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READER’S TYPIKA ON SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2021 

(38th Sunday after Pentecost) 

The Sunday of the Prodigal Son 

 
Leader: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy on us, 

and save us. 

Reader: Amen.  

THE TRISAGION PRAYERS 

People: Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have mercy on us. (Thrice) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages.  Amen 

All-holy Trinity, have mercy on us. Lord, cleanse us from our sins. Master, pardon our iniqui-

ties. Holy One, visit and heal our infirmities for thy Name’s sake. 

Lord, have mercy.  (Thrice) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages.  Amen 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done on 

earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil 

one. 

Leader:  O Lord, Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on us.  

All: Amen. 

Reader: Lord, have mercy.  (12 times) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages.  Amen. 

O come, let us worship and fall down before God our King. 

O come, let us worship and fall down before Christ, our King and our God. 

O come, let us worship and fall down before the Very Christ, our King and our God. 

 

THE FIRST ANTIPHON: PSALM 102 

Reader: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me bless His holy name. Bless the Lord, 

O my soul, and forget not all that He hath done for thee, Who is gracious unto all thine iniquities, 

Who healeth all thine infirmities, Who redeemeth thy life from corruption, Who crowneth thee 

with mercy and compassion, Who fulfilleth thy desire with good things; thy youth shall be re-

newed as the eagle's. The Lord performeth deeds of mercy, and executeth judgement for all them 

that are wronged. He hath made His ways known unto Moses, unto the sons of Israel the things 

that He hath willed. Compassionate and merciful is the Lord, long-suffering and plenteous in 

mercy; not unto the end will He be angered, neither unto eternity will He be wroth. Not according 

to our iniquities hath He dealt with us, neither according to our sins hath He rewarded us. For 

according to the height of heaven from the earth, the Lord hath made His mercy to prevail over 

them that fear Him. As far as the east is from the west, so far hath He removed our iniquities from 
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us. Like as a father hath compassion upon his sons, so hath the Lord had compassion upon them 

that fear Him; for He knoweth whereof we are made, He hath remembered that we are dust. As 

for man, his days are as the grass; as a flower of the field, so shall he blossom forth. For when the 

wind is passed over it, then it shall be gone, and no longer will it know the place thereof. But the 

mercy of the Lord is from eternity, even unto eternity, upon them that fear Him. And His right-

eousness is upon sons of sons, upon them that keep His testament and remember His command-

ments to do them. The Lord in heaven hath prepared His throne, and His kingdom ruleth over all. 

Bless the Lord, all ye His angels, mighty in strength, that perform His word, to hear the voice of 

His words. Bless the Lord, all ye His hosts, His ministers that do His will. Bless the Lord, all ye 

His works, in every place of His dominion.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages.  Amen. 

And again: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me bless His holy Name; blessed 

art Thou, O Lord. 

THE SECOND ANTIPHON: PSALM 145 

Reader: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

Praise the Lord, O my soul. I will praise the Lord in my life, I will chant unto my God for as long 

as I have my be-ing. Trust ye not in princes, in the sons of men, in whom there is no salvation. 

His spirit shall go forth, and he shall return unto his earth. In that day all his thoughts shall perish. 

Blessed is he of whom the God of Jacob is his help, whose hope is in the Lord his God, Who hath 

made heaven and the earth, the sea and all that is therein, Who keepeth truth unto eternity, Who 

executeth judgement for the wronged, Who giveth food unto the hungry. The Lord looseth the 

fettered; the Lord maketh wise the blind; the Lord setteth aright the fallen; the Lord loveth the 

righteous; the Lord preserveth the proselytes. He shall adopt for His own the orphan and widow, 

and the way of sinners shall He destroy. The Lord shall be king unto eternity; thy God, O Sion, 

unto generation and generation.  

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

THE HYMN OF JUSTINIAN 

Choir: Only-begotten Son and Word of God, who art im-mortal, who for our salvation willed to 

be incarnate of the Holy Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary, and without change became man; and 

wast crucified, O Christ our God, and trampled down death by death; who art one of the Holy 

Trinity, glorified together with the Father and the Holy Spirit: save us. 

 

THE BEATITUDES IN TONE FIVE 

In Thy kingdom remember us, O Lord, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 

• Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

• Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be comforted. 

