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READER’S TYPIKA ON SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2020 

(22nd Sunday after Pentecost & 7th Sunday of Luke) 

The Synaxis of the Archangels Michael, Gabriel, Raphael  

and all the bodiless powers of Heaven 

 
Leader: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy on us, 

and save us. 

Reader: Amen.  

THE TRISAGION PRAYERS 

People: Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have mercy on us. (Thrice) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages.  Amen 

All-holy Trinity, have mercy on us. Lord, cleanse us from our sins. Master, pardon our iniqui-

ties. Holy One, visit and heal our infirmities for thy Name’s sake. 

Lord, have mercy.  (Thrice) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages.  Amen 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done on 

earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil 

one. 

Leader:  O Lord, Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on us.  

All: Amen. 

Reader: Lord, have mercy.  (12 times) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages.  Amen. 

O come, let us worship and fall down before God our King. 

O come, let us worship and fall down before Christ, our King and our God. 

O come, let us worship and fall down before the Very Christ, our King and our God. 

THE FIRST ANTIPHON: PSALM 102 

Reader: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me bless His holy name. Bless the Lord, 

O my soul, and forget not all that He hath done for thee, Who is gracious unto all thine iniquities, 

Who healeth all thine infirmities, Who redeemeth thy life from corruption, Who crowneth thee 

with mercy and compassion, Who fulfilleth thy desire with good things; thy youth shall be re-

newed as the eagle's. The Lord performeth deeds of mercy, and executeth judgement for all them 

that are wronged. He hath made His ways known unto Moses, unto the sons of Israel the things 

that He hath willed. Compassionate and merciful is the Lord, long-suffering and plenteous in 

mercy; not unto the end will He be angered, neither unto eternity will He be wroth. Not according 

to our iniquities hath He dealt with us, neither according to our sins hath He rewarded us. For 

according to the height of heaven from the earth, the Lord hath made His mercy to prevail over 

them that fear Him. As far as the east is from the west, so far hath He removed our iniquities from 
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us. Like as a father hath compassion upon his sons, so hath the Lord had compassion upon them 

that fear Him; for He knoweth whereof we are made, He hath remembered that we are dust. As 

for man, his days are as the grass; as a flower of the field, so shall he blossom forth. For when the 

wind is passed over it, then it shall be gone, and no longer will it know the place thereof. But the 

mercy of the Lord is from eternity, even unto eternity, upon them that fear Him. And His right-

eousness is upon sons of sons, upon them that keep His testament and remember His command-

ments to do them. The Lord in heaven hath prepared His throne, and His kingdom ruleth over all. 

Bless the Lord, all ye His angels, mighty in strength, that perform His word, to hear the voice of 

His words. Bless the Lord, all ye His hosts, His ministers that do His will. Bless the Lord, all ye 

His works, in every place of His dominion.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages.  Amen. 

And again: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me bless His holy Name; blessed 

art Thou, O Lord. 

THE SECOND ANTIPHON: PSALM 145 

Reader: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

Praise the Lord, O my soul. I will praise the Lord in my life, I will chant unto my God for as long 

as I have my be-ing. Trust ye not in princes, in the sons of men, in whom there is no salvation. 

His spirit shall go forth, and he shall return unto his earth. In that day all his thoughts shall perish. 

Blessed is he of whom the God of Jacob is his help, whose hope is in the Lord his God, Who hath 

made heaven and the earth, the sea and all that is therein, Who keepeth truth unto eternity, Who 

executeth judgement for the wronged, Who giveth food unto the hungry. The Lord looseth the 

fettered; the Lord maketh wise the blind; the Lord setteth aright the fallen; the Lord loveth the 

righteous; the Lord preserveth the proselytes. He shall adopt for His own the orphan and widow, 

and the way of sinners shall He destroy. The Lord shall be king unto eternity; thy God, O Sion, 

unto generation and generation.  

