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beyond printing out a single copy for personal non-commercial use. 

 

READER’S TYPIKA ON SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2020 

(26th Sunday after Pentecost & 10th Sunday of Luke1) 

Our Father Among the Saints Nicholas the Wonderworker,  

Bishop of Myra in Lycia 

 
Leader: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy on us, 

and save us. 

Reader: Amen.  

THE TRISAGION PRAYERS 

People: Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have mercy on us. (Thrice) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages.  Amen 

All-holy Trinity, have mercy on us. Lord, cleanse us from our sins. Master, pardon our iniqui-

ties. Holy One, visit and heal our infirmities for thy Name’s sake. 

Lord, have mercy.  (Thrice) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages.  Amen 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done on 

earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil 

one. 

Leader:  O Lord, Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on us.  

All: Amen. 

Reader: Lord, have mercy.  (12 times) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages.  Amen. 

O come, let us worship and fall down before God our King. 

O come, let us worship and fall down before Christ, our King and our God. 

O come, let us worship and fall down before the Very Christ, our King and our God. 

THE FIRST ANTIPHON: PSALM 102 

Reader: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me bless His holy name. Bless the Lord, 

O my soul, and forget not all that He hath done for thee, Who is gracious unto all thine iniquities, 

Who healeth all thine infirmities, Who redeemeth thy life from corruption, Who crowneth thee 

with mercy and compassion, Who fulfilleth thy desire with good things; thy youth shall be 
 

1 Strictly speaking, Sunday December 6, 2020 would normally correspond to 11th Sunday of Luke. However, the Gospel of 

the 10th Sunday of Luke is always appointed for the 3rd Sunday before Nativity (the one that falls December 4th through 

December 10th). This is not the only Lukan Sunday Gospel that is read “out of order” (the Gospel of the 11th Sunday of Luke  

is always appointed for the Sunday of the Forefathers – the Sunday that falls Dec.11—17;  the one for 12th Sunday of Luke 

is typically read on 2nd Sunday after Theophany – in case when we are still outside the Triodion; the one for 13th Sunday of 

Luke is read on the Sunday that falls November 24—30; the one for 14th Sunday of Luke is read on the Sunday that falls 

December 1—3, or sometimes between Theophany and the Triodion.) A detailed explanation is found on the “Sundays of 

Luke” supplement, as well as Father Daniel’s Typikon notes. 
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renewed as the eagle's. The Lord performeth deeds of mercy, and executeth judgement for all 

them that are wronged. He hath made His ways known unto Moses, unto the sons of Israel the 

things that He hath willed. Compassionate and merciful is the Lord, long-suffering and plenteous 

in mercy; not unto the end will He be angered, neither unto eternity will He be wroth. Not ac-

cording to our iniquities hath He dealt with us, neither according to our sins hath He rewarded us. 

For according to the height of heaven from the earth, the Lord hath made His mercy to prevail 

over them that fear Him. As far as the east is from the west, so far hath He removed our iniquities 

from us. Like as a father hath compassion upon his sons, so hath the Lord had compassion upon 

them that fear Him; for He knoweth whereof we are made, He hath remembered that we are dust. 

As for man, his days are as the grass; as a flower of the field, so shall he blossom forth. For when 

the wind is passed over it, then it shall be gone, and no longer will it know the place thereof. But 

the mercy of the Lord is from eternity, even unto eternity, upon them that fear Him. And His 

righteousness is upon sons of sons, upon them that keep His testament and remember His com-

mandments to do them. The Lord in heaven hath prepared His throne, and His kingdom ruleth 

over all. Bless the Lord, all ye His angels, mighty in strength, that perform His word, to hear the 

voice of His words. Bless the Lord, all ye His hosts, His ministers that do His will. Bless the Lord, 

all ye His works, in every place of His dominion.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages.  Amen. 

And again: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me bless His holy Name; blessed 

art Thou, O Lord. 

THE SECOND ANTIPHON: PSALM 145 

Reader: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

Praise the Lord, O my soul. I will praise the Lord in my life, I will chant unto my God for as long 

as I have my be-ing. Trust ye not in princes, in the sons of men, in whom there is no salvation. 

