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beyond printing out a single copy for personal non-commercial use. 

 

READER’S TYPIKA ON SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2020 

(28th Sunday after Pentecost) 

The Sunday before the Nativity of Christ (The Genealogy); 

The Forefeast of the Nativity of Christ 

 
Leader: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy on us, 

and save us. 

Reader: Amen.  

THE TRISAGION PRAYERS 

People: Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have mercy on us. (Thrice) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages.  Amen 

All-holy Trinity, have mercy on us. Lord, cleanse us from our sins. Master, pardon our iniqui-

ties. Holy One, visit and heal our infirmities for thy Name’s sake. 

Lord, have mercy.  (Thrice) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages.  Amen 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done on 

earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil 

one. 

Leader:  O Lord, Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on us.  

All: Amen. 

Reader: Lord, have mercy.  (12 times) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages.  Amen. 

O come, let us worship and fall down before God our King. 

O come, let us worship and fall down before Christ, our King and our God. 

O come, let us worship and fall down before the Very Christ, our King and our God. 

THE FIRST ANTIPHON: PSALM 102 

Reader: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me bless His holy name. Bless the Lord, 

O my soul, and forget not all that He hath done for thee, Who is gracious unto all thine iniquities, 

Who healeth all thine infirmities, Who redeemeth thy life from corruption, Who crowneth thee 

with mercy and compassion, Who fulfilleth thy desire with good things; thy youth shall be re-

newed as the eagle's. The Lord performeth deeds of mercy, and executeth judgement for all them 

that are wronged. He hath made His ways known unto Moses, unto the sons of Israel the things 

that He hath willed. Compassionate and merciful is the Lord, long-suffering and plenteous in 

mercy; not unto the end will He be angered, neither unto eternity will He be wroth. Not according 

to our iniquities hath He dealt with us, neither according to our sins hath He rewarded us. For 

according to the height of heaven from the earth, the Lord hath made His mercy to prevail over 

them that fear Him. As far as the east is from the west, so far hath He removed our iniquities from 
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us. Like as a father hath compassion upon his sons, so hath the Lord had compassion upon them 

that fear Him; for He knoweth whereof we are made, He hath remembered that we are dust. As 

for man, his days are as the grass; as a flower of the field, so shall he blossom forth. For when the 

wind is passed over it, then it shall be gone, and no longer will it know the place thereof. But the 

mercy of the Lord is from eternity, even unto eternity, upon them that fear Him. And His right-

eousness is upon sons of sons, upon them that keep His testament and remember His command-

ments to do them. The Lord in heaven hath prepared His throne, and His kingdom ruleth over all. 

Bless the Lord, all ye His angels, mighty in strength, that perform His word, to hear the voice of 

His words. Bless the Lord, all ye His hosts, His ministers that do His will. Bless the Lord, all ye 

His works, in every place of His dominion.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages.  Amen. 

And again: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me bless His holy Name; blessed 

art Thou, O Lord. 

THE SECOND ANTIPHON: PSALM 145 

Reader: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

Praise the Lord, O my soul. I will praise the Lord in my life, I will chant unto my God for as long 

as I have my be-ing. Trust ye not in princes, in the sons of men, in whom there is no salvation. 

His spirit shall go forth, and he shall return unto his earth. In that day all his thoughts shall perish. 

Blessed is he of whom the God of Jacob is his help, whose hope is in the Lord his God, Who hath 

made heaven and the earth, the sea and all that is therein, Who keepeth truth unto eternity, Who 

executeth judgement for the wronged, Who giveth food unto the hungry. The Lord looseth the 

fettered; the Lord maketh wise the blind; the Lord setteth aright the fallen; the Lord loveth the 

righteous; the Lord preserveth the proselytes. He shall adopt for His own the orphan and widow, 

and the way of sinners shall He destroy. The Lord shall be king unto eternity; thy God, O Sion, 

unto generation and generation.  

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

THE HYMN OF JUSTINIAN 

Choir: Only-begotten Son and Word of God, who art im-mortal, who for our salvation willed to 

be incarnate of the Holy Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary, and without change became man; and 

wast crucified, O Christ our God, and trampled down death by death; who art one of the Holy 

Trinity, glorified together with the Father and the Holy Spirit: save us. 

