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READER’S TYPIKA ON SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2021
(12th Sunday after Pentecost & Sunday before the Exaltation of the Cross)

The Apodosis (Leave-taking) of the Nativity of Our Most Holy Lady, 
the Theotokos and Ever-virgin Mary

Leader: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy on us,
and save us.
Reader: Amen. 

THE TRISAGION PRAYERS
People: Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have mercy on us. (Thrice)

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages
of ages.  Amen

All-holy  Trinity,  have  mercy  on  us.  Lord,  cleanse  us  from our  sins.  Master,  pardon  our
iniquities. Holy One, visit and heal our infirmities for thy Name’s sake.

Lord, have mercy.  (Thrice)
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages

of ages.  Amen
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done on

earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the
evil one.
Leader:  O Lord, Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on us. 
All: Amen.
Reader: Lord, have mercy.  (12 times)

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages
of ages.  Amen.

O come, let us worship and fall down before God our King.
O come, let us worship and fall down before Christ, our King and our God.
O come, let us worship and fall down before the Very Christ, our King and our God.

THE FIRST ANTIPHON: PSALM 102
Reader:  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me bless His holy name. Bless the
Lord, O my soul, and forget not all that He hath done for thee, Who is gracious unto all thine
iniquities,  Who healeth all  thine infirmities,  Who redeemeth thy life  from corruption,  Who
crowneth thee with mercy and compassion,  Who fulfilleth thy desire with good things;  thy
youth shall  be renewed as the eagle's.  The Lord performeth deeds of  mercy, and executeth
judgement for all them that are wronged. He hath made His ways known unto Moses, unto the
sons of Israel the things that He hath willed. Compassionate and merciful is the Lord, long-
suffering and plenteous in mercy; not unto the end will He be angered, neither unto eternity will
He be wroth. Not according to our iniquities hath He dealt with us, neither according to our sins
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hath He rewarded us. For according to the height of heaven from the earth, the Lord hath made
His mercy to prevail over them that fear Him. As far as the east is from the west, so far hath He
removed our iniquities from us. Like as a father hath compassion upon his sons, so hath the
Lord had compassion upon them that fear Him; for He knoweth whereof we are made, He hath
remembered that we are dust. As for man, his days are as the grass; as a flower of the field, so
shall he blossom forth. For when the wind is passed over it, then it shall be gone, and no longer
will it know the place thereof. But the mercy of the Lord is from eternity, even unto eternity,
upon them that fear Him. And His righteousness is upon sons of sons, upon them that keep His
testament and remember His commandments to do them. The Lord in heaven hath prepared His
throne, and His kingdom ruleth over all. Bless the Lord, all ye His angels, mighty in strength,
that perform His word, to hear the voice of His words. Bless the Lord, all ye His hosts, His
ministers that do His will. Bless the Lord, all ye His works, in every place of His dominion. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages
of ages.  Amen

And again: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me bless His holy Name; blessed
art Thou, O Lord.

THE SECOND ANTIPHON: PSALM 145
Reader: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.
Praise the Lord, O my soul. I will praise the Lord in my life, I will chant unto my God for as
long as I have my be-ing. Trust ye not in princes, in the sons of men, in whom there is no
salvation. His spirit shall go forth, and he shall return unto his earth. In that day all his thoughts
shall perish. Blessed is he of whom the God of Jacob is his help, whose hope is in the Lord his
God, Who hath made heaven and the earth, the sea and all that is therein, Who keepeth truth
unto eternity, Who executeth judgement for the wronged