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READER’S TYPIKA ON SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2021 

(35th Sunday after Pentecost & 2nd – out of 5 – Sunday before the Beginning of the Triodion1) 

The After-feast of the Presentation (Meeting) of Christ 

 
Leader: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy on us, 

and save us. 

Reader: Amen.  

THE TRISAGION PRAYERS 

People: Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have mercy on us. (Thrice) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages.  Amen 

All-holy Trinity, have mercy on us. Lord, cleanse us from our sins. Master, pardon our iniqui-

ties. Holy One, visit and heal our infirmities for thy Name’s sake. 

Lord, have mercy.  (Thrice) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages.  Amen 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done on 

earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil 

one. 

Leader:  O Lord, Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on us.  

All: Amen. 

Reader: Lord, have mercy.  (12 times) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages.  Amen. 

O come, let us worship and fall down before God our King. 

O come, let us worship and fall down before Christ, our King and our God. 

O come, let us worship and fall down before the Very Christ, our King and our God. 

 

  

 
1 From the leave-taking of Theophany, up until the beginning of the Triodion, the gospels and epistles are read in reverse order, in such 

a way that on the Sunday of the Publican and Pharisee we read the epistle corresponding to the 33rd Sunday after Pentecost, coupled 

with the gospel for the 16th Sunday of Luke. The lectionary for this period, which varies from year to year, depends on the number of 

Sundays and whether there are high rank commemorations on these days. In 2021 there are 5 Sundays, so the appointed readings are as 

follows: 

• on 1st Sunday we read the Apostolos for the Saint (ordinarily, we would read the Apostolos for 29th Sunday after Pentecost), coupled 

with the Gospel for the 12th  Sunday of Luke (“Ten Lepers”);  

• on 2nd Sunday we read the Apostolos for 31st Sunday after Pentecost, coupled with the Gospel for the 14th Sunday of Luke;  

• on 3rd Sunday we read the Apostolos for 32nd Sunday after Pentecost, coupled with the Gospel for the 15th  Sunday of Luke (“Zach-

aeus”);  

• on 4th Sunday (today) we read Apostolos for 16th Sunday after Pentecost, coupled with the Gospel for the 16th Sunday of Matthew 

• on 5th (& last) Sunday we read the Apostolos for 17th Sunday after Pentecost), coupled with the Gospel for the 17th  Sunday of 

Matthew (“Caananite Woman”). 
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THE FIRST ANTIPHON: PSALM 102 

Reader: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me bless His holy name. Bless the Lord, 

O my soul, and forget not all that He hath done for thee, Who is gracious unto all thine iniquities, 

Who healeth all thine infirmities, Who redeemeth thy life from corruption, Who crowneth thee 

with mercy and compassion, Who fulfilleth thy desire with good things; thy youth shall be re-

newed as the eagle's. The Lord performeth deeds of mercy, and executeth judgement for all them 

that are wronged. He hath made His ways known unto Moses, unto the sons of Israel the things 

that He hath willed. Compassionate and merciful is the Lord, long-suffering and plenteous in 

mercy; not unto the end will He be angered, neither unto eternity will He be wroth. Not according 

to our iniquities hath He dealt with us, neither according to our sins hath He rewarded us. For 

according to the height of heaven from the earth, the Lord hath made His mercy to prevail over 

them that fear Him. As far as the east is from the west, so far hath He removed our iniquities from 

us. Like as a father hath compassion upon his sons, so hath the Lord had compassion upon them 

that fear Him; for He knoweth whereof we are made, He hath remembered that we are dust. As 

for man, his days are as the grass; as a flower of the field, so shall he blossom forth. For when the 

wind is passed over it, then it shall be gone, and no longer will it know the place thereof. But the 

mercy of the Lord is from eternity, even unto eternity, upon them that fear Him. And His right-

eousness is upon sons of sons, upon them that keep His testament and remember His command-

ments to do them. The Lord in heaven hath prepared His throne, and His kingdom ruleth over all. 

Bless the Lord, all ye His angels, mighty in strength, that perform His word, to hear the voice of 

His words. Bless the Lord, all ye His hosts, His ministers that do His will. Bless the Lord, all ye 

His works, in every place of His dominion.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages.  Amen. 

And again: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me bless His holy Name; blessed 

art Thou, O Lord. 

THE SECOND ANTIPHON: PSALM 145 

Reader: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

Praise the Lord, O my soul. I will praise the Lord in my life, I will chant unto my God for as long 

as I have my be-ing. Trust ye not in princes, in the sons of men, in whom there is no salvation. 

His spirit shall go forth, and he shall return unto his earth. In that day all his thoughts shall perish. 

Blessed is he of whom the God of Jacob is his help, whose hope is in the Lord his God, Who hath 

made heaven and the earth, the sea and all that is therein, Who keepeth truth unto eternity, Who 

executeth judgement for the wronged, Who giveth food unto the hungry. The Lord looseth the 

fettered; the Lord maketh wise the blind; the Lord setteth aright the fallen; the Lord loveth the 

righteous; the Lord preserveth the proselytes. He shall adopt for His own the orphan and widow, 

and the way of sinners shall He destroy. The Lord shall be king unto eternity; thy God, O Sion, 

unto generation and generation.  

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

THE HYMN OF JUSTINIAN 

Choir: Only-begotten Son and Word of God, who art im-mortal, who for our salvation willed to 

be incarnate of the Holy Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary, and without change became man; and 

wast crucified, O Christ our God, and trampled down death by death; who art one of the Holy 

Trinity, glorified together with the Father and the Holy Spirit: save us. 



3 

 

THE BEATITUDES IN TONE TWO 

In Thy kingdom remember us, O Lord, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 

• Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

• Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be comforted. 

For the Resurrection in Tone Two 

Verse 10: Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 

We offer Thee the voice of the thief and cry aloud to Thee: Remember us, O Saviour in Thy 

Kingdom. 