 

THE BEATITUDES IN TONE THREE 

In Thy kingdom remember us, O Lord, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 

For the Resurrection in Tone Three 

Verse 12: Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

O Christ, Thou hast cast out of Paradise Adam, the forefather, who had set aside Thy command-

ment. And in Thy compassion, Thou hast made to dwell therein the thief confessing Thee upon 

the Cross and crying: Remember me, O Saviour, in Thy Kingdom. 

Verse 11: Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be comforted. 

O Giver of life and Lord, Thou hast condemned us having sinned to the curse of death. And 

suffering in Thy sinless body Thou hast made mortal men live crying: Remember us also in Thy 

Kingdom. 
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Verse 10: Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 

O Lord, risen from the dead, Thou hast raised us from passions by Thy Resurrection. And Thou 

hast destroyed all the might of death. Therefore we cry with faith to Thee: Remember us also in 

Thy Kingdom. 

Verse 9: Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled. 

By Thy three days' burial hast Thou, making them live, raised those lying dead in hell. And Thou 

as good hast poured forth incorruption upon us all who at all times cry with faith: Remember us 

also in Thy Kingdom. 

For the Fathers1 in Tone Six 

Verse 8: Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. 

Minding the glory that is after the image and likeness of God, the Children, like athletes in contest, 

quenched the flame of the golden image with the Spirit's fire, chanting with faith: We know none 

other Lord save for Thee. 

Verse 7: Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 

With an abundance of wisdom and the power of the Spirit, the Children took the wise men of 

Babylon captive and put them to shame, and boldly cried out: There is none holy save for Thee, 

O man-befriending Lord. 

Verse 6: Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the sons of God. 

The Law doth rejoice and dance with the Children and the Prophets, and leapeth for joy today in 

anticipation of the Lord's divine illumination. Abraham also is glad, for he hath seen the Lord 

incarnate of his own seed. 

Verse 5: Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom 

of heaven. 

Thy conception is without passion, and the assumption of our flesh in thy childbirth is come to 

pass beyond word and nature; for the mystery noised abroad by the Prophets beyond nature hath 

appeared to us, being the very Lord, the Word of God. 

For the Forefeast2 in Tone One 

Verse 4: Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner 

of evil against you falsely, for my sake.  

Thyself a new heaven, O Lady, thou dost hasten to the cave, to bring Christ, the Sun of Glory, to 

dawn forth in the flesh from thy womb as from a cloud; for with His own rays He shall manifestly 

lighten every region of the earth, because of His immeasurable compassion. 

Verse 3: Rejoice, and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in the heavens.  

Thyself a new heaven, O Lady, thou dost hasten to the cave, to bring Christ, the Sun of Glory, to 

dawn forth in the flesh from thy womb as from a cloud; for with His own rays He shall manifestly 

lighten every region of the earth, because of His immeasurable compassion. 

Verse 2: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

Thou didst look upon our pain and misery, O compassionate Christ, and didst not overlook us, 

but didst empty Thyself without departing from Thy Begetter, and dweltest in a Virgin's womb; 

and she proceedeth to the cave, to give birth unto Thee in the flesh without the pangs of travail. 

Verse 1: Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 

 
1 These Troparia are from the 3rd Ode of the Matins Canon of the Fathers (from the Menaion for Sunday before Nativity). 

. 
2 These Troparia are from the 6th Ode of the Matins Canon of the Forefeast (from the Menaion for Sunday before Nativity). 
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Ye mountains and ye hills, ye plains and valleys, ye peoples, tribes, and nations, and all things 

that have breath, shout with jubilation, be filled with divine gladness; for the Redemption of all 

is come, the timeless Word of God made subject to time because of His compassion. 

 

THE SUNDAY EISODIKON 

Verse: O come, let us worship and fall down before Christ. 

Choir: Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead; who sing to Thee. Alleluia, Alleluia, 

Alleluia. 

Apolytikia: 

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE THREE 

Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad, for the Lord hath done a mighty act with His own 

arm. He hath trampled down death by death, and become the first-born from the dead. He hath 

delivered us from the depths of Hades, granting the world the Great Mercy. 

APOLYTIKION OF SUNDAY BEFORE NATIVITY IN TONE TWO 

Great are the achievements of faith!  In the fountain of flame, as by the water of rest, the Three 

Holy Children rejoiced.  And the Prophet Daniel proved a shepherd of lions as of sheep.  By their 

prayers, O Christ God, save our souls. 

