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Due to copyright restrictions, these works may not be further reproduced, 

beyond printing out a single copy for personal non-commercial use. 

 

READER’S TYPIKA ON SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2021 

(37th Sunday after Pentecost) 

The Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee 

 
Leader: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy on us, 

and save us. 

Reader: Amen.  

THE TRISAGION PRAYERS 

People: Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have mercy on us. (Thrice) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages.  Amen 

All-holy Trinity, have mercy on us. Lord, cleanse us from our sins. Master, pardon our iniqui-

ties. Holy One, visit and heal our infirmities for thy Name’s sake. 

Lord, have mercy.  (Thrice) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages.  Amen 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done on 

earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil 

one. 

Leader:  O Lord, Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on us.  

All: Amen. 

Reader: Lord, have mercy.  (12 times) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages.  Amen. 

O come, let us worship and fall down before God our King. 

O come, let us worship and fall down before Christ, our King and our God. 

O come, let us worship and fall down before the Very Christ, our King and our God. 

 

THE FIRST ANTIPHON: PSALM 102 

Reader: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me bless His holy name. Bless the Lord, 

O my soul, and forget not all that He hath done for thee, Who is gracious unto all thine iniquities, 

Who healeth all thine infirmities, Who redeemeth thy life from corruption, Who crowneth thee 

with mercy and compassion, Who fulfilleth thy desire with good things; thy youth shall be re-

newed as the eagle's. The Lord performeth deeds of mercy, and executeth judgement for all them 

that are wronged. He hath made His ways known unto Moses, unto the sons of Israel the things 

that He hath willed. Compassionate and merciful is the Lord, long-suffering and plenteous in 

mercy; not unto the end will He be angered, neither unto eternity will He be wroth. Not according 

to our iniquities hath He dealt with us, neither according to our sins hath He rewarded us. For 

according to the height of heaven from the earth, the Lord hath made His mercy to prevail over 



2 

 

them that fear Him. As far as the east is from the west, so far hath He removed our iniquities from 

us. Like as a father hath compassion upon his sons, so hath the Lord had compassion upon them 

that fear Him; for He knoweth whereof we are made, He hath remembered that we are dust. As 

for man, his days are as the grass; as a flower of the field, so shall he blossom forth. For when the 

wind is passed over it, then it shall be gone, and no longer will it know the place thereof. But the 

mercy of the Lord is from eternity, even unto eternity, upon them that fear Him. And His right-

eousness is upon sons of sons, upon them that keep His testament and remember His command-

ments to do them. The Lord in heaven hath prepared His throne, and His kingdom ruleth over all. 

Bless the Lord, all ye His angels, mighty in strength, that perform His word, to hear the voice of 

His words. Bless the Lord, all ye His hosts, His ministers that do His will. Bless the Lord, all ye 

His works, in every place of His dominion.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages.  Amen. 

And again: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me bless His holy Name; blessed 

art Thou, O Lord. 

THE SECOND ANTIPHON: PSALM 145 

Reader: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

Praise the Lord, O my soul. I will praise the Lord in my life, I will chant unto my God for as long 

as I have my be-ing. Trust ye not in princes, in the sons of men, in whom there is no salvation. 

His spirit shall go forth, and he shall return unto his earth. In that day all his thoughts shall perish. 

Blessed is he of whom the God of Jacob is his help, whose hope is in the Lord his God, Who hath 

made heaven and the earth, the sea and all that is therein, Who keepeth truth unto eternity, Who 

executeth judgement for the wronged, Who giveth food unto the hungry. The Lord looseth the 

fettered; the Lord maketh wise the blind; the Lord setteth aright the fallen; the Lord loveth the 

righteous; the Lord preserveth the proselytes. He shall adopt for His own the orphan and widow, 

and the way of sinners shall He destroy. The Lord shall be king unto eternity; thy God, O Sion, 

unto generation and generation.  

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

THE HYMN OF JUSTINIAN 

Choir: Only-begotten Son and Word of God, who art im-mortal, who for our salvation willed to 

be incarnate of the Holy Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary, and without change became man; and 

wast crucified, O Christ our God, and trampled down death by death; who art one of the Holy 

Trinity, glorified together with the Father and the Holy Spirit: save us. 

