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READER’S TYPIKA ON SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2020 

(21st Sunday after Pentecost & 5th Sunday of Luke1) 

The Holy and Wonderworking Unmercenaries Cosmas and Damian of Asia 

 
Leader: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy on us, 

and save us. 

Reader: Amen.  

THE TRISAGION PRAYERS 

People: Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have mercy on us. (Thrice) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages.  Amen 

All-holy Trinity, have mercy on us. Lord, cleanse us from our sins. Master, pardon our iniqui-

ties. Holy One, visit and heal our infirmities for thy Name’s sake. 

Lord, have mercy.  (Thrice) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages.  Amen 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done on 

earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil 

one. 

Leader:  O Lord, Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on us.  

All: Amen. 

Reader: Lord, have mercy.  (12 times) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages.  Amen. 

O come, let us worship and fall down before God our King. 

O come, let us worship and fall down before Christ, our King and our God. 

O come, let us worship and fall down before the Very Christ, our King and our God. 

THE FIRST ANTIPHON: PSALM 102 

Reader: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me bless His holy name. Bless the Lord, 

O my soul, and forget not all that He hath done for thee, Who is gracious unto all thine iniquities, 

Who healeth all thine infirmities, Who redeemeth thy life from corruption, Who crowneth thee 

with mercy and compassion, Who fulfilleth thy desire with good things; thy youth shall be re-

newed as the eagle's. The Lord performeth deeds of mercy, and executeth judgement for all them 

that are wronged. He hath made His ways known unto Moses, unto the sons of Israel the things 

 
1 Strictly speaking, Sunday November 1, 2020 would normally correspond to 6th Sunday of Luke. However, for the Sunday 

that falls October 30 through November 5, the Gospel of the 5th Sunday of Luke is always appointed. The reason for this 

out-of-order reading (which forces the displacement of the Gospels for 6th and 7th Sundays) is the fact that on Nov 6th the 

Church of Constantinople remembered annually the catastrophic results of the 472 AD eruption of Mt. Vesuvius, the effects 

of which had reached as far as Constantinople. (NOTE: There are other Sundays when the Gospels are rearranged, as ex-

plained in Father Daniel’s Typikon Notes.) 
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that He hath willed. Compassionate and merciful is the Lord, long-suffering and plenteous in 

mercy; not unto the end will He be angered, neither unto eternity will He be wroth. Not according 

to our iniquities hath He dealt with us, neither according to our sins hath He rewarded us. For 

according to the height of heaven from the earth, the Lord hath made His mercy to prevail over 

them that fear Him. As far as the east is from the west, so far hath He removed our iniquities from 

us. Like as a father hath compassion upon his sons, so hath the Lord had compassion upon them 

that fear Him; for He knoweth whereof we are made, He hath remembered that we are dust. As 

for man, his days are as the grass; as a flower of the field, so shall he blossom forth. For when the 

wind is passed over it, then it shall be gone, and no longer will it know the place thereof. But the 

mercy of the Lord is from eternity, even unto eternity, upon them that fear Him. And His right-

eousness is upon sons of sons, upon them that keep His testament and remember His command-

ments to do them. The Lord in heaven hath prepared His throne, and His kingdom ruleth over all. 

Bless the Lord, all ye His angels, mighty in strength, that perform His word, to hear the voice of 

His words. Bless the Lord, all ye His hosts, His ministers that do His will. Bless the Lord, all ye 

His works, in every place of His dominion.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages.  Amen. 

And again: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me bless His holy Name; blessed 

art Thou, O Lord. 

THE SECOND ANTIPHON: PSALM 145 

Reader: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

Praise the Lord, O my soul. I will praise the Lord in my life, I will chant unto my God for as long 

as I have my be-ing. Trust ye not in princes, in the sons of men, in whom there is no salvation. 

His spirit shall go forth, and he shall return unto his earth. In that day all his thoughts shall perish. 

Blessed is he of whom the God of Jacob is his help, whose hope is in the Lord his God, Who hath 

made heaven and the earth, the sea and all that is therein, Who keepeth truth unto eternity, Who 

executeth judgement for the wronged, Who giveth food unto the hungry. The Lord looseth the 

fettered; the Lord maketh wise the blind; the Lord setteth aright the fallen; the Lord loveth the 

righteous; the Lord preserveth the proselytes. He shall adopt for His own the orphan and widow, 

and the way of sinners shall He destroy. The Lord shall be king unto eternity; thy God, O Sion, 

unto generation and generation.  

