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READER’S TYPIKA ON SUNDAY, JUNE 21, 2020 
(2nd Sunday after Pentecost) 

The Synaxis of All Saints of North America 

 
Leader: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy on us, 

and save us. 

Reader: Amen.  

THE TRISAGION PRAYERS 

People: Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have mercy on us. (Thrice) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages.  Amen 

All-holy Trinity, have mercy on us. Lord, cleanse us from our sins. Master, pardon our iniqui-

ties. Holy One, visit and heal our infirmities for thy Name’s sake. 

Lord, have mercy.  (Thrice) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages.  Amen 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done on 

earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil 

one. 

Leader:  O Lord, Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on us.  

All: Amen. 

Reader: Lord, have mercy.  (12 times) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages.  Amen. 

O come, let us worship and fall down before God our King. 

O come, let us worship and fall down before Christ, our King and our God. 

O come, let us worship and fall down before the Very Christ, our King and our God. 

THE FIRST ANTIPHON: PSALM 102 

Reader: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me bless His holy name. Bless the Lord, 

O my soul, and forget not all that He hath done for thee, Who is gracious unto all thine iniquities, 

Who healeth all thine infirmities, Who redeemeth thy life from corruption, Who crowneth thee 

with mercy and compassion, Who fulfilleth thy desire with good things; thy youth shall be re-

newed as the eagle's. The Lord performeth deeds of mercy, and executeth judgement for all them 

that are wronged. He hath made His ways known unto Moses, unto the sons of Israel the things 

that He hath willed. Compassionate and merciful is the Lord, long-suffering and plenteous in 

mercy; not unto the end will He be angered, neither unto eternity will He be wroth. Not according 

to our iniquities hath He dealt with us, neither according to our sins hath He rewarded us. For 

according to the height of heaven from the earth, the Lord hath made His mercy to prevail over 

them that fear Him. As far as the east is from the west, so far hath He removed our iniquities from 

us. Like as a father hath compassion upon his sons, so hath the Lord had compassion upon them 
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that fear Him; for He knoweth whereof we are made, He hath remembered that we are dust. As 

for man, his days are as the grass; as a flower of the field, so shall he blossom forth. For when the 

wind is passed over it, then it shall be gone, and no longer will it know the place thereof. But the 

mercy of the Lord is from eternity, even unto eternity, upon them that fear Him. And His right-

eousness is upon sons of sons, upon them that keep His testament and remember His command-

ments to do them. The Lord in heaven hath prepared His throne, and His kingdom ruleth over all. 

Bless the Lord, all ye His angels, mighty in strength, that perform His word, to hear the voice of 

His words. Bless the Lord, all ye His hosts, His ministers that do His will. Bless the Lord, all ye 

His works, in every place of His dominion.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages.  Amen 

And again: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me bless His holy Name; blessed 

art Thou, O Lord. 

THE SECOND ANTIPHON: PSALM 145 

Reader: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

Praise the Lord, O my soul. I will praise the Lord in my life, I will chant unto my God for as long 

as I have my be-ing. Trust ye not in princes, in the sons of men, in whom there is no salvation. 

His spirit shall go forth, and he shall return unto his earth. In that day all his thoughts shall perish. 

Blessed is he of whom the God of Jacob is his help, whose hope is in the Lord his God, Who hath 

made heaven and the earth, the sea and all that is therein, Who keepeth truth unto eternity, Who 

executeth judgement for the wronged, Who giveth food unto the hungry. The Lord looseth the 

fettered; the Lord maketh wise the blind; the Lord setteth aright the fallen; the Lord loveth the 

righteous; the Lord preserveth the proselytes. He shall adopt for His own the orphan and widow, 

and the way of sinners shall He destroy. The Lord shall be king unto eternity; thy God, O Sion, 

unto generation and generation.  

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

THE HYMN OF JUSTINIAN 

Choir: Only-begotten Son and Word of God, who art im-mortal, who for our salvation willed to 

be incarnate of the Holy Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary, and without change became man; and 

wast crucified, O Christ our God, and trampled down death by death; who art one of the Holy 

Trinity, glorified together with the Father and the Holy Spirit: save us. 