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

THE HYMN OF JUSTINIAN 

Choir: Only-begotten Son and Word of God, who art im-mortal, who for our salvation willed to 

be incarnate of the Holy Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary, and without change became man; and 

wast crucified, O Christ our God, and trampled down death by death; who art one of the Holy 

Trinity, glorified together with the Father and the Holy Spirit: save us. 

 

THE BEATITUDES IN TONE FIVE 

In Thy kingdom remember us, O Lord, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 

• Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

• Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be comforted. 

For the Resurrection in Tone Five 

Verse 10: Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 

The thief on the cross believing Thee to be God confessed Thee earnestly from his heart, crying 

aloud: O Lord, remember me in Thy Kingdom. 

Verse 9: Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled. 

Let us with one accord praise as Saviour and Creator Him Who made life flower for our kind by 

the wood of the Cross and Who withered the curse coming from the tree. 
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Verse 8: Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. 

By Thy death, O Christ, Thou hast destroyed the might of death and hast raised with Thyself 

those dead from the ages praising Thee as our true God and Saviour. 

Verse 7: Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 

The holy women having come to Thy tomb, O Christ, sought to anoint Thee, Giver of life, with 

myrrh and an angel appeared to them crying aloud: The Lord is risen. 

Verse 6: Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the sons of God. 

Thou hast been crucified, O Christ, between two condemned thieves and one of them blasphem-

ing Thee was rightly sentenced while the other, confessing Thee, went to dwell in Paradise. 

Verse 5: Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom 

of heaven. 

The holy women coming to the choir of the apostles lifted their voices crying: Christ is risen. 

Worship ye Him as Master and Creator. 

For the Archangels1 in Tone Eight 

Verse 4: Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner 

of evil against you falsely, for my sake.  

O immortal One, Thou hast established the mighty in strength who accomplish Thine all-holy 

will, ever standing before Thee in the highest. 

Verse 3: Rejoice, and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in the heavens.  

Receive, O Christ, those initiates of Thine Incarnation and august Arising, the exarchs of the 

Angels, as they are invoked in our behalf. 

Verse 2: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

Since Thou art compassionate, O Christ, Thou hast appointed Angels as guardians for men, and 

hast shown them to be ministers of Thy servants' salvation. 

Verse 1: Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 

O Bride of God, thou didst ineffably conceive the Lord Saviour, Who delivereth from adversities 

us who call on thee in truth. 

THE SUNDAY EISODIKON 

Verse: O come, let us worship and fall down before Christ. 

Choir: Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead; who sing to Thee. Alleluia, Alleluia, 

Alleluia. 

Apolytikia: 

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE FIVE 

Let us believers praise and worship the Word; coeternal with the Father and the Spirit, born of 

the Virgin for our salvation. For, He took pleasure in ascending the Cross in the flesh to suffer 

death; and to raise the dead by His glorious Resurrection. 

APOLYTIKION OF THE ARCHANGELS IN TONE FOUR 

(**Thou Who wast raised up**) 

Supreme Commanders of the Hosts of the Heavens, * we, the unworthy, importune and beseech 

you * that by your supplications ye encircle us * in the shelter of the wings * of your immaterial 

glory; * guarding us who now fall down * and cry to you with fervor: * Deliver us from dangers 

of all kinds, * as the great marshals of the heavenly hosts on high. 

 

 
1 These troparia are from 3rd Ode of the 1st Matins canon for the Archangels. 
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APOLYTIKION OF ST. MARY MAGDALENE IN TONE ONE 

(**The soldiers standing guard**) 

When Christ God had been born for our sakes from the Virgin, thou faith-fully didst follow Him, 

keeping His statutes and heeding His sacred laws, O august Mary Magdalene. Hence, as we today 

observe thy holy remembrance, we receive the loosing of our sins and transgressions through thy 

holy prayer(s) for us. 

THE TRISAGION HYMN 

Holy God, Holy mighty, Holy Immortal have mercy on us. (thrice) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever, and unto the ages 

of ages. Amen. 

Holy Immortal have mercy on us. 

Holy God, Holy mighty, Holy Immortal have mercy on us. 

