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beyond printing out a single copy for personal non-commercial use. 

 

READER’S TYPIKA ON SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2021 

(36th Sunday after Pentecost & last – out of 5 – Sunday before the Beginning of the Triodion1) 

Our righteous Father Auxentius on the Mountain in Bithynia 

 
Leader: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy on us, 

and save us. 

Reader: Amen.  

THE TRISAGION PRAYERS 

People: Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have mercy on us. (Thrice) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages.  Amen 

All-holy Trinity, have mercy on us. Lord, cleanse us from our sins. Master, pardon our iniqui-

ties. Holy One, visit and heal our infirmities for thy Name’s sake. 

Lord, have mercy.  (Thrice) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages.  Amen 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done on 

earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil 

one. 

Leader:  O Lord, Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on us.  

All: Amen. 

Reader: Lord, have mercy.  (12 times) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages.  Amen. 

O come, let us worship and fall down before God our King. 

O come, let us worship and fall down before Christ, our King and our God. 

O come, let us worship and fall down before the Very Christ, our King and our God. 

 

  

 
1 From the leave-taking of Theophany, up until the beginning of the Triodion, the gospels and epistles are read in reverse order, in such 

a way that on the Sunday of the Publican and Pharisee we read the epistle corresponding to the 33rd Sunday after Pentecost, coupled 

with the gospel for the 16th Sunday of Luke. The lectionary for this period, which varies from year to year, depends on the number of 

Sundays and whether there are high rank commemorations on these days. In 2021 there are 5 Sundays, so the appointed readings are as 

follows: 

• on 1st Sunday we read the Apostolos for the Saint (ordinarily, we would read the Apostolos for 29th Sunday after Pentecost), coupled 

with the Gospel for the 12th  Sunday of Luke (“Ten Lepers”);  

• on 2nd Sunday we read the Apostolos for 31st Sunday after Pentecost, coupled with the Gospel for the 14th Sunday of Luke;  

• on 3rd Sunday we read the Apostolos for 32nd Sunday after Pentecost, coupled with the Gospel for the 15th  Sunday of Luke (“Zach-

aeus”);  

• on 4th Sunday we read Apostolos for 16th Sunday after Pentecost, coupled with the Gospel for the 16th Sunday of Matthew 

• on 5th (& last) Sunday (today) we read the Apostolos for 17th Sunday after Pentecost), coupled with the Gospel for the 17th  Sunday 

of Matthew (“Caananite Woman”). 
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THE FIRST ANTIPHON: PSALM 102 

Reader: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me bless His holy name. Bless the Lord, 

O my soul, and forget not all that He hath done for thee, Who is gracious unto all thine iniquities, 

Who healeth all thine infirmities, Who redeemeth thy life from corruption, Who crowneth thee 

with mercy and compassion, Who fulfilleth thy desire with good things; thy youth shall be re-

newed as the eagle's. The Lord performeth deeds of mercy, and executeth judgement for all them 

that are wronged. He hath made His ways known unto Moses, unto the sons of Israel the things 

that He hath willed. Compassionate and merciful is the Lord, long-suffering and plenteous in 

mercy; not unto the end will He be angered, neither unto eternity will He be wroth. Not according 

to our iniquities hath He dealt with us, neither according to our sins hath He rewarded us. For 

according to the height of heaven from the earth, the Lord hath made His mercy to prevail over 

them that fear Him. As far as the east is from the west, so far hath He removed our iniquities from 

us. Like as a father hath compassion upon his sons, so hath the Lord had compassion upon them 

that fear Him; for He knoweth whereof we are made, He hath remembered that we are dust. As 

for man, his days are as the grass; as a flower of the field, so shall he blossom forth. For when the 

wind is passed over it, then it shall be gone, and no longer will it know the place thereof. But the 

mercy of the Lord is from eternity, even unto eternity, upon them that fear Him. And His right-

eousness is upon sons of sons, upon them that keep His testament and remember His command-

ments to do them. The Lord in heaven hath prepared His throne, and His kingdom ruleth over all. 