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

THE HYMN OF JUSTINIAN 

Choir: Only-begotten Son and Word of God, who art im-mortal, who for our salvation willed to 

be incarnate of the Holy Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary, and without change became man; and 

wast crucified, O Christ our God, and trampled down death by death; who art one of the Holy 

Trinity, glorified together with the Father and the Holy Spirit: save us. 

THE BEATITUDES IN TONE FOUR 

In Thy kingdom remember us, O Lord, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 

• Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

• Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be comforted. 

For the Resurrection in Tone Four 

Verse 10: Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 

Through a tree, Adam was deprived of his home in Paradise; while through the wood of the Cross, 

the thief went there to dwell. For the one by tasting set aside the commandment of the Maker, 
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while the other, crucified with Him, confessed the hidden God crying aloud: Remember me, in 

Thy Kingdom. 

Verse 9: Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled. 

Lifted upon the Cross, Thou O Lord as God, hast both destroyed the power of death and blotted 

out the handwriting against us. Do Thou Who alone lovest mankind, grant us the repentance of 

the thief as we serve Thee with faith, O Christ our God, and cry to Thee: Remember us also in 

Thy Kingdom. 

Verse 8: Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. 

Crucified and rising from the tomb in power on the third day, with Thyself hast Thou, only Im-

mortal, raised Adam, the first-formed man. Make me also worthy, O Lord, to turn to repentance 

from my whole heart and with warm faith ever to cry to Thee: Remember me, O Saviour, in Thy 

Kingdom. 

Verse 7: Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 

Thou hast torn to pieces on the Cross, the handwriting against us and counted among the dead, 

Thou hast bound yonder tyrant, delivering all from the bonds of hell by Thy Resurrection. 

Through it we have been enlightened and cry aloud to Thee, Lord Who lovest mankind: Remem-

ber us also in Thy Kingdom. 

Verse 6: Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the sons of God. 

For our sake He Who is without passion, became a suffering man and nailed upon the Cross of 

His own will, He raised us with Himself. Therefore with the Cross we glorify the Passion and the 

Resurrection through which we have both been made anew and through which we have been 

saved, crying: Remember us also in Thy Kingdom. 

Verse 5: Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom 

of heaven. 

Let us entreat with faith Him rising from the dead despoiling the power of hell, Who was seen by 

the women bearing myrrh and said to them: Hail!, for our souls always to be delivered from 

corruption, crying at all times to Him with the gracious voice of the thief: Remember us also in 

Thy Kingdom. 

For Ss. Cosmas and Damian of Asia2 in Tone One 

Verse 4: Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner 

of evil against you falsely, for my sake.  

Let us all worthily praise those fountains of healings, those channels of divine gifts, those most 

radiant vessels of the immaterial light. 

Verse 3: Rejoice, and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in the heavens.  

Since ye cure the sufferings of both souls and bodies, O all-venerable Cosmas and Damian, heal 

as benefactors the infirmities of those now eagerly drawing nigh to you. 

Verse 2: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

They who were adorned with genuine virtues verily drave off every corruptible delight of life, by 

steadfastly gazing toward the divine beauty. 

Verse 1: Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 

He that was once without form was seen in a form like ours, O Mother of God, when His Godhead 

was united to flesh in thine all-holy womb, O Bride of God. 

 

 
2 These troparia are from 3rd Ode of the 1st Matins canon of the Saints. 
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THE SUNDAY EISODIKON 

Verse: O come, let us worship and fall down before Christ. 

Choir: Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead; who sing to Thee. Alleluia, Alleluia, 

Alleluia. 

Apolytikia: 

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE FOUR 

Having learned the joyful message of the Resurrection from the angel the women disciples of the 

Lord cast from them their parental condemnation. And proudly broke the news to the Disciples, 

saying: Death hath been spoiled; Christ God is risen, granting the world Great Mercy. 

APOLYTIKION OF SS. COSMAS AND DAMIAN OF ASIA IN TONE EIGHT 

O ye silver-hating, wonderworking saints, Cosmas and Damian, visit our sicknesses. Freely ye 

received, freely give unto us. 

APOLYTIKION OF ST. MARY MAGDALENE IN TONE ONE 

(**The soldiers standing guard**) 

When Christ God had been born for our sakes from the Virgin, thou faith-fully didst follow Him, 

keeping His statutes and heeding His sacred laws, O august Mary Magdalene. Hence, as we today 

observe thy holy remembrance, we receive the loosing of our sins and transgressions through thy 

holy prayer(s) for us. 