Verse 9: Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled. 

We bring Thee the Cross for the forgiveness of offences. For us hast Thou accepted it, O Lover 

of mankind. 

Verse 8: Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. 

We venerate, O Master, Thy tomb and Thy rising, through which Thou hast delivered the world 

from corruption, O Lover of mankind. 

Verse 7: Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 

By Thy death, O Lord, death has been swallowed up, and by Thy Resurrection, Saviour, has the 

world been saved. 

Verse 6: Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the sons of God. 

Those sleeping in darkness have seen Thee, the Light, and they have risen out of the nethermost 

parts of hell, O Christ. 

Verse 5: Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom 

of heaven. 

Risen from the tomb Thou hast met the women bearing myrrh and told the disciples to proclaim 

Thy Rising. 

For the Presentation of Christ2 in Tone Three 

Verse 4: Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner 

of evil against you falsely, for my sake.  

I depart to declare the good tidings unto Adam languishing in Hades, and to bring to Eve the 

joyful report, cried Symeon, singing with the choir of the Prophets: Blessed is the God of our 

Fathers. 

Verse 3: Rejoice, and be exceeding glad, for great is your reward in the heavens.  

I depart to declare the good tidings unto Adam languishing in Hades, and to bring to Eve the 

joyful report, cried Symeon, singing with the choir of the Prophets: Blessed is the God of our 

Fathers. 

Verse 2: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

Even unto Hades will God descend, to deliver the race fashioned of clay. To all the captives will 

He grant release; to the blind, their sight; and to the dumb, to cry: Blessed is the God of our 

Fathers. 

Verse 1: Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 

A sword shall pierce through thy heart also, O uncorrupted Virgin, Symeon prophesied to the 

Theotokos, when thou seest on the Cross thy Son, to Whom we cry: Blessed is the God of our 

Fathers. 

 

 
2 These troparia are from 7th Ode of the Matins canon. 
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THE SUNDAY EISODIKON 

Verse: O come, let us worship and fall down before Christ. 

Choir: Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead; who sing to Thee. Alleluia, Alleluia, 

Alleluia. 

Apolytikia: 

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE TWO 

When Thou didst submit Thyself unto death, O Thou deathless and immortal One, then Thou 

didst destroy hell with Thy Godly power. And when Thou didst raise the dead from beneath the 

earth, all the powers of Heaven did cry aloud unto Thee: O Christ, Thou giver of life, glory to 

Thee. 

APOLYTIKION OF THE PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN TONE ONE 

Rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos, full of grace, for from thee arose the Sun of justice, Christ our God, 

lighting those who are in darkness. Rejoice and be glad, O righteous elder, carrying in thine arms 

the Deliverer of our souls, Who granteth us Resurrection. 

APOLYTIKION OF ST. MARY MAGDALENE IN TONE ONE 

(**The soldiers standing guard**) 

When Christ God had been born for our sakes from the Virgin, thou faith-fully didst follow Him, 

keeping His statutes and heeding His sacred laws, O august Mary Magdalene. Hence, as we today 

observe thy holy remembrance, we receive the loosing of our sins and transgressions through thy 

holy prayer(s) for us. 

THE TRISAGION HYMN 

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal have mercy on us. (thrice) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever, and unto the ages 

of ages. Amen. 

Holy Immortal have mercy on us. 

Holy God, Holy mighty, Holy Immortal have mercy on us. 

 

THE APOSTOLOS & THE GOSPEL 

PROKEIMENON, TONE 2 

The Lord is my strength and my song, and He is become my salvation. (Ps.117:14) {twice} 

Verse: With chastisement hath the Lord chastened me, but He hath not given me over unto 

death. (Ps.117:18) 

The Lord is my strength and my song, and He is become my salvation. 

 

SUNDAY APOSTOLOS (16TH
 SUNDAY): 

Reader: The reading is from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians §181 (6:1-10). 

Brethren, working together with Him, then, we entreat you not to accept the grace of God in 

vain.  For He says, “At the acceptable time I have listened to you, and helped you on the day of 

salvation.” Behold, now is the acceptable time; behold, now is the day of salvation.  We put no 

obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, but as servants of God 

we commend ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calami-

ties, beatings, imprisonments, tumults, labors, watching, hunger; by purity, knowledge, forbear-

ance, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love, truthful speech, and the power of God; with the 

weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; in honor and dishonor, in ill repute 

and good repute.  We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; as unknown, and yet well known; 
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as dying, and behold we live; as punished, and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; 

as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing everything. 

ALLELUIA, IN TONE 2 

Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  

Verse 1: The Lord hear thee in the day of affliction; the name of the God of Jacob defend thee. 

(Ps.19:1) 

Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  

Verse 2: O Lord, save the king, and hearken unto us in the day when we call upon Thee. (Ps.19:9) 

Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  

 

SUNDAY GOSPEL (16TH
 SUNDAY OF MATTHEW):  

Reader: The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew §105 (25:14-30). 

Choir: Glory the Thee O Lord, Glory to Thee.  

Reader: The Lord spoke this parable: A man going on a journey called his servants and entrusted 

to them his property; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according 

to his ability. Then he went away. He who had received the five talents went at once and traded 

with them; and he made five talents more. So also, he who had the two talents made two talents 

more. But he who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his master’s 

money. Now after a long time the master of those servants came and settled accounts with them. 

And he who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents more, saying: “Mas-

ter, you delivered to me five talents; here I have made five talents more.” His master said to him, 

“Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a little, I will set you over 

much; enter into the joy of your master.” And he also who had the two talents came forward, 

saying: “Master, you delivered to me two talents; here I have made two talents more.” His master 

said to him, “Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a little, I will set 

you over much; enter into the joy of your master.” He also who had received the one talent came 

forward, saying: “Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sew, and 

gathering where you did not winnow; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. 