Bless the Lord, all ye His angels, mighty in strength, that perform His word, to hear the voice of 

His words. Bless the Lord, all ye His hosts, His ministers that do His will. Bless the Lord, all ye 

His works, in every place of His dominion.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages.  Amen. 

And again: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me bless His holy Name; blessed 

art Thou, O Lord. 

THE SECOND ANTIPHON: PSALM 145 

Reader: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

Praise the Lord, O my soul. I will praise the Lord in my life, I will chant unto my God for as long 

as I have my be-ing. Trust ye not in princes, in the sons of men, in whom there is no salvation. 

His spirit shall go forth, and he shall return unto his earth. In that day all his thoughts shall perish. 

Blessed is he of whom the God of Jacob is his help, whose hope is in the Lord his God, Who hath 

made heaven and the earth, the sea and all that is therein, Who keepeth truth unto eternity, Who 

executeth judgement for the wronged, Who giveth food unto the hungry. The Lord looseth the 

fettered; the Lord maketh wise the blind; the Lord setteth aright the fallen; the Lord loveth the 

righteous; the Lord preserveth the proselytes. He shall adopt for His own the orphan and widow, 

and the way of sinners shall He destroy. The Lord shall be king unto eternity; thy God, O Sion, 

unto generation and generation.  

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

THE HYMN OF JUSTINIAN 

Choir: Only-begotten Son and Word of God, who art im-mortal, who for our salvation willed to 

be incarnate of the Holy Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary, and without change became man; and 

wast crucified, O Christ our God, and trampled down death by death; who art one of the Holy 

Trinity, glorified together with the Father and the Holy Spirit: save us. 
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THE BEATITUDES IN TONE THREE 

In Thy kingdom remember us, O Lord, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 

• Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

• Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be comforted.  

• Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.  

• Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled. 

For the Resurrection in Tone Three 

Verse 8: Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. 

O Christ, Thou hast cast out of Paradise Adam, the forefather, who had set aside Thy command-

ment. And in Thy compassion, Thou hast made to dwell therein the thief confessing Thee upon 

the Cross and crying: Remember me, O Savior, in Thy Kingdom. 

Verse 7: Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 

O Giver of life and Lord, Thou hast condemned us having sinned to the curse of death. And 

suffering in Thy sinless body Thou hast made mortal men live crying: Remember us also in Thy 

Kingdom. 

Verse 6: Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the sons of God. 

O Lord, risen from the dead, Thou hast raised us from passions by Thy Resurrection. And Thou 

hast destroyed all the might of death. Therefore we cry with faith to Thee: Remember us also in 

Thy Kingdom. 

Verse 5: Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom 

of heaven. 

By Thy three days' burial hast Thou, making them live, raised those lying dead in hell. And Thou 

as good hast poured forth incorruption upon us all who at all times cry with faith: Remember us 

also in Thy Kingdom. 

Verse 4: Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner 

of evil against you falsely, for my sake.  

Risen from the tomb, Thou hast first appeared to the women bearing myrrh and hast cried: Hail! 

and through them Thou dost make known Thy rising to Thy friends, O Christ: Remember us also 

in Thy Kingdom. 

Verse 3: Rejoice, and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in the heavens.  

On the mountain, Moses, holding his arms outspread forefigured the Cross and defeated Amalek. 

And we having received it with faith as a strong weapon against devils all cry: Remember us also 

in Thy Kingdom. 

Verse 2: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

Let us faithful sing with faith the praises of the Father and Son and Holy Spirit for the Trinity is 

as from one Sun a threefold Light illuminating all those who cry: Remember me also in Thy 

Kingdom. 

Verse 1: Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 

Hail! Gate of God through whom the Fashioner passed made flesh, keeping Thee sealed. Hail! 

light Cloud bearing Christ, the divine Rain. Hail! Ladder and heavenly throne. Hail! Mountain of 

God, flowing with milk and unhewn. 
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THE SUNDAY EISODIKON 

Verse: O come, let us worship and fall down before Christ. 