 

THE BEATITUDES IN TONE FOUR 

In Thy kingdom remember us, O Lord, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 

• Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

• Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be comforted. 

For the Resurrection in Tone Four 

Verse 10: Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 

Through a tree, Adam was deprived of his home in Paradise; while through the wood of the Cross, 

the thief went there to dwell. For the one by tasting set aside the commandment of the Maker, 

while the other, crucified with Him, confessed the hidden God crying aloud: Remember me, in 

Thy Kingdom. 
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Verse 9: Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled. 

Lifted upon the Cross, Thou O Lord as God, hast both destroyed the power of death and blotted 

out the handwriting against us. Do Thou Who alone lovest mankind, grant us the repentance of 

the thief as we serve Thee with faith, O Christ our God, and cry to Thee: Remember us also in 

Thy Kingdom. 

Verse 8: Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. 

Crucified and rising from the tomb in power on the third day, with Thyself hast Thou, only Im-

mortal, raised Adam, the first-formed man. Make me also worthy, O Lord, to turn to repentance 

from my whole heart and with warm faith ever to cry to Thee: Remember me, O Saviour, in Thy 

Kingdom. 

Verse 7: Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 

Thou hast torn to pieces on the Cross, the handwriting against us and counted among the dead, 

Thou hast bound yonder tyrant, delivering all from the bonds of hell by Thy Resurrection. 

Through it we have been enlightened and cry aloud to Thee, Lord Who lovest mankind: Remem-

ber us also in Thy Kingdom. 

Verse 6: Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the sons of God. 

For our sake He Who is without passion, became a suffering man and nailed upon the Cross of 

His own will, He raised us with Himself. Therefore with the Cross we glorify the Passion and the 

Resurrection through which we have both been made anew and through which we have been 

saved, crying: Remember us also in Thy Kingdom. 

Verse 5: Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom 

of heaven. 

Let us entreat with faith Him rising from the dead despoiling the power of hell, Who was seen by 

the women bearing myrrh and said to them: Hail!, for our souls always to be delivered from 

corruption, crying at all times to Him with the gracious voice of the thief: Remember us also in 

Thy Kingdom. 

For the Publican and the Pharisee1 in Tone Six 

Verse 4: Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner 

of evil against you falsely, for my sake.  

The Publican and the Pharisee ran the race of life together, but the one was overcome by foolish 

pride and brought to shameful shipwreck, while the other was saved by humility. 

Verse 3: Rejoice, and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in the heavens.  

Changing to a righteous course of life, let us emulate the wisdom of the Publican and flee from 

the hateful conceit of the Pharisee; and so let us attain to life. 

Verse 2: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

Let us eagerly follow the ways of Jesus the Savior and His humility, if we desire to attain the 

everlasting tabernacle of joy and to dwell in the land of the living. 

Verse 1: Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 

I was created naked in innocence and simplicity; then the enemy clothed me in the raiment of 

transgression and the grossness of the flesh.  But now through thy mediation, O Maiden, I am 

saved. 

  

 
1 These troparia are from 6th Ode of the Matins canon (cf. St. Sabbas Typikon). 
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THE SUNDAY EISODIKON 

Verse: O come, let us worship and fall down before Christ. 

Choir: Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead; who sing to Thee. Alleluia, Alleluia, 

Alleluia. 

Apolytikia: 

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE FOUR 

Having learned the joyful message of the Resurrection from the angel the women disciples of the 

Lord cast from them their parental condemnation. And proudly broke the news to the Disciples, 

saying: Death hath been spoiled; Christ God is risen, granting the world Great Mercy. 

APOLYTIKION OF ST. MARY MAGDALENE IN TONE ONE 

(**The soldiers standing guard**) 

When Christ God had been born for our sakes from the Virgin, thou faith-fully didst follow Him, 

keeping His statutes and heeding His sacred laws, O august Mary Magdalene. Hence, as we today 

observe thy holy remembrance, we receive the loosing of our sins and transgressions through thy 

holy prayer(s) for us. 