 

THE BEATITUDES IN TONE ONE1 

In Thy kingdom remember us, O Lord, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 

For the Resurrection in Tone One 

Verse 12: Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Through food, the enemy led Adam out of Paradise; and through the Cross Christ led the thief 

back into it crying: 'Remember me, O Lord, when Thou comest into Thy Kingdom.' 

Verse 11: Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be comforted. 

I venerate Thy sufferings and glorify Thy Resurrection. With Adam and with the thief I raise a 

shining cry to Thee: 'Remember me, O Lord, when Thou contest into Thy Kingdom.' 

 
1 For the benefit of the faithful, we make a more comprehensive use of hymnography in our arrangement (which is modeled 

after the Pentecostarion service for All Saints): 4 Troparia from the Octoechos + 4 Troparia from Ode 3 + 4 Troparia from 

Ode 6. An alternative arrangement is given in the OCA rubrics (from Diocese of Alaska) where they use 6 Troparia from 

the Octoechos + 4 Troparia from Ode 6.   



3 

 

Verse 10: Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 

Without sin, hast Thou been crucified, and of Thine own will hast Thou been laid in the tomb. 

But Thou as God hast risen raising Adam with Thyself, crying: 'Remember me, when Thou 

comest into Thy Kingdom.' 

Verse 9: Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled. 

On the third day, O Christ our God, Thou hast raised from the tomb the temple of Thy body 

raising with Thyself Adam and those descending from him, crying: 'Remember me when Thou 

comest into Thy Kingdom.' 

For All Saints of North America in Tone Two2 

Verse 8: Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. 

Rejoice, land of Alaska, for the Orthodox Faith has been planted in thee and now bears the fruit 

of salvation throughout North America. 

Verse 7: Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 

Let us praise in sacred hymns our Father Herman of Alaska, who has bestowed his blessing upon 

the New World and has left us his holy relics as a source of healing for many who honor his 

memory. 

Verse 6: Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the sons of God. 

Iliamna and Kenai rejoice, and all America is filled with gladness as we trust in the power of your 

intercession, O holy martyrs Juvenal and Peter. 

Verse 5: Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom 

of heaven. 

We entreat you to intercede for your people, Hieromartyr Juvenal and youth Peter, whose struggle 

for the Faith included the shedding of your blood. Teach us to confess with boldness the Orthodox 

Faith and to have no fear of the enemy. 

For All Saints of North America, in same tone3 

Verse 4: Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner 

of evil against you falsely, for my sake.  

O Holy Hierarch Tikhon, thou didst provide for the spiritual well-being of the Church in the New 

World by establishing the monastic tradition. Through thy prayers, may the monastery thou didst 

found in the mountains of Pennsylvania, named after thy heavenly patron, St. Tikhon of Zadonsk, 

be a haven for many who give all in their love of Christ. 

Verse 3: Rejoice, and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in the heavens.  

O Holy Hierarch Nicholas, thou didst inspire spiritual renewal in thy native land. The Lord led 

thee to the shores of America, where thou didst continue thine apostolic ministry, instructing in 

theology and preaching the beauty of the Kingdom of God. 

Verse 2: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

We beseech thee, O Bishops of Christ, Innocent, Tikhon, Nicholas and Raphael, to dissipate the 

soul-destroying tempests that assail us. Through your prayers, O holy hierarchs, may we be 

granted spiritual tranquility. 

Verse 1: Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 

 
2 These troparia are taken from the 3rd Ode of the Matins canon. 
3 These troparia are taken from the 6th Ode of Matins Canon. 
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As thou hast continually interceded for our land, at the prayers of the North American Saints, 

look upon us now, O Most pure Theotokos, and, as the hope of the hopeless and helper of those 

in distress, grant us a sign of thy compassion, O Lady. 

 

THE SUNDAY EISODIKON 

Verse: O come, let us worship and fall down before Christ. 

Choir: Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead; who sing to Thee: Alleluia, Alleluia, 

Alleluia. 