APOLYTIKION FOR THE FOREFEAST IN TONE FOUR 

(**Joseph was amazed**) 

Be thou ready, Bethlehem, Eden hath opened unto all. * Ephratha, prepare thyself, for now, be-

hold, the Tree of Life * hath blossomed forth in the cave from the holy Virgin. * Her womb hath 

proved a true spiritual Paradise, * wherein the divine and saving Tree is found, * and as we eat 

thereof we shall all live, * and shall not die as did Adam. * For Christ is born now to raise the 

image that had fallen aforetime. 

APOLYTIKION OF ST. MARY MAGDALENE IN TONE ONE 

(**The soldiers standing guard**) 

When Christ God had been born for our sakes from the Virgin, thou faith-fully didst follow Him, 

keeping His statutes and heeding His sacred laws, O august Mary Magdalene. Hence, as we today 

observe thy holy remembrance, we receive the loosing of our sins and transgressions through thy 

holy prayer(s) for us. 

THE TRISAGION HYMN 

Holy God, Holy mighty, Holy Immortal have mercy on us. (thrice) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever, and unto the ages 

of ages. Amen. 

Holy Immortal have mercy on us. 

Holy God, Holy mighty, Holy Immortal have mercy on us. 

 

THE APOSTOLOS & THE GOSPEL 

PROKEIMENON IN TONE 4 

(Song of Three Youths) 

Blessed art Thou, O Lord, the God of our Fathers, and praised and glorified is Thy Name unto 

the ages. {twice} 

Verse: For righteous art Thou in all which Thou hast done for us. 

Blessed art Thou, O Lord, the God of our Fathers, and praised and glorified is Thy Name unto 

the ages. 
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APOSTOLOS FOR THE SUNDAY BEFORE NATIVITY: 

Reader: The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews §328 (11:9-10; 32-40) 

Brethren, by faith Abraham sojourned in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents 

with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. For he looked forward to the city which 

has foundations, whose builder and maker is God. And what more shall I say? For time would 

fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets—who 

through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, received promises, stopped the mouths of 

lions, quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness, became 

mighty in war, and put foreign armies to flight. Women received their dead by resurrection. Some 

were tortured, refusing to accept release, so that they might rise again to a better life. Others 

suffered mocking and scourging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were 

sawn in two, they were killed with the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, desti-

tute, afflicted, ill-treated -- of whom the world was not worthy -- wandering over deserts and 

mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. And all these, though well attested by their faith, 

did not receive what was promised, since God had foreseen something better for us, that apart 

from us they should not be made perfect. 

ALLELUIA, IN TONE 4 

Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  

Verse 1: O God, with our ears have we heard, for our fathers have told us the work which Thou 

hadst wrought in their days, in the days of old. (Ps.43:1) 

Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  

Verse 2: The righteous cried, and the Lord heard them, and He delivered them out of all their 

tribulations. (Ps.33:17) 

Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  

GOSPEL FOR THE SUNDAY BEFORE NATIVITY: 

Reader: The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew §1 (1:1-25) 

Choir: Glory the Thee O Lord, Glory to Thee.  

Reader: The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. 

Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah 

and his brothers, and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of Hez-

ron, and Hezron the father of Aram, and Aram the father of Amminadab, and Amminadab the 

father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon, and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, 

and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the father of David 

the king.   

And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, and Solomon the father of Reho-

boam, and Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asa, and Asa the father of 

Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah, and Uzziah 

the father of Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, and Heze-

kiah the father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the father of Amon, and Amon the father of Josiah, 

and Josiah the father of Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of the deportation to Babylon.   

And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of Shealtiel, and Shealtiel the 

father of Zerubbabel, and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and Abiud the father of Eliakim, and 

Eliakim the father of Azor, and Azor the father of Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, and 

Achim the father of Eliud, and Eliud the father of Eleazar, and Eleazar the father of Matthan, and 
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Matthan the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus 

was born, Who is called Christ.  

So all the generations from Abraham to David were fourteen generations, and from David to 

the deportation to Babylon fourteen generations, and from the deportation to Babylon to the Christ 

were fourteen generations.   