THE TRISAGION HYMN 

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal have mercy on us. (thrice) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever, and unto the ages 

of ages. Amen. 

Holy Immortal have mercy on us. 

Holy God, Holy mighty, Holy Immortal have mercy on us. 

 

THE APOSTOLOS & THE GOSPEL 

PROKEIMENON,2 TONE 4 

How magnified are Thy works, O Lord! In wisdom hast Thou made them all. (Ps.103:26a) 

{twice} 

Verse: Bless the Lord, O my soul; O Lord my God, Thou hast been magnified exceedingly. 

(Ps.103:1) 

How magnified are Thy works, O Lord! In wisdom hast Thou made them all. 

SUNDAY APOSTOLOS: 

Reader: The reading is from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to Timothy §296 (3:10-15). 

Timothy my son, you have observed my teaching, my conduct, my aim in life, my faith, my 

patience, my love, my steadfastness, my persecutions, and my sufferings; and what befell me at 

Antioch, at Iconium, and at Lystra. What persecutions I endured; yet from them all, the Lord 

rescued me. Indeed all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, while 

evil men and impostors will go on from bad to worse, deceivers and deceived. But as for you, 

continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it 

and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings which are able to 

instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 

 

 
2 The Prokeimenon & Alleluia shown here (the usual ones for Sunday with tone 5) are according to Greek & St. Sabbas’ Typikons. 

However, the Antiochian practice and the English translation of the Lenten Triodion indicate that on this particular Sunday one should 

use the Prokeimenon & Alleluia for a Sunday with tone 8. Most likely, this is an error coming from the fact that the Epistle read on the 

Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee is identical to the one marked for 33rd Sunday after Pentecost (which would fall on a Sunday 

with tone 8).   
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ALLELUIA, IN TONE 4 

Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  

Verse 1: Bend Thy bow, and proceed prosperously, and be king, because of truth and meekness 

and righteousness. (Ps.44:3b) 

Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  

Verse 2: Thou hast loved righteousness and hated iniquity. Wherefore God, Thy God, hath 

anointed Thee with the oil of gladness more than Thy fellows. (Ps.44:6) 

Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  

SUNDAY GOSPEL:  

Reader: The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke §89 (18:10-14). 

Choir: Glory the Thee O Lord, Glory to Thee.  

Reader: The Lord spoke this parable: “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee 

and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, ‘God, I thank Thee 

that I am not like other men, extortionists, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. I fast 

twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.’ But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even 

lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a sinner!’ I tell you, 

this man went down to his house justified rather than the other; for every one who exalts himself 

will be humbled, but he who humbles himself will be exalted.” 

Choir: Glory the Thee O Lord, Glory to Thee.  

Then we sing the following, in tone 6 

Choir: Remember us, O Lord, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 

• Remember us, O Master, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 

• Remember us, O Holy One, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 

The heavenly choir praiseth Thee and saith: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth; heaven and earth 

are full of Thy glory. 

Verse: Come unto Him, and be enlightened and your faces shall not be ashamed. 

The heavenly choir praiseth Thee and saith: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth; heaven and earth 

are full of Thy glory. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

The choir of Holy angels and archangels, with all the heavenly hosts praiseth Thee and saith: 

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth; heaven and earth are full of Thy glory. 

Both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages.  Amen. 

 

THE SYMBOL OF FAITH 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible 

and invisible; 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Only-begotten, Begotten of the Father before 

all worlds, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, Begotten, not made; of one essence with the 

Father, by whom all things were made: Who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven, and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and was made man; And was 

crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate, and suffered and was buried; And the third day He rose 

again, according to the Scriptures; And ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of the 

Father; And He shall come again with glory to judge the living and the dead, Whose kingdom 

shall have no end. 



6 

 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life, Who proceedeth from the Father, 

Who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified, Who spake by the Proph-

ets;  

And I believe in One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the 

remission of sins. I look for the Resurrection of the dead, And the Life of the world to come. 

Amen. 