Choir: Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead; who sing to Thee. Alleluia, Alleluia, 

Alleluia. 

Apolytikia: 

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE THREE 

Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad, for the Lord hath done a mighty act with His own 

arm. He hath trampled down death by death, and become the first-born from the dead. He hath 

delivered us from the depths of Hades, granting the world the Great Mercy. 

APOLYTIKION OF ST. MARY MAGDALENE IN TONE ONE 

(**The soldiers standing guard**) 

When Christ God had been born for our sakes from the Virgin, thou faith-fully didst follow Him, 

keeping His statutes and heeding His sacred laws, O august Mary Magdalene. Hence, as we today 

observe thy holy remembrance, we receive the loosing of our sins and transgressions through thy 

holy prayer(s) for us. 

THE TRISAGION HYMN 

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal have mercy on us. (thrice) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever, and unto the ages 

of ages. Amen. 

Holy Immortal have mercy on us. 

Holy God, Holy mighty, Holy Immortal have mercy on us. 

 

THE APOSTOLOS & THE GOSPEL 

PROKEIMENON, TONE 3 

O chant unto our God, chant ye; chant unto our King, chant ye. (Ps.46:6) {twice} 

Verse: Clap your hands, all ye nations; shout unto God with a voice of rejoicing. (Ps.46:1) 

O chant unto our God, chant ye; chant unto our King, chant ye. 

SUNDAY APOSTOLOS (17TH
 SUNDAY): 

Reader: The reading is from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians §182a (6:16-7:1). 

Brethren, we are the temple of the living God; as God said, “I will live in them and move among 

them, and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.  Therefore come out from them, and 

be separate from them,” says the Lord, “and touch nothing unclean; then I will welcome you, and 

I will be a father to you, and you shall be My sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.”   

Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every defilement of body 

and spirit, and make holiness perfect in the fear of God. 

ALLELUIA, IN TONE 3 

Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  

Verse 1: In Thee, O Lord, have I hoped, let me not be put to shame in the age to come. (Ps.30:1a) 

Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  

Verse 2: Be Thou unto me a God to defend me and a house of refuge to save me. (Ps.30:2b) 

Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  

 

SUNDAY GOSPEL (17TH
 SUNDAY OF MATTHEW):  

Reader: The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew §62 (15:21-28). 

Choir: Glory the Thee O Lord, Glory to Thee.  
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Reader: At that time, Jesus went to the district of Tyre and Sidon. And behold, a Canaanite 

woman from that region came out and cried, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David; my 

daughter is severely possessed by a demon.” But He did not answer her one word. And His dis-

ciples came and begged Him, saying, “Send her away, for she is crying after us.” He answered, 

“I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” But she came and knelt before Him, 

saying, “Lord, help me.” And He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s bread and throw 

it to the dogs.” She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their master’s 

table.” Then Jesus answered her, “O woman, great is your faith! Be it done for you as you desire.” 

And her daughter was healed instantly. 

Choir: Glory the Thee O Lord, Glory to Thee.  

Then we sing the following, in tone 6 

Choir: Remember us, O Lord, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 

• Remember us, O Master, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 

• Remember us, O Holy One, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 

The heavenly choir praiseth Thee and saith: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth; heaven and earth 

are full of Thy glory. 

Verse: Come unto Him, and be enlightened and your faces shall not be ashamed. 

The heavenly choir praiseth Thee and saith: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth; heaven and earth 

are full of Thy glory. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

The choir of Holy angels and archangels, with all the heavenly hosts praiseth Thee and saith: 

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth; heaven and earth are full of Thy glory. 

Both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages.  Amen. 