THE APOSTOLOS & THE GOSPEL 

PROKEIMENON, IN TONE 4 

He maketh His angels spirits, and His ministers a flame of fire. (Ps. 103:5) {twice} 

Verse: Bless the Lord, O my soul; O Lord my God, Thou hast been magnified exceedingly. 

(Ps. 103:1) 

He maketh His angels spirits, and His ministers a flame of fire. (Ps. 

APOSTOLOS FOR THE ARCHANGELS: 

Reader: The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews §305 (2:2-10) 

Brethren, if the message declared by angels was valid and every transgression or disobedience 

received a just retribution, how shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation?  It was 

declared at first by the Lord, and it was attested to us by those who heard Him, while God also 

bore witness by signs and wonders and various miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed 

according to His own Will.  For it was not to angels that God subjected the world to come, of 

which we are speaking.  It has been testified somewhere, “What is man that Thou art mindful of 

him, or the Son of man, that Thou carest for Him?  Thou didst make Him for a little while lower 

than the angels; Thou hast crowned Him with glory and honor, putting everything in subjection 

under His feet.” Now in putting everything in subjection to Him, He left nothing outside His 

control. As it is, we do not yet see everything in subjection to Him.  But we see Jesus, Who for a 

little while was made lower than the angels, crowned with glory and honor because of the suffer-

ing of death, so that by the grace of God He might taste death for everyone.  For it was fitting that 

He, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons to glory, should make the 

Pioneer of their salvation perfect through suffering. 

ALLELUIA, IN TONE 2 

Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  

Verse 1: Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest. (Ps.148:1) 

Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  

Verse 2: Praise Him, all ye His angels; praise Him, all ye His hosts. (Ps.148:2) 

Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  

GOSPEL FOR 7TH
 SUNDAY OF LUKE: 

Reader: The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke §39 (8:41-56) 

Choir: Glory the Thee O Lord, Glory to Thee.  

Reader: At that time, there came to Jesus a man named Jairus, who was a ruler of the synagogue; 

and falling at Jesus’ feet he besought Him to come to his house, for he had an only daughter, 
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about twelve years of age, and she was dying.  As Jesus went, the people pressed round Him.  

And a woman, who had had a flow of blood for twelve years, and had spent all her living upon 

physicians, and could not be healed by anyone, came up behind Him, and touched the fringe of 

His garment; and immediately her flow of blood ceased.  And Jesus said, “Who was it that touched 

Me?”  When all denied it, Peter said, “Master, the multitudes surround Thee and press upon Thee!  

And Thou sayest, ‘Who touched Me?’”  But Jesus said, “Someone touched Me; for I perceive 

that power has gone forth from Me.”  And when the woman saw that she was not hidden, she 

came trembling, and falling down before Him declared in the presence of all the people why she 

had touched Him, and how she had been immediately healed.  And Jesus said to her, “Daughter, 

your faith has made you well; go in peace.”  While Jesus was still speaking, a man from the ruler’s 

house came and said, “Your daughter is dead; do not trouble the Teacher any more.”  But Jesus 

on hearing this answered him, “Do not fear; only believe, and she shall be well.”  And when Jesus 

came to the house, He permitted no one to enter with Him, except Peter and James and John, and 

the father and mother of the child.  And all were weeping and bewailing her; but Jesus said, “Do 

not weep; for she is not dead but sleeping.”  And they laughed at him, knowing that she was dead.  

But taking her by the hand Jesus called, saying, “Child, arise.”  And her spirit returned, and she 

got up at once; and Jesus directed that something should be given her to eat.  And her parents 

were amazed; but He charged them to tell no one what had happened. 

Choir: Glory the Thee O Lord, Glory to Thee.  

Then we sing the following, in tone 6 

Choir: Remember us, O Lord, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 

• Remember us, O Master, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 

• Remember us, O Holy One, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 

The heavenly choir praiseth Thee and saith: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth; heaven and earth 

are full of Thy glory. 

Verse: Come unto Him, and be enlightened and your faces shall not be ashamed. 

The heavenly choir praiseth Thee and saith: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth; heaven and earth 

are full of Thy glory. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

The choir of Holy angels and archangels, with all the heavenly hosts praiseth Thee and saith: 

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth; heaven and earth are full of Thy glory. 