For the Resurrection in Tone Five 

Verse 10: Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 

The thief on the cross believing Thee to be God confessed Thee earnestly from his heart, crying 

aloud: O Lord, remember me in Thy Kingdom. 

Verse 9: Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled. 

Let us with one accord praise as Saviour and Creator Him Who made life flower for our kind by 

the wood of the Cross and Who withered the curse coming from the tree. 
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Verse 8: Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. 

By Thy death, O Christ, Thou hast destroyed the might of death and hast raised with Thyself 

those dead from the ages praising Thee as our true God and Saviour. 

Verse 7: Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 

The holy women having come to Thy tomb, O Christ, sought to anoint Thee, Giver of life, with 

myrrh and an angel appeared to them crying aloud: The Lord is risen. 

Verse 6: Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the sons of God. 

Thou hast been crucified, O Christ, between two condemned thieves and one of them blasphem-

ing Thee was rightly sentenced while the other, confessing Thee, went to dwell in Paradise. 

Verse 5: Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom 

of heaven. 

The holy women coming to the choir of the apostles lifted their voices crying: Christ is risen. 

Worship ye Him as Master and Creator. 

For the Prodigal Son1 in Tone Two 

Verse 4: Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner 

of evil against you falsely, for my sake.  

The depth of sin ever holds me fast, and the tempest of transgressions overwhelms me. Pilot me, 

O Christ my God, to the haven of life and save me, King of glory. 

Verse 3: Rejoice, and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in the heavens.  

I have wasted in evil living the riches which the Father gave me, and now am brought to poverty.  

I am filled with shame and enslaved to fruitless thoughts.  Therefore I cry to Thee who lovest 

mankind: Take pity on me and save me. 

Verse 2: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

I am wasted with hunger, deprived of every blessing, and an exile from Thy presence, O Christ 

supreme in loving-kindness.  Take pity on me as I now return, and save me as I sing the praises 

of Thy love for mankind. 

Verse 1: Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 

O Maiden who hast conceived Christ the Savior and Master, though in my poverty I lack all good, 

count me worthy of salvation, O pure Virgin, that I may sing the praises of thy majesty. 

THE SUNDAY EISODIKON 

Verse: O come, let us worship and fall down before Christ. 

Choir: Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead; who sing to Thee. Alleluia, Alleluia, 

Alleluia. 

Apolytikia: 

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE FIVE 

Let us believers praise and worship the Word; coeternal with the Father and the Spirit, born of 

the Virgin for our salvation. For, He took pleasure in ascending the Cross in the flesh to suffer 

death; and to raise the dead by His glorious Resurrection. 

APOLYTIKION OF ST. MARY MAGDALENE IN TONE ONE 

(**The soldiers standing guard**) 

When Christ God had been born for our sakes from the Virgin, thou faith-fully didst follow Him, 

keeping His statutes and heeding His sacred laws, O august Mary Magdalene. Hence, as we today 

 
1 These troparia are from 6th Ode of the Matins canon (cf. St. Sabbas Typikon). 
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observe thy holy remembrance, we receive the loosing of our sins and transgressions through thy 

holy prayer(s) for us. 

THE TRISAGION HYMN 

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal have mercy on us. (thrice) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever, and unto the ages 

of ages. Amen. 

Holy Immortal have mercy on us. 

Holy God, Holy mighty, Holy Immortal have mercy on us. 

 

THE APOSTOLOS & THE GOSPEL 

PROKEIMENON, TONE 5 

Thou, O Lord, shalt keep us and shalt preserve us from this generation, and for evermore. 

(Ps.11:7) {twice} 

Verse: Save me, O Lord, for a righteous man there is no more; for truths have diminished from 

the sons of men. (Ps.11:1) 

Thou, O Lord, shalt keep us and shalt preserve us from this generation, and for evermore. 

SUNDAY APOSTOLOS: 

Reader: The reading is from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians §135 (6:12-20). 

Brethren, all things are lawful for me, but not all things are helpful. All things are lawful for 

me, but I will not be enslaved by anything. Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for 

food; but God will destroy both one and the other. The body is not meant for immorality, but for 

the Lord, and the Lord for the body. And God raised the Lord and will also raise us up by His 

power. Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I therefore take the mem-

bers of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never! Do you not know that he who joins 

himself to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For, as it is written, “The two shall become 

one flesh.” But he who is united to the Lord becomes one spirit with Him. Shun immorality. 