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way.  When His mother Mary had been betrothed 

to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child of the Holy Spirit; and her 

husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her 

quietly.  But as he considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, 

saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in 

her is of the Holy Spirit; she will bear a son, and you shall call His Name Jesus, for He will save 

His people from their sins.”  All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 

“Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and His Name shall be called Emmanuel” (which 

means, God with us).  When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord had com-

manded him; he took his wife, but knew her not until she had borne a son; and he called His Name 

Jesus. 

Choir: Glory the Thee O Lord, Glory to Thee.  

Then we sing the following, in tone 6 

Choir: Remember us, O Lord, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 

• Remember us, O Master, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 

• Remember us, O Holy One, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 

The heavenly choir praiseth Thee and saith: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth; heaven and earth 

are full of Thy glory. 

Verse: Come unto Him, and be enlightened and your faces shall not be ashamed. 

The heavenly choir praiseth Thee and saith: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth; heaven and earth 

are full of Thy glory. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

The choir of Holy angels and archangels, with all the heavenly hosts praiseth Thee and saith: 

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth; heaven and earth are full of Thy glory. 

Both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages.  Amen. 

 

THE SYMBOL OF FAITH 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible 

and invisible; 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Only-begotten, Begotten of the Father before 

all worlds, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, Begotten, not made; of one essence with the 

Father, by whom all things were made: Who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven, and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and was made man; And was 

crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate, and suffered and was buried; And the third day He rose 

again, according to the Scriptures; And ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of the 

Father; And He shall come again with glory to judge the living and the dead, Whose kingdom 

shall have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life, Who proceedeth from the Father, 

Who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified, Who spake by the Proph-

ets;  



7 

 

And I believe in One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the 

remission of sins. I look for the Resurrection of the dead, And the Life of the world to come. 

Amen. 

Leader: Remit, pardon, forgive, O God, our offenses, both voluntary and involuntary, in deed and 

word, in knowledge and ignorance, by day and by night, in mind and thought; forgive us all 

things, for Thou art good and the Lover of mankind. 

All: Amen 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done on 

earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil 

one. 

Leader: O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on us. 

All: Amen. 

Kontakia: 

KONTAKION OF THE RESURRECTION IN TONE THREE 

(**On this day the Virgin**) 

On this day didst Thou arise * out of the grave and didst lead us * from the bars and gates of 

death, * Thou Who art great in compassion. * On this day, both Adam danceth * and Eve re-

joiceth; * and with them, all of the Patriarchs and the Prophets * chant unceasing hymns in praise 

of * the godly power * of Thy dominion and might. 

KONTAKION OF THE FOREFATHERS IN TONE SIX 

A hand-wrought image ye would not worship, O thrice-blessed ones; but armed by the Unde-

pictable Essence, ye were glorified in your ordeal by fire. Standing in the midst of the irresistible 

flame, ye called upon God: Speed Thou, O Compassionate One, and hasten, since Thou art mer-

ciful, to come unto our aid; for Thou art able, if it be Thy will. 

KONTAKION OF PREPARATION OF CHRIST’S NATIVITY IN TONE THREE 

(**The original melody**)3 

Today the Virgin comes to the cave to ineffably give birth to the pre-eternal Word. Hear the glad 

tidings and rejoice, all the ends of the earth; with the angels and shepherds glorify Him. He comes 

a young child, He Who is from eternity God. 

 

Leader: Lord, have mercy.  (12 times) 

O All-Holy Trinity, the consubstantial dominion, the indivisible Kingdom, and cause of every 

Good: Show Thy good will even unto me a sinner; make steadfast my heart and grant it under-

standing, and take away mine every defilement; enlighten my mind that I may glorify, hymn, 

worship, and say: 

Choir: One is Holy, One is Lord, Jesus Christ, to the Glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

PSALM 33 

Reader: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto 

ages of ages.  Amen 

I will bless the Lord at all times, His praise shall continually be in my mouth. In the Lord shall 

my soul be praised; let the meek hear and be glad. O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt 

His name together. I sought the Lord, and He heard me, and delivered me from all my tribulations. 