Here you have what is yours.” But his master answered him, “You wicked and slothful servant! 

You knew that I reap where I have not sowed, and gather where I have not winnowed? Then you 

ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have received 

what was my own with interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to him who has the ten 

talents. For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have abundance; but from him 

who has not, even what he has will be taken away. And cast the worthless servant into the outer 

darkness; there men will weep and gnash their teeth.” As Jesus said these things He cried out: 

“He who has ears to hear, let him hear!” 

Choir: Glory the Thee O Lord, Glory to Thee.  

Then we sing the following, in tone 6 

Choir: Remember us, O Lord, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 

• Remember us, O Master, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 

• Remember us, O Holy One, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 

The heavenly choir praiseth Thee and saith: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth; heaven and earth 

are full of Thy glory. 

Verse: Come unto Him, and be enlightened and your faces shall not be ashamed. 
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The heavenly choir praiseth Thee and saith: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth; heaven and earth 

are full of Thy glory. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

The choir of Holy angels and archangels, with all the heavenly hosts praiseth Thee and saith: 

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth; heaven and earth are full of Thy glory. 

Both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages.  Amen. 

 

THE SYMBOL OF FAITH 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible 

and invisible; 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Only-begotten, Begotten of the Father before 

all worlds, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, Begotten, not made; of one essence with the 

Father, by whom all things were made: Who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven, and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and was made man; And was 

crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate, and suffered and was buried; And the third day He rose 

again, according to the Scriptures; And ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of the 

Father; And He shall come again with glory to judge the living and the dead, Whose kingdom 

shall have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life, Who proceedeth from the Father, 

Who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified, Who spake by the Proph-

ets;  

And I believe in One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the 

remission of sins. I look for the Resurrection of the dead, And the Life of the world to come. 

Amen. 

Leader: Remit, pardon, forgive, O God, our offenses, both voluntary and involuntary, in deed and 

word, in knowledge and ignorance, by day and by night, in mind and thought; forgive us all 

things, for Thou art good and the Lover of mankind. 

All: Amen 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done on 

earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil 

one. 

Leader: O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on us. 

All: Amen. 

Kontakia: 

KONTAKION OF THE RESURRECTION IN TONE TWO 

(**Thou soughtest the heights**) 

Arisen art Thou, * Almighty Saviour, from the tomb; * as Hades beheld, * he trembled at the 

miracle; * and the dead arose, and creation, seeing this, doth rejoice with Thee; * and as Adam 

also is glad, * the world, O my Saviour, praiseth Thee forever. 

KONTAKION OF THE PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN TONE ONE 

Thou, O Christ God, Who by Thy Birth, didst sanctify the Virgin’s womb, and, as is meet, didst 

bless Simeon’s arms, and didst also come to save us; preserve Thy fold in wars, and confirm them 

whom Thou didst love, for Thou alone art the Lover of mankind. 
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Leader: Lord, have mercy.  (12 times) 

O All-Holy Trinity, the consubstantial dominion, the indivisible Kingdom, and cause of every 

Good: Show Thy good will even unto me a sinner; make steadfast my heart and grant it under-

standing, and take away mine every defilement; enlighten my mind that I may glorify, hymn, 

worship, and say: 

Choir: One is Holy, One is Lord, Jesus Christ, to the Glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 

PSALM 33 

Reader: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto 

ages of ages.  Amen 

I will bless the Lord at all times, His praise shall continually be in my mouth. In the Lord shall 

my soul be praised; let the meek hear and be glad. O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt 

His name together. I sought the Lord, and He heard me, and delivered me from all my tribulations. 

Come unto Him, and be enlightened, and your faces shall not be ashamed. This poor man cried, 

and the Lord heard him, and saved him out of all his tribulations. The angel of the Lord will 

encamp round about them that fear Him, and will deliver them. O taste and see that the Lord is 

good; blessed is the man that hopeth in Him. O fear the Lord, all ye His saints; for there is no 

want to them that fear Him. Rich men have turned poor and gone hungry; but they that seek the 

Lord shall not be deprived of any good thing. Come ye children, hearken unto me; I will teach 

you the fear of the Lord. What man is there that desireth life, who loveth to see good days? Keep 

thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking guile. Turn away from evil, and do good; seek 

peace, and pursue it. The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and His ears are opened unto 

their supplication. The face of the Lord is against them that do evil, utterly to destroy the remem-

brance of them from the earth. The righteous cried, and the Lord heard them, and He delivered 

them out of all their tribulations. The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a contrite heart, and He 

will save the humble of spirit. Many are the tribulations of the righteous, and the Lord shall deliver 

them out of them all. The Lord keepeth all their bones, not one of them shall be broken. The death 

of sinners is evil, and they that hate the righteous shall do wrong. The Lord will redeem the souls 

of His servants, and none of them will do wrong that hope in Him.  

THE HYMN TO THE THEOTOKOS3 

It is truly meet and right to bless thee, O Theotokos, who art ever blessed and all-blameless, and 

the Mother of our God. More honourable than the cherubim and more glorious beyond compare 

than the seraphim, thou who without corruption bearest God the Word and art truly Theotokos: 

We magnify thee. 

READING(S)  

THE AFTERFEAST OF THE PRESENTATION (MEETING) OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE 

On February 2 the Church commemorates an important event in the earthly life of our Lord 

Jesus Christ (Luke 2:22-40). Forty days after His birth the God-Infant was taken to the Jerusalem 

Temple, the center of the nation’s religious life. According to the Law of Moses (Lev. 12:2-8), a 

woman who gave birth to a male child was forbidden to enter the Temple of God for forty days. 

 
3 The Arabic Typikon has the usual Hymn. Alternatively (cf. St. Sabbas Typikon), we can sing the Refrain & Irmos of the 

9th Ode of the Canon of the Feast, in tone 3: O Theotokos, thou hope of all Christians; keep and shelter and preserve 

them that set their hope in thee. Let us magnify, O believers, the first-born Son, the eternal Word of the Father, 

First-born of a Mother who knew no man; for we have beheld in the shadow of the law and the Scriptures a sign, 

that every first-born male that openeth the womb is called holy to God. 
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At the end of this time the mother came to the Temple with the child, to offer a young lamb or 

pigeon to the Lord as a purification sacrifice. The Most Holy Virgin, the Mother of God, had no 

need of purification, since she had given birth to the Source of purity and sanctity without defile-

ment. However, she humbly fulfilled the requirements of the Law.  

At this time the righteous Elder Simeon (February 3) was living in Jerusalem. It had been re-

vealed to him that he would not die until he should behold the promised Messiah. By inspiration 

from above, Saint Simeon went to the Temple at the very moment when the Most Holy Theotokos 

and Saint Joseph had brought the Infant Jesus to fulfill the Law.  

The God-Receiver Simeon took the divine Child in his arms, and giving thanks to God, he spoke 

the words repeated by the Church each evening at Vespers: “Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant 

depart in peace, according to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast 

prepared before the face of all people, a light to enlighten the Gentiles, and the glory of Thy 

people Israel” (Luke 2:29-32). Saint Simeon said to the Most Holy Virgin: “Behold, this child is 

set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel, and for a sign which shall be spoken against. 

Yea, a sword shall pierce through your own soul also, that the thoughts of many hearts may be 

revealed” (Luke 2:34-35).  

At the Temple was the 84-year-old widow Anna the Prophetess, daughter of Phanuel (February 

3), “who did not leave the temple, but served God with fasting and prayers night and day. She 

arrived just when Saint Simeon met the divine Child. She also gave thanks to the Lord and spoke 

of Him to all those who were looking for redemption in Jerusalem” (Luke 2:37-38). In the icon 

of the Feast she holds a scroll which reads: “This Child has established Heaven and earth.”  

Before Christ was born, righteous men and women lived by faith in the promised Messiah, and 

awaited His coming. The Righteous Simeon and the Prophetess Anna, the last righteous people 

of the Old Testament, were deemed worthy to meet the Savior in the Temple.  

The Feast of the Meeting of the Lord is among the most ancient feasts of the Christian Church. 

We have sermons on the Feast by the holy bishops Methodius of Patara (+ 312), Cyril of Jerusa-

lem (+ 360), Gregory the Theologian (+ 389), Amphilocius of Iconium (+ 394), Gregory of Nyssa 

(+ 400), and John Chrysostom (+ 407). Despite its early origin, this Feast was not celebrated so 

splendidly until the sixth century.  

In 528, during the reign of Justinian, an earthquake killed many people in Antioch. Other mis-

fortunes followed this one. In 541 a terrible plague broke out in Constantinople, carrying off 

several thousand people each day. During this time of widespread suffering, a solemn prayer 

service (Litia) for deliverence from evils was celebrated on the Feast of the Meeting of the Lord, 

and the plague ceased. In thanksgiving to God, the Church established a more solemn celebration 

of this Feast.  

Church hymnographers have adorned this Feast with their hymns: Saint Andrew of Crete in the 

seventh century; Saint Cosmas Bishop of Maium, Saint John of Damascus, and Saint Germanus 

Patriarch of Constantinople in the eighth century; and Saint Joseph, Archbishop of Thessalonica 

in the ninth century.  

On this day we also commemorate the icon of the Most Holy Theotokos known as “the Soften-

ing of Evil Hearts” or “Simeon’s Prophecy.” The Mother of God is depicted without Her Child, 

with seven swords piercing her breast: three from the left side, three from the right, and one from 

below.  

A similar icon, “Of the Seven Swords” (August 13) shows three swords on the left side and four 

from the right.  
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The icon “Simeon’s Prophecy” symbolizes the fulfillment of the prophecy of the righteous Elder 

Simeon: “a sword shall pierce through your own soul” (Luke 2:35). [From oca.org] 

 

*  *  * 

OUR FATHER AMONG THE SAINTS PARTHENIUS, BISHOP OF LAMPSACUS 

Saint Parthenius, Bishop of Lampsacus, was a native of the city of Melitoupolis (in northwestern 

Asia Minor), where his father Christopher served as deacon. The youth did not receive adequate 

schooling, but he learned the Holy Scripture by attending church services. He had a good heart, 

and distributed to the poor the money he earned working as a fisherman.  

Filled with the grace of God, Saint Parthenius from age eighteen healed the sick in the name of 

Christ, cast out demons and worked other miracles. Learning of the young man’s virtuous life, 

Bishop Philetus of Melitoupolis educated him and ordained him presbyter.  

In 325, during the reign of Constantine the Great, Archbishop Achilles of Cyzicus made him 

bishop of the city of Lampsacus (Asia Minor). In the city were many pagans, and the saint fer-

vently began to spread the faith in Christ, confirming it through many miracles and by healing 

the sick.  

The people began to turn from their pagan beliefs, and the saint went to the emperor Constantine 

the Great seeking permission to tear down the pagan temple and build a Christian church in its 

place. The emperor received the saint with honor, gave him a decree authorizing the destruction 

of the pagan temple, and provided him with the means to build a church. Returning to Lampsacus, 

Saint Parthenius had the pagan temple torn down, and built a beautiful church of God in the city.  

In one of the razed temples, he found a large marble slab which he thought would be very 

suitable as an altar. The saint ordered work to begin on the stone, and to move it to the church. 

Through the malice of the devil, who became enraged at the removal of the stone from the pagan 

temple, the cart overturned and killed the driver Eutychian. Saint Parthenius restored him to life 

by his prayer and shamed the devil, who wanted to frustrate the work of God.  

The saint was so kind that he refused healing to no one who came to him, or who chanced to 

meet him by the wayside, whether he suffered from bodily illnesses or was tormented by unclean 

spirits. People even stopped going to physicians, since Saint Parthenius healed all the sick for 

free. With the great power of the name of Christ, the saint banished a host of demons from people, 

from their homes, and from the waters of the sea.  

Once, the saint prepared to cast out a devil from a certain man, who had been possessed by it 

since childhood. The demon began to implore the saint not to do so. Saint Parthenius promised 

to give the evil spirit another man in whom he could dwell. The demon asked, “Who is that man?” 

The saint replied, “You may dwell in me, if you wish.”  

The demon fled as if stung by fire, crying out, “If the mere sight of you is a torment to me, how 

can I dare to enter into you?”  

An unclean spirit, cast out of the house where the imperial purple dye was prepared, said that a 

divine fire was pursuing him with the fire of Gehenna.  

Having shown people the great power of faith in Christ, the saint converted a multitude of idol-

worshippers to the true God.  

Saint Parthenius died peacefully and was solemnly buried beside the cathedral church of Lamp-

sacus, which he built. [From oca.org] 

*  *  * 
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OUR RIGHTEOUS FATHER LUKE OF HELLAS 

Saint Luke of Hellas was a native of the Greek village of Kastorion. The son of poor farmers, 

the saint from childhood had toiled much, working in the fields and shepherding the sheep. He 

was very obedient to his parents and very temperate in eating. He often gave his own food and 

clothing to the poor, for which he suffered reproach from his parents. He once gave away almost 

all the seed which was needed for planting in the fields. The Lord rewarded him for his charity, 

and the harvest gathered was greater than ever before.  

As a child, he prayed fervently and often. His mother saw him more than once standing not on 

the ground, but in the air while he prayed.  

After the death of his father, he left his mother and went to Athens, where he entered a monas-

tery. But through the prayers of his mother, who was very concerned about him, the Lord returned 

him to his parental home in a miraculous manner. He spent four months there, then with his 

mother’s blessing he went to a solitary place on a mountain called Ioannou (or Ioannitsa). Here 

there was a church dedicated to the holy Unmercenaries Cosmas and Damian, where he lived an 

ascetical life in constant prayer and fasting. He was tonsured there by some Elders who were on 

pilgrimage. After this, Saint Luke redoubled his ascetic efforts, for which the Lord granted him 

the gift of foresight.  

After a seven years on Ioannou, the saint moved to Corinth because of an invasion of the Bul-

garian armies. Hearing about the exploits of a certain stylite at Patras, he went to see him, and 

remained for ten years to serve the ascetic with humility and obedience. Afterwards, the saint 

returned again to his native land and again began to pursue asceticism on Mount Ioannou.  

The throngs of people flocking there disturbed his quietude, so with the blessing of his Elder 

Theophylactus, Saint Luke went with his disciple to a still more remote place at Kalamion. After 

three years, he settled on the desolate and arid island of Ampelon because of an invasion of the 

Turks. Steiris was another place of his ascetic efforts. Here brethren gathered to the monk, and a 

small monastery grew up, the church of which was dedicated to the Great Martyr Barbara. Dwell-

ing in the monastery, the saint performed many miracles, healing sicknesses of soul and of body.  

Foreseeing his end, the saint confined himself in a cell and for three months prepared for his 

departure. When asked where he was to be buried, the monk replied, “Throw my body into a 

ravine to be eaten by wild beasts.” When the brethren begged him to change these instructions, 

he commanded them to bury his body on the spot where he lay. Raising his eyes to heaven, he 

said, “Into Thy hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit!”  

Saint Luke fell asleep in the Lord on February 7, 946. Later, a church was built over his tomb. 

Myrrh flowed from his holy relics, and many healings occurred. [From oca.org] 

 

*  *  * 

THE HOLY NEW MARTYR GEORGE OF ALIKIANOS IN CRETE (+ 1867) 

Crete is well known as an island which gave birth to heroes and martyrs. The Cretan honor roll 

of saints lists both old and new martyrs whose blood dyed the land of our forefathers. The holo-

caust of the Arkadi Monastery is a sculptured icon of the Cretan Revolution of 1866. Brave men 

of Crete are her honored trophies. Victory slipped away from the pashas and aghas. The flag of 

freedom waved like a symbol of life and death for those about to die. Cretan honor was never 

defeated in the land which Turks occupied. Honor and victory are the emblems of every Cretan 

battle. Canons, knives, sticks and stones, fists and shouts, teeth and hatchets are the weapons that 

the rebels brought to hew down the Muslim hordes.  
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The Cretan Revolution of 1866-1869 was a continuum with the Revolution of Greece of 1821. 

The will for freedom of the Cretan populace was irrevocable and was loudly proclaimed by the 

words "Union or Death". The spirited and easily aroused people of Crete did not ask anything 

more than what their Holy Creed and Symbol of Faith allowed - the freedom and resurrection of 

their ancestry, their religion, their ethos and their traditions. Union with Greece - the motherland 

of motherlands - their own motherland, was their quest. Among the many cities and towns that 

rushed to attack the enemies of Crete was the village of Alikianos situated in the ecclesiastical 

district of the Diocese of Kydonia and Apokoronou. Alikianos means "strong" or "paved with 

gravel", named for its fortified position situated in the middle of a lowland full of orange groves 

irrigated by the river Kerites, Iordanos, or Platanias as it is known today. It is surrounded by the 

White Mountains which peak proudly to great heights. Alikianos defended its sacred land with 

fierce battles and heroic struggles during the years of the Turkish occupation, the Revolution of 

1866, and again under German occupation in 1941.  

This is where Saint George the New Martyr belongs - the Revolution of 1866 - a symbol of the 

Church of Crete's new generation of saints. For he fell in battle dying for Christ at the age of only 

twenty-one. The piety of his good parents nourished him well. His father Nicholas was a priest 

born on the island of Folegandros in the Cyclades. His mother Katherine Bouzianopoulos was 

Cretan, born in the historic and heroic village of Therisso of Kydonia, daughter of a noble and 

honorable family. The Saint's upbringing was uniquely Christian. His farm work did not deprive 

him of study despite his modest education, for he loved to read the biographical accounts or Syn-

axarion of the holy martyrs. In these texts he found his soul's burning desire quenched, and this 

gave peace to his life. "I cannot rest, neither can I sleep contentedly unless I satisfy my hunger 

for reading."  

During the difficult year of 1865, he read the life of a great martyr, and prayed: "My Christ, 

make me worthy to shed my blood for love of You." Saint George had a brother who was blind, 

yet he was an "eyewitness" of this confession. The persecution of the Christians was drawing near 

as the year 1866 marked the beginning of the great Cretan Revolution which left so many sacri-

ficial victims.  

The time for his martyrdom soon arrived. For the New Martyr George was a mail carrier and 

courier who delivered letters and proclamations of the leaders of the revolution. On Sunday, Feb-

ruary 5th 1867, George was in the village of Fournes in Kydonia, participating in the struggle as 

was his duty as courier. A great number of Turkish soldiers then surrounded the village and seized 

many Cretans, including blessed George. But because he carried revolutionary documents he at-

tracted special attention, and his death by torture was imminent. George was urged to accept Islam 

and be saved. However, despite advice and concessions, martyrs of the Faith will stand firm. 

Neither Moustafas Pasha nor Bachris Aghas, nor the Christian officer Hatzimanuel Fouglanakis 

succeeded in convincing him to avoid martyrdom.  

"I am a Christian and I die a Christian." He felt no remorse because he was young, nor did he 

feel sorrow for his own life, or his elderly parents, his sister or his blind brother. He was not 

shaken by the ailing and tears of his fellow Christians, their wives, children and relatives. Stand-

ing firm in his convictions he declared his martyrdom: "Cut me up into even smaller pieces than 

you have cut others. Because the more you torture me, so much more will my Christ glorify me." 

This was his martyric stand. So the Turks did not kill him quickly, but in measures. First they 

cut off his ears, then his nose, tongue, hands and feet. They cut off his genital organs, then his 

eyes and finally his head. His remains were thrown in an unknown place among others killed 
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along with the blessed George. Until today the place of his burial is unknown. But the manner 

and date of his death have been documented - February 7th 1867.  

That is how the New Martyr George died for Christ in the peak of his youth, as told in the proud 

history of the revolutionary struggles that took place in the year of our Lord 1867. He died in the 

flowering of his youth as the son of Alikiano, the pride of Kydonia, the Saint of Crete and the 

athlete of Christ. [From Mystagogy] 

*  *  * 

SAINTS EMMELIA, NONNA AND ANTHOUSA - MOTHERS OF THE THREE HIERARCHS 

On the Sunday after the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord (Feb. 2), the Holy Synod of the 

Church of Greece has determined, that the memory of the three holy mothers of the Three Hier-

archs be honored. They are Saint Emmelia, the mother of Basil the Great, who is also commem-

orated on May 30th; Saint Nonna, the mother of Gregory the Theologian, who is also commemo-

rated on August 5th; and Saint Anthousa, the mother of John Chrysostom, for whom this is her 

primary feast. 

Saint Anthousa, Mother of John Chrysostom (circa. 347-407) 

Anthousa was an intelligent woman living in the city of Antioch in the fourth century. She was 

a woman of means, being married to Secundus, an illustrious officer in the Imperial Army of 

Syria. The city of Antioch was the starting point of the Apostle Paul’s three missionary journeys 

and was one of the four chief cities of the Roman Empire. Of its population of about two hundred 

thousand, half were thought to have been Christian. 

It was in this setting that Anthousa bore a son that she named John. While John was an infant, 

Secundus died, leaving her widowed when she was about twenty years old. Although she had the 

means to give her son a good education, she dreaded bringing him up amid the corruptions of 

Antioch and decided to teach him at home for a time. But the burden of rearing him, she later 

declared, was lightened for her by God’s support and the joy of seeing in him the image of his 

father. 

Anthousa decided not to marry again, feeling that her child must come before her own happi-

ness. She devoted her life to her son, who showed high intelligence and a love for virtue, and the 

service of the local Church. 

It was her goal to nurture in him the highest quality of Christian character. In his early years she 

taught him to love the Holy Scripture and encouraged him to study and learn it. She instilled in 

him an intimate knowledge of the Scriptures which served to help him later in life. 

Anthousa herself was a highly educated woman and transmitted much of her classical 

knowledge to her son. When the time was right, she sent him to the celebrated orator Libanius to 

study further. As he grew into a man, she also encouraged him to pursue his desire to study clas-

sical knowledge and theology, inspiring him to study theology under the noted Diodore of Tarsus. 

While John did study under great men of his time period, the spiritual interpretations and the 

practical applications found in his great homilies on Genesis, Matthew, John, Romans, Galatians, 

Corinthians, Ephesians, Timothy, and Titus owe much to his mother’s early teachings. 

John went on to become one of the great Christian leaders of his time, earning the name Chrys-

ostom, meaning “Golden-Mouthed”. Though he reveled in his classical education, it was the 

things of the Spirit he learned at his mother’s home that he credited for giving him the foundation 

he needed to succeed as a minister of the Gospel and becoming the man that he was. 
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Saint Emmelia, Mother of Saint Basil the Great 

Saint Emmelia (also Emily, Emilia, Emelia), was part of a holy family and most famous for 

being the mother of Saint Basil the Great. There are very few descriptions of Saint Emmelia’s 

life. She was the daughter of a martyr and the daughter-in-law of Saint Macrina the Elder (260-

340). Along with her husband, Saint Basil the Elder (+ 349), she gave birth to nine or ten children. 

She instilled the Orthodox faith in her children, teaching them to pray and devote their lives to 

the service of the Church. Among these were Saint Basil the Great (+ 379), his sister Saint Ma-

crina the Younger (c.330–379) and his brothers Saints Gregory of Nyssa (334-394), Naukratios 

of Mount Nitria (332-358), and Peter of Sebaste (345/7-392). It is also a widely held tradition that 

Saint Theosevia (c. 335-c.385) was his youngest sister (though some claim she was the spouse of 

Saint Gregory of Nyssa), who is also a saint in the Church. There are also about four or five other 

girls, unknown sisters of Saint Basil. Therefore, Saint Emmelia is often called “the mother of 

saints.” 

When her son, Naukratios, suddenly died at the age of twenty-seven, she was consoled by her 

eldest daughter, Macrina. Macrina reminded her that it was not befitting to a Christian to “mourn 

as those who have no hope” and inspired her to hope courageously in the resurrection bequeathed 

to us by the saving passion of the Lord. 

After her children left home, Emmelia was persuaded by Macrina to forsake the world. Together 

they founded a monastery for women. Emmelia divided the family property among her children. 

Retaining only some meager possessions, she and Macrina withdrew to a secluded family prop-

erty in Pontus, picturesquely located on the banks of the Iris River and not far from Saint Basil’s 

wilderness home. A number of liberated female slaves desired to join the pair, and a convent was 

formed. They lived under one roof and held everything in common: they ate, worked, and prayed 

together. They were so eager to advance in virtue that they regarded fasting as food and poverty 

as riches. The harmony of this model community of women was unspoiled by anger, jealousy, 

hatred, or pride. Indeed, as the Church sings of monastics, they lived like angels in the flesh 

Living in this manner for many years, Emmelia reached old age. When an illness signaled her 

departure from this world, her son Peter came to her side. Together with Macrina, he tended to 

his mother in her last days. As the oldest and the youngest, Macrina and Peter held a special place 

in Emmelia’s heart. 

Before committing her soul to the Lord, she raised her voice to heaven, saying, “To you, O 

Lord, I give the first fruits and the tithe of the fruit of my womb. The first fruit is my first-born 

daughter, and the tithe is this, my youngest son. Let these be for you a rightly acceptable sacrifice, 

and let your holiness descend upon them!” Saint Emmelia reposed in 375 and was buried as she 

had requested, beside her husband in the chapel at their estate in Annesi, where Naukratios had 

also been laid. 

Saint Nonna of Nazianzus, Mother of Gregory the Theologian. 

Saint Nonna of Nazianzus, known for piety, purity and deep Christian faith, was the wife of 

Gregory of Nazianzus the Elder (Jan. 1). A member of the Hypsistarians, a distinct Jewish-pagan 

sect worshiping Hypsistos, the "Most High" God, Gregory was convinced to convert to Christi-

anity by his wife Nonna in 325, who would pray for him daily. Both Gregory and Nonna came 

from wealthy families, and Gregory was able to personally finance the construction of a church 

in the region of Cappadocia. In 328, Gregory was selected as bishop of Nazianzus, a position he 

held until his death. 
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Three children were born to Gregory and Nonna, all of whom are saints of the Church. One 

daughter, Saint Gorgonia (Feb. 23), was outlived by her parents by only a year, and was lauded 

in the eulogy given by her brother Gregory as a model Christian wife. Their younger son, Cae-

sarius of Nazianzus (Mar. 9), studied in Caesarea Mazaca and at Alexandria and became a phy-

sician. He served in Constantinople as the court physician for both Constantius II and Julian the 

Apostate, and died in 368. Their elder son, also named Gregory (Jan. 25), served alongside his 

father first as a priest, and then as co-adjutor. Gregory of Nazianzus the Younger would later 

become the Patriarch of Constantinople and ranked among the great Three Hierarchs of the 

Church (Jan. 30) and an esteemed Theologian. Nonna outlived her husband and two of her chil-

dren, dying in 374. 

Speaking of her virtues and character, her son Gregory wrote of her: 

"What time or place for prayer escaped her? This was the first thought of her day. Rather, who 

had more confidence in gaining a petition as soon as it was made? Who had such reverence for 

the hands and countenance of priests? Who showed such honor for every form of philosophy? 

Who subdued her flesh more by fastings and watchings, or stood like a pillar during the night-

long or daily singing of the psalms? Who had greater admiration for virginity, although she her-

self was under the bond of matrimony? Who was a better champion of widows and orphans? Who 

relieved to a like degree the misfortunes of the distressed? These things, small perhaps, and, it 

may be, even despised by some because they do not lie within the reach of the majority for the 

unattainable, out of envy, is generally considered as not even credible I esteem highly, for they 

were the inventions of her faith and undertakings of her spiritual fervor. So, too, her voice was 

never heard in the sacred assemblies or places, except when necessary and required by the liturgy. 

It was once counted a glory for the altar that no axe had been lifted upon it, no stone-cutter's 

tool seen or heard, with the higher meaning that whatever was consecrated to God should be 

natural and free from artifice. Why should it not redound to her great praise that she honored the 

sanctuary by her silence, that she never turned her back upon the holy table, nor spat upon the 

hallowed pavement, that she never grasped the hand or kissed the lips of any pagan woman, 

however honorable in other respects and however closely related? She would not even share salt, 

either willingly or perforce, with those coming from a profane and unhallowed table, nor suffer 

herself, contrary to the law of conscience, to pass by or look upon a polluted house. She would 

not let her ears or her tongue, which had received anh uttered holy things, be defiled by pagan 

tales or theatrical songs, because nothing unholy is becoming to the holy. What is deserving of 

greater admiration is the fact that she restrained external manifestation of grief to such a degree, 

although she was deeply affected by the sufferings even of strangers, as never to let a cry of 

affliction burst forth before the Eucharist, or to let a tear drop from eyes mystically sealed, or let 

any sign of mourning remain when a festival day came, although many sorrows befell her. For 

she felt that the soul that loves God should subject all human things to the divine."  