Both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages.  Amen. 

THE SYMBOL OF FAITH 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible 

and invisible; 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Only-begotten, Begotten of the Father before 

all worlds, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, Begotten, not made; of one essence with the 

Father, by whom all things were made: Who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven, and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and was made man; And was 

crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate, and suffered and was buried; And the third day He rose 

again, according to the Scriptures; And ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of the 

Father; And He shall come again with glory to judge the living and the dead, Whose kingdom 

shall have no end. 



6 

 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life, Who proceedeth from the Father, 

Who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified, Who spake by the Proph-

ets;  

And I believe in One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the 

remission of sins. I look for the Resurrection of the dead, And the Life of the world to come. 

Amen. 

Leader: Remit, pardon, forgive, O God, our offenses, both voluntary and involuntary, in deed and 

word, in knowledge and ignorance, by day and by night, in mind and thought; forgive us all 

things, for Thou art good and the Lover of mankind. 

All: Amen 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done on 

earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil 

one. 

Leader: O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on us. 

All: Amen. 

Kontakia: 

KONTAKION OF THE RESURRECTION IN TONE FIVE 

In Thy condescension, Thou didst descend into Hades, O my Savior, and having broken the gates 

since Thou art omnipotent, as Creator Thou didst raise up the dead together with Thyself. And 

Thou didst break the sting of death, O Christ, and didst deliver Adam from the curse, O Friend of 

Man. Wherefore, we all cry unto Thee: Save us, O Lord. 

KONTAKION OF THE ARCHANGELS IN TONE TWO 

Supreme Commanders of God and ministers of the Divine glory, guides of men and leaders of 

the bodiless hosts: Ask for what is to our profit and for Great Mercy, since ye are Supreme Com-

manders of the bodiless hosts. 

KONTAKION OF ENTRANCE OF THE THEOTOKOS IN TONE FOUR 

(**Thou Who wast raised up**) 

The all-pure temple of the Savior, the most precious bridal chamber and Virgin, the treasure-

house of the glory of God, today enters the Temple of the Lord, bringing with her the grace which 

is in the divine Spirit: whom also the angels of God do celebrate in song; for she is the heavenly 

tabernacle. 

 

Leader: Lord, have mercy.  (12 times) 

O All-Holy Trinity, the consubstantial dominion, the indivisible Kingdom, and cause of every 

Good: Show Thy good will even unto me a sinner; make steadfast my heart and grant it under-

standing, and take away mine every defilement; enlighten my mind that I may glorify, hymn, 

worship, and say: 

Choir: One is Holy, One is Lord, Jesus Christ, to the Glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

PSALM 33 

Reader: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto 

ages of ages.  Amen 

I will bless the Lord at all times, His praise shall continually be in my mouth. In the Lord shall 

my soul be praised; let the meek hear and be glad. O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt 

His name together. I sought the Lord, and He heard me, and delivered me from all my tribulations. 
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Come unto Him, and be enlightened, and your faces shall not be ashamed. This poor man cried, 

and the Lord heard him, and saved him out of all his tribulations. The angel of the Lord will 

encamp round about them that fear Him, and will deliver them. O taste and see that the Lord is 

good; blessed is the man that hopeth in Him. O fear the Lord, all ye His saints; for there is no 

want to them that fear Him. Rich men have turned poor and gone hungry; but they that seek the 

Lord shall not be deprived of any good thing. Come ye children, hearken unto me; I will teach 

you the fear of the Lord. What man is there that desireth life, who loveth to see good days? Keep 

thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking guile. Turn away from evil, and do good; seek 

peace, and pursue it. The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and His ears are opened unto 

their supplication. The face of the Lord is against them that do evil, utterly to destroy the remem-

brance of them from the earth. The righteous cried, and the Lord heard them, and He delivered 

them out of all their tribulations. The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a contrite heart, and He 

will save the humble of spirit. Many are the tribulations of the righteous, and the Lord shall deliver 

them out of them all. The Lord keepeth all their bones, not one of them shall be broken. The death 

of sinners is evil, and they that hate the righteous shall do wrong. The Lord will redeem the souls 

of His servants, and none of them will do wrong that hope in Him.  