 

THE SYMBOL OF FAITH 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible 

and invisible; 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Only-begotten, Begotten of the Father before 

all worlds, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, Begotten, not made; of one essence with the 

Father, by whom all things were made: Who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven, and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and was made man; And was 

crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate, and suffered and was buried; And the third day He rose 

again, according to the Scriptures; And ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of the 

Father; And He shall come again with glory to judge the living and the dead, Whose kingdom 

shall have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life, Who proceedeth from the Father, 

Who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified, Who spake by the Proph-

ets;  

And I believe in One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the 

remission of sins. I look for the Resurrection of the dead, And the Life of the world to come. 

Amen. 

Leader: Remit, pardon, forgive, O God, our offenses, both voluntary and involuntary, in deed and 

word, in knowledge and ignorance, by day and by night, in mind and thought; forgive us all 

things, for Thou art good and the Lover of mankind. 

All: Amen 
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done on 

earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil 

one. 

Leader: O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on us. 

All: Amen. 

Kontakia: 

KONTAKION OF THE RESURRECTION IN TONE THREE 

(**On this day the Virgin**) 

On this day didst Thou arise * out of the grave and didst lead us * from the bars and gates of 

death, * Thou Who art great in compassion. * On this day, both Adam danceth * and Eve re-

joiceth; * and with them, all of the Patriarchs and the Prophets * chant unceasing hymns in praise 

of * the godly power * of Thy dominion and might. 

SEASONAL KONTAKION IN TONE TWO 

O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto the Creator most constant: 

O despise not the suppliant voices of those who have sinned; but be thou quick, O good one, to 

come unto our aid, who in faith cry unto thee: Hasten to intercession, and speed thou to make 

supplication, thou who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them that honor thee. 

 

Leader: Lord, have mercy.  (12 times) 

O All-Holy Trinity, the consubstantial dominion, the indivisible Kingdom, and cause of every 

Good: Show Thy good will even unto me a sinner; make steadfast my heart and grant it under-

standing, and take away mine every defilement; enlighten my mind that I may glorify, hymn, 

worship, and say: 

Choir: One is Holy, One is Lord, Jesus Christ, to the Glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 

PSALM 33 

Reader: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto 

ages of ages.  Amen 

I will bless the Lord at all times, His praise shall continually be in my mouth. In the Lord shall 

my soul be praised; let the meek hear and be glad. O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt 

His name together. I sought the Lord, and He heard me, and delivered me from all my tribulations. 

Come unto Him, and be enlightened, and your faces shall not be ashamed. This poor man cried, 

and the Lord heard him, and saved him out of all his tribulations. The angel of the Lord will 

encamp round about them that fear Him, and will deliver them. O taste and see that the Lord is 

good; blessed is the man that hopeth in Him. O fear the Lord, all ye His saints; for there is no 

want to them that fear Him. Rich men have turned poor and gone hungry; but they that seek the 

Lord shall not be deprived of any good thing. Come ye children, hearken unto me; I will teach 

you the fear of the Lord. What man is there that desireth life, who loveth to see good days? Keep 

thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking guile. Turn away from evil, and do good; seek 

peace, and pursue it. The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and His ears are opened unto 

their supplication. The face of the Lord is against them that do evil, utterly to destroy the remem-

brance of them from the earth. The righteous cried, and the Lord heard them, and He delivered 

them out of all their tribulations. The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a contrite heart, and He 

will save the humble of spirit. Many are the tribulations of the righteous, and the Lord shall deliver 
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them out of them all. The Lord keepeth all their bones, not one of them shall be broken. The death 

of sinners is evil, and they that hate the righteous shall do wrong. The Lord will redeem the souls 

of His servants, and none of them will do wrong that hope in Him.  

THE HYMN TO THE THEOTOKOS 

It is truly meet and right to bless thee, O Theotokos, who art ever blessed and all-blameless, and 

the Mother of our God. More honourable than the cherubim and more glorious beyond compare 

than the seraphim, thou who without corruption bearest God the Word and art truly Theotokos: 

We magnify thee. 

READING(S)  

OUR RIGHTEOUS FATHER AUXENTIUS ON THE MOUNTAIN IN BITHYNIA 

Saint Auxentius, by origin a Syrian, served at the court of the emperor Theodosius the Younger 

(418-450). He was known as a virtuous, learned and wise man, and he was, moreover, a friend of 

many of the pious men of his era.  

Distressed by worldly vanity, Saint Auxentius was ordained to the holy priesthood, and then 

received monastic tonsure. After this he went to Bithynia and found a solitary place on Mount 

Oxia, not far from Chalcedon, and there he began the life of a hermit (This mountain was after-

wards called Mt. Auxentius). The place of the saint’s efforts was discovered by shepherds seeking 

their lost sheep. They told others about him, and people began to come to him for healing. Saint 

Auxentius healed many of the sick and the infirm in the name of the Lord.  

In the year 451 Saint Auxentius was invited to the Fourth Ecumenical Council at Chalcedon, 

where he denounced the Eutychian and Nestorian heresies. Familiar with Holy Scripture and 

learned in theology, Saint Auxentius easily bested those opponents who disputed with him. After 

the end of the Council, Saint Auxentius returned to his solitary cell on the mountain. With his 

spiritual sight he saw the repose of Saint Simeon the Stylite (459) from a great distance.  

Saint Auxentius died about the year 470, leaving behind him disciples and many monasteries in 

the region of Bithynia. He was buried in the Monastery of Saint Hypatius at Rufiananas, Syria. 

[From oca.org] 

*  *  * 

OUR RIGHTEOUS FATHER ABRAAMES OF SYRIA 

Saint Abraham, Bishop of Charres, lived during the mid-fourth and early fifth centuries, and 

was born in the city of Cyrrhus. In his youth he entered a monastery. Later he became a hermit in 

Lebanon, a place where many pagans lived.  

Saint Abraham suffered much vexation from the pagans, who wanted to expel him from their 

area. He once saw tax-collectors beating those who were unable to pay. Moved to pity, he paid 

the taxes for them, and those people later accepted Christ.  

The Christian inhabitants of this village built a church and they fervently besought Saint Abra-

ham to accept the priesthood and become their pastor. The monk fulfilled their wish. Having 

encouraged his flock in the faith, he left them in place of himself another priest, and he again 

retired to a monastery.  

For his deep piety he was made bishop of Charres; his pastors the saint constantly taught by his 

God-pleasing life. From the time of his accepting of the priesthood, he never used cooked food. 

The emperor Theodosius the Younger wanted to meet the bishop and made him an invitation. 

After he arrived in Constantinople, Saint Abraham soon died. His remains were solemnly trans-

ferred to the city of Charres and there given over to burial. [From oca.org] 

*  *  * 
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OUR RIGHTEOUS FATHER MARON OF SYRIA 

Saint Maron was born in the fourth century near the city of Cyrrhus in Syria. He spent almost 

all his time beneath the open sky in prayer, vigil, ascetical works and strict fasting. He obtained 

from God the gift of healing the sick and casting out demons. He counselled those who turned to 

him for advice to be temperate, to be concerned for their salvation, and to guard against avarice 

and anger.  

Saint Maron, a friend of Saint John Chrysostom, died before 423 at an advanced age.  

Some of Saint Maron’s disciples were James the Hermit (November 26), Limnius (February 

23), and Domnina (March 1). Saint Maron founded many monasteries around Cyrrhus, and con-

verted a pagan temple near Antioch into a Christian church. [From oca.org]  

*  *  * 

THE HOLY NEWLY-REVEALED NEW MARTYR NICHOLAS OF ICHTHYS, CORINTH (+ 1554) 

Nicholas, the newly-revealed and courageous Martyr of Christ, was born in an obscure hamlet, 

called by its neighbors Ichthys or Psari, which was within the prefecture of Corinth. His parents, 

John and Kalli, were pious and faithful to Christ. When the holy lad was twelve years old, his 

parents departed this world. Since he was left alone at home, the boy could not endure the absence 

of his beloved mother and father. He, therefore, departed his hometown in the company of several 

youths. They were bound for the town of Selybria, which is a day's distance from Constantinople. 