THE TRISAGION HYMN 

Holy God, Holy mighty, Holy Immortal have mercy on us. (thrice) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever, and unto the ages 

of ages. Amen. 

Holy Immortal have mercy on us. 

Holy God, Holy mighty, Holy Immortal have mercy on us. 

THE APOSTOLOS & THE GOSPEL 

PROKEIMENON, IN TONE 4 

In the saints that are in His earth hath the Lord been wondrous. (Ps.15:3) {twice} 

Verse: I beheld the Lord ever before me, for He is at my right hand, that I might not be shaken. 

(Ps.15:8) 

In the saints that are in His earth hath the Lord been wondrous. 

APOSTOLOS FOR THE UNMERCENARIES: 

Reader: The reading is from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians §153 (12:27-13:8) 

Brethren, you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.  And God has appointed 

in the Church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then workers of miracles, then heal-

ers, helpers, administrators, speakers in various kinds of tongues.  Are all apostles?  Are all proph-

ets?  Are all teachers?  Do all work miracles?  Do all possess gifts of healing?  Do all speak with 

tongues?  Do all interpret?  But earnestly desire the higher gifts.  And I will show you a still more 

excellent way.  If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy 

gong or a clanging cymbal.  And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all 

knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.  If 

I give away all I have, and if I deliver my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing.  

Love is patient and kind; love is not jealous or boastful; it is not arrogant or rude.  Love does not 

insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrong, but rejoices in 

the right.  Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.  Love 

never ends. 
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ALLELUIA, TONE 2 

Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  

Verse 1: Behold now, what is so good or so joyous as for brethren to dwell together in unity? 

(Ps.132:1) 

Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  

Verse 2: For there the Lord commanded the blessing, life for evermore. (Ps.132:4) 

Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  

GOSPEL FOR 5TH
 SUNDAY OF LUKE: 

Reader: The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke §83 (16:19-31) 

Choir: Glory the Thee O Lord, Glory to Thee.  

Reader: The Lord said, “There was a rich man, who was clothed in purple and fine linen and 

who feasted sumptuously every day.  And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, full of sores, 

who desired to be fed with what fell from the rich man’s table; moreover the dogs came and licked 

his sores.  The poor man died and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s bosom. The rich man 

also died and was buried; and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes, and saw Abraham 

far off and Lazarus in his bosom.  And he called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy upon me, and 

send Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in anguish in this 

flame.’  But Abraham said, ‘Son, remember that you in your lifetime received your good things, 

and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in anguish.  

And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, in order that those who 

would pass from here to you may not be able, and none may cross from there to us.’  And he said, 

‘Then I beg you, father, to send him to my father’s house, for I have five brothers, so that he may 

warn them, lest they also come into this place of torment.’  But Abraham said, ‘They have Moses 

and the prophets; let them hear them.’  And he said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if someone goes to 

them from the dead, they will repent.’  He said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, 

neither will they be convinced if someone should rise from the dead.’” 

Choir: Glory the Thee O Lord, Glory to Thee.  

Then we sing the following, in tone 6 

Choir: Remember us, O Lord, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 

• Remember us, O Master, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 

• Remember us, O Holy One, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 

The heavenly choir praiseth Thee and saith: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth; heaven and earth 

are full of Thy glory. 

Verse: Come unto Him, and be enlightened and your faces shall not be ashamed. 

The heavenly choir praiseth Thee and saith: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth; heaven and earth 

are full of Thy glory. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

The choir of Holy angels and archangels, with all the heavenly hosts praiseth Thee and saith: 

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth; heaven and earth are full of Thy glory. 

Both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages.  Amen. 

THE SYMBOL OF FAITH 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible 

and invisible; 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Only-begotten, Begotten of the Father before 

all worlds, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, Begotten, not made; of one essence with the 
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Father, by whom all things were made: Who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven, and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and was made man; And was 

crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate, and suffered and was buried; And the third day He rose 

again, according to the Scriptures; And ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of the 

Father; And He shall come again with glory to judge the living and the dead, Whose kingdom 

shall have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life, Who proceedeth from the Father, 

Who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified, Who spake by the Proph-

ets;  

And I believe in One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the 

remission of sins. I look for the Resurrection of the dead, And the Life of the world to come. 