His spirit shall go forth, and he shall return unto his earth. In that day all his thoughts shall perish. 

Blessed is he of whom the God of Jacob is his help, whose hope is in the Lord his God, Who hath 

made heaven and the earth, the sea and all that is therein, Who keepeth truth unto eternity, Who 

executeth judgement for the wronged, Who giveth food unto the hungry. The Lord looseth the 

fettered; the Lord maketh wise the blind; the Lord setteth aright the fallen; the Lord loveth the 

righteous; the Lord preserveth the proselytes. He shall adopt for His own the orphan and widow, 

and the way of sinners shall He destroy. The Lord shall be king unto eternity; thy God, O Sion, 

unto generation and generation.  

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

THE HYMN OF JUSTINIAN 

Choir: Only-begotten Son and Word of God, who art im-mortal, who for our salvation willed to 

be incarnate of the Holy Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary, and without change became man; and 

wast crucified, O Christ our God, and trampled down death by death; who art one of the Holy 

Trinity, glorified together with the Father and the Holy Spirit: save us. 

 

THE BEATITUDES IN TONE ONE 

In Thy kingdom remember us, O Lord, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 

• Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

• Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
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For the Resurrection in Tone One 

Verse 10: Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 

Through food, the enemy led Adam out of Paradise; and through the Cross Christ led the thief 

back into it crying: 'Remember me, O Lord, when Thou comest into Thy Kingdom.' 

Verse 9: Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled. 

I venerate Thy sufferings and glorify Thy Resurrection. With Adam and with the thief I raise a 

shining cry to Thee: 'Remember me, O Lord, when Thou comest into Thy Kingdom.' 

Verse 8: Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. 

Without sin, hast Thou been crucified, and of Thine own will hast Thou been laid in the tomb. 

But Thou as God hast risen raising Adam with Thyself, crying: 'Remember me, when Thou 

comest into Thy Kingdom.' 

Verse 7: Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 

On the third day, O Christ our God, Thou hast raised from the tomb the temple of Thy body 

raising with Thyself Adam and those descending from him, crying: 'Remember me when Thou 

comest into Thy Kingdom.' 

Verse 6: Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the sons of God. 

The women bearing myrrh came early in the morning lamenting to Thy tomb, O Christ our God, 

and they found there an angel in shining white seated and crying: 'What do ye seek? Christ is 

risen, weep no more.' 

Verse 5: Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom 

of heaven. 

O Lord, Thine apostles as Thou hast ordered them were beside Thee on the Mountain and seeing 

Thee, O Saviour, they worshipped and Thou hast sent them forth to teach and to baptize the 

nations. 

For St. Nicholas2 in Tone Two 

Verse 4: Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner 

of evil against you falsely, for my sake.  

O blessed Nicholas, as a true disciple of the Master, thou dost preserve from cruel dangers and 

bitter death them that have recourse to thee. 

Verse 3: Rejoice, and be exceeding glad, for great is your reward in the heavens.  

O blessed Nicholas, as a true disciple of the Master, thou dost preserve from cruel dangers and 

bitter death them that have recourse to thee. 

Verse 2: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

At Nicholas Thy servant’s mediations with Thee, O Plenteous in Mercy, be gracious to Thy 

slaves, granting them, since Thou art good, the forgiveness 

of their failings. 

Verse 1: Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 

Assuage the tumult of my passions and guide my life, O all-holy Lady, who gavest birth to Christ, 

in Whom my heart is established. 

THE SUNDAY EISODIKON 

Verse: O come, let us worship and fall down before Christ. 

Choir: Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead; who sing to Thee. Alleluia, Alleluia, 

Alleluia. 

 
2 Troparia from 3rd Ode of the 1st Matins Canon (cf. St. Sabbas Typikon). 
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Apolytikia: 

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE ONE 

While the stone was sealed by the Jews, and the soldiers were guarding Thy most pure body, 

Thou didst arise on the third day, O Savior, granting life to the world. For which cause the heav-

enly powers cried aloud unto Thee, O giver of life. Glory to Thy Resurrection, O Christ, glory to 

Thy kingdom, glory to Thy providence, O Thou Who alone art the lover of mankind. 

