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READER’S TYPIKA ON SUNDAY, JANUARY 24, 2021
(33 Sunday after Pentecost & 4th – out of 5 – Sunday before the Beginning of the Triodion1)
rd

The Blessed Xenia of St. Petersburg, Fool-for-Christ
Leader: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy on us,
and save us.
Reader: Amen.
THE TRISAGION PRAYERS
People: Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have mercy on us. (Thrice)
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of
ages. Amen
All-holy Trinity, have mercy on us. Lord, cleanse us from our sins. Master, pardon our iniquities. Holy One, visit and heal our infirmities for thy Name’s sake.
Lord, have mercy. (Thrice)
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of
ages. Amen
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done on
earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil
one.
Leader: O Lord, Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on us.
All: Amen.
Reader: Lord, have mercy. (12 times)
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of
ages. Amen.
O come, let us worship and fall down before God our King.
O come, let us worship and fall down before Christ, our King and our God.
O come, let us worship and fall down before the Very Christ, our King and our God.
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From the leave-taking of Theophany, up until the beginning of the Triodion, the gospels and epistles are read in reverse
order, in such a way that on the Sunday of the Publican and Pharisee we read the epistle corresponding to the 33rd Sunday
after Pentecost, coupled with the gospel for the 16th Sunday of Luke. The lectionary for this period, which varies from year
to year, depends on the number of Sundays and whether there are high rank commemorations on these days. In 2021 there
are 5 Sundays, so the appointed readings are as follows:
• on 1st Sunday we read the Apostolos for the Saint (ordinarily, we would read the Apostolos for 29th Sunday after Pentecost), coupled with the Gospel for the 12th Sunday of Luke (“Ten Lepers”);
• on 2nd Sunday (today) we read the Apostolos for 31st Sunday after Pentecost, coupled with the Gospel for the 14th Sunday
of Luke;
• on 3rd Sunday we read the Apostolos for 32nd Sunday after Pentecost, coupled with the Gospel for the 15th Sunday of
Luke (“Zachaeus”);
• on 4th Sunday we read Apostolos for 16th Sunday after Pentecost, coupled with the Gospel for the 16th Sunday of Matthew
• on 5th (& last) Sunday we read the Apostolos for 17th Sunday after Pentecost), coupled with the Gospel for the 17th
Sunday of Matthew (“Caananite Woman”).
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THE FIRST ANTIPHON: PSALM 102
Reader: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me bless His holy name. Bless the Lord,
O my soul, and forget not all that He hath done for thee, Who is gracious unto all thine iniquities,
Who healeth all thine infirmities, Who redeemeth thy life from corruption, Who crowneth thee
with mercy and compassion, Who fulfilleth thy desire with good things; thy youth shall be renewed as the eagle's. The Lord performeth deeds of mercy, and executeth judgement for all them
that are wronged. He hath made His ways known unto Moses, unto the sons of Israel the things
that He hath willed. Compassionate and merciful is the Lord, long-suffering and plenteous in
mercy; not unto the end will He be angered, neither unto eternity will He be wroth. Not according
to our iniquities hath He dealt with us, neither according to our sins hath He rewarded us. For
according to the height of heaven from the earth, the Lord hath made His mercy to prevail over
them that fear Him. As far as the east is from the west, so far hath He removed our iniquities from
us. Like as a father hath compassion upon his sons, so hath the Lord had compassion upon them
that fear Him; for He knoweth whereof we are made, He hath remembered that we are dust. As
for man, his days are as the grass; as a flower of the field, so shall he blossom forth. For when the
wind is passed over it, then it shall be gone, and no longer will it know the place thereof. But the
mercy of the Lord is from eternity, even unto eternity, upon them that fear Him. And His righteousness is upon sons of sons, upon them that keep His testament and remember His commandments to do them. The Lord in heaven hath prepared His throne, and His kingdom ruleth over all.
Bless the Lord, all ye His angels, mighty in strength, that perform His word, to hear the voice of
His words. Bless the Lord, all ye His hosts, His ministers that do His will. Bless the Lord, all ye
His works, in every place of His dominion.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of
ages. Amen.
And again: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me bless His holy Name; blessed
art Thou, O Lord.
THE SECOND ANTIPHON: PSALM 145
Reader: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.
