over all. 

Bless the Lord, all ye His angels, mighty in strength, that perform His word, to hear the voice of 

His words. Bless the Lord, all ye His hosts, His ministers that do His will. Bless the Lord, all ye 

His works, in every place of His dominion.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages.  Amen 

And again: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me bless His holy Name; blessed 

art Thou, O Lord. 

THE SECOND ANTIPHON: PSALM 145 

Reader: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

Praise the Lord, O my soul. I will praise the Lord in my life, I will chant unto my God for as long 

as I have my be-ing. Trust ye not in princes, in the sons of men, in whom there is no salvation. 

His spirit shall go forth, and he shall return unto his earth. In that day all his thoughts shall perish. 

Blessed is he of whom the God of Jacob is his help, whose hope is in the Lord his God, Who hath 

made heaven and the earth, the sea and all that is therein, Who keepeth truth unto eternity, Who 

executeth judgement for the wronged, Who giveth food unto the hungry. The Lord looseth the 

fettered; the Lord maketh wise the blind; the Lord setteth aright the fallen; the Lord loveth the 

righteous; the Lord preserveth the proselytes. He shall adopt for His own the orphan and widow, 

and the way of sinners shall He destroy. The Lord shall be king unto eternity; thy God, O Sion, 

unto generation and generation.  

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

THE HYMN OF JUSTINIAN 

Choir: Only-begotten Son and Word of God, who art im-mortal, who for our salvation willed to 

be incarnate of the Holy Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary, and without change became man; and 

wast crucified, O Christ our God, and trampled down death by death; who art one of the Holy 

Trinity, glorified together with the Father and the Holy Spirit: save us. 

THE BEATITUDES  IN TONE ONE 

In Thy kingdom remember us, O Lord, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 

• Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

• Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be comforted. 

• Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 

• Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled. 

For Thomas Sunday1 in Tone One 

Verse 8: Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. 

By Thy Cross Thou didst render us new instead of old, and incorruptible instead of corruptible, 

O Christ; and Thou didst command us to live worthily in newness of life. 

Verse 7: Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 

By Thy Cross Thou didst render us new instead of old, and incorruptible instead of corruptible, 

O Christ; and Thou didst command us to live worthily in newness of life. 

 
1 These troparia are taken from the 3rd and 6th Ode of Matins Canon, cf. Pentecostarion. 
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Verse 6: Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the sons of God. 

Though enclosed within a grave in Thy circumscribable flesh, Thou didst arise, O Christ, Who 

art un-circumscribable; and while the doors were shut, Thou didst come unto Thy disciples, O 

Almighty One. 

Verse 5: Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom 

of heaven. 

Having    preserved    intact    Thy wounds, which Thou didst endure willingly for us, Thou didst 

show them unto Thy disciples, O Christ, as a witness of Thy glorious Resurrection. 

Verse 4: Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner 

of evil against you falsely, for my sake.  

Thou didst not leave Thomas immersed in the depth of unbelief, O Master, when he stretched 

forth his hands to examine Thee. 

Verse 3: Rejoice, and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in the heavens.  

Thou didst not leave Thomas immersed in the depth of unbelief, O Master, when he stretched 

forth his hands to examine Thee. 

Verse 2: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

Our Saviour said: When ye touch Me, see that I have bones and flesh; I am not subject to change. 

Verse 1: Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 

Thomas felt Thy side; and believing, he recognized Thee,  though he was not present when Thou 

didst first come, O our Saviour.  

THE FESTAL EISODIKON 

Verse: In congregations bless ye God, the Lord from the well-springs of Israel. 

Choir: Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee. Alleluia, Alleluia, 

Alleluia. 

Apolytikia: 

APOLYTIKION FOR THOMAS SUNDAY IN TONE SEVEN 

While the tomb was sealed, Thou didst shine forth from it, O Life. While the doors were closed, 

Thou didst come in to Thy Disciples, O Christ God, Resurrection of all, renewing in us through 

them an upright spirit, according to the greatness of Thy mercy. 

Do not sing the Apolytikion of the Patron Saint! 

THE TRISAGION HYMN 

Holy God, Holy mighty, Holy Immortal have mercy on us. (thrice)  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever, and unto the ages 

of ages. Amen.  

Holy Immortal have mercy on us.  

Holy God, Holy mighty, Holy Immortal have mercy on us.  

 

THE APOSTOLOS & THE GOSPEL 

PROKEIMENON, IN TONE 3 

Great is our Lord, and great is His strength, and of His understanding there is no measure. (Ps. 