APOLYTIKION OF ST. NICHOLAS IN TONE FOUR 

Thy work of justice did reveal thee to thy community as a canon of faith, the likeness of humility 

and the teacher of abstinence, O thou Father and great Bishop Nicholas. Wherefore, by humility 

thou didst achieve exaltation, and by thy meekness wealth. Intercede, therefore, intercede with 

Christ that He will save our souls. 

APOLYTIKION OF ST. MARY MAGDALENE IN TONE ONE 

(**The soldiers standing guard**) 

When Christ God had been born for our sakes from the Virgin, thou faith-fully didst follow Him, 

keeping His statutes and heeding His sacred laws, O august Mary Magdalene. Hence, as we today 

observe thy holy remembrance, we receive the loosing of our sins and transgressions through thy 

holy prayer(s) for us. 

THE TRISAGION HYMN 

Holy God, Holy mighty, Holy Immortal have mercy on us. (thrice) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever, and unto the ages 

of ages. Amen. 

Holy Immortal have mercy on us. 

Holy God, Holy mighty, Holy Immortal have mercy on us. 

 

THE APOSTOLOS & THE GOSPEL 

PROKEIMENON, IN TONE 7 

Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints. (Ps.115:6) {twice} 

Verse: What shall I render unto the Lord for all that He hath rendered unto me? (Ps.115:3) 

Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints. 

APOSTOLOS FOR ST. NICHOLAS: 

Reader: The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews §335 (13:17-21) 

Brethren, obey your leaders and submit to them; for they are keeping watch over your souls, as 

men who will have to give account.  Let them do this joyfully, and not sadly, for that would be 

of no advantage to you.  Pray for us, for we are sure that we have a clear conscience, desiring to 

act honorably in all things.  I urge you the more earnestly to do this in order that I may be restored 

to you the sooner.  Now may the God of peace Who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 

the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything 

good that you may do His will, working in you that which is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus 

Christ; to Whom be glory forever and ever. Amen. 

ALLELUIA, IN TONE 1 

Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  

Verse 1: Thy priests shall be clothed with righteousness, and Thy righteous shall rejoice. 

(Ps.131:9) 

Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  
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Verse 2: For the Lord hath elected Sion, He hath chosen her to be a habitation for Himself. 

(Ps.131:14) 

Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  

GOSPEL FOR 10TH
 SUNDAY OF LUKE: 

Reader: The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke §71 (13:10-17) 

Choir: Glory the Thee O Lord, Glory to Thee.  

Reader: At that time, Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath.  And there 

was a woman who had had a spirit of infirmity for eighteen years; she was bent over and could 

not fully straighten herself.  And when Jesus saw her, He called her and said to her, “Woman, 

you are freed from your infirmity.”  And He laid His hands upon her, and immediately she was 

made straight, and she praised God.  But the ruler of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus had 

healed on the Sabbath, said to the people, “There are six days on which work ought to be done; 

come on those days and be healed, and not on the Sabbath day.”  Then the Lord answered him, 

“You hypocrite!  Does not each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or his ass from the manger, 

and lead it away to water it?  And ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan 

bound for eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the Sabbath day?”  As Jesus said this, all 

His adversaries were put to shame; and all the people rejoiced at all the glorious things that were 

done by Him. 

 

Choir: Glory the Thee O Lord, Glory to Thee.  

Then we sing the following, in tone 6 

Choir: Remember us, O Lord, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 

• Remember us, O Master, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 

• Remember us, O Holy One, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 

The heavenly choir praiseth Thee and saith: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth; heaven and earth 

are full of Thy glory. 

Verse: Come unto Him, and be enlightened and your faces shall not be ashamed. 

The heavenly choir praiseth Thee and saith: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth; heaven and earth 

are full of Thy glory. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

The choir of Holy angels and archangels, with all the heavenly hosts praiseth Thee and saith: 

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth; heaven and earth are full of Thy glory. 