Gregory also tells of an occasion in 351 when Nonna fell sick with a severe illness and appeared 

to be at the point of death. He writes:  

"Hardy and vigorous and free from disease all her life, she herself was seized with sickness. Of 

the many ills she suffered, not to prolong my story, nothing affected her so grievously as the 

inability to eat. Her life was in danger for many days, and no remedy for the disease could be 

found. How did God sustain her? Not by raining down manna, as of old for Israel, nor by striking 

the rock that gushed forth water for the thirsting people, nor by feeding her with the help of 

ravens, as the great Elias, nor by satisfying her need by a prophet carried through the air, as was 
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done for Daniel of old when he suffered hunger in the lions den. In what manner, then? She 

thought that she saw me, her darling for not even in dreams did she prefer any other of us come 

up to her suddenly in the night with a basket of purest white bread, and after blessing and signing 

it with the cross according to my custom, feed and comfort her, and that she then recovered her 

strength. And this vision of the night was a thing of reality. For from that time she returned to 

herself and was of better hope. This is evidenced by a clear and manifest token. For on the day 

after, when I visited her early in the morning, I noticed at once that she was more cheerful. Then 

I asked her as usual how she had passed the night and whether she required anything. 'You fed 

me very readily and kindly, my son,' she said, c and now you ask how I am ! I feel splendid, and 

quite comfortable.' And at the same time her attendants made signs to me not to gainsay her and 

to accept her answer at once, lest she might be struck by despondency if the truth were revealed."  

Gregory then speaks of a miracle his mother performed for him while he was traveling by sea 

and got caught in a fearsome storm:  

"I was voyaging from Alexandria to Greece over the Parthenian Sea. I sailed at a very unsea-

sonable time, on an Aeginetan ship, impelled as I was by eager desire. What especially influenced 

me was that I had fallen in with a crew whom I knew well. We had proceeded but a little way 

when a violent storm arose, and one such as my shipmates said they had seldom experienced 

before. While all were afraid of a common death, I was in greater fear of spiritual death. Unfor-

tunately, I was in danger of departing from life unbaptized, and I yearned for the spiritual water 

amid the waters of death. Therefore, I cried aloud and begged and implored a brief space of time. 

And my shipmates, in spite of their common danger, joined in my cries as not even many relatives 

would have done, being kindly strangers who had learned sympathy from their perils. Thus did I 

suffer, and my parents suffered with me, sharing my danger which became known to them in a 

dream. And they brought help from the land, calming the waves by prayer, as afterwards we 

learned upon reckoning the time when I returned home. This was also revealed to me in a salutary 

sleep which I at length experienced when the storm abated a little. I seemed to be holding fast to 

a Fury of fearful aspect, threatening danger, for the night represented her clearly to me. Another 

of my fellow voyagers, a boy very well disposed and dear to me and deeply concerned for me, 

under the circumstances, thought he saw my mother walk upon the sea and seize the ship and 

with no great effort draw it to land. And this vision was believed, for the sea began to grow calm, 

and we quickly arrived at Rhodes, without experiencing any great distress in the meantime. As a 

result of that peril, we ourselves became an offering. We promised ourselves to God if we were 

saved, and, on being saved, we gave ourselves to Him."  

Gregory championed Nonna as a model of Christian motherhood. He wrote of her,  

"My mother was a worthy companion for such a man [as my father] and her qualities were as 

great as his. She came from a pious family, but was even more pious than they. Though in her 

body she was but a woman, in her spirit she was above all men... Her mouth knew nothing but 

the truth, but in her modesty she was silent about those deeds which brought her glory. She was 

guided by the fear of God."  

And speaking further of his parents as models of Christian parentage, he wrote:  

"Our mother, from the beginning and by virtue of descent, consecrated to God and receiving piety 

as a necessary heritage not for herself alone, but also for her children, was truly a holy lump from 

the holy first fruits of the dough. She so far increased and augmented it that some have expressed 

their belief the assertion is bold, but I will make it that not even her husband's perfection was any 

other's work than hers. And how wonderful it is that a greater and more perfect piety was 
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bestowed as the reward of piety! Both were lovers of their children and of Christ. Yet it is a 

striking paradox that they were more devoted lovers of Christ than of their children. Their sole 

enjoyment in their children was that they be known as Christ's and called His. Their single defi-

nition of good children comprised virtue and kinship with the Chief Good. Compassionate and 

sympathetic, they rescued much treasure from moths and brigands and from the prince of this 

world, transferring it from their place of exile to their homeland, and storing up the glory of 

heaven for their children as their greatest inheritance." [From Mystaogy] 

 

THE LITTLE DISMISSAL 

The Leader bows toward the icon of Christ on the iconostasis, saying: 

Leader: Glory to thee, O Christ our God and our Hope, glory to thee. 

All: Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever, and unto ages 

of ages. Amen. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. O Lord, bless. 

Leader: O Thou Who deigned to be carried in the arms of Simeon the Righteous for our salvation, 

and rose again from the dead, Christ our true God, through the intercessions of his all-immaculate 

and all-blameless holy Mother; of our venerable and God-bearing fathers; of the Holy Myrrh-

Bearer and Equal to the Apostles Mary Magdalene, protector of this community; of the Venerable 

Parthenios, bishop of Lampsakos; Venerable Luke of Hellas; New-martyr George of Crete; and 

of the Holy and Righteous Mothers of the Three Hierarchs Emmelia, Nona and Anthousa, whose 

memory we celebrate today, and of all the saints: have mercy on us, and save us, for Thou art 

good and lovest mankind. 
 

Then, facing the icon of Christ, on the iconostasis, the Leader says: 

Leader: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy on us, 

and save us.  

All: Amen. 