Apolytikia: 

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE ONE 

While the stone was sealed by the Jews, and the soldiers were guarding Thy most pure body, 

Thou didst arise on the third day, O Savior, granting life to the world. For which cause the heav-

enly powers cried aloud unto Thee, O giver of life. Glory to Thy Resurrection O Christ, glory to 

Thy kingdom, glory to Thy providence, O Thou Who alone art the lover of mankind. 

APOLYTIKION OF ALL SAINTS OF NORTH AMERICA IN TONE EIGHT 

As the bountiful harvest of Thy sowing of salvation, the lands of North America offer to Thee, O 

Lord, all the saints who have shone in them. By their prayers keep the Church and our land in 

abiding peace through the Theotokos, O most Merciful One! 

APOLYTIKION OF ST. MARY MAGDALENE IN TONE ONE 

(**The soldiers standing guard**) 

When Christ God had been born for our sakes from the Virgin, thou faith-fully didst follow Him, 

keeping His statutes and heeding His sacred laws, O august Mary Magdalene. Hence, as we today 

observe thy holy remembrance, we receive the loosing of our sins and transgressions through thy 

holy prayer(s) for us. 

THE TRISAGION HYMN 

Holy God, Holy mighty, Holy Immortal have mercy on us. (thrice) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever, and unto the ages 

of ages. Amen. 

Holy Immortal have mercy on us. 

Holy God, Holy mighty, Holy Immortal have mercy on us. 

 

THE APOSTOLOS & THE GOSPEL 

PROKEIMENON, TONE 1 

Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us, according as we have hoped in Thee. (Ps.32:22) {twice} 

Verse: Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous; praise is meet for the upright. (Ps.32:1) 

Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us, according as we have hoped in Thee. 
SUNDAY APOSTOLOS:  

Reader: The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans §81a (2:10-16) 

Brethren, glory and honor and peace for everyone who does good, the Jew first and also the 

Greek.  For God shows no partiality.  All who have sinned without the Law will also perish 

without the Law, and all who have sinned under the Law will be judged by the Law.  For it is not 

the hearers of the Law who are righteous before God, but the doers of the Law who will be justi-

fied.  When Gentiles who have not the Law do by nature what the Law requires, they are a law 

to themselves, even though they do not have the Law.  They show that what the Law requires is 

written on their hearts, while their conscience also bears witness and their conflicting thoughts 
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accuse or perhaps excuse them on that day when, according to my gospel, God judges the secrets 

of men by Christ Jesus. 

ALLELUIA, TONE 1 

Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  

Verse 1: O God Who givest avengement unto me and hast subdued peoples under me. (Ps.17:48) 

Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  

Verse 2: It is He that magnifieth the salvation of His king and worketh mercy for His anointed, 

for David, and for his seed unto eternity. (Ps.17:51) 

Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  

THE SUNDAY GOSPEL: 

Reader: The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew §9 (4:18-23) 

Choir: Glory the Thee O Lord, Glory to Thee.  

Reader: At that time, as Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee, He saw two brothers, Simon 

who is called Peter and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen.  

And He said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.”  Immediately they left 

their nets and followed Him.  And going on from there He saw two other brothers, James the son 

of Zebedee and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets, and 

He called them.  Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed Him.  And He went 

about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and preaching the gospel of the Kingdom and 

healing every disease and every infirmity among the people. 

Choir: Glory the Thee O Lord, Glory to Thee. 

Then we sing the following, in tone 6 

Choir: Remember us, O Lord, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 

• Remember us, O Master, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 

• Remember us, O Holy One, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 

The heavenly choir praiseth Thee and saith: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth; heaven and earth 

are full of Thy glory. 

Verse: Come unto Him, and be enlightened and your faces shall not be ashamed. 

The heavenly choir praiseth Thee and saith: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth; heaven and earth 

are full of Thy glory. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

The choir of Holy angels and archangels, with all the heavenly hosts praiseth Thee and saith: 

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth; heaven and earth are full of Thy glory. 