Both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages.  Amen. 

 

THE SYMBOL OF FAITH 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible 

and invisible; 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Only-begotten, Begotten of the Father before 

all worlds, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, Begotten, not made; of one essence with the 

Father, by whom all things were made: Who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven, and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and was made man; And was 

crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate, and suffered and was buried; And the third day He rose 

again, according to the Scriptures; And ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of the 

Father; And He shall come again with glory to judge the living and the dead, Whose kingdom 

shall have no end. 
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And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life, Who proceedeth from the Father, 

Who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified, Who spake by the Proph-

ets;  

And I believe in One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the 

remission of sins. I look for the Resurrection of the dead, And the Life of the world to come. 

Amen. 

Leader: Remit, pardon, forgive, O God, our offenses, both voluntary and involuntary, in deed and 

word, in knowledge and ignorance, by day and by night, in mind and thought; forgive us all 

things, for Thou art good and the Lover of mankind. 

All: Amen 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done on 

earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil 

one. 

Leader: O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on us. 

All: Amen. 

Kontakia: 

KONTAKION OF THE RESURRECTION IN TONE ONE 

As God, Thou didst arise from the tomb in glory, and Thou didst raise the world together with 

Thyself. And mortal nature praised Thee as God, and death was obliterated. And Adam danceth 

for joy, O Master, and Eve, now freed from fetters, rejoiceth as she crieth out: Thou, O Christ, 

dost grant resurrection unto all. 

KONTAKION OF ST. NICHOLAS IN TONE THREE 

(**On this day the Virgin**) 

Thou, O righteous Nicholas, * in Myra wast shown forth * as a sacred minister * fulfilling Christ’s 

holy Gospel; * for thou didst lay down thy life for * thy flock and people * and, O Saint, didst 

save the innocent from unjust death. * Wherefore, thou wast sanctified as * a great initiate * of 

the grace of God. 

KONTAKION OF PREPARATION OF CHRIST’S NATIVITY IN TONE THREE 

(**The original melody**)3 

Today the Virgin comes to the cave to ineffably give birth to the pre-eternal Word. Hear the glad 

tidings and rejoice, all the ends of the earth; with the angels and shepherds glorify Him. He comes 

a young child, He Who is from eternity God. 

 

Leader: Lord, have mercy.  (12 times) 

O All-Holy Trinity, the consubstantial dominion, the indivisible Kingdom, and cause of every 

Good: Show Thy good will even unto me a sinner; make steadfast my heart and grant it under-

standing, and take away mine every defilement; enlighten my mind that I may glorify, hymn, 

worship, and say: 

Choir: One is Holy, One is Lord, Jesus Christ, to the Glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

PSALM 33 

Reader: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto 

ages of ages.  Amen 

 
3 This translation matches the melody the St. Mary Magdalene choir is most familiar with. 
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I will bless the Lord at all times, His praise shall continually be in my mouth. In the Lord shall 

my soul be praised; let the meek hear and be glad. O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt 

His name together. I sought the Lord, and He heard me, and delivered me from all my tribulations. 

Come unto Him, and be enlightened, and your faces shall not be ashamed. This poor man cried, 

and the Lord heard him, and saved him out of all his tribulations. The angel of the Lord will 

encamp round about them that fear Him, and will deliver them. O taste and see that the Lord is 

good; blessed is the man that hopeth in Him. O fear the Lord, all ye His saints; for there is no 

want to them that fear Him. Rich men have turned poor and gone hungry; but they that seek the 

Lord shall not be deprived of any good thing. Come ye children, hearken unto me; I will teach 

you the fear of the Lord. What man is there that desireth life, who loveth to see good days? Keep 

thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking guile. Turn away from evil, and do good; seek 

peace, and pursue it. The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and His ears are opened unto 

their supplication. The face of the Lord is against them that do evil, utterly to destroy the remem-

brance of them from the earth. The righteous cried, and the Lord heard them, and He delivered 

them out of all their tribulations. The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a contrite heart, and He 

will save the humble of spirit. Many are the tribulations of the righteous, and the Lord shall deliver 

them out of them all. The Lord keepeth all their bones, not one of them shall be broken. The death 

of sinners is evil, and they that hate the righteous shall do wrong. The Lord will redeem the souls 

of His servants, and none of them will do wrong that hope in Him.  