 
3 This translation matches the melody the St. Mary Magdalene choir is most familiar with. 
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Come unto Him, and be enlightened, and your faces shall not be ashamed. This poor man cried, 

and the Lord heard him, and saved him out of all his tribulations. The angel of the Lord will 

encamp round about them that fear Him, and will deliver them. O taste and see that the Lord is 

good; blessed is the man that hopeth in Him. O fear the Lord, all ye His saints; for there is no 

want to them that fear Him. Rich men have turned poor and gone hungry; but they that seek the 

Lord shall not be deprived of any good thing. Come ye children, hearken unto me; I will teach 

you the fear of the Lord. What man is there that desireth life, who loveth to see good days? Keep 

thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking guile. Turn away from evil, and do good; seek 

peace, and pursue it. The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and His ears are opened unto 

their supplication. The face of the Lord is against them that do evil, utterly to destroy the remem-

brance of them from the earth. The righteous cried, and the Lord heard them, and He delivered 

them out of all their tribulations. The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a contrite heart, and He 

will save the humble of spirit. Many are the tribulations of the righteous, and the Lord shall deliver 

them out of them all. The Lord keepeth all their bones, not one of them shall be broken. The death 

of sinners is evil, and they that hate the righteous shall do wrong. The Lord will redeem the souls 

of His servants, and none of them will do wrong that hope in Him.  

 

THE HYMN TO THE THEOTOKOS 

It is truly meet and right to bless thee, O Theotokos, who art ever blessed and all-blameless, and 

the Mother of our God. More honourable than the cherubim and more glorious beyond compare 

than the seraphim, thou who without corruption bearest God the Word and art truly Theotokos: 

We magnify thee. 

READING(S)  

THE SUNDAY BEFORE THE NATIVITY OF OUR SAVIOUR 

On the Sunday that occurs on or immediately after the eighteenth of this month, we celebrate 

all those who from ages past have been well-pleasing to God, beginning from Adam even unto 

Joseph the Betrothed of the Most Holy Theotokos, according to genealogy, as the Evangelist 

Luke hath recorded historically (Luke 3:23-38); we also commemorate the Prophets and Proph-

etesses, and especially the Prophet Daniel and the Holy Three Children. [From tyoos.org] 

 

* * * 

NOTE: In Greek & Antiochian usage, the commemorations of the two major Saints shown in 

this section are transferred to the day before. The readings below are included for the edification 

of the faithful. 

* * * 

THE HOLY HIEROMARTYR IGNATIUS THE GOD-BEARER, BISHOP OF ANTIOCH 

The Hieromartyr Ignatius the God-Bearer, was a disciple of the holy Apostle and Evangelist 

John the Theologian, as was also Saint Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna (February 23). Saint Igna-

tius was the second bishop of Antioch, and successor to Bishop Euodius, Apostle of the Seventy 

(September 7).  

Tradition suggests that when Saint Ignatius was a little boy, the Savior hugged him and said: 

“Unless you turn and become as little children, you shall not enter into the Kingdom of Heaven” 

(Mt. 18:3). The saint was called “God-Bearer” (Theophoros), because he bore God in his heart 

and prayed unceasingly to Him. He also had this name because he was held in the arms of 

Christ, the incarnate Son of God.  
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Saint Ignatius was a disciple of the Apostle John the Theologian, together with Saint Polycarp 

of Smyrna. As Bishop of Antioch, Saint Ignatius was zealous and spared no effort to build up 

the church of Christ. To him is attributed the practice of antiphonal singing (by two choirs) 

during church services. He had seen a vision of the angels in heaven alternately singing praises 

to God, and divided his church choir to follow this example. In the time of persecution he was 

a source of strength to the souls of his flock, and was eager to suffer for Christ.  

In the year 106 the emperor Trajan (98-117), after his victory over the Scythians, ordered 

everyone to give thanks to the pagan gods, and to put to death any Christians who refused to 

worship the idols. In the year 107, Trajan happened to pass through Antioch. Here they told 

him that Bishop Ignatius openly confessed Christ, and taught people to scorn riches, to lead a 

virtuous life, and preserve their virginity. Saint Ignatius came voluntarily before the emperor, 

so as to avert persecution of the Christians in Antioch. Saint Ignatius rejected the persistent 

requests of the emperor Trajan to sacrifice to the idols. The emperor then decided to send him 

to Rome to be thrown to the wild beasts. Saint Ignatius joyfully accepted the sentence imposed 

upon him. His readiness for martyrdom was attested to by eyewitnesses, who accompanied 

Saint Ignatius from Antioch to Rome.  