146:5) {twice} 

Verse: Praise ye the Lord, for a psalm is a good thing; let praise be sweet unto our God. (Ps. 

146:1) 

Great is our Lord, and great is His strength, and of His understanding there is no measure. 
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APOSTOLOS FOR THOMAS’ SUNDAY: 

Reader: The reading is from the Acts of the Apostles §14 (5:12-20) 

In those days, many signs and wonders were done among the people by the hands of the Apos-

tles. And they were all together in Solomon’s Portico. None of the rest dared join them, but the 

people held them in high honor. And more than ever believers were added to the Lord, multitudes 

both of men and women, so that they even carried out the sick into the streets, and laid them on 

beds and pallets, that as Peter came by at least his shadow might fall on some of them. The people 

also gathered from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing the sick and those afflicted with unclean 

spirits, and they were all healed. But the high priest rose up and all who were with him, that is, 

the party of the Sadducees, and filled with jealousy they arrested the Apostles and put them in the 

common prison. But at night an angel of the Lord opened the prison doors and brought them out 

and said, “Go and stand in the temple and speak to the people all the words of this Life.”  

ALLELUIA, IN TONE 8 

Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Verse 1: Come let us rejoice in the Lord, let us shout with jubilation unto God our Saviour. 

(Ps.94:1) 

Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Verse 2: For the Lord is a great God and a great king over all the earth. (Ps.94:3) 

Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

GOSPEL FOR THOMAS’ SUNDAY: 

Reader: The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. John §65 (20:19-31) 

Choir: Glory the Thee O Lord, Glory to Thee.  

Reader: On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being shut where the 

Disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace 

be with you.” When He had said this, He showed them His hands and His side. Then the Disciples 

were glad when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father 

has sent me, even so I send you.” And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to 

them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven; if you retain the 

sins of any, they are retained.”  

Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. So the 

other Disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in His 

hands the print of the nails, and place my finger in the mark of the nails, and place my hand in 

His side, I will not believe.”  

Eight days later, His Disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. The doors 

were shut, but Jesus came and stood among them, and said, “Peace be with you.” Then He said 

to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see My hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my 

side; do not be faithless, but believing.” Thomas answered Him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus 

said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen Me? Blessed are those who have not seen 

and yet believe.”  

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the Disciples, which are not written in this 

book; but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that 

believing you may have life in His Name. 

Choir: Glory the Thee O Lord, Glory to Thee. 
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Then we sing the following, in tone 6 

Choir: Remember us, O Lord, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 

• Remember us, O Master, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 

• Remember us, O Holy One, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 

The heavenly choir praiseth Thee and saith: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth; heaven and earth 

are full of Thy glory. 

Verse: Come unto Him, and be enlightened and your faces shall not be ashamed. 

The heavenly choir praiseth Thee and saith: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth; heaven and earth 

are full of Thy glory. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

The choir of Holy angels and archangels, with all the heavenly hosts praiseth Thee and saith: 

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth; heaven and earth are full of Thy glory. 

Both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages.  Amen. 

THE SYMBOL OF FAITH 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible 

and invisible; 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Only-begotten, Begotten of the Father before 

all worlds, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, Begotten, not made; of one essence with the 

Father, by whom all things were made: Who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven, and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and was made man; And was 

crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate, and suffered and was buried; And the third day He rose 

again, according to the Scriptures; And ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of the 

Father; And He shall come again with glory to judge the living and the dead, Whose kingdom 

shall have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life, Who proceedeth from the Father, 

Who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified, Who spake by the Proph-

ets;  

And I believe in One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the 

remission of sins. I look for the Resurrection of the dead, And the Life of the world to come. 

Amen. 

Leader: Remit, pardon, forgive, O God, our offenses, both voluntary and involuntary, in deed and 

word, in knowledge and ignorance, by day and by night, in mind and thought; forgive us all 

things, for Thou art good and the Lover of mankind. 

All: Amen 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done on 

earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil 

one. 

Leader: O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on us. 

All: Amen. 