Both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages.  Amen. 

THE SYMBOL OF FAITH 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible 

and invisible; 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Only-begotten, Begotten of the Father before 

all worlds, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, Begotten, not made; of one essence with the 

Father, by whom all things were made: Who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven, and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and was made man; And was 

crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate, and suffered and was buried; And the third day He rose 

again, according to the Scriptures; And ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of the 

Father; And He shall come again with glory to judge the living and the dead, Whose kingdom 

shall have no end. 
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And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life, Who proceedeth from the Father, 

Who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified, Who spake by the Proph-

ets;  

And I believe in One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the 

remission of sins. I look for the Resurrection of the dead, And the Life of the world to come. 

Amen. 

Leader: Remit, pardon, forgive, O God, our offenses, both voluntary and involuntary, in deed and 

word, in knowledge and ignorance, by day and by night, in mind and thought; forgive us all 

things, for Thou art good and the Lover of mankind. 

All: Amen 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done on 

earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil 

one. 

Leader: O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on us. 

All: Amen. 

Kontakia: 

KONTAKION OF THE RESURRECTION IN TONE ONE 

As God, Thou didst arise from the tomb in glory, and Thou didst raise the world together with 

Thyself. And mortal nature praised Thee as God, and death was obliterated. And Adam danceth 

for joy, O Master, and Eve, now freed from fetters, rejoiceth as she crieth out: Thou, O Christ, 

dost grant resurrection unto all. 

KONTAKION OF ALL SAINTS OF NORTH AMERICA IN TONE THREE 

(**Today the Virgin **) 

Today the choir of Saints who were pleasing to God in the lands of North America / now stands 

before us in the Church and invisibly prays to God for us. / With them the angels glorify Him, / 

and all the saints of the Church of Christ keep festival with them; // and together they all pray for 

us to the Pre-eternal God. 

KONTAKION OF THE SEASON IN TONE TWO 

O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto the Creator most constant: 

O despise not the suppliant voices of those who have sinned; but be thou quick, O good one, to 

come unto our aid, who in faith cry unto thee: Hasten to intercession, and speed thou to make 

supplication, thou who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them that honor thee. 

 

Leader: Lord, have mercy.  (12 times) 

O All-Holy Trinity, the consubstantial dominion, the indivisible Kingdom, and cause of every 

Good: Show Thy good will even unto me a sinner; make steadfast my heart and grant it under-

standing, and take away mine every defilement; enlighten my mind that I may glorify, hymn, 

worship, and say: 

Choir: One is Holy, One is Lord, Jesus Christ, to the Glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

PSALM 33 

Reader: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto 

ages of ages.  Amen 

I will bless the Lord at all times, His praise shall continually be in my mouth. In the Lord shall 

my soul be praised; let the meek hear and be glad. O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt 
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His name together. I sought the Lord, and He heard me, and delivered me from all my tribulations. 

Come unto Him, and be enlightened, and your faces shall not be ashamed. This poor man cried, 

and the Lord heard him, and saved him out of all his tribulations. The angel of the Lord will 

encamp round about them that fear Him, and will deliver them. O taste and see that the Lord is 

good; blessed is the man that hopeth in Him. O fear the Lord, all ye His saints; for there is no 

want to them that fear Him. Rich men have turned poor and gone hungry; but they that seek the 

Lord shall not be deprived of any good thing. Come ye children, hearken unto me; I will teach 

you the fear of the Lord. What man is there that desireth life, who loveth to see good days? Keep 

thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking guile. Turn away from evil, and do good; seek 

peace, and pursue it. The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and His ears are opened unto 

their supplication. The face of the Lord is against them that do evil, utterly to destroy the remem-

brance of them from the earth. The righteous cried, and the Lord heard them, and He delivered 

them out of all their tribulations. The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a contrite heart, and He 

will save the humble of spirit. Many are the tribulations of the righteous, and the Lord shall deliver 

them out of them all. The Lord keepeth all their bones, not one of them shall be broken. The death 

of sinners is evil, and they that hate the righteous shall do wrong. The Lord will redeem the souls 

of His servants, and none of them will do wrong that hope in Him.  