On the way to Rome, the ship sailed from Seleucia stopped at Smyrna, where Saint Ignatius 

met with his friend Bishop Polycarp. Clergy and believers from other cities and towns thronged 

to see Saint Ignatius. He exhorted everyone not to fear death and not to grieve for him. In his 

Epistle to the Roman Christians, he asked them to assist him with their prayers, and to pray that 

God would strengthen him in his impending martyrdom for Christ: “I seek Him Who died for 

us; I desire Him Who rose for our salvation... In me, desire has been nailed to the cross, and no 

flame of material longing is left. Only the living water speaks within me, saying, ‘Hasten to the 

Father.’”  

From Smyrna, Saint Ignatius went to Troas. Here he heard the happy news of the end of the 

persecution against Christians in Antioch. From Troas, Saint Ignatius sailed to Neapolis (in 

Macedonia) and then to Philippi.  

On the way to Rome Saint Ignatius visited several churches, teaching and guiding the Chris-

tians there. He also wrote seven epistles: to the churches of Ephesus, Magnesia, Tralles, Rome, 

Philadelphia, and Smyrna. He also addressed a letter to Saint Polycarp, who mentions a collec-

tion of the letters of Saint Ignatius in his letter to the Philippians (Ch. 13). Saint Irenaeus of 

Lyons quotes from Saint Ignatius’s letter to the Romans (AGAINST HERESIES 5:28:4). All 

these letters have survived to the present day.  

The Roman Christians met Saint Ignatius with great joy and profound sorrow. Some of them 

hoped to prevent his execution, but Saint Ignatius implored them not to do this. Kneeling down, 

he prayed together with the believers for the Church, for love between the brethren, and for an 

end to the persecution against Christians.  

On December 20, the day of a pagan festival, they led Saint Ignatius into the arena, and he 

turned to the people: “Men of Rome, you know that I am sentenced to death, not because of 

any crime, but because of my love for God, by Whose love I am embraced. I long to be with 

Him, and offer myself to him as a pure loaf, made of fine wheat ground fine by the teeth of wild 

beasts.”  

After this the lions were released and tore him to pieces, leaving only his heart and a few 

bones. Tradition says that on his way to execution, Saint Ignatius unceasingly repeated the name 

of Jesus Christ. When they asked him why he was doing this, Saint Ignatius answered that this 
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Name was written in his heart, and that he confessed with his lips Him Whom he always carried 

within. When the saint was devoured by the lions, his heart was not touched. When they cut 

open the heart, the pagans saw an inscription in gold letters: “Jesus Christ.” After his execution 

Saint Ignatius appeared to many of the faithful in their sleep to comfort them, and some saw 

him at prayer for the city of Rome.  

Hearing of the saint’s great courage, Trajan thought well of him and stopped the persecution 

against the Christians. The relics of Saint Ignatius were transferred to Antioch (January 29), 

and on February 1, 637 were returned to Rome and placed in the church of San Clemente. [From 

oca.org] 

* * * 

THE REPOSE OF OUR RIGHTEOUS FATHER JOHN THE WONDERWORKER,  

ARCHPRIEST OF KRONSTADT  

Saint John of Kronstadt was born in the village of Sura in Archangel province on October 19, 

1829, and was called John in honor of Saint John of Rila (August 18). His parents were very 

poor but were very devoted to the Church. Even though he was poor, as a young boy John 

learned to feel compassion for others in their misfortune. His neighbors frequently asked him 

to pray for them, as they noticed this special grace-endowed gift in him. When John was ten, 

his parents were able to raise some money and send him to the local school which was attached 

to the church. At first, the boy had an extremely difficult time with his studies. He worked for 

days on end, but still failed to keep up.  

Writing about his life he once recalled an evening when everyone had already gone to bed. “I 

could not sleep, and I still failed to understand anything I was taught. I still read poorly and 

could not remember anything I was told. I became so depressed I fell to my knees and began to 

pray. I don’t know whether I had spent a long time in that position or not, but suddenly some-

thing shook my whole being. It was as if a veil had fallen from my eyes, and my mind had been 

opened, and I remembered clearly my teacher of that day and his lesson. I also recalled the topic 

and the examples he had given. I felt so light and joyous inside.” After this experience he did 

so well he became one of the first in his class to be chosen to go to seminary, and after seminary 

to the Theological Academy in Saint Petersburg (a great honor at that time). 