Nicholas entered the service of one of Selybria's prominent citizens as a valet. The fear of God 

was in Nicholas' heart, and he kept the commandments of Christ with zeal. Along with the ful-

fillment of his duties, he supported the parishes in the area according to his means.  

Nicholas had a good and pious upbringing. He wished to establish a Christian home. When he 

reached a suitable age, he entered into lawful wedlock and fathered children whom he reared in 

the Greek Orthodox tradition and the teachings of Christ. His godly children were fruit that bore 

witness to the tree, even though they were brought up in a worldly environment. While engaged 

in a livelihood of selling fruits on the main street of the town, Nicholas did not neglect the salva-

tion of his soul. He ministered to the poor and pleased God by distributing alms. He, moreover, 

attended services in the nearby churches.  

Nicholas, however, aspired to achieve a greater gift (that is to say, martyrdom), and this story 

tells of how it was attained. Now Sultan Suleyman I (1520-1566), in the thirty-fourth year of his 

reign, had embarked on a campaign in Persia. At Constantinople the sultan left in charge his 

prefect, a certain Sinan. This man, who had nothing to commend him, would boast of his kinship 

with the sultan and tyrranize his subjects. He was overbearing in his position and committed more 

firghtening and barbarous acts against the Christians than one can imagine. He condemned some 

Christians to serve as galley slaves on pirate ships, while others he terrorized with threats of 

punishment.  

At that time, the godly Nicholas was despised by the Turks in his neighborhood. They resented 

his industriousness and ability to sell more produce than they on the main thoroughfare. Nicholas, 

consequently, was taken into custody, and led forth to Constantinople. The Christian stood trial 

before the prefect; without weakening in the least, Nicholas confessed that he was a Christian, 

calling the Hagarene (Muslim) religion false. As a result, by order of the prefect, Nicholas re-

ceived such a severe beating with branches from a pomegranate tree that the blood ran forth even 

from his toenails. After this terrible torture, he was cast into prison and received no medical at-

tention. The year was 1554.  



9 

 

Four days later, the judge took him out of his cell. The Muslim prefect, by flattery and the 

promise of an important position, attempted to persuade Nicholas to deny the pure Faith of Christ. 

But the villain accomplished nothing, for Nicholas, the martyr of truth, became even more 

adament in the Orthodox Faith. The martyr invoked the name of Christ, thereby chastising those 

godless ones for their unbelief. He called their false prophet the son of the devil and an enemy of 

God. After hearing this declaration, the Muslim's bound chains around Nicholas' neck. Instead of 

garments, they put a woven mat about his body. In this condition, the executioners paraded him 

throughout the city. Nevertheless, neither did this form of torture induce the Martyr to yield; 

rather, his sufferings strengthened him in the Faith. By order of the prefect, the Muslims lit a great 

bonfire in the hippodrome, to which the proponents of impiety led the Martyr. They, however, 

did not throw him into the fire immediately; instead they cruelly exposed his body, little by little, 

to the flames. This was done to prolong the severity of his suffering.  

After the Saint was subjected to this torture for a long period of time, he could no longer hold 

himself upright, so he leaned to the right. The executioners removed the chains, which he wore 

about his neck, and severed his head with a sword. Thus, Christ's valiant witness and martyr 

surrendered his soul into the hands of God. His honored body was burned in the fire and his soul 

departed into the hands of God. Only his sacred head remained intact. It was purchased by a 

devout man for twenty golden coins, by which he bribed the executioner. This honorable relic 

was sent to the Thessalian monastery of our Holy Father Athanasios of the Great Meteoron, where 

it is found to this day, being a source of many miracles, to the glory of Christ, our true God, to 

Whom is due glory unto the ages of ages. Amen. [From Mystagogy] 

 