THE HYMN TO THE THEOTOKOS 

It is truly meet and right to bless thee, O Theotokos, who art ever blessed and all-blameless, and 

the Mother of our God. More honourable than the cherubim and more glorious beyond compare 

than the seraphim, thou who without corruption bearest God the Word and art truly Theotokos: 

We magnify thee. 

READING(S)  

THE SYNAXIS OF THE SUPREME COMMANDERS MICHAEL, GABRIEL, AND RAPHAEL, AND THE 

OTHER BODILESS AND HEAVENLY ORDERS: SERAPHIM, CHERUBIM, THRONES, DOMINIONS,  

POWERS, AUTHORITIES, PRINCIPALITIES, ARCHANGELS, AND ANGELS 

The Synaxis of the Chief of the Heavenly Hosts, Archangel Michael and the Other Heavenly 

Bodiless Powers: Archangels Gabriel, Raphael, Uriel, Selaphiel, Jehudiel, Barachiel, and Jere-

miel was established at the beginning of the fourth century at the Council of Laodicea, which met 

several years before the First Ecumenical Council. The 35th Canon of the Council of Laodicea 

condemned and denounced as heretical the worship of angels as gods and rulers of the world, but 

affirmed their proper veneration.  

A Feastday was established in November, the ninth month after March (with which the year 

began in ancient times) since there are Nine Ranks of Angels. The eighth day of the month was 

chosen for the Synaxis of all the Bodiless Powers of Heaven since the Day of the Dread Last 

Judgment is called the Eighth Day by the holy Fathers. After the end of this age (characterized 

by its seven days of Creation) will come the Eighth Day, and then “the Son of Man shall come in 

His Glory and all the holy Angels with Him” (Mt. 25:31).  

The Angelic Ranks are divided into three Hierarchies: highest, middle, and lowest.  

The Highest Hierarchy includes: the Seraphim, Cherubim and Thrones.  

• The six-winged SERAPHIM (Flaming, Fiery) (Is 6:12) stand closest of all to the Most Holy 

Trinity. They blaze with love for God and kindle such love in others.  

• The many-eyed CHERUBIM (outpouring of wisdom, enlightenment) (Gen 3:24) stand be-

fore the Lord after the Seraphim. They are radiant with the light of knowledge of God, and 

knowledge of the mysteries of God. Through them wisdom is poured forth, and people’s 

minds are enlightened so they may know God and behold His glory. 
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• The THRONES (Col 1:16) stand after the Cherubim, mysteriously and incomprehensibly 

bearing God through the grace given them for their service. They are ministers of God’s 

justice, giving to tribunals, kings, etc. the capacity for righteous judgment.  

The Middle Angelic Hierarchy consists of three Ranks: Dominions, Powers, and Authorities:  

• DOMINIONS (Col 1:16) hold dominion over the angels subject to them. They instruct the 

earthly authorities, established by God, to rule wisely, and to govern their lands well. The 

Dominions teach us to subdue sinful impulses, to subject the flesh to the spirit, to master our 

will, and to conquer temptation. 

• POWERS (1 Pet 3:22) fulfill the will of God without hesitation. They work great miracles 

and give the grace of wonderworking and clairvoyance to saints pleasing to God. The Powers 

assist people in fulfilling obediences. They also encourage them to be patient, and give them 

spiritual strength and fortitude.  

• AUTHORITIES (1 Pet 3:22, Col 1:16) have authority over the devil. They protect people 

from demonic temptations, and prevent demons from harming people as they would wish. 

They also uphold ascetics and guard them, helping people in the struggle with evil thoughts.  