Praise the Lord, O my soul. I will praise the Lord in my life, I will chant unto my God for as long
as I have my be-ing. Trust ye not in princes, in the sons of men, in whom there is no salvation.
His spirit shall go forth, and he shall return unto his earth. In that day all his thoughts shall perish.
Blessed is he of whom the God of Jacob is his help, whose hope is in the Lord his God, Who hath
made heaven and the earth, the sea and all that is therein, Who keepeth truth unto eternity, Who
executeth judgement for the wronged, Who giveth food unto the hungry. The Lord looseth the
fettered; the Lord maketh wise the blind; the Lord setteth aright the fallen; the Lord loveth the
righteous; the Lord preserveth the proselytes. He shall adopt for His own the orphan and widow,
and the way of sinners shall He destroy. The Lord shall be king unto eternity; thy God, O Sion,
unto generation and generation.
Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.
THE HYMN OF JUSTINIAN
Choir: Only-begotten Son and Word of God, who art im-mortal, who for our salvation willed to
be incarnate of the Holy Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary, and without change became man; and
wast crucified, O Christ our God, and trampled down death by death; who art one of the Holy
Trinity, glorified together with the Father and the Holy Spirit: save us.
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THE BEATITUDES IN TONE EIGHT
In Thy kingdom remember us, O Lord, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom.
• Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
• Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be comforted.
For the Resurrection in Tone Eight
Verse 10: Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.
Remember us, O Christ Saviour of the world, as Thou hast remembered the thief upon the Rood.
And make us all worthy of Thy heavenly Kingdom, O Thou Who alone art compassionate.
Verse 9: Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled.
Hearken, O Adam, and rejoice with Eve for he who formerly stripped you both and took you
captive through beguilement, is laid low by the Cross of Christ.
Verse 8: Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.
Our Saviour, having been nailed of Thine own will upon the Tree Thou hast destroyed the curse
of the tree that lay on Adam and as Thou art compassionate, Thou hast given those in Thine image
a dwelling-place in Paradise.
Verse 7: Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.
Today Christ is risen from the tomb giving all the faithful incorruption and He gives back joy to
the women bearing myrrh -- after the Passion the Resurrection!
Verse 6: Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the sons of God.
Rejoice O ye wise women bearing myrrh, first to see the Resurrection of Christ, and who announced to the Apostles the good tiding thereof that is the restoration of the whole world.
Verse 5: Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom
of heaven.
Ye Apostles appearing as friends of Christ having the same throne as His in glory, intercede as
His disciples for us to stand before Him with boldness.
For St. Xenia of St. Petersburg 2 in Tone Four
Verse 4: Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner
of evil against you falsely, for my sake.
Enduring with fortitude and patience thy yoke-fellow's dire and sudden death, * O Xenia, thou
wast pierced in heart * with longing for the Crucified, * Who took our whole infirmity upon
Himself in His love for man.
Verse 3: Rejoice, and be exceeding glad, for great is your reward in the heavens.
The loss that misfortune brought upon thee didst thou make complete of thine own will, * abandoning all earthly care, * thy riches, kinsmen, friends, and home,* to gain the pearl of greatest
price, the saving love of the Trinity.
Verse 2: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.
A mother to multitudes of sick folk, the comfort and riches of the poor, * the guide that showed
the way in life, * the cure when every hope was lost, * hast thou, O Xenia, been to all that called
upon thee with faith unfeigned.
Verse 1: Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.
I earnestly beg of thee, O Virgin, smite down them that tyrannize my heart * through cunning
snares they lay each day * and long-established habits of sin; * but since thou hast almighty
strength, quickly deliver my captive soul.
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These troparia are from 3rd Ode of the Matins canon (cf. St. Sabbas Typikon).
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THE SUNDAY EISODIKON
Verse: O come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.
Choir: Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead; who sing to Thee. Alleluia, Alleluia,
Alleluia.
Apolytikia:
RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE EIGHT
From the heights Thou didst descend, O compassionate One, and Thou didst submit to the threeday burial, that Thou might deliver us from passion; Thou art our life and our Resurrection, O
Lord, glory to Thee.
APOLYTIKION OF ST. XENIA OF ST. PETERSBURG IN TONE EIGHT
In thee, O wandering stranger, Christ the Lord hath given us an ardent intercessor for our kind.