Amen. 

Leader: Remit, pardon, forgive, O God, our offenses, both voluntary and involuntary, in deed and 

word, in knowledge and ignorance, by day and by night, in mind and thought; forgive us all 

things, for Thou art good and the Lover of mankind. 

All: Amen 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done on 

earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil 

one. 

Leader: O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on us. 

All: Amen. 

Kontakia: 

KONTAKION OF THE RESURRECTION IN TONE FOUR 

(**On this day Thou hast appeared**) 

Now hath my Deliverer * and mighty Savior * raised the earthborn from the grave * and from 

their bonds, since He is God; * and He hath crushed Hades' brazen gates * and is arisen the third 

day as Sovereign Lord. 

KONTAKION OF SS. COSMAS AND DAMIAN OF ASIA IN TONE TWO 

Having received the grace of healing, ye extend health to those in need, O glorious and wonder-

working physicians. Hence, by your visitation, cast down the audacity of our enemies, and by 

your miracles heal the world. 

SEASONAL KONTAKION IN TONE TWO 

O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto the Creator most constant: 

O despise not the suppliant voices of those who have sinned; but be thou quick, O good one, to 

come unto our aid, who in faith cry unto thee: Hasten to intercession, and speed thou to make 

supplication, thou who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them that honor thee. 

 

Leader: Lord, have mercy.  (12 times) 

O All-Holy Trinity, the consubstantial dominion, the indivisible Kingdom, and cause of every 

Good: Show Thy good will even unto me a sinner; make steadfast my heart and grant it under-

standing, and take away mine every defilement; enlighten my mind that I may glorify, hymn, 

worship, and say: 

Choir: One is Holy, One is Lord, Jesus Christ, to the Glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
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PSALM 33 

Reader: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto 

ages of ages.  Amen 

I will bless the Lord at all times, His praise shall continually be in my mouth. In the Lord shall 

my soul be praised; let the meek hear and be glad. O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt 

His name together. I sought the Lord, and He heard me, and delivered me from all my tribulations. 

Come unto Him, and be enlightened, and your faces shall not be ashamed. This poor man cried, 

and the Lord heard him, and saved him out of all his tribulations. The angel of the Lord will 

encamp round about them that fear Him, and will deliver them. O taste and see that the Lord is 

good; blessed is the man that hopeth in Him. O fear the Lord, all ye His saints; for there is no 

want to them that fear Him. Rich men have turned poor and gone hungry; but they that seek the 

Lord shall not be deprived of any good thing. Come ye children, hearken unto me; I will teach 

you the fear of the Lord. What man is there that desireth life, who loveth to see good days? Keep 

thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking guile. Turn away from evil, and do good; seek 

peace, and pursue it. The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and His ears are opened unto 

their supplication. The face of the Lord is against them that do evil, utterly to destroy the remem-

brance of them from the earth. The righteous cried, and the Lord heard them, and He delivered 

them out of all their tribulations. The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a contrite heart, and He 

will save the humble of spirit. Many are the tribulations of the righteous, and the Lord shall deliver 

them out of them all. The Lord keepeth all their bones, not one of them shall be broken. The death 

of sinners is evil, and they that hate the righteous shall do wrong. The Lord will redeem the souls 

of His servants, and none of them will do wrong that hope in Him.  

THE HYMN TO THE THEOTOKOS 

It is truly meet and right to bless thee, O Theotokos, who art ever blessed and all-blameless, and 

the Mother of our God. More honourable than the cherubim and more glorious beyond compare 

than the seraphim, thou who without corruption bearest God the Word and art truly Theotokos: 

We magnify thee. 

READING(S)  

THE HOLY AND WONDERWORKING UNMERCENARIES COSMAS AND DAMIAN OF ASIA,  

AND THEIR RIGHTEOUS MOTHER THEODOTA 

The Holy Wonderworkers and Unmercenary Physicians Cosmas and Damian and their mother 

Saint Theodota were natives of Asia Minor (some sources say Mesopotamia). Their pagan father 

died while they were still quite small children. Their mother raised them in Christian piety. 

Through her own example, and by reading holy books to them, Saint Theodota preserved her 

children in purity of life according to the command of the Lord, and Cosmas and Damian grew 

up into righteous and virtuous men. 