Every other sin which a man commits is outside the body; but the immoral man sins against his 

own body. Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you 

have from God? You are not your own; you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your 

body, and in your spirit, which are God’s. 

ALLELUIA, IN TONE 5 

Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  

Verse 1: Of Thy mercies, O Lord, will I sing for ever. Unto generation and generation will I 

declare Thy truth with my mouth. (Ps.88:1,2) 

Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  

Verse 2: For Thou hast said: Mercy shall be built up for ever. In the heavens shall Thy truth be 

established. (Ps.88:3) 

Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  

SUNDAY GOSPEL:  

Reader: The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke §79 (15:11-32). 

Choir: Glory the Thee O Lord, Glory to Thee.  

Reader: The Lord spoke this parable: “There was a man who had two sons; and the younger of 

them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that falls to me.’ And he divided 

his living between them. Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took his 

journey into a far country, and there he squandered his property in loose living. And when he had 
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spent everything, a great famine arose in that country, and he began to be in want. So he went and 

joined himself to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed swine. 

And he would gladly have fed on the pods that the swine ate; and no one gave him anything. But 

when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have bread enough 

and to spare, but I perish here with hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, 

“Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your 

son; treat me as one of your hired servants.”’ And he arose and came to his father. But while he 

was yet at a distance, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and embraced him and 

kissed him. And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am 

no longer worthy to be called your son.’ But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the 

best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet; and bring the fatted 

calf and kill it, and let us eat and make merry; for this my son was dead, and is alive again; he 

was lost, and is found.’ And they began to make merry.  

Now his elder son was in the field; and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music 

and dancing. And he called one of the servants and asked what this meant. And he said to him, 

‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has received him 

safe and sound.’ But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, 

but he answered his father, ‘Lo, these many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your 

command; yet you never gave me a kid that I might make merry with my friends. But when this 

son of yours came, who has devoured your living with harlots, you killed for him the fatted calf!’ 

And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. It was fitting to 

make merry and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.’” 

Choir: Glory the Thee O Lord, Glory to Thee.  

Then we sing the following, in tone 6 

Choir: Remember us, O Lord, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 

• Remember us, O Master, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 

• Remember us, O Holy One, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 

The heavenly choir praiseth Thee and saith: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth; heaven and earth 

are full of Thy glory. 

Verse: Come unto Him, and be enlightened and your faces shall not be ashamed. 

The heavenly choir praiseth Thee and saith: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth; heaven and earth 

are full of Thy glory. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

The choir of Holy angels and archangels, with all the heavenly hosts praiseth Thee and saith: 

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth; heaven and earth are full of Thy glory. 

Both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages.  Amen. 

 

THE SYMBOL OF FAITH 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible 

and invisible; 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Only-begotten, Begotten of the Father before 

all worlds, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, Begotten, not made; of one essence with the 

Father, by whom all things were made: Who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven, and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and was made man; And was 

crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate, and suffered and was buried; And the third day He rose 
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again, according to the Scriptures; And ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of the 

Father; And He shall come again with glory to judge the living and the dead, Whose kingdom 

shall have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life, Who proceedeth from the Father, 

Who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified, Who spake by the Proph-

ets;  

And I believe in One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the 

remission of sins. I look for the Resurrection of the dead, And the Life of the world to come. 

Amen. 

Leader: Remit, pardon, forgive, O God, our offenses, both voluntary and involuntary, in deed and 

word, in knowledge and ignorance, by day and by night, in mind and thought; forgive us all 

things, for Thou art good and the Lover of mankind. 

All: Amen 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done on 

earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil 

one. 

Leader: O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on us. 

All: Amen. 

Kontakia: 

KONTAKION FOR THE PRODIGAL SON IN TONE THREE 

(**On this day the Virgin**) 

Foolishly I sprang away * from Thy great fatherly glory, * and dispersed in wicked deeds * the 

riches that Thou didst give me. * With the Prodigal I therefore * cry unto Thee now: * I have 

sinned against Thee, O compassionate Father. * But receive me in repentance; * make me as one 

of * Thy hired servants, O Lord. 

 

Leader: Lord, have mercy.  (12 times) 

O All-Holy Trinity, the consubstantial dominion, the indivisible Kingdom, and cause of every 

Good: Show Thy good will even unto me a sinner; make steadfast my heart and grant it under-

standing, and take away mine every defilement; enlighten my mind that I may glorify, hymn, 

worship, and say: 

Choir: One is Holy, One is Lord, Jesus Christ, to the Glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 

PSALM 33 

Reader: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto 

ages of ages.  Amen 

I will bless the Lord at all times, His praise shall continually be in my mouth. In the Lord shall 

my soul be praised; let the meek hear and be glad. O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt 

His name together. I sought the Lord, and He heard me, and delivered me from all my tribulations. 

Come unto Him, and be enlightened, and your faces shall not be ashamed. This poor man cried, 

and the Lord heard him, and saved him out of all his tribulations. The angel of the Lord will 

encamp round about them that fear Him, and will deliver them. O taste and see that the Lord is 

good; blessed is the man that hopeth in Him. O fear the Lord, all ye His saints; for there is no 

want to them that fear Him. Rich men have turned poor and gone hungry; but they that seek the 
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Lord shall not be deprived of any good thing. Come ye children, hearken unto me; I will teach 

you the fear of the Lord. What man is there that desireth life, who loveth to see good days? Keep 

thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking guile. Turn away from evil, and do good; seek 

peace, and pursue it. The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and His ears are opened unto 

their supplication. The face of the Lord is against them that do evil, utterly to destroy the remem-

brance of them from the earth. The righteous cried, and the Lord heard them, and He delivered 

them out of all their tribulations. The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a contrite heart, and He 

will save the humble of spirit. Many are the tribulations of the righteous, and the Lord shall deliver 

them out of them all. The Lord keepeth all their bones, not one of them shall be broken. The death 

of sinners is evil, and they that hate the righteous shall do wrong. The Lord will redeem the souls 

of His servants, and none of them will do wrong that hope in Him.  

THE HYMN TO THE THEOTOKOS 

It is truly meet and right to bless thee, O Theotokos, who art ever blessed and all-blameless, and 

the Mother of our God. More honourable than the cherubim and more glorious beyond compare 

than the seraphim, thou who without corruption bearest God the Word and art truly Theotokos: 

We magnify thee. 

READING(S)  

THE SUNDAY OF THE PRODIGAL SON 

Through the parable of today's Gospel, our Saviour has set forth three things for us: the condi-

tion of the sinner, the rule of repentance, and the greatness of God's compassion. The divine 

Fathers have put this reading the week after the parable of the Publican and Pharisee so that, 

seeing in the person of the Prodigal Son our own wretched condition -- inasmuch as we are sunken 

in sin, far from God and His Mysteries -- we might at last come to our senses and make haste to 

return to Him by repentance during these holy days of the Fast. 

Furthermore, those who have wrought many great iniquities, and have persisted in them for a 

long time, oftentimes fall into despair, thinking that there can no longer be any forgiveness for 

them; and so being without hope, they fall every day into the same and even worse iniquities. 

Therefore, the divine Fathers, that they might root out the passion of despair from the hearts of 

such people, and rouse them to the deeds of virtue, have set the present parable at the forecourts 

of the Fast, to show them the surpassing goodness of God's compassion, and to teach them that 

there is no sin -- no matter how great it may be -- that can overcome at any time His love for man. 

[From tyoos.org] 

* * * 

OUR RIGHTEOUS FATHER BASIL THE CONFESSOR,  

FELLOW ASCETIC OF SAINT PROCOPIUS OF DECAPOLIS 

Saint Basil the Confessor was a monk and suffered during the reign of the iconoclast emperor 

Leo the Isaurian (717-741). When a persecution started against those who venerated holy icons, 

Saint Basil and his companion Saint Procopius of Decapolis (February 27) were subjected to 

much torture and locked up in prison. Here both martyrs languished for a long while, until the 

death of the impious emperor.  

When the holy Confessors Basil and Procopius were set free along with other venerators of holy 

icons, they continued in their monastic struggles, instructing many in the Orthodox Faith and the 

virtuous life. Saint Basil died peacefully in the year 750.  [From oca.org] 

 

* * * 
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THE HOLY HIEROMARTYR PROTERIUS, ARCHBISHOP OF ALEXANDRIA 

The priest Proterius lived in Alexandria during the patriarchal tenure of Dioscorus (444-451), 

an adherent of the Monophysite heresy of Eutyches. Proterius fearlessly denounced the heretics 

and confessed the Orthodox Faith.  

In 451 at the Fourth Ecumenical Council of Chalcedon, the heresy of Eutyches was condemned 

and the teaching of Christ as Perfect God and Perfect Man, existing in these two natures “uncon-

fusedly” and “indivisibly” [and “immutably” and “inseparably”] was set forth. The heretic Dios-

corus was deposed and exiled, and Proterius, distinguished for his strict and virtuous life, was 

placed upon the patriarchal throne of Alexandria.  

However, many supporters of Dioscorus remained in Alexandria. Rebelling against the election 

of Proterius, they rioted and burned the soldiers who were sent out to pacify them. The pious 

emperor Marcian (450-457) deprived the Alexandrians of all the privileges they were accustomed 

to, and sent new and reinforced detachments of soldiers. The inhabitants of the city then quieted 

down and begged Patriarch Proterius to intercede with the emperor to restore their former privi-

leges to them. The kindly saint consented and readily obtained their request.  

After the death of Marcian the heretics again raised their heads. Presbyter Menignus (“the Cat”), 

himself striving for the patriarchal dignity, and taking advantage of the absence of the prefect of 

the city, was at the head of the rioters. Saint Proterius decided to leave Alexandria, but that night 

he saw in a dream the holy Prophet Isaiah, who said to him, “Return to the city, I am waiting to 

take you.” The saint realized that this was a prediction of his martyric end. He returned to Alex-

andria and concealed himself in a baptistry.  

The insolent heretics broke into this refuge and killed the Patriarch and six men who were with 

him. The fact that it was Holy Saturday and the Canon of Pascha was being sung did not stop 

them. In their insane hatred they tied a rope to the body of the murdered Patriarch, and dragged 

it through the streets. They beat and lacerated it, and finally they burned it, scattering the ashes 

to the wind.  

The Orthodox reported this to the holy Emperor Leo (457-474) and Saint Anatolius, Patriarch 

of Constantinople (July 3). An army arrived at Alexandria, the rebellion was crushed, and Menig-

nus was brought to trial and exiled.  

Regarding the death of the Hieromartyr Proterius, four Thracian bishops of his time wrote: “We 

consider His Holiness Proterius to be in the ranks and choir of the saints, and we beseech God to 

be compassionate and merciful to us through his prayers.” [From oca.org] 

 

* * * 

OUR RIGHTEOUS MOTHERS KYRA AND MARANA OF BEROEA IN SYRIA 

Saints Marina (Marana) and Kyra (Cyra), sisters by birth, lived during the fourth century in the 

city of Veria (or Berea) in Syria. Their parents were illustrious and rich, but the sisters left home 

and departed the city when they had reached maturity.  

Having cleared off a small plot of land, the holy virgins sealed up the entrance to their refuge 

with rocks and clay, leaving only a narrow opening through which food was passed to them. Their 

little hut had no roof, and so they were exposed to the elements.  

On their bodies they wore heavy iron chains and patiently endured hunger. During a three year 

period, they ate food only once every forty days. Their former servants came to them, wanting to 

join their ascetic life. The saints put them in a separate hut next to their own enclosure and they 

spoke to them through a window, exhorting them to deeds of prayer and fasting.  
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The life of the holy ascetics Marana and Kyra was described by Bishop Theodoret of Cyrrhus 

in his Religiosa Historica. Out of respect for his hierarchical dignity, the holy virgins allowed 

him into their dwelling. Theodoret conversed with them and persuaded them to remove the heavy 

chains they wore under their clothing. Kyra, who was weak in body, was always stooped under 

their weight and was unable to sit upright. Once he left, however, they resumed wearing the 

chains.  

So they lived in asceticism for forty years. They disturbed their solitude only to make a pilgrim-

age to Jerusalem to pray at the Sepulchre of the Lord. During their journey (which took twenty 

days) they ate no food until they had prayed at the Holy Places. On the way back, they also went 

without eating. They did the same thing at another time, when they journeyed to the grave of the 

Protomartyr Thekla (September 24) at Seleucia, Isauria.  

Saints Marana and Kyra died in about the year 450. Their ascetical life equaled that of the great 

male ascetics of the desert, and they received the same crown of victory from Christ the Savior.  

[From oca.org] 

* * * 

THE HOLY APOSTLES NYMPHAS AND EUBULUS OF THE SEVENTY 

The Holy Apostles Nymphas and Eubulus were disciples of the Apostle Paul.  

Nymphas is mentioned by Paul in his epistle to the Colossians (4:15): "Greet Nymphas and the 

church that meets in his house."  

He was a Christian resident in Laodicea, to whom Paul sends salutations in the epistle which he 

wrote from Rome to the Church in Colosse, the latter city being only a very few miles distant 

from Laodicea. Indeed, so near were they, that Paul directs that the Epistle to the Colossians be 

read also in Laodicea. Nymphas was a person of outstanding worth and importance in the Church 

of Laodicea, for he had granted the use of his dwelling-house for the ordinary weekly meetings 

of the Church. The Apostle's salutation is a 3-fold one to the brethren that are in Laodicea, that is 

to the whole of the Christian community in that city, and to Nymphas, and to the church in his 

house. This fact, that the church met there, also shows that Nymphas was a person of some means, 

for a very small house could not have accommodated the Christian men and women who gathered 

together on the first day of every week for the purposes of Christian worship. This fact proves 

him to be a person both of Christian character and of generous feeling.  

Eubulus is mentioned in the Second Epistle to Timothy (4:21): "Eubulus greets you."  

He was one of the members of the Church in Rome at the time of Paul's second imprisonment 

in that city. The Apostle mentions how, at his first answer to the charges brought against him at 

the emperor's tribunal, the Roman Christians as a whole proved disloyal to him "no one took my 

part, but all forsook me" (2 Timothy 4:16). In these circumstances when the desertion of Paul by 

the Christians in Rome was so disheartening, it is pleasing to find that there were some among 

them who were true, and Eubulus was one of these. Paul therefore in writing the last of all his 

epistles sends to Timothy a greeting from Eubulus. Nothing more is known in regard to Eubulus. 

As his name is Greek, which means "prudent" or "good counselor", he was probably a Gentile by 

birth. [From Mystagogy] 

* * * 

THE HOLY NEW VIRGIN-MARTYR KYRANNA OF THESSALONICA (+1751) 

This pious and beautiful maiden lived in a village near Thessalonica. One day a Janissary, come 

to collect taxes, laid eyes on her and was struck by lust. When she refused his advances, the 

wicked official brought her before the judge in Thessalonica and, using other soldiers as false 
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witnesses, said that she had agreed to marry him and to convert to Islam. To all these claims 

Kyranna replied, 'I am a Christian, and I have no bridegroom but Christ, to whom I have offered 

my maidenhood as a dowry. Him I love and for Him I am ready to shed my blood! That is my 

answer; expect no other from me.' Having said this, she 'enclosed herself in silence' (Synaxarion) 

and would testify no more. She was cast into prison, where she was tormented and finally beaten 

to death by her jailer. When she died, a divine Light surrounded her and illumined the entire 

prison. When news of the miracle spread, the shamed Turkish officials handed over her body to 

Christians, who laid it to rest outside the city. [From the Russian Synaxarion] 

 

THE LITTLE DISMISSAL 

The Leader bows toward the icon of Christ on the iconostasis, saying: 

Leader: Glory to thee, O Christ our God and our Hope, glory to thee. 

All: Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever, and unto ages 

of ages. Amen. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. O Lord, bless. 

Leader: O Thou Who rose again from the dead, Christ our true God, through the intercessions of 

his all-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother; of our venerable and God-bearing Fathers; of 

the Holy Myrrh-Bearer and Equal to the Apostles Mary Magdalene, protector of this community; 

of the Venerable Timothy of Symbola; Eustathios, archbishop of Antioch; Zachariah, patriarch 

of Jerusalem; and George, bishop of Amastris, whose memory we celebrate today, and of all the 

saints: have mercy on us, and save us, for Thou art good and lovest mankind. 
 

Then, facing the icon of Christ, on the iconostasis, the Leader says: 

Leader: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy on us, 

and save us.  

All: Amen. 