KONTAKION OF PASCHA IN TONE EIGHT 

O Immortal One, when Thou didst descend into the tomb, Thou didst destroy the power of Hades; 

and Thou didst rise victorious, O Christ God. Thou hast said to the ointment-bearing women: 

Rejoice! And Thou gavest peace to Thy Disciples, O Bestower of Resurrection to those Who had 

fallen. 
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Leader: Lord, have mercy.  (12 times) 

O All-Holy Trinity, the consubstantial dominion, the indivisible Kingdom, and cause of every 

Good: Show Thy good will even unto me a sinner; make steadfast my heart and grant it under-

standing, and take away mine every defilement; enlighten my mind that I may glorify, hymn, 

worship, and say: 

Choir: One is Holy, One is Lord, Jesus Christ, to the Glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 

PSALM 33 

Reader: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto 

ages of ages.  Amen 

I will bless the Lord at all times, His praise shall continually be in my mouth. In the Lord shall 

my soul be praised; let the meek hear and be glad. O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt 

His name together. I sought the Lord, and He heard me, and delivered me from all my tribulations. 

Come unto Him, and be enlightened, and your faces shall not be ashamed. This poor man cried, 

and the Lord heard him, and saved him out of all his tribulations. The angel of the Lord will 

encamp round about them that fear Him, and will deliver them. O taste and see that the Lord is 

good; blessed is the man that hopeth in Him. O fear the Lord, all ye His saints; for there is no 

want to them that fear Him. Rich men have turned poor and gone hungry; but they that seek the 

Lord shall not be deprived of any good thing. Come ye children, hearken unto me; I will teach 

you the fear of the Lord. What man is there that desireth life, who loveth to see good days? Keep 

thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking guile. Turn away from evil, and do good; seek 

peace, and pursue it. The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and His ears are opened unto 

their supplication. The face of the Lord is against them that do evil, utterly to destroy the remem-

brance of them from the earth. The righteous cried, and the Lord heard them, and He delivered 

them out of all their tribulations. The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a contrite heart, and He 

will save the humble of spirit. Many are the tribulations of the righteous, and the Lord shall deliver 

them out of them all. The Lord keepeth all their bones, not one of them shall be broken. The death 

of sinners is evil, and they that hate the righteous shall do wrong. The Lord will redeem the souls 

of His servants, and none of them will do wrong that hope in Him.  

 

THE HYMN TO THE THEOTOKOS 

Instead of  “It is truly meet…” we sing the Irmos of the 9th ode of the  

Matins canon from the Pentecostarion, in tone 1 

O most radiant lamp, the Theotokos, the immeasurable honor, which is more exalted than all 

creatures, with praises do we magnify thee. 

READINGS 

ANTI-PASCHA (THOMAS SUNDAY) 

Though the doors were shut at the dwelling where the disciples were gathered for fear of the 

Jews on the evening of the Sunday after the Passover, our Saviour wondrously entered and stood 

in their midst, and greeted them with His customary words, “Peace be unto you.” Then He showed 

unto them His hands and feet and side; furthermore, in their presence, He took some fish and a 

honeycomb and ate before them, and thus assured them of His bodily Resurrection. But Thomas, 

who was not then present with the others, did not believe their testimony concerning Christ’s 

Resurrection, but said in a decisive manner, “Except I shall see in His hands the print of the nails, 

and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into His side, I will not believe.” 
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Wherefore, after eight days, that is, on this day, when the disciples were again gathered together 

and Thomas was with them, the Lord Jesus came while the doors were shut, as He did formerly. 

Standing in their midst, He said, “Peace be unto you”; then He said to Thomas, “Bring hither thy 

finger, and behold My hands; and bring hither thy hand, and thrust it into My side: and be not 

unbelieving, but believing.” 

And Thomas, beholding and examining carefully the hands and side of the Master, cried out 

with faith, “My Lord and my God.” Thus he clearly proclaimed the two natures – human and 

divine – of the God-man (Luke 24:36–49; John 20:19–29). 

This day is called Antipascha (meaning “in the stead of Pascha,” not “in opposition to Pascha”) 

because with this day, the first Sunday after Pascha, the Church consecrates every Sunday of the 

year to the commemoration of Pascha, that is, the Resurrection. [From tyoos.org] 

 

* * * 

 THE HOLY HIEROMARTYR BASIL, BISHOP OF AMASIA & THE VIRGIN-MARTYR GLAPHYRA 

The Hieromartyr Basil, Bishop of Amasea, lived at the beginning of the fourth century in the 

Pontine city of Amasea. He encouraged and comforted the Christians suffering persecution by 

the pagans. During this time the Eastern part of the Roman Empire was ruled by Licinius (311-

324), the brother-in-law of the holy emperor Constantine the Great (May 21). Licinius deceitfully 

signed Saint Constantine’s Edict of Milan (313), which granted religious toleration to Christians, 

but he hated them and continued to persecute them.  

Licinius burned with passion for Glaphyra, a maidservant of his wife Constantia.The holy virgin 

reported this to the empress and sought her help. Dressing her in men’s attire and providing her 

with money, the empress Constantia sent her to Pontus in the company of a devoted servant. They 

told the emperor that Glaphyra had gone mad and lay near death. On her way to Armenia, Saint 

Glaphyra stopped in Amasea, where the local bishop, Saint Basil, gave her shelter.  

At this time the saint was building a church in the city. Saint Glaphyra donated all the money 

that she had received from Constantia for its construction, and in a letter to the empress she asked 

her to send additional funds to complete the church. The empress fulfilled her request. However, 

Saint Glaphyra’s letter fell into the hands of the emperor. The enraged Licinius ordered the gov-

ernor of Amasea to send him the hierarch and the maidservant. Saint Glaphyra died before the 

edict arrived in Amasea, and Saint Basil was sent to the emperor. Two deacons, Parthenius and 

Theotimos, followed after him and lodged near the prison where the saint was held.  

The pious Christian Elpidephoros bribed the jailer and each night he visited the saint with Par-

thenius and Theotimos. On the eve of the saint’s trial, he sang Psalms and chanted, “if I should 

sojourn at the extremity of the sea... even there Thy hand would guide me, and Thy right hand 

would hold me” (Ps 138/139:9-10). These were prophetic words.  

Three times he broke down in tears. The deacons were afraid that the saint would not be able to 

endure the coming torments, but he calmed them.  

At the trial Saint Basil resolutely refused the emperor’s offer to become a pagan priest, and so 

he was sentenced to death. Elpidephoros gave the soldiers money, and they allowed the saint to 

pray and to speak with his friends before execution. Then the saint said to the executioner, 

“Friend, do as you have been ordered.” Calmly, he bent his neck beneath the sword.  

When the martyr had been beheaded, Elpidephoros tried to ransom his relics from the soldiers. 

But the soldiers were afraid of the emperor and they threw the saint’s body and head into the sea. 
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After this, an angel of God appeared to Elpidephoros three times in a dream, saying, “Bishop 

Basil is in Sinope and awaits you.” 

Heeding this call, Elpidephoros and the deacons sailed to Sinope, and there they hired fishermen 

to lower their nets. When they lowered the net on the suggestion of the deacons Theotimos and 

Parthenius, they came up with nothing. Then Elpidephoros declared that he would ask them to 

lower the net in the name of the God Whom he worshiped. This time, the net brought up the body 

of Saint Basil. The saint’s head was attached to his body once more, and only the gash on his 

neck indicated the blow of the sword. The relics of Saint Basil were taken to Amasea and buried 

in the church he built. [From oca.org] 

* * * 

OUR FATHER AMONG THE SAINTS STEPHEN, FIRST BISHOP AND ENLIGHTENER OF PERM 

Saint Stephen the Enlightener of Perm, and Apostle to the Zyrians, was born around the year 

1340 into the family of Simeon, a cleric of the Ustiug cathedral. He was greatly influenced by his 

pious mother Maria. Endowed with great abilities, he already displayed an unusual zeal for the 

service of the Church: in a single year he learned to read the Holy Books and he assisted his father 

in church during services, fulfilling the duty of canonarch, and also that of reader.  

The young saint received monastic tonsure at the Monastery of Saint Gregory the Theologian 

at Rostov. The monastery was famed for its fine library. Since Saint Stephen wanted to read the 

holy Fathers in their original language, he studied Greek.  

In his youth, when he had assisted his father in church, he frequently spoke with the Zyrian 

people. Now, having been immersed in the rich culture of the Church, Saint Stephen burned with 

a desire to convert the Zyrians to Christ.  

To facilitate the enlightenment of the Zyrians, he compiled an alphabet of their language and 

translated some of the Church books. For this pious work Bishop Arsenius of Rostov (1374-

1380), ordained him to the rank of hierodeacon. 

Having prepared himself for missionary activity, Saint Stephen journeyed to Moscow (1379) to 

see Bishop Gerasimus of Kolomna, who then oversaw the affairs of the metropolitanate. The saint 

implored him, “Bless me, Master, to go into a pagan land, Perm. I want to teach the holy Faith to 

the unbelieving people. I am resolved either to lead them to Christ, or to lay down my life for 

them and for Christ.” The bishop joyfully blessed him and ordained him as a hieromonk. He 

provided him with an antimension for the altar table, holy chrism and service books, and Great 

Prince Demetrius gave him a document of safe passage.  

From Ustiug Saint Stephen made his way along the North Dvina River up to the confluence of 

the Vychegda into it, where settlements of the Zyrians began. The proponent of faith in Christ 

suffered many toils and struggles, deprivation and sorrow, living among the pagans who wor-

shipped idols “with fire, water, trees, a stone and golden woman-figure, and shaman, and wizard, 

and wood.”  

Father Stephen was sad to see that the Zyrians continued to worship a “sacred birch tree.” Im-

mense in its thickness and height, the birch tree grew on an elevated spot. The Zyrians gathered 

there and brought wild animals there for sacrifice. 

Saint Stephen’s cell was not far from the birch tree. He prayed and set fire to the tree in order 

to end the superstition. The Zyrians, seeing that the tree had been destroyed, meant to kill him. 

The saint said to them, “Judge for yourselves whether or not your gods have any power, since 

they are not able to defend themselves from the fire. Can they be gods, when they are so power-

less? They have no mind, neither can they see or hear. Your idol could not defend itself against 
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me, a weak man. Are all your other gods so powerless? The Christian God is not like this. He 

sees everything, knows everything and is Almighty, since He created the whole world and fore-

sees everything. How good He is, particularly to those who know Him! I desire only what is good 

for you, to bring you to the true God. He will love you and bless you, when you sincerely begin 

to honor Him.” On the site of the “sacred birch tree,” Saint Stephen built a church in honor of the 

Archangel Michael, the vanquisher of the spirits of darkness.  

The newly-baptized Zyrians themselves began to remove that which they once worshiped. They 

cut down sacred trees, they destroyed idols, and they brought to Saint Stephen the rich gifts set 

aside for the pagan sacrifices. He told his Zyrian helper Matthew to throw everything into the 

fire, except the linen cloth which was used for foot wrappings.  

But things came to a head among the Zyrians after Saint Stephen got the better of their chief 

priest Pama, who rose up against the spread of Christianity. The pagan priest entered into a debate 

with Saint Stephen. “Christian, you have only one God,” said Pama, “but we have many helpers 

on the land, and in the water, granting us good hunting in the forests, and with its abundance 

providing food and pelts to Moscow, the Horde and faraway lands. Our gods reveal to us the 

magic mysteries, inaccessible to you.” 

Saint Stephen answered that the true God is one; the Almighty is one, but experience has proven 

that the idols are powerless. After a lengthy dispute the pagan priest Pama challenged Saint Ste-

phen to pass through fire and water in a test of faith. Saint Stephen humbly replied, “Great is the 

Christian God. I accept your challenge.”  

Pama, however, lost his nerve and entreated the saint to save him from certain death. “You are 

witnesses,” said Saint Stephen to the people “how he wished to resolve the dispute about faith by 

fire and water, but he does not wish to be baptized. Who has regard for Pama now? What is to be 

done with him?”  

“Let the deceiver be put to death,” the people said, “for if Pama is set free, he will make mischief 

for you.” “No,” the saint replied, “Christ has not sent me to hand anyone over to death, but to 

teach. Since Pama does not wish to accept the saving Faith, let his stubbornness punish him, but 

I will not.” Pama was banished. In thanksgiving for his victory over the chief pagans, Saint Ste-

phen built a church in honor of Saint Nicholas at Vishero. After this, the saint’s preaching of 

Christ was more successful.  

In 1383, Saint Stephen was consecrated Bishop of Malaya Perm [Lesser Perm]. Like a loving 

father he devoted himself to his flock. To encourage the newly-converted, Saint Stephen opened 

schools adjacent to the churches, where they studied the Holy Scriptures in the Permian language. 

The saint supervised the instructions, and taught them what they needed to know in order to be-

come priests and deacons. Saint Stephen taught several of his students how to write in the Permian 

language. The saint built churches, in which he placed Zyrian priests, and services were con-

ducted in the Zyrian language.  

Saint Stephen translated the HOROLOGION [Book of Hours], the PSALTER, and other litur-

gical books into the Zyrian language.  

During a crop failure the saint provided the Zyrians with bread. Many times he protected them 

from the trickery of corrupt officials, gave them alms, and defended them from the incursions of 

other tribes, interceding for them at Moscow. The fruit of his efforts and good deeds came in the 

conversion of all of Perm to Christianity. This great deed was accomplished by his strength of 

faith and Christian love. The life of the saint was a victory of faith over unbelief, of love and 

meekness over malice and impiety.  
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There was a touching “meeting in absence” of Saint Stephen of Perm with Saint Sergius of 

Radonezh, occurring in the year 1390 as Saint Stephen journeyed to Moscow on church business. 

Saint Stephen fervently loved the Radonezh ascetic and very much wanted to pay him a visit, but 

had no time to do so. Ten versts from the monastery of Saint Sergius, Saint Stephen turned in the 

direction of the monastery and with a bow he said, “Peace to you, my spiritual brother!” 

Saint Sergius, who was eating a meal with the brethren, stood up, made a prayer and, bowing 

towards the direction where the saint rode, answered, “Hail also to you, pastor of the flock of 

Christ, may the peace of God be with you!”  

The deep spiritual connection of Saint Stephen of Perm and Saint Sergius of Radonezh is re-

called even today in a certain prayer recited each day in the trapeza.  

Besides building churches, Saint Stephen also founded several monasteries for the Zyrians: the 

Savior Ulianov wilderness monastery 165 versts from Ust-Sysolsk, the Stephanov 60 versts from 

Ust-Sysolsk, the Ust-Vym Archangel, and the Yareng Archangel.  

In the year 1395 Saint Stephen again went to Moscow on affairs of his flock, and died there. 

His body was placed in the Church of the Transfiguration in the Moscow Kremlin. The Zyrians 

bitterly lamented the death of their archpastor. They earnestly entreated the Moscow prince and 

the Metropolitan to send the body of their patron back to Perm, but Moscow did not wish to part 

with the relics of the saint.  

The glorification of Saint Stephen began already at the beginning of the fiftenth century. The 

Life of the saint was written soon after his death. The hieromonk Pachomius the Serb composed 

the service to him, with the hieromonk Epiphanius the Wise, who was a disciple of Saint Sergius 

of Radonezh. He also knew Saint Stephen and loved to converse with him. [From oca.org] 

* * * 

OUR RIGHTEOUS FATHER JOANNICIUS (JANIK) OF DEVICH IN SERBIA (+1430) 

He was a Serb from Zeta. As a young man, overcome with love for Christ, he left his home and 

went off to the region of the Ibar, to the mouth of he Black River, to a narrow cave in which, 

according to tradition, St Peter of Korisa had lived in asceticism before him. But when his fame 

began to spread among the people, he fled to Drnica and hid himself in the thick forest of Devic. 

St Janik spent years there in solitude, silence and prayer. According to tradition, the Serbian 

Prince George Brankovic brought his mad daughter to him, and the saint healed her. In gratitude, 

George built a monastery in that place known today by the name of Devic. Here are kept Janik's 

holy and wonderworking relics. In this monastery there lived almost to the present day a famous 

and godly nun, Euphemia, better-known in the Kossovo region as Blessed Stojna. She entered 

into rest in the Lord in 1895. [From the Prologue] 

THE LITTLE DISMISSAL 

The Leader bows toward the icon of Christ on the iconostasis, saying: 

Leader: Glory to thee, O Christ our God and our Hope, glory to thee. 

All: Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever, and unto ages 

of ages. Amen. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. O Lord, bless. 

Leader: O Thou Who rose again from the dead, Christ our true God, through the intercessions of 

his all-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother; of our venerable and God-bearing fathers; of 

the Holy Myrrh-Bearer and Equal to the Apostles Mary Magdalene, protector of this community; 

of the holy, glorious, and all-laudable Apostle Thomas, called “The Twin”; of the Hieromartyr 

Basil, bishop of Amasea with Venerable Glaphyra; Stephen, bishop of Perm; and Venerable 
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Ioanikios of Devitch in Serbia, whose memory we celebrate today, and of all the saints: have 

mercy on us, and save us, for Thou art good and lovest mankind. 

Leader: Christ is risen! 

People: Indeed, He is risen!  

(The above dialogue is done 3 times) 

Leader:  Glory to His holy, third-day Resurrection! 

People: We adore His holy, third-day Resurrection! 

Then, facing the icon of Christ, on the iconostasis, the Leader says: 

Leader: Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down Death by death, and upon those in the 

tombs…  

People: …bestowing life! 

 

 