Leader: Remit, pardon, forgive, O God, our offenses, both voluntary and involuntary, in deed and 

word, in knowledge and ignorance, by day and by night, in mind and thought; forgive us all 

things, for Thou art good and the Lover of mankind. 

All: Amen 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done on 

earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil 

one. 

Leader: O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on us. 

All: Amen. 

Kontakia: 

KONTAKION FOR THE PHARISEE AND PUBLICAN IN TONE FOUR 

(**On this day Thou hast appeared**) 

Let us flee the Pharisee’s * conceited vaunting; * let us learn the Publican’s * humility, and cry 

with groans * unto the Savior: Thou Who alone * art swiftly reconciled, be gracious unto us. 

 

Leader: Lord, have mercy.  (12 times) 

O All-Holy Trinity, the consubstantial dominion, the indivisible Kingdom, and cause of every 

Good: Show Thy good will even unto me a sinner; make steadfast my heart and grant it under-

standing, and take away mine every defilement; enlighten my mind that I may glorify, hymn, 

worship, and say: 

Choir: One is Holy, One is Lord, Jesus Christ, to the Glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 

PSALM 33 

Reader: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto 

ages of ages.  Amen 

I will bless the Lord at all times, His praise shall continually be in my mouth. In the Lord shall 

my soul be praised; let the meek hear and be glad. O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt 

His name together. I sought the Lord, and He heard me, and delivered me from all my tribulations. 

Come unto Him, and be enlightened, and your faces shall not be ashamed. This poor man cried, 

and the Lord heard him, and saved him out of all his tribulations. The angel of the Lord will 

encamp round about them that fear Him, and will deliver them. O taste and see that the Lord is 

good; blessed is the man that hopeth in Him. O fear the Lord, all ye His saints; for there is no 

want to them that fear Him. Rich men have turned poor and gone hungry; but they that seek the 

Lord shall not be deprived of any good thing. Come ye children, hearken unto me; I will teach 

you the fear of the Lord. What man is there that desireth life, who loveth to see good days? Keep 

thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking guile. Turn away from evil, and do good; seek 

peace, and pursue it. The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and His ears are opened unto 

their supplication. The face of the Lord is against them that do evil, utterly to destroy the 
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remembrance of them from the earth. The righteous cried, and the Lord heard them, and He de-

livered them out of all their tribulations. The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a contrite heart, 

and He will save the humble of spirit. Many are the tribulations of the righteous, and the Lord 

shall deliver them out of them all. The Lord keepeth all their bones, not one of them shall be 

broken. The death of sinners is evil, and they that hate the righteous shall do wrong. The Lord 

will redeem the souls of His servants, and none of them will do wrong that hope in Him.  

THE HYMN TO THE THEOTOKOS 

It is truly meet and right to bless thee, O Theotokos, who art ever blessed and all-blameless, and 

the Mother of our God. More honourable than the cherubim and more glorious beyond compare 

than the seraphim, thou who without corruption bearest God the Word and art truly Theotokos: 

We magnify thee. 

READING(S)  

THE BEGINNING OF THE TRIODION: SUNDAY OF THE PUBLICAN AND PHARISEE 

The Pharisees were an ancient and outstanding sect among the Jews known for their diligent 

observance of the outward matters of the Law. Although, according to the word of our Lord, they 

“did all their works to be seen of men” (Matt. 23:5), and were hypocrites (ibid. 23:13, 14, 15, 

etc.), because of the apparent holiness of their lives they were thought by all to be righteous, and 

separate from others, which is what the name Pharisee means. On the other hand, Publicans, 

collectors of the royal taxes, committed many injustices and extortions for filthy lucre’s sake, and 

all held them to be sinners and unjust. It was therefore according to common opinion that the 

Lord Jesus in His parable signified a virtuous person by a Pharisee, and a sinner by a Publican, 

to teach His disciples the harm of pride and the profit of humble-mindedness. 