THE HYMN TO THE THEOTOKOS 

It is truly meet and right to bless thee, O Theotokos, who art ever blessed and all-blameless, and 

the Mother of our God. More honourable than the cherubim and more glorious beyond compare 

than the seraphim, thou who without corruption bearest God the Word and art truly Theotokos: 

We magnify thee. 

READING(S)  

OUR FATHER AMONG THE SAINTS NICHOLAS THE WONDERWORKER,  

ARCHBISHOP OF MYRA IN LYCIA (AND HIS UNCLE, NICHOLAS, BISHOP OF PATARA) 

Saint Nicholas, the Wonderworker, Archbishop of Myra in Lycia is famed as a great saint pleas-

ing unto God. He was born in the city of Patara in the region of Lycia (on the south coast of the 

Asia Minor peninsula), and was the only son of pious parents Theophanes and Nonna, who had 

vowed to dedicate him to God. 

As the fruit of the prayer of his childless parents, the infant Nicholas from the very day of his 

birth revealed to people the light of his future glory as a wonderworker. His mother, Nonna, after 

giving birth was immediately healed from illness. The newborn infant, while still in the baptismal 

font, stood on his feet three hours, without support from anyone, thereby honoring the Most Holy 

Trinity. Saint Nicholas from his infancy began a life of fasting, and on Wednesdays and Fridays 

he would not accept milk from his mother until after his parents had finished their evening pray-

ers.  

From his childhood Nicholas thrived on the study of Divine Scripture; by day he would not 

leave church, and by night he prayed and read books, making himself a worthy dwelling place 

for the Holy Spirit. Bishop Nicholas of Patara rejoiced at the spiritual success and deep piety of 

his nephew. He ordained him a reader, and then elevated Nicholas to the priesthood, making him 

his assistant and entrusting him to instruct the flock.  

In serving the Lord the youth was fervent of spirit, and in his proficiency with questions of faith 

he was like an Elder, who aroused the wonder and deep respect of believers. Constantly at work 
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and vivacious, in unceasing prayer, the priest Nicholas displayed great kind-heartedness towards 

the flock, and towards the afflicted who came to him for help, and he distributed all his inheritance 

to the poor.  

There was a certain formerly rich inhabitant of Patara, whom Saint Nicholas saved from great 

sin. The man had three grown daughters, and in desperation he planned to sell their bodies so they 

would have money for food. The saint, learning of the man’s poverty and of his wicked intention, 

secretly visited him one night and threw a sack of gold through the window. With the money the 

man arranged an honorable marriage for his daughter. Saint Nicholas also provided gold for the 

other daughters, thereby saving the family from falling into spiritual destruction. In bestowing 

charity, Saint Nicholas always strove to do this secretly and to conceal his good deeds.  

The Bishop of Patara decided to go on pilgrimage to the holy places at Jerusalem, and entrusted 

the guidance of his flock to Saint Nicholas, who fulfilled this obedience carefully and with love. 

When the bishop returned, Nicholas asked his blessing for a pilgrimage to the Holy Land. Along 

the way the saint predicted a storm would arise and threaten the ship. Saint Nicholas saw the devil 

get on the ship, intending to sink it and kill all the passengers. At the entreaty of the despairing 

pilgrims, he calmed the waves of the sea by his prayers. Through his prayer a certain sailor of the 

ship, who had fallen from the mast and was mortally injured, was also restored to health.  

When he reached the ancient city of Jerusalem and came to Golgotha, Saint Nicholas gave 

thanks to the Savior. He went to all the holy places, worshiping at each one. One night on Mount 

Sion, the closed doors of the church opened by themselves for the great pilgrim. Going round the 

holy places connected with the earthly service of the Son of God, Saint Nicholas decided to with-

draw into the desert, but he was stopped by a divine voice urging him to return to his native 

country. He returned to Lycia, and yearning for a life of quietude, the saint entered into the broth-

erhood of a monastery named Holy Sion, which had been founded by his uncle. But the Lord 

again indicated another path for him, “Nicholas, this is not the vineyard where you shall bear fruit 

for Me. Return to the world, and glorify My Name there.” So he left Patara and went to Myra in 

Lycia.  

Upon the death of Archbishop John, Nicholas was chosen as Bishop of Myra after one of the 

bishops of the Council said that a new archbishop should be revealed by God, not chosen by men. 

One of the elder bishops had a vision of a radiant Man, Who told him that the one who came to 

the church that night and was first to enter should be made archbishop. He would be named Nich-

olas. The bishop went to the church at night to await Nicholas. The saint, always the first to arrive 

at church, was stopped by the bishop. “What is your name, child?” he asked. God’s chosen one 

replied, “My name is Nicholas, Master, and I am your servant.”  

After his consecration as archbishop, Saint Nicholas remained a great ascetic, appearing to his 

flock as an image of gentleness, kindness and love for people. This was particularly precious for 

the Lycian Church during the persecution of Christians under the emperor Diocletian (284-305). 

Bishop Nicholas, locked up in prison together with other Christians for refusing to worship idols, 

sustained them and exhorted them to endure the fetters, punishment and torture. The Lord pre-

served him unharmed. Upon the accession of Saint Constantine (May 21) as emperor, Saint Nich-

olas was restored to his flock, which joyfully received their guide and intercessor.  

Despite his great gentleness of spirit and purity of heart, Saint Nicholas was a zealous and ardent 

warrior of the Church of Christ. Fighting evil spirits, the saint made the rounds of the pagan 

temples and shrines in the city of Myra and its surroundings, shattering the idols and turning the 

temples to dust.  
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In the year 325 Saint Nicholas was a participant in the First Ecumenical Council. This Council 

proclaimed the Nicean Symbol of Faith, and he stood up against the heretic Arius with the likes 

of Saints Sylvester the Bishop of Rome (January 2), Alexander of Alexandria (May 29), Spyridon 

of Trimythontos (December 12) and other Fathers of the Council.  

Saint Nicholas, fired with zeal for the Lord, assailed the heretic Arius with his words, and also 

struck him upon the face. For this reason, he was deprived of the emblems of his episcopal rank 

and placed under guard. But several of the holy Fathers had the same vision, seeing the Lord 

Himself and the Mother of God returning to him the Gospel and omophorion. The Fathers of the 

Council agreed that the audacity of the saint was pleasing to God, and restored the saint to the 

office of bishop.  

Having returned to his own diocese, the saint brought it peace and blessings, sowing the word 

of Truth, uprooting heresy, nourishing his flock with sound doctrine, and also providing food for 

their bodies.  

Even during his life the saint worked many miracles. One of the greatest was the deliverance 

from death of three men unjustly condemned by the Governor, who had been bribed. The saint 

boldly went up to the executioner and took his sword, already suspended over the heads of the 

condemned. The Governor, denounced by Saint Nicholas for his wrong doing, repented and 

begged for forgiveness.  

Witnessing this remarkable event were three military officers, who were sent to Phrygia by the 

emperor Constantine to put down a rebellion. They did not suspect that soon they would also be 

compelled to seek the intercession of Saint Nicholas. Evil men slandered them before the em-

peror, and the officers were sentenced to death. Appearing to Saint Constantine in a dream, Saint 

Nicholas called on him to overturn the unjust sentence of the military officers.  

He worked many other miracles, and struggled many long years at his labor. Through the pray-

ers of the saint, the city of Myra was rescued from a terrible famine. He appeared to a certain 

Italian merchant and left him three gold pieces as a pledge of payment. He requested him to sail 

to Myra and deliver grain there. More than once, the saint saved those drowning in the sea, and 

provided release from captivity and imprisonment.  