Trained and skilled as physicians, they received from the Holy Spirit the gift of healing people’s 

illnesses of body and soul by the power of prayer. They even treated animals. With fervent love 

for both God and neighbor, they never took payment for their services. They strictly observed the 

command of our Lord Jesus Christ, “Freely have you received, freely give.” (Mt. 10:8). The fame 

of Saints Cosmas and Damian spread throughout all the surrounding region, and people called 

them unmercenary physicians.  

Once, the saints were summoned to a grievously ill woman named Palladia, whom all the doc-

tors had refused to treat because of her seemingly hopeless condition. Through faith and through 

the fervent prayer of the holy brothers, the Lord healed the deadly disease and Palladia got up 
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from her bed perfectly healthy and giving praise to God. In gratitude for being healed and wishing 

to give them a small gift, Palladia went quietly to Damian. She presented him with three eggs and 

said, “Take this small gift in the Name of the Holy Life-Creating Trinity, the Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit.” Hearing the Name of the Holy Trinity, the unmercenary one did not dare to refuse.  

When Saint Cosmas learned what had happened, became very sad, for he thought that his 

brother had broken their strict vow. On his deathbed he gave instructions that his brother should 

not be buried beside him. Saint Damian also died shortly afterward, and everyone wondered 

where Saint Damian’s grave should be. But through the will of God a miracle occurred. A camel, 

which the saints had treated for its wildness, spoke with a human voice saying that they should 

have no doubts about whether to place Damian beside Cosmas, because Damian did not accept 

the eggs from the woman as payment, but out of respect for the Name of God. The venerable 

relics of the holy brothers were buried together at Thereman (Mesopotamia).  

Many miracles were worked after the death of the holy unmercenaries. There lived at Thereman, 

near the church of Cosmas and Damian, a certain man by the name of Malchus. One day he went 

on a journey, leaving his wife all alone for what would be a long time. He prayerfully entrusted 

her to the heavenly protection of the holy brothers. But the Enemy of the race of mankind took 

on the appearance of one of Malchus’ friends, and planned to kill the woman. A certain time went 

by, and this man went to her at home and said that Malchus had sent him to bring her to him. The 

woman believed him and went along. He led her to a solitary place intending to kill her. The 

woman, seeing that disaster threatened her, called upon God with deep faith.  

Two fiercesome men then appeared, and the devil let go of the woman and fled, falling off a 

cliff. The two men led the woman home. At her own home, bowing to them deeply she asked, 

“My rescuers, to whom I shall be grateful to the end of my days, what are your names?”  

They replied, “We are the servants of Christ, Cosmas and Damian,” and became invisible. The 

woman with trembling and with joy told everyone about what had happened to her. Glorifying 

God, she went up to the icon of the holy brothers and tearfully offered prayers of thanksgiving 

for her deliverance. And from that time the holy brothers were venerated as protectors of the 

holiness and inviolability of Christian marriage, and as givers of harmony to conjugal life. From 

ancient times, their veneration spread also to Russia. 

The Unmercenary Saints Cosmas and Damian of Asia Minor should not be confused with the 

Unmercenary Saints Cosmas and Damian of Rome (July 1), or the Unmercenary Saints Cosmas 

and Damian of Arabia (October 17). [From oca.org] 

 

* * * 

THE HOLY NEW RIGHTEOUS MARTYR JAMES OF MOUNT ATHOS  

AND HIS DISCIPLES JAMES THE DEACON AND DIONYSIUS THE MONK 

Saint James was tonsured on Mt. Athos at the Docheiariou monastery. Transferring to the ne-

glected Georgian skete of Saint John the Baptist, the monk restored it under the supervision of 

the Elder Ignatius.  

Fulfilling various obediences in the monastery, Saint James scaled the heights of purity. He was 

granted heavenly revelations, just like the Apostle Paul, so the saint also saw the mansions of 

Paradise and the depths of Hades. By a gift from above, Saint James perceived the heart’s mys-

teries and the secret thoughts of those who came to him.  

The saint also was found worthy of the gift of wonderworking. Visiting with disciples in Aeto-

lia, he worked many miracles, healing the sick and instructing all. The Turkish authorities 
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fabricated false charges against the monk that he allegedly intended to foment rebellion. In this 

manner, they attempted to force the saint into renouncing Orthodoxy. But Saint James and both 

his disciples, Deacon James and Saint Dionysius, endured the fiercest of torments over a period 

of many days. They suffered martyrdom on November 1, 1520.  