The Lowest Hierarchy includes the three Ranks: Principalities, Archangels, and Angels:  

• PRINCIPALITIES (Col 1:16) have command over the lower angels, instructing them in the 

fulfilling of God’s commands. They watch over the world and protect lands, nations and 

peoples. Principalities instruct people to render proper honor to those in authority, as befits 

their station. They teach those in authority to use their position, not for personal glory and 

gain, but to honor God, and to spread word of Him, for the benefit of those under them. 

• ARCHANGELS (1 Thess 4:16) are messengers of great and wondrous tidings. They reveal 

prophecies and the mysteries of the faith. They enlighten people to know and understand the 

will of God, they spread faith in God among the people, illuminating their minds with the 

light of the Holy Gospel. 

• ANGELS (1 Pet 3:22) are in the lowest rank of the heavenly hierarchy, and closest to people. 

They reveal the lesser mysteries of God and His intentions, guiding people to virtuous and 

holy life. They support those who remain steadfast, and they raise up the fallen. They never 

abandon us and they are always prepared to help us, if we desire it. 

All the Ranks of the Heavenly Powers are called angels, although each has its own name and 

position by virtue of their service. The Lord reveals His will to the highest ranks of the angels, 

and they in turn inform the others.  

Over all the Nine Ranks, the Lord appointed the Holy Archangel Michael (his name in Hebrew 

means “who is like unto God”), the faithful servitor of God, as Chief Commander. He cast down 

from Heaven the arrogantly proud Lucifer and the other fallen spirits when they rebelled against 

God. Michael summoned the ranks of angels and cried out, “Let us attend! Let us stand aright 

before our Creator and do not consider doing what is displeasing unto God!”  

According to Church Tradition, and in the church services to the Archangel Michael, he partic-

ipated in many other Old Testament events.  

During the Exodus of the Israelites from Egypt he went before them in the form of a pillar of 

cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Through him the power of the Lord was made manifest, 

annihilating the Egyptians and Pharaoh who were in pursuit of the Israelites. The Archangel Mi-

chael defended Israel in all its misfortunes. 
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He appeared to Joshua Son of Navi and revealed the will of the Lord at the taking of Jericho 

(Josh 5:13-16). The power of the great Chief Commander of God was manifest in the annihilation 

of the 185,000 soldiers of the Assyrian emperor Sennacherib (4/2 Kings 19:35); also in the smit-

ing of the impious leader Heliodorus (2 Macc. 3: 24-26); and in the protection of the Three Holy 

Youths: Ananias, Azarias and Misail, thrown into the fiery furnace for their refusal to worship an 

idol (Dan 3:22-25). 

Through the will of God, the Chief Commander Michael transported the Prophet Habbakuk 

(December 2) from Judea to Babylon, to give food to Daniel in the lions’ den (Dan. 14:33-37). 

The Archangel Michael disputed with the devil over the body of the holy Prophet Moses (Jude 

1:9). 

The holy Archangel Michael showed his power when he miraculously saved a young man, cast 

into the sea by robbers with a stone about his neck on the shores of Mt Athos. This story is found 

in the Athonite Paterikon, and in the Life of Saint Neophytus of Docheiariou (November 9). 

From ancient times the Archangel Michael was famed for his miracles in Rus. In the Voloko-

lamsk Paterikon is a narrative of Saint Paphnutius of Borov with an account of Tatar tax-gatherers 

concerning the miraculous saving of Novgorod the Great: “Therefore Great Novgorod was never 

taken by the Hagarenes... when... for our sins the godless Hagarene emperor Batu devoured and 

set the Russian land aflame and came to Novgorod, and God and the Most Holy Theotokos 

shielded it with an appearance of Michael the Archangel, who forbade him to enter into it. He 

[Batu] was come to the Lithuanian city and came toward Kiev and saw the stone church, over the 

doors of which the great Archangel Michael had written and spoken to the prince his allotted fate, 

‘By this we have forbidden you entry into Great Novgorod’.”  

Intercession for Russian cities by the Most Holy Queen of Heaven always involved Her appear-

ances with the Heavenly Hosts, under the leadership of the Archangel Michael. Grateful Rus 

acclaimed the Most Pure Mother of God and the Archangel Michael in church hymns. Many 

monasteries, cathedrals, court and merchant churches are dedicated to the Chief Commander Mi-

chael.  