Throughout his studies, John thought about the importance of forgiveness, meekness, and 

love, and came to believe that these were the very center and power of Christianity, and that 

only one path—the path of humble love—leads to God and the triumph of His righteousness. 

He also thought a great deal about the Savior’s death on the Cross at Golgotha, and pitied those 

who did not know Jesus Christ. He wished to preach to them about His death and Resurrection. 

He dreamed about becoming a missionary to distant China, but saw that there was a great deal 

of work for a genuine pastor of Christ’s flock both in his own city and the surrounding towns. 

When John graduated from the Academy he met Elizabeth Nesvitsky who lived in the town 

of Kronstadt. They dated, he proposed, and they were married. After his studies, John still de-

sired to learn more about his faith and his Church.  

It was in this frame of mind that he prepared to be a priest and to enter public ministry. He 

was ordained a deacon on December 10, 1855, and then priest on December 12. He was as-

signed to Saint Andrew’s Cathedral in the city of Kronstadt. He said, “I made myself a rule to 

be as sincere as possible in my work, and of strictly watching myself and my inner life.” 

Father John wanted most of all to earn the love of the people in his care, because only a loving 

attitude could provide the firm support and help he needed as he faced the difficult work of the 
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priesthood. His constant thought was how he would come before the Last Judgment and have 

to give an account, not only for his own deeds, but also the deeds of his flock, for whose edu-

cation and salvation he was responsible. To him no one was a stranger; everyone who came to 

him for help became a friend and relative. He would tell people “The Church is the best heav-

enly friend of every sincere Christian.” He conducted divine services daily and offered the 

prayers of the faithful. He called all who rarely receive Holy Communion to prepare themselves 

and live their lives in a Christian way so that they could receive more often. Listening to Father 

John, many people changed their lifestyle, repented sincerely, and joyfully received Holy Com-

munion on a regular basis. 

At that time the government exiled murderers, thieves and other criminals to Kronstadt. Life 

was horrible for the exiles. Even children of exiles would become thieves and criminals. He 

would go to their dugouts, hovels and shacks to visit with them. Not satisfied with staying for 

five or ten minutes to administer some rite and then leave, Father John believed he was coming 

to visit a priceless soul, his brothers and sisters. He would stay for hours, talking, encouraging, 

comforting, crying, and rejoicing together with them. 

From the beginning he also concerned himself with the material needs of the poor. He would 

shop for food, go to the pharmacy for prescriptions, to the doctor for help, many times giving 

the poor his last few coins. The inhabitants of Kronstadt would see him returning home barefoot 

and without his cassock. Often parishioners would bring shoes to his wife, saying to her, “Your 

husband has given away his shoes to someone, and will come home barefoot.” He would also 

write articles for the newspaper exhorting the people of Kronstadt to “support the poor morally 

and materially.” These appeals touched the hearts of many and Father John organized many 

charitable efforts. Realizing that his individual charity was insufficient for aiding the needy, he 

founded the Orthodox Christian House Parish Trusteeship of Saint Andrew the First-Called. 

This brotherhood coordinated many charitable efforts throughout the city and helped many 

needy people.  

In 1857, he began teaching in the local city schools. He would tell people, “If children cannot 

listen to the Gospel, it is only because it is taught like any other subject, with boredom and 

indifference. Such teaching defeats the purpose of the Gospel. It fails because it forces students 

only to read words and memorize them instead of making them live in their lives.” To Father 

John there were no incapable students. He taught in such a way that poor pupils as well as good 

ones were able to understand. His attention was aimed not so much at forcing students to mem-

orize as to fill their souls with the joy of living according to Christian values, sharing with them 

the holy thoughts which filled his soul. 

When speaking to other priests about their vocation he would say, “You are a representative 

of the faith of the Church, O priest; you are a representative of Christ the Lord Himself. You 

should be a model of meekness, purity, courage, perseverance, patience, and lofty spirit. You 

are doing the work of God and must not let anything discourage you.”  

Saint John has performed more miracles than almost any other saint, with the possible excep-

tion of Saint Nicholas. Through his prayers he healed the sick, gave hope to the hopeless, and 

brought sinners to repentance. 