Having reached old age, Saint Nicholas peacefully fell asleep in the Lord. His venerable relics 

were preserved incorrupt in the local cathedral church and flowed with curative myrrh, from 

which many received healing. In the year 1087, his relics were transferred to the Italian city of 

Bari, where they rest even now (See May 9).  

The name of the great saint of God, the hierarch and wonderworker Nicholas, a speedy helper 

and suppliant for all hastening to him, is famed in every corner of the earth, in many lands and 

among many peoples. In Russia there are a multitude of cathedrals, monasteries and churches 

consecrated in his name. There is, perhaps, not a single city without a church dedicated to him.  

The first Russian Christian prince Askold (+ 882) was baptized in 866 by Patriarch Photius 

(February 6) with the name Nicholas. Over the grave of Askold, Saint Olga (July 11) built the 

first temple of Saint Nicholas in the Russian Church at Kiev. Primary cathedrals were dedicated 

to Saint Nicholas at Izborsk, Ostrov, Mozhaisk, and Zaraisk. At Novgorod the Great, one of the 

main churches of the city, the Nikolo-Dvorischensk church, later became a cathedral.  

Famed and venerable churches and monasteries dedicated to Saint Nicholas are found at Kiev, 

Smolensk, Pskov, Toropetsa, Galich, Archangelsk, Great Ustiug, Tobolsk. Moscow had dozens 

of churches named for the saint, and also three monasteries in the Moscow diocese: the Nikolo-
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Greek (Staryi) in the Chinese-quarter, the Nikolo-Perervinsk and the Nikolo-Ugreshsk. One of 

the chief towers of the Kremlin was named the Nikolsk.  

Many of the churches devoted to the saint were those established at market squares by Russian 

merchants, sea-farers and those who traveled by land, venerating the wonderworker Nicholas as 

a protector of all those journeying on dry land and sea. They sometimes received the name among 

the people of “Nicholas soaked.”  

Many village churches in Russia were dedicated to the wonderworker Nicholas, venerated by 

peasants as a merciful intercessor before the Lord for all the people in their work. And in the 

Russian land Saint Nicholas did not cease his intercession. Ancient Kiev preserves the memory 

about the miraculous rescue of a drowning infant by the saint. The great wonderworker, hearing 

the grief-filled prayers of the parents for the loss of their only child, took the infant from the 

waters, revived him and placed him in the choir-loft of the church of Holy Wisdom (Hagia So-

phia) before his wonderworking icon. In the morning the infant was found safe by his thrilled 

parents, praising Saint Nicholas the Wonderworker.  

Many wonderworking icons of Saint Nicholas appeared in Russia and came also from other 

lands. There is the ancient Byzantine embordered image of the saint, brought to Moscow from 

Novgorod, and the large icon painted in the thirteenth century by a Novgorod master.  

Two depictions of the wonderworker are especially numerous in the Russian Church: Saint 

Nicholas of Zaraisk, portrayed in full-length, with his right hand raised in blessing and with a 

Gospel (this image was brought to Ryazan in 1225 by the future wife of Prince Theodore, the 

Byzantine Princess Eupraxia, who perished in 1237 with her husband and infant son during the 

incursion of Batu); and Saint Nicholas of Mozhaisk, also in full stature, with a sword in his right 

hand and a city in his left. This recalls the miraculous rescue of the city of Mozhaisk from an 

invasion of enemies, through the prayers of the saint. It is impossible to list all the grace-filled 

icons of Saint Nicholas, or to enumerate all his miracles.  

Saint Nicholas is the patron of travelers, and we pray to him for deliverance from floods, pov-

erty, or any misfortunes. He has promised to help those who remember his parents, Theophanes 

and Nonna. 

Saint Nicholas is also commemorated on May 9 (The transfer of his relics) and on July 29 (his 

nativity). [From oca.org] 

*  *  * 

THE HOLY NEW MARTYR NICHOLAS KARAMANOS OF SMYRNA (+ 1657) 

Saint Nicholas was from the city of Smyrna in Asia Minor, where one day, due to some scandal 

about which we know nothing, he said in anger that he would become a Muslim. Overheard by 

some Muslims, he was brought before the judge, who asked if it was true that he wanted to em-

brace Islam. To this Nicholas replied: "God forbid I should ever deny my Maker and Savior, the 

Lord Jesus Christ, the true God who will judge the living and the dead and will give to each 

according to their deeds." 