In old Kiev at the time of the accepting of Christianity, a cathedral of the Archangel was built, 

and a monastery also was named for him. Archangel cathedrals are found at Smolensk, Nizhni 

Novgorod, Staritsa, at Great Ustiug (beginning of the thirteenth century), and a cathedral at Svi-

yazhsk. In Rus there was not a city where there was not a church or chapel dedicated to the 

Archangel Michael. 

One of the chief temples of the city of Moscow, the burial church in the Kremlin, is dedicated 

to him. Numerous and beautiful icons of the Chief Commander of the Heavenly Hosts are also in 

his Cathedral. One of these, the Icon “Blessed Soldiery,” was painted in the Dormition Cathedral 

of the Moscow Kremlin. The saintly soldiers, Russian princes, are depicted under the leadership 

of the Archangel Michael. 

We invoke Saint Michael for protection from invasion by enemies and from civil war, and for 

the defeat of adversaries on the field of battle. He conquers all spiritual enemies. 

Holy Scripture and Tradition give us the names of the Archangels:  

• Gabriel: strength (power) of God, herald and servitor of Divine omnipotence (Dan 8:16, 

Luke 1:26). He announces the mysteries of God.  

• Raphael: the healing of God, the curer of human infirmities (Tobit 3:16, 12:15)  

• Uriel: the fire or light of God, enlightener (3 Ezdras 5:20). We pray for him to enlighten 

those with darkened minds.  
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• Selaphiel: the prayer of God, impelling to prayer (3 Ezdras 5:16). He prays to God for man-

kind. 

• Jehudiel: the glorifying of God, encouraging exertion for the glory of the Lord and interced-

ing for the reward of efforts. 

• Barachiel: distributor of the blessings of God for good deeds, entreats the mercy of God for 

people.  

• Jeremiel: the raising up to God (3 Ezdras 4:36)  

On icons the Archangels are depicted in according to the character of their service:  

• Michael tramples the devil underfoot, and in his left hand holds a green date-tree branch, 

and in his right hand a spear with a white banner on which is outlined a scarlet cross, or 

sometimes a fiery sword. 

• Gabriel with a branch from Paradise, presented by him to the Most Holy Virgin, or with a 

shining lantern in his right hand and with a mirror made of jasper in his left.  

• Raphael holds a vessel with healing medications in his left hand, and with his right hand 

leads Tobias, carrying a fish for healing (Tobit 5-8). 

• Uriel in his raised right hand holds a naked sword at the level of his chest, and in his lowered 

left hand “a fiery flame.” 

• Selaphiel in a prayerful posture, gazing downwards, hands folded on the chest. 

• Jehudiel holds a golden crown in his right hand, in his left, a whip of three red (or black) 

thongs. 

• Barachiel is shown with a white rose on his breast. 

• Jeremiel holds balance-scales in his hand. 

Each person has a guardian angel, and every nation also receives its own guardian angel from 

God (Dan. 10:13). When a church is consecrated, it also receives a guardian angel (Palladius, 

Dial. Ch. 10). [From oca.org] 

 

THE LITTLE DISMISSAL 

The Leader bows toward the icon of Christ on the iconostasis, saying: 

Leader: Glory to thee, O Christ our God and our Hope, glory to thee. 

All: Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever, and unto ages 

of ages. Amen. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. O Lord, bless. 

Leader: O Thou Who rose again from the dead, Christ our true God, through the intercessions of 

his all-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother; by the protection of the archangels Michael, 

Gabriel, Raphael and all the honorable Bodiless Powers of Heaven, whose memory we now cel-

ebrate; of our venerable and God-bearing Fathers; of the Holy Myrrh-Bearer and Equal to the 

Apostles Mary Magdalene, protector of this community; and of all the saints: have mercy on us, 

and save us, for Thou art good and lovest mankind. 
Then, facing the icon of Christ, on the iconostasis, the Leader says: 

Leader: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy on us, 

and save us.  

All: Amen. 