Since the chief weapon for virtue is humility, and the greatest hindrance to it is pride, the divine 

Fathers have set these three weeks before the Forty-day Fast as a preparation for the spiritual 

struggles of virtue. This present week they have called Harbinger, since it declares that the Fast 

is approaching; and they set humility as the foundation for all our spiritual labors by appointing 

that the parable of the Publican and the Pharisee be read today, even before the Fast begins, to 

teach, through the vaunting of the Pharisee, that the foul smoke of self-esteem and the stench of 

boasting drives away the grace of the Spirit, strips man of all his virtue, and casts him into the 

pits of Hades; and, through the repentance and contrite prayer of the Publican, that humility con-

fers upon the sinner forgiveness of all his wicked deeds and raises him up to the greatest height. 

All foods allowed the week that follows this Sunday. [From tyoos.org] 

 

* * * 

OUR RIGHTEOUS FATHER TIMOTHY OF SYMBOLA 

Saint Timothy of Symbola was of Italian descent. He became a monk at a young age and pursued 

asceticism at a monastery called “Symbola”, in Asia Minor near Mount Olympus. At that time 

Theoctistus was the archimandrite of the monastery. Saint Timothy was the disciple of Theoctis-

tus and also of Saint Platon of the Studion Monastery (April 5).  

Attaining a high degree of spiritual perfection, he received from God the gift of healing the sick 

and casting out unclean spirits. He spent many years as a hermit, roaming the wilderness, the 

mountains and forests, both day and night offering up prayer to the Lord God. He died at a great 

old age, in the year 795. [From oca.org] 

* * * 
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OUR FATHER AMONG THE SAINTS EUSTATHIUS, ARCHBISHOP OF ANTIOCH 

Saint Eustathius, Archbishop of Antioch (323-331) was born in Side, Pamphylia in 324. He was 

Bishop of Beroea (modern Aleppo), and enjoyed the love and esteem of the people, and at the 

request of his flock he was elevated by the Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council (325) to the 

See of Antioch.  

Saint Eustathius was a learned theologian, and was also distinguished by his broad knowledge 

in secular sciences. When the heresy of Arius began to spread in the East (Arianism denied the 

consubstantiality of the Son of God with the Father), Saint Eustathius struggled zealously for the 

purity of the Orthodox Faith through his words and his writings.  

The First Ecumenical Council was convened in the year 325 by the holy God-crowned Emperor 

Constantine the Great (306-337). The first to preside over this Council was Saint Eustathius. The 

Council condemned the heretical teachings of Arius and incorporated the Orthodox confession 

into the Symbol of Faith (the Nicene Creed).  

But the mad Arius, as Saint Eustathius called him, refused to renounce his errors. He and those 

who shared his opinion were excommunicated from the Church by the Council. Among the bish-

ops who signed the Nicene Symbol of Faith were some who sympathized with the heresy of 

Arius, but signed the Acts of the Council through fear of excommunication.  

After the Council, his enemies plotted against Saint Eustathius. With great cunning they gained 

his consent to convene a local Council at Antioch. Having bribed a certain profligate woman, 

they persuaded her to appear at the Council with an infant at her breast, and falsely declare that 

Saint Eustathius was the father of the infant.  

The Arians declared Saint Eustathius deposed, violating the Apostolic Rule that accusations 

against the clergy must be substantiated by two witnesses. Without a trial he was sent off into 

exile in Thrace. But the lie was soon unmasked: the woman repented after falling grievously ill. 

She summoned the clergy, and in the presence of many people, she confessed her sin.  

Saint Constantine the Great died around this time, and his son Constantius (337-361), who 

shared the heretical views of Arius and favored the Arian bishops, succeeded his father on the 

throne. Even in exile, Saint Eustathius struggled for Orthodoxy with the same zeal. He died in 

exile, in the city of Philippi or Trajanopolis, in the year 337.  

Convened in the year 381 at Constaninople, the Second Ecumenical Council confirmed the Or-

thodox Symbol of Faith, which Saint Eustathius had so vigorously defended. The Arian heresy 

was once again anthematized.  

In the year 482 the relics of Saint Eustathius were reverently transferred from Philippi to Anti-

och, to the great joy of the people of Antioch, who had not ceased to honor and love their patri-

arch.  