When the judge heard this he ordered Nicholas be beaten and insisted he deny his Christian 

faith, but Nicholas courageously accepted and endured the beating, strengthened from above. 

Then he was sent to prison where the judge ordered that he not be given anything to eat or drink, 

and they were to beat him twice a day.  

These instructions were carried out until Nicholas was brought back before the judge, who tried 

in every way possible to convert Nicholas to Islam. However, neither flatteries or promises or 
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threats shook his faith. Instead, he told his tormentors: "Even if you throw me into the sea, or 

burn me in fire, or cut me up into pieces, I will not deny my sweetest Jesus."  

When the judge heard these words, he ordered for Nicholas to be circumcised anyway, and this 

was done as he was bound to a column. With this Nicholas continued to say: "I am a Christian, I 

believe in my Christ as true God. I will not become a Turk."  

Those words brought Nicholas more jail time and tortures which Nicholas accepted with great 

joy, thanking God for giving him the opportunity to suffer for His name. Then the judge sented 

Nicholas to die by hanging. Thus in the year 1657, the Holy Martyr was hanged. His body lay 

exposed for three days. Then two Christians were forced by the Turks to take down Nicholas' 

body, tie a rope to his legs, and drag him to the sea in which they were to cast his body. Certain 

French Christians then recovered his body after bribing Muslim authorities, and they took it with 

honors to France, and there they greatly honored him, to the glory of Christ our God.4 [From 

Mystagogy] 

THE LITTLE DISMISSAL 

The Leader bows toward the icon of Christ on the iconostasis, saying: 

Leader: Glory to thee, O Christ our God and our Hope, glory to thee. 

All: Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever, and unto ages 

of ages. Amen. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. O Lord, bless. 

Leader: O Thou Who rose again from the dead, Christ our true God, through the intercessions of 

his all-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother; of our venerable and God-bearing fathers; of 

the Holy Myrrh-Bearer and Equal to the Apostles Mary Magdalene, protector of this community; 

of our father among the saints Nicholas, archbishop of Myra in Lycia, the Wonderworker, and 

his uncle, Nicholas, bishop of Patara; and New-martyr Nicholas of Karamania in Asia Minor, 

whose memory we celebrate today, and of all the saints: have mercy on us, and save us, for Thou 

art good and lovest mankind. 
 

Then, facing the icon of Christ, on the iconostasis, the Leader says: 

Leader: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy on us, 

and save us.  

All: Amen. 

 
4 In a Jesuit report from Smyrna in 1658 written by the Jesuit priest Pere Vabois, it sought to prove that the Greeks of 

Smyrna had embraced union with Rome and therefore were blessed with unique signs of God's mercy. The proof of their 

superior faith, the report says, was the martyrdom of Nicolas Caseti, a native of Smyrna, which took place a year before in 

1657. It then gives a long account of his martyrdom, making the case that he was a hero of Catholicism, rather than an 

Orthodox Christian. He writes: "One of his [Caseti's] children is now in the school of the fathers of our Company: that 

suffices to show he was in the path of the Roman Church." However, according to Nikodemos the Hagiorite in his New 

Martyrology, Nicolas Caseti is called Nicholas Karamanos, and does not speak of any contact he had with the Jesuit mis-

sionaries. Rather, he only points out that he was greatly honored by the French who recovered his body and took it with 

them back to France, where it was received with honor. It is believed that this curious remark of Nikodemos is a legend, 

indicating in fact that the actual body of Saint Nicholas was never recovered, but in fact remained in the sea, while his son 

was taken back to France where he was educated in a Jesuit school. See also "Du Glorieux Martyre de Nicolas Caseti" by 

Auguste Carayon in Relations inédites des missions de la Compagnie de Jésus a Constantinople et Dans le Levant (1864) 

here for the full account of Father Vabois. 