For having received in thy life sufferings and grief and served God and men with love, thou didst
acquire great boldness. Wherefore, we fervently hasten to thee in temptations and grief, crying
out from the depths of our hearts: Put not our hope to shame, O Blessed Xenia.
APOLYTIKION OF ST. MARY MAGDALENE IN TONE ONE
(**The soldiers standing guard**)
When Christ God had been born for our sakes from the Virgin, thou faith-fully didst follow Him,
keeping His statutes and heeding His sacred laws, O august Mary Magdalene. Hence, as we today
observe thy holy remembrance, we receive the loosing of our sins and transgressions through thy
holy prayer(s) for us.
THE TRISAGION HYMN
Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal have mercy on us. (thrice)
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever, and unto the ages
of ages. Amen.
Holy Immortal have mercy on us.
Holy God, Holy mighty, Holy Immortal have mercy on us.
THE APOSTOLOS & THE GOSPEL
PROKEIMENON IN TONE 8
Make your vows and pay them to the Lord our God. (Ps.75:10a) {twice}
Verse: In Judea is God known, His name is great in Israel. (Ps.75:1)
Make your vows and pay them to the Lord our God.
SUNDAY APOSTOLOS (31ST SUNDAY):
Reader: The reading is from the First Epistle of St. Paul to Timothy §280a (1:15-17).
Timothy, my son, the saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into
the world to save sinners. And I am the foremost of sinners; but I received mercy for this reason,
that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display His perfect patience for an example to
those who were to believe in Him for eternal life. To the King of Ages, immortal, invisible, the
only God, be honor and glory to the ages of ages. Amen.
ALLELUIA, IN TONE 8
Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.
Verse 1: Come let us rejoice in the Lord, let us shout with jubilation unto God our Saviour. (Ps.94:1)
Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.
Verse 2: Let us come before His countenance with thanksgiving, and with psalms let us shout in
jubilation unto Him. (Ps.94:2)
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Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.
SUNDAY GOSPEL (14TH SUNDAY OF LUKE):
Reader: The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke §93 (18:35-43).
Choir: Glory the Thee O Lord, Glory to Thee.
Reader: At that time, as Jesus drew near to Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside
begging; and hearing a multitude going by, he inquired what this meant. They told him, “Jesus of
Nazareth is passing by.” And he cried, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” And those who
were in front rebuked him, telling him to be silent; but he cried out all the more, “Son of David,
have mercy on me!” And Jesus stopped, and commanded him to be brought to Him; and when he
came near, Jesus asked him, “What do you want me to do for you?” He said, “Lord, let me receive
my sight.” And Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight; your faith has made you well.” And immediately he received his sight and followed Him, glorifying God; and all the people, when they
saw it, gave praise to God.
Choir: Glory the Thee O Lord, Glory to Thee.
Then we sing the following, in tone 6
Choir: Remember us, O Lord, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom.
• Remember us, O Master, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom.
• Remember us, O Holy One, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom.
The heavenly choir praiseth Thee and saith: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth; heaven and earth
are full of Thy glory.
Verse: Come unto Him, and be enlightened and your faces shall not be ashamed.
The heavenly choir praiseth Thee and saith: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth; heaven and earth
are full of Thy glory.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.
The choir of Holy angels and archangels, with all the heavenly hosts praiseth Thee and saith:
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth; heaven and earth are full of Thy glory.
Both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.
THE SYMBOL OF FAITH
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible
and invisible;
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Only-begotten, Begotten of the Father before
all worlds, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, Begotten, not made; of one essence with the
Father, by whom all things were made: Who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven, and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and was made man; And was
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate, and suffered and was buried; And the third day He rose
again, according to the Scriptures; And ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of the
Father; And He shall come again with glory to judge the living and the dead, Whose kingdom
shall have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life, Who proceedeth from the Father,
Who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified, Who spake by the Prophets;
And I believe in One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the
remission of sins. I look for the Resurrection of the dead, And the Life of the world to come.
Amen.
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Leader: Remit, pardon, forgive, O God, our offenses, both voluntary and involuntary, in deed and
word, in knowledge and ignorance, by day and by night, in mind and thought; forgive us all
things, for Thou art good and the Lover of mankind.
All: Amen
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done on
earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil
one.
Leader: O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on us.
All: Amen.