Saint Eustathius was esteemed by the great hierarchs of the fourth century: Basil the Great, John 

Chrysostom, Athanasius of Alexandria, Epiphanius of Cyprus, Anastasius of Sinai, and Jerome 

of Stridonia. The renowned church historian Bishop Theodoret of Cyrrhus calls Saint Eustathius 

a pillar of the Church and a man of piety, of equal stature with Saint Athanasius of Alexandria 

and the other bishops at the forefront of the struggle for Orthodoxy. [From oca.org] 

* * * 

SAINT ZACHARIAS, PATRIARCH OF JERUSALEM 

Saint Zacharias, Patriarch of Jerusalem, lived from the end of the sixth to the early seventh 

centuries. He became Patriarch of Jerusalem in 609. In the year 614 the Persian emperor Chosroes 

fell upon Jerusalem, looted it, and led many Christians into captivity, including Saint Zacharias.  
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Chosroes also captured the Life-Creating Cross of Christ. During the invasion, as many as 

90,000 Christians perished. Afterwards Chosroes was compelled to sue for peace with the Byz-

antine Emperor Heraclius (610-641). The Cross of the Lord was returned to Jerusalem. The Chris-

tian captives who remained alive also were returned, among them Patriarch Zacharias, who died 

peacefully in the year 633. [From oca.org] 

* * * 

OUR FATHER AMONG THE SAINTS GEORGE, BISHOP OF AMASTRIS 

Saint George was born at Kromne near Amastris in Paphlagonia on the Black Sea in 750. He 

was the son of pious parents, Theodosios and Megethousa. After completing his primary studies 

in his homeland, he left for the mountain of Syrikēs, or Sērikḗs (Συρίκης ή Σηρικής). There he 

found an old ascetic who taught him about the solitary life and tonsured him. 

After the repose of his Elder, George went to Vonitsa in Akarnania, where he continued his 

ascetical struggles. 

In 788, the Bishop of Amastris fell asleep in the Lord, and the Church rewarded George's vir-

tues. Against his will, he was elected as the Bishop of that city, but in the end he submitted to this 

as God's will. He was consecrated at Constantinople by Patriarch Tarasios (February 25). 

Upon his return to Amastris, Saint George was like a lamp which is not placed under a bushel, 

but put on a lampstand, so that it gives light to all those in the house (Matthew 5:15). He instructed 

his flock, he beautified several churches, defended widows and orphans, and fed the poor. In all 

things, he was an example of a God-pleasing life. 

By the power of his prayers he drove away the Saracens who were ravaging the countryside 

near Amastris. He also rescued some Amastrian merchants who had been wrongfully condemned 

to death in the city of Trebizond. 

He also composed several Canons in honor of the Saints, which are sung on February 7 and 26; 

April 13; August 1; October 8, etc. 

Saint George went to the Lord peacefully in 805, during the reign of Emperor Nikēphoros I, 

after shepherding the flock which had been entrusted to him by Christ in a God-pleasing manner. 

He performed many miracles, both during his lifetime, and after his blessed repose. [From 

oca.org] 

THE LITTLE DISMISSAL 

The Leader bows toward the icon of Christ on the iconostasis, saying: 

Leader: Glory to thee, O Christ our God and our Hope, glory to thee. 

All: Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever, and unto ages 

of ages. Amen. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. O Lord, bless. 

Leader: O Thou Who rose again from the dead, Christ our true God, through the intercessions of 

his all-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother; of our venerable and God-bearing Fathers; of 

the Holy Myrrh-Bearer and Equal to the Apostles Mary Magdalene, protector of this community; 

of the Venerable Timothy of Symbola; Eustathios, archbishop of Antioch; Zachariah, patriarch 

of Jerusalem; and George, bishop of Amastris, whose memory we celebrate today, and of all the 

saints: have mercy on us, and save us, for Thou art good and lovest mankind. 
 

Then, facing the icon of Christ, on the iconostasis, the Leader says: 

Leader: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy on us, 

and save us.  

All: Amen. 