THE HYMN TO THE THEOTOKOS 
It is truly meet and right to bless thee, O Theotokos, who art ever blessed and all-blameless, and 

the Mother of our God. More honourable than the cherubim and more glorious beyond compare 

than the seraphim, thou who without corruption bearest God the Word and art truly Theotokos: 

We magnify thee. 

READINGS 

THE SYNAXIS OF ALL SAINTS OF NORTH AMERICA 

(From OCA sources)  

On the second Sunday after Pentecost, each local Orthodox Church commemorates all the 

saints, known and unknown, who have shone forth in its territory. Accordingly, the Orthodox 

Church in America remembers the saints of North America on this day. 

Saints of all times, and in every country are seen as the fulfillment of God’s promise to redeem 

fallen humanity. Their example encourages us to “lay aside every weight, and the sin which so 

easily besets us” and to “run with patience the race that is set before us” (Hebrews 12:1). The 

saints of North America also teach us how we should live, and what we must expect to endure as 

Christians. 

Although it is a relatively young church, the Orthodox Church in America has produced saints 

in nearly all of the six major categories of saints: Apostles (and Equals of the Apostles); Martyrs 

(and Confessors); Prophets; Hierarchs; Monastic Saints; and the Righteous. Prophets, of course, 

lived in Old Testament times and predicted the coming of Christ. 

The first Divine Liturgy in what is now American territory (northern latitude 58 degrees, 14 

minutes, western longitude 141 degrees) was celebrated on July 20, 1741, the Feast of the Prophet 

Elias, aboard the ship Peter under the command of Vitus Bering. Hieromonk Hilarion Trusov and 

the priest Ignatius Kozirevsky served together on that occasion. Several years later, the Russian 

merchant Gregory I. Shelikov visited Valaam monastery, suggesting to the abbot that it would be 

desirable to send missionaries to Russian America. 

On September 24, 1794, after a journey of 7,327 miles (the longest missionary journey in Or-

thodox history) and 293 days, a group of monks from Valaam arrived on Kodiak Island in Alaska. 
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The mission was headed by Archimandrite Joasaph, and included Hieromonks Juvenal, Macarius, 

and Athanasius, the Hierodeacons Nectarius and Stephen, and the monks Herman and Joasaph. 

St Herman of Alaska (December 13, August 9), the last surviving member of the mission, fell 

asleep in the Lord in 1837. 

Throughout the Church’s history, the seeds of faith have always been watered by the blood of 

the martyrs. The Protomartyr Juvenal was killed near Lake Iliamna by natives in 1799, thus be-

coming the first Orthodox Christian to shed his blood for Christ in the New World. In 1816, St 

Peter the Aleut was put to death by Spanish missionaries in California when he refused to convert 

to Roman Catholicism. 

Missionary efforts continued in the nineteenth century, with outreach to the native peoples of 

Alaska. Two of the most prominent laborers in Christ’s Vineyard were St Innocent Veniaminov 

(March 31 and October 6) and St Jacob Netsvetov (July 26), who translated Orthodox services 

and books into the native languages. Father Jacob Netsvetev died in Sitka in 1864 after a life of 

devoted service to the Church. Father John Veniaminov, after his wife’s death, received monastic 

tonsure with the name Innocent. He died in 1879 as the Metropolitan of Moscow. 

As the nineteenth century was drawing to a close, an event of enormous significance for the 

North American Church took place. On March 25, 1891, Bishop Vladimir went to Minneapolis 

to receive St Alexis Toth (May 7) and 361 of his parishioners into the Orthodox Church. This 

was the beginning of the return of many Uniates to Orthodoxy. 

St Tikhon (Belavin), the future Patriarch of Moscow (April 7, October 9), came to America as 

bishop of the diocese of the Aleutians and Alaska in September 1898. As the only Orthodox 

bishop on the continent, St Tikhon traveled extensively throughout North America in order to 

minister to his widely scattered and diverse flock. He realized that the local church here could not 

be a permanent extension of the Russian Church. Therefore, he focused his efforts on giving the 

American Church a diocesan and parish structure which would help it mature and grow. 