Father John labored endlessly in his work for the Lord preaching, teaching, and helping those 

in need. Having spent his entire life serving God and His people, Father John fell ill and died 

on December 20, 1908. Almost immediately, people from near and far began to make pilgrim-

ages to the monastery where he was buried. Even today millions of Orthodox Christians in 
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Russia and around the world pray to him to intercede for them as he had always done from his 

childhood. 

Saint John was glorified by the Russian Orthodox Church on June 8, 1990. [From oca.org] 

 

* * * 

THE HOLY NEW MARTYR JOHN THE TAILOR OF THASOS  

The New Martyr John of Thasos was from the village of Marias on the island of Thasos. In his 

youth he was brought to Constantinople and apprenticed to a tailor. One day he was seized by the 

Turks and accused of insulting the Moslem religion. They tried to force him to accept Islam, but 

he would not agree to renounce the Christian Faith, for which he was beheaded at the age of 

eighteen in the year 1652. [From oca.org] 

* * * 

OUR FATHER AMONG THE SAINTS DANIEL II, ARCHBISHOP OF SERBIA  

Saint Daniel of Serbia, the only son of rich and renowned parents, was a close associate of the 

Serbian king Stephan Urosh Milutin. Having renounced a secular career, he received monastic 

tonsure from the igumen of the Saint Nicholas monastery at Konchul near the River Ibar. Saint 

Daniel’s ascetic life was an example for all the brethren.  

Archbishop Eustathius of Serbia ordained him presbyter and took him into his cell. When it was 

time to choose the igumen for the Hilandar monastery on Mount Athos, Saint Daniel received the 

appointment. The saint was igumen at a most difficult time for the Holy Mountain. After the 

Crusaders were expelled from Palestine, they joined with the Arabs to plunder and loot the Athon-

ite monasteries, “not sparing anything sacred.”  

Saint Daniel remained at the Hilandar monastery, enduring siege and hunger. When peace came 

to the Holy Mountain, the saint resigned as igumen and withdrew into complete silence in the cell 

of Saint Sava of Serbia (at Karyes). During the internecine war of Kings Milutin and Dragutin 

and Stephen of Dechani (November 11), the ascetic was summoned to Serbia, where he recon-

ciled the adversaries.  

In his native land Daniel was made Bishop of Banja and head of the renowned monastery of 

Saint Stephen, a royal treasury. After completing the construction of a cathedral church at Banja 

in honor of the holy Protomartyr and Archdeacon Stephen, Saint Daniel returned to his monastic 

labors on the Holy Mountain.  

The saint was summoned from Athos again in 1325, when he was elected Archbishop of Serbia. 

He was consecrated on the Feast of the Elevation of the Cross of the Lord. The Protos [“head”] 

of the Holy Mountain, Garbasios, and other Athonite Elders took part in the solemnities.  

Archbishop Daniel was a model of piety, and a wise archpastor. His tenure as archbishop was 

marked by complete non-covetousness, concern and toil for the needs of the Church and the flock, 

and the building of churches. In 1335 the saint built a church at Dechani in honor of the Ascension 

of the Lord, one of the finest Christian monuments in Serbia. He collected accounts about the 

Serbian past, and compiled the “Rodoslov” [Account about the homeland], writing about the lives 

of Serbian rulers and Serbian archpastors.  

Even during his lifetime Saint Daniel was granted the gift of wonderworking and healing. After 

fourteen years as archbishop, Saint Daniel departed to the Lord on December 19, 1338. [From 

oca.org] 
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THE LITTLE DISMISSAL 

The Leader bows toward the icon of Christ on the iconostasis, saying: 

Leader: Glory to thee, O Christ our God and our Hope, glory to thee. 

All: Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever, and unto ages 

of ages. Amen. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. O Lord, bless. 

Leader: O Thou Who rose again from the dead, Christ our true God, through the intercessions of 

his all-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother; of the Holy Myrrh-Bearer and Equal to the 

Apostles Mary Magdalene, protector of this community; of all those who of old have been well-

pleasing to God, from Adam down to Joseph the Betrothed, of the prophets and prophetesses, 

especially of Daniel the prophet and the three holy youths; of the New-martyr John the tailor of 

Thasos; and Daniel II, archbishop of Serbia, whose memory we celebrate today, and of all the 

saints: have mercy on us, and save us, for Thou art good and lovest mankind. 
 

Then, facing the icon of Christ, on the iconostasis, the Leader says: 

Leader: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy on us, 

and save us.  

All: Amen. 