The relics of the Monkmartyrs, glorified by miraculous healings, were placed in the monastery 

of Saint Anastasia, Deliverer from Potions in the small town of Galatista, near Thessalonica. In a 

short time, the fame of the holy relics attracted about 100 brethren to the monastery under Saint 

Theonas (April 4), who himself was a disciple of Saint James. [From oca.org] 

 

*  *  * 

OUR VENERABLE FATHER DAVID OF EVIA 

Venerable David was born at the beginning of the 16th century in the sea-side village of Gardi-

nitza, opposite the island of Evia. His father was a devout and virtuous priest. When David was 

no more than three years old, Saint John the Baptist appeared to him one night and took him to 

the nearby church which was dedicated to him. He remained standing there, barefoot, for six days, 

lost in the vision, in front of the icon of the Forerunner. Nourished from an early age on the 

principles of obedience to his parents, asceticism and ceaseless prayer, he left his family home at 

the age of fifteen, in search of a spiritual father. He found him in the person of the Hieromonk 

Akakios, who was well-known in the villages of the region for his virtuous life and powerful 

preaching. 

David was tonsured a monk in Akakios’ monastery, and there demonstrated perfect obedience, 

accompanied with humility and unceasing prayer. Because his Elder wished to find a monastery 

more advanced in the spiritual life, David followed him first to Ossa, near Olympus, and then, 

after he had been ordained deacon, on a pilgrimage to the monasteries on the Holy Mountain. 

Akakios went on to Constantinople alone, leaving David in the Great Lavra. Akakios was conse-

crated Metropolitan of Arta and Nafpaktos by Patriarch Jeremiah, and soon afterwards summoned 

David to his see to assist him with his pastoral duties. 

Despite living in the world, David did not relax in the slightest his fasting, all-night-vigils, 

countless prostrations and complete obedience to his spiritual father. He soon became a priest and 

was appointed Abbot of the Monastery of the Mother of God, known as Varnakova, near Nafpak-

tos. But his zeal and spiritual demands were a cause of conflict with the lax monks there, who 

wanted nothing other than to do their own will. So he left the monastery and went to look for a 

place of tranquillity. He settled in a barren place on a mountain near Parnassos. While there he 

was attacked by a great many satanic temptations.  

Charged with sheltering a runaway slave, he was arrested by the Turks and subjected to torture 

over a long period of time, before being freed through the payment of a ransom collected by the 

faithful living in the area. He then set off to find a new hermitage on the island of Evia. There he 

rebuilt a small church in honor of the Transfiguration of the Savior and it was not long before a 

group of disciples gathered who shared his way of life and love of prayer. In imitation of Christ, 

David showed boundless love towards all who came to him, especially the poor, upon whom he 

could not look without shedding tears. 

He shared the monastery’s goods unstintingly with all those in need, deserving or not, Christian 

or Muslim. And so he spent many years radiating the presence of God with his virtues and many 

miracles. While he was traveling to mediate in the divisions among the bishops of the Pelopon-

nese, his ship shank and David was saved by a miracle. Having been deemed worthy of the gift 
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of foresight, he helped a great many people to find salvation and knew in advance the day of his 

death. He gathered his disciples and passed to them his final spiritual instructions. He departed 

this life at the moment when he had confided to those around him that Christ had just then ap-

peared to him. After his demise (in either 1589 or 1601), a large number of miracles occurred at 

the Saint’s grave. [From Mystagogy] 

 

THE LITTLE DISMISSAL 

The Leader bows toward the icon of Christ on the iconostasis, saying: 

Leader: Glory to thee, O Christ our God and our Hope, glory to thee. 

All: Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever, and unto ages 

of ages. Amen. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. O Lord, bless. 

Leader: O Thou Who rose again from the dead, Christ our true God, through the intercessions of 

his all-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother; of our venerable and God-bearing Fathers; of 

the Holy Myrrh-Bearer and Equal to the Apostles Mary Magdalene, protector of this community; 

of the holy wonderworking Unmercenaries Cosmas and Damian of Asia and their mother The-

odota; Venerable-martyr James and his disciples James the deacon and Dionysios of Prodromou 

Skete on Athos; and Venerable David of Evia in Greece, whose memory we celebrate today, and 

of all the saints: have mercy on us, and save us, for Thou art good and lovest mankind. 
Then, facing the icon of Christ, on the iconostasis, the Leader says: 

Leader: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy on us, 

and save us.  

All: Amen. 