St Tikhon returned to Russia in 1907, and was elected as Patriarch of Moscow ten years later. 

He died in 1925, and for many years his exact burial place remained unknown. St Tikhon’s grave 

was discovered on February 22, 1992 in the smaller cathedral of Our Lady of the Don in the Don 

Monastery when a fire made renovation of the church necessary. 

St Raphael of Brooklyn (February 27) was the first Orthodox bishop to be consecrated in North 

America. Archimandrite Raphael Hawaweeny was consecrated by Bishop Tikhon and Bishop 

Innocent (Pustynsky) at St Nicholas Cathedral in New York on March 13, 1904. As Bishop of 

Brooklyn, St Raphael was a trusted and capable assistant to St Tikhon in his archpastoral ministry. 

St Raphael reposed on February 27, 1915. 

The first All American Council took place March 5-7, 1907 at Mayfield, PA, and the main topic 

was “How to expand the mission.” Guidelines and directions for missionary activity, and statutes 

for the administrative structure of parishes were also set forth. 

In the twentieth century, in the aftermath of the Russian Revolution, countless men, women, 

and children received the crown of martyrdom rather than renounce Christ. Sts John Kochurov 

(October 31) and Alexander Hotovitzky (December 4 and August 7) both served the Church in 

North America before going back to Russia. St John became the first clergyman to be martyred 

in Russia on October 31, 1917 in St Petersburg. St Alexander Hotovitzky, who served in America 

until 1914, was killed in 1937. 
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In addition to the saints listed above, we also honor those saints who are known only to God, 

and have not been recognized officially by the Church. As we contemplate the lives of these 

saints, let us remember that we are also called by God to a life of holiness.  

* * * 

COMPLETE LIST OF NORTH AMERICAN SAINTS (FROM ARIZONAORTHODOX.COM) 

• St. Alexander Hotovitzky, Missionary to America, and Hieromartyr under the Bosheviks 

• St. Alexis of Wilkes-Barre, Confessor and Defender of Orthodoxy in America, leader of ex-

Uniates into Orthodoxy 

• St. Anatole (Kamensky) of Irkutsk, New Hieromartyr and Archbishop of Irkutsk 

• St. Vasily (Basil) Martysz, hieromartyr in Poland 

• St. Bogolyub Gakovich of Chisholm, missionary to America, and hieromartyr under the Nazis 

• St. Brendan the Navigator, first Orthodox saint to set foot in North America, leader of short-

lived 6th c. Irish monastic community in Canada 

• St. Herman of Alaska, Wonderworker of All America, first missionary to Alaska 

• St. Innocent of Alaska, Metropolitan of Moscow, Enlightener of the Aleuts, Apostle to Amer-

ica, missionary bishop to Alaska 

• St. Yakov (Jacob) Netsvetov, Enlightener and Baptizer of the Native Peoples of Alaska 

• St. John Kochurov, Missionary to America and First Hieromartyr under the Bolshevik Yoke 

• St. John (Maximovitch) the Wonderworker, Archbishop of Shanghai and San Francisco 

• St. Juvenaly of Alaska, Missionary to Alaska and hieromartyr 

• St. Mardarije (Uskokovic), Serbian Bishop of America and Canada 

• St. Matej Stiyachic of Chisholm, missionary to America, and hieromartyr under the Nazis 

• St. Nikolai (Velimirovich), Bishop of Zhicha, rector of St. Tikhon’s Orthodox Theological 

Seminary in Wilkes Barre, PA. 