*  *  * 

THE HOLY NEW MARTYR GEORGE THE TAILOR, ALSO CALLED PAIZAN, OF MYTILENE (+ 1693) 

The Holy New Martyr George, who is also called Paizan, was born on the island of Lesvos, in 

the village of Plagia near the town of Plomari. He was a tailor by trade in Constantinople. For 

unknown reasons he was put to death in Constantinople on the 14th of February in 1693, because 

he refused to abandon his Orthodox Christian faith and submit to Islam. [From Mystagogy] 

  

*  *  * 

THE REPOSE OF OUR FATHER AMONG THE SAINTS CYRIL, THE EQUAL TO THE APOSTLES 

AND ENLIGHTENER OF THE SLAVS 

Saint Cyril Equal of the Apostles, Teacher of the Slavs (Constantine in the schema), and his 

older brother Methodius (April 6), were Slavs, born in Macedonia in the city of Thessalonica.  

Saint Cyril received the finest of educations, and from the age of fourteen he was raised with 

the son of the emperor. Later, he was ordained as a priest. Upon his return to Constantinople, he 

worked as a librarian of the cathedral church, and as a professor of philosophy. Saint Cyril suc-

cessfully held debates with iconoclast heretics and with Moslems.  

Yearning for solitude, he went to Mount Olympos to his older brother Methodius, but his soli-

tude lasted only a short while. Both brothers were sent by the emperor Michael on a missionary 

journey to preach Christianity to the Khazars in the year 857. Along the way they stopped at 

Cherson and discovered the relics of the Hieromartyr Clement of Rome (November 25).  

Arriving at the territory of the Khazars, the holy brothers spoke with them about the Christian 

Faith. Persuaded by the preaching of Saint Cyril, the Khazar prince together with all his people 

accepted Christianity. The grateful prince wanted to reward the preachers with rich presents, but 



10 

 

they refused this and instead asked the prince to free and send home with them all the Greek 

captives. Saint Cyril returned to Constantinople together with 200 such captives set free.  

In the year 862 began the chief exploit of the holy brothers. At the request of Prince Rostislav, 

the emperor sent them to Moravia to preach Christianity in the Slavic language. Saints Cyril and 

Methodius by a revelation from God compiled a Slavonic alphabet and translated the Gospel, 

Epistles, the Psalter and many Service books into the Slavonic language. They introduced divine 

services in Slavonic.  

The holy brothers were then summoned to Rome at the invitation of the Roman Pope. Pope 

Adrian received them with great honor, since they brought with them the relics of the Hieromartyr 

Clement. Sickly by nature and in poor health, Saint Cyril soon fell ill from his many labors, and 

after taking the schema, he died in the year 869 at the age of forty-two. Before his death, he 

expressed his wish for his brother to continue the Christian enlightenment of the Slavs. Saint 

Cyril was buried in the Roman church of Saint Clement, whose own relics also rest there, brought 

to Italy from Cherson by the Enlighteners of the Slavs. [From oca.org] 

 

THE LITTLE DISMISSAL 

The Leader bows toward the icon of Christ on the iconostasis, saying: 

Leader: Glory to thee, O Christ our God and our Hope, glory to thee. 

All: Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever, and unto ages 

of ages. Amen. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. O Lord, bless. 

Leader: O Thou Who rose again from the dead, Christ our true God, through the intercessions of 

his all-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother; of our venerable and God-bearing fathers; of 

the Holy Myrrh-Bearer and Equal to the Apostles Mary Magdalene, protector of this community; 

of the Venerable Auxentios the priest of Bithynia; Venerable Abraham and Maron of Syria; New-

martyrs Nicholas of Corinth and George the tailor of Mitylene; and Venerable Cyril, Equal-to-

the-Apostles and enlightener of the Slavs, whose memory we celebrate today, and of all the saints: 

have mercy on us, and save us, for Thou art good and lovest mankind. 
 

Then, facing the icon of Christ, on the iconostasis, the Leader says: 

Leader: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy on us, 

and save us.  

All: Amen. 