Kontakia:
KONTAKION OF THE RESURRECTION IN TONE EIGHT
(**As first-fruits of our nature**)
Arising from the tomb, O mighty Saviour, Thou didst rouse the dead; * Thou didst raise Adam;
while Eve danceth for joy at Thy blest Resurrection, O Lord. * And the world’s farthest regions
* keep the festival on Thine arising from the dead * with gladness and thanksgiving, O Thou Who
art greatly merciful.
KONTAKION OF ST. XENIA OF ST. PETERSBURG IN TONE THREE
Having been as a wandering stranger on earth, sighing for the Heavenly homeland, thou wast
known as a fool by the senseless and unbelieving, but as most wise and holy by the faithful, and
wast crowned by God with glory and honor, O Xenia, manly-minded and divinely wise. Wherefore, we cry to thee: Rejoice, for after earthly wandering thou hast come to dwell in the Father's
house.
KONTAKION OF THE PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN TONE ONE
Thou, O Christ God, Who by Thy Birth, didst sanctify the Virgin’s womb, and, as is meet, didst
bless Simeon’s arms, and didst also come to save us; preserve Thy fold in wars, and confirm them
whom Thou didst love, for Thou alone art the Lover of mankind.
Leader: Lord, have mercy. (12 times)
O All-Holy Trinity, the consubstantial dominion, the indivisible Kingdom, and cause of every
Good: Show Thy good will even unto me a sinner; make steadfast my heart and grant it understanding, and take away mine every defilement; enlighten my mind that I may glorify, hymn,
worship, and say:
Choir: One is Holy, One is Lord, Jesus Christ, to the Glory of God the Father. Amen.
PSALM 33
Reader: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto
ages of ages. Amen
I will bless the Lord at all times, His praise shall continually be in my mouth. In the Lord shall
my soul be praised; let the meek hear and be glad. O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt
His name together. I sought the Lord, and He heard me, and delivered me from all my tribulations.
Come unto Him, and be enlightened, and your faces shall not be ashamed. This poor man cried,
and the Lord heard him, and saved him out of all his tribulations. The angel of the Lord will
encamp round about them that fear Him, and will deliver them. O taste and see that the Lord is
good; blessed is the man that hopeth in Him. O fear the Lord, all ye His saints; for there is no
want to them that fear Him. Rich men have turned poor and gone hungry; but they that seek the
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Lord shall not be deprived of any good thing. Come ye children, hearken unto me; I will teach
you the fear of the Lord. What man is there that desireth life, who loveth to see good days? Keep
thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking guile. Turn away from evil, and do good; seek
peace, and pursue it. The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and His ears are opened unto
their supplication. The face of the Lord is against them that do evil, utterly to destroy the remembrance of them from the earth. The righteous cried, and the Lord heard them, and He delivered
them out of all their tribulations. The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a contrite heart, and He
will save the humble of spirit. Many are the tribulations of the righteous, and the Lord shall deliver
them out of them all. The Lord keepeth all their bones, not one of them shall be broken. The death
of sinners is evil, and they that hate the righteous shall do wrong. The Lord will redeem the souls
of His servants, and none of them will do wrong that hope in Him.
THE HYMN TO THE THEOTOKOS
It is truly meet and right to bless thee, O Theotokos, who art ever blessed and all-blameless, and
the Mother of our God. More honourable than the cherubim and more glorious beyond compare
than the seraphim, thou who without corruption bearest God the Word and art truly Theotokos:
We magnify thee.
READING(S)
THE BLESSED XENIA OF ST. PETERSBURG, FOOL-FOR-CHRIST
Our righteous Mother Xenia of Petersburg was born about the year 1730. She was married to a
Colonel named Andrew; when she was twenty-six years old, her husband died suddenly, having
been drinking with his friends. Left a childless widow, Xenia gave away all that she had, and
vanished from Saint Petersburg for eight years; it is believed that she spent this time in a hermitage, learning the spiritual life. When she returned to Saint Petersburg, she wore her husband's
military clothing, and would answer only to the name Andrew, that is, the name of her late husband. She took up the life of a homeless wanderer, and was abused by many as insane; she bore
this with great patience, crucifying the carnal mind through the mockery she endured, and praying
for her husband's soul. She was given great gifts of prayer and prophecy, and often foretold things
to come; in 1796 she foretold the death of Empress Catherine II. Having lived forty-five years
after her husband's death, she reposed in peace at the age of seventy-one, about the year 1800.