• St. Peter the Aleut, New Martyr of America 

• St. Raphael (Hawaweeny), bishop of Brooklyn under Moscow Patriarchate 

• St. Sebastian (Dabovich), Archimandrite, “Serbian Apostle to America” 

• St. Seraphim (Samoylovich) of Uglich, missionary in Alaska and hieromartyr under the Sovi-

ets 

• St. Teofan Beatovich of Chisholm, missionary in Minnesota, hieromonk and martyr under the 

Communists 

• Patriarch St. Tikhon (Belavin) of Moscow, Enlightener of North America, hieromartyr under 

the Bolsheviks in Russia 

• St. Varnava (Barnabas Nastić), the New Confessor, born in Gary, Indiana 

 

* * * 

THE HOLY MARTYR JULIAN OF TARSUS 

The Holy Martyr Julian of Tarsus was born in the Asia Minor province of Cilicia. He was the 

son of a pagan senator, but his mother was a Christian. After the death of her husband the mother 

of Saint Julian moved to Tarsus, where her son was baptized and raised in Christian piety. When 

Julian reached age 18, a persecution against Christians began under the emperor Diocletian (284-

305). Among those arrested was Saint Julian. They brought him before the governor Marcian for 

trial, and for a long time they urged him to renounce Christ. Neither tortures nor threats, nor 

promises of gifts and honors could convince the pious youth to offer pagan sacrifice and deny 

Christ. The holy confessor remained steadfast in his firm faith.  
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For a whole year they led the martyr through the cities of Cilicia, everywhere subjecting him to 

interrogation and tortures, after which they threw him in prison. Saint Julian’s mother followed 

after her son and prayed that the Lord would strengthen him. In the city of Aegea, she besought 

the governor to permit her to visit the prison, ostensibly to persuade her son to offer sacrifice to 

idols. She spent three days in prison with Saint Julian, exhorting him to be strong until the end. 

Saint Julian was again brought to stand before the governor. Thinking that the mother had per-

suaded her son to submit to the imperial decree, the governor began to praise her prudence. But 

suddenly she boldly confessed Jesus Christ, and even more fearlessly and boldly denounced pol-

ytheism. The governor then gave orders to cut off her feet, since she had accompanied her son 

from Tarsus. They tied the Martyr Julian into a sack, filled with sand and poisonous snakes, and 

threw it into the sea. The body of the sufferer was carried by the waves to the shores of Alexan-

dria, and with reverence was buried by a certain pious Christian. The martyr’s death occurred in 

about the year 305. Afterwards his relics were transferred to Antioch. Saint John Chrysostom 

honored the holy Martyr Julian with an encomium. [From oca.org] 

 

* * * 

THE HOLY MARTYR APHRODISIUS OF CILICIA 

Saint Aphrodisios was from the land of Cilicia, who was taught to revere Christ from his ances-

tors. Arrested as a Christian, he was brought before the governor Dionysios, and confessed Christ 

as the true God.  

For this he was burned with heated iron on his back, then put in a cauldron full of boiling lead. 

Afterward he was suspended upside down. Because he was kept unharmed by divine grace, a lion 

appeared in the theater which was set loose upon the Saint, that harmed him in no way, but instead 

spoke with him in a human voice, rebuking the harshness of the Greeks. Because of this miracle, 

many came to believe in Christ, whom they boldly confessed, for which reason they were be-

headed, and thus ascended victoriously into the heavens.  

When the tyrant saw this, he ordered for a rock to be split, for the Saint to be placed in the 

middle, and for the other half of the rock to be put on top of him. It took fifty-five soldiers to 

carry this out. Thus the Saint immediately delivered his soul into the hands of God, and received 

from Him the crown of martyrdom. [From Mystagogy] 

 

* * * 

THE HOLY NEW MARTYR NICETAS (NICETAS) OF NISYROS 

The holy New Martyr Nicetas was born on Nisyros, one of the islands of the Dodecanese, be-

tween Kos and Rhodes. Though his parents were Christians, his father renounced Christ to avoid 

judgment for some crime. He raised his children as Moslems, and Nicetas being too young at the 

time to understand, had no perception, as he grew up, that he had ever been a Christian; in fact 

he became a zealous in the religion in which his father raised him. One day, when Nicetas quar-

relled with a Turkish boy, the boy’s mother, who knew his family’s secret, accused him of being 

a false convert and an unbeliever. Upset at this, Nicetas importuned his mother relentlessly to 

know why he had been called such things, and finally learned from her that he had indeed been 

born a Christian and that his name was Nicetas. After reflecting on this, he deeply desired to 

recover his ancestral piety and pondered how he might do so – since apostasy from Islam is pun-

ished with death.  
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With God’s help he was able, after a time, to sail to Chios and to find refuge in the Monastery 

of Nea Moni. After he confessed his identity and purpose to the abbot, the abbot sent him to Saint 

Macarius, Metropolitan of Corinth, now in retirement and struggling in stillness and prayer. Ni-

cetas lived in the monastery unknown to most and kindling the love of Christ in his heart more 

and more. Finally he asked permission of the Fathers to present himself for martyrdom. Since he 

was only fifteen or sixteen years of age, some hesitated, but in the end, seeing his zeal, and that 

it was of his own initiative, and not from compulsion by anybody else, they gave him their bless-

ing.  

He left Nea Moni for the main port city of Chios but on the way, at a place called Molos, he 

was arrested for the head tax, which Christians were obliged to pay and, being found without 

papers to identify himself nor money to pay the tax, he was taken to prison. On the way to prison 

an acquaintance of his from Chios, who knew him as the Moslem Mehmet, expressed surprise 

that a Moslem should be force to pay the head tax. This conversation aroused the suspicion of his 

Moslem captor, who took him to the agha’s residence, where he was interrogated and found to 

be circumcised. They tortured him to compel him to renounce Christ and return to Islam, but he 

ignored their threats and insults and stood fast in the Faith. Then they changed their tactics to 

flattery and extravagant promises, which he also rejected with scorn. He was therefore subjected 

to beatings and tortures for ten days; then they took him out of prison, and after beating and 

abusing him again to compel him to renounce Christ, they beheaded him on June 21, 1732, at the 

age of fifteen or sixteen. Certain blind men anointed their eyes with the Martyr’s blood and re-

ceived their sight. 

The man who beheaded him was a particularly savage Crimean, who purposely cut off his head 

with many blows of the sword to prolong and intensify his pain. Because he had shown singular 

cruelty beyond what anybody else had inflicted on the Saint, he was visited with a trembling and 

quaking, like that of Cain, which never left him for the rest of his life. Besides this, the Martyr 

Nicetas appeared to him at night and frightened him and even trampled upon him and beat him, 

so that the Crimean suffered from apoplexy from the nightmares and beatings and terror. It only 

ceased once he had an icon of the Saint painted (perhaps at the suggestion of his wife, who was 

a Christian) and placed secretly in a cupboard of his divan room, hidden from the eyes of his 

fellow Turks. After this, the apoplexy left him, and the nightmares and the beatings ceased, alt-

hough the trembling remained and his body was paralyzed, and he dragged out a miserable exist-

ence. Furthermore a knocking was heard from the cupboard in which he hid the icon, piquing the 

curiosity of his visitors, so that eventually the secret was exposed, and the glory of the Martyr 

Nicetas was made known. [From tyoos.org] 

 

THE LITTLE DISMISSAL 

The Leader bows toward the icon of Christ on the iconostasis, saying: 

Leader: Glory to thee, O Christ our God and our Hope, glory to thee. 

All: Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever, and unto ages 

of ages. Amen. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. O Lord, bless. 

Leader: O Thou Who rose again from the dead, Christ our true God, through the intercessions of 

his all-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother; of our venerable and God-bearing fathers; of 

the Holy Myrrh-Bearer and Equal to the Apostles Mary Magdalene, protector of this community; 

of the Martyr Julian of Tarsus; Martyr Aphrodisius of Cilicia; and New-martyr Nicetas of Nisyros 
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near Rhodes, and of all the saints of North America who are well-pleasing to God, whose memory 

we celebrate today: have mercy on us, and save us, for Thou art good and lovest mankind. 
 

Then, facing the icon of Christ, on the iconostasis, the Leader says: 

Leader: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy on us, 

and save us.  

All: Amen. 