Her grave became such a source of miracles, and so many came to take soil from it as a blessing,
that it was often necessary to replace the soil; when a stone slab was placed over her grave, this
too disappeared over time, piece by piece. Saint Xenia is especially invoked for help in finding
employment, lodging, or a spouse. [From tyoos.org]
***
OUR VENERABLE MOTHER XENIA THE MERCIFUL OF ROME
Our righteous Mother Xenia of Rome was of a distinguished family. While her parents were
preparing to wed her, she stole away secretly, taking two handmaids with her, and departed for
Mylasa of Karia in Asia Minor, and there she completed her life in asceticism. She was ordained
deaconess by Paul, her spiritual father, who became Bishop of Mylasa. Although she was originally named Eusebia, to conceal her identity, she took the name Xenia - which means "stranger"
in Greek - because of her estrangement from her country. [From tyoos.org]
***
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THE HOLY HIEROMARTYR BABYLAS OF SICILY, AND HIS TWO DISCIPLES TIMOTHY AND AGAPIUS
The Holy Martyrs Babylas of Sicily and his two disciples Timothy and Agapius lived during
the third century on the outskirts of Rome. Saint Babylas was born in the city of Reupolium into
a rich family, and he was raised by his parents in the Christian Faith.
While still in his youth he abandoned the world, secretly going from the house of his parents to
a mountain, where he spent all his time in fasting, prayer and silence. His two disciples, Timothy
and Agapius, labored with him. Fleeing a persecution by the pagans, he went with his disciples
to the island of Sicily, where they converted many unbelievers to Christ.
The governor of the island, angered by the missionary activity of Saint Babylas, ordered that he
and his disciples be arrested, and he also had them tortured. The saints patiently endured their
sufferings, and all three died by the sword. Their bodies were thrown into a fire, but the flames
did not harm the warriors of Christ. They were buried on the island of Sicily by local Christians.
[From oca.org]
***
SAINT PHILOTHEOS, BUILDER OF PHILOTHEOU MONASTERY (+ 10TH CENT.)
Venerable Philotheos was a disciple of Saint Athanasios the Athonite, and went on to establish
what became known as Philotheou Monastery in 992. According to historical sources, the original
name of the monastery was the Little Monastery of Fteris which was located in the region of
Kravvatos, where today stands the Chapel of the Prophet Elias. The monastery was moved to its
current location in the 11th century without any differences in the buildings and the architecture
from the initial building. The katholikon of the monastery is dedicated to the Annunciation of the
Theotokos and there are many murals from 1752. It is located on the east side of the Athonite
peninsula, very close to the Monastery of Karakalou, and is the 12th monastery in the hierarchy
of Athos’ monasteries.
Though Saint Philotheos is not in any general synaxaria of the Church, he is commemorated
within Philotheou Monastery on January 24th together with all the Saints of Philotheou Monastery
throughout the ages, which include: Dionysios the Builder (+ 1388, June 25), Theodosios of Trebizond (+ 1391, January 10), Dionysios of Olympus (+ 1541, January 23), Venerable Martyr Damianos the New (+ 1568, February 14), Symeon the Single-Tunicked and Barefooted (+ 1594, April
19), Dometios the Sign-bearer (+ 16th cent., August 7), and Hieromartyr Kosmas the Aitolos (+
1779, August 24). [From Mystagogy]
THE LITTLE DISMISSAL
The Leader bows toward the icon of Christ on the iconostasis, saying:
Leader: Glory to thee, O Christ our God and our Hope, glory to thee.
All: Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever, and unto ages
of ages. Amen. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. O Lord, bless.
Leader: O Thou Who rose again from the dead, Christ our true God, through the intercessions of
his all-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother; of our venerable and God-bearing fathers; of
the Holy Myrrh-Bearer and Equal to the Apostles Mary Magdalene, protector of this community;
of the Blessed Xenia of St. Petersburg, the fool-for-Christ; of our Righteous Mother Xenia the
merciful of Rome; Hieromartyr Babylas of Sicily; and Venerable Philotheos, founder of Philotheou monastery on Athos, whose memory we celebrate today, and of all the saints: have mercy
on us, and save us, for Thou art good and lovest mankind.
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Then, facing the icon of Christ, on the iconostasis, the Leader says:
Leader: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy on us,
and save us.
All: Amen.
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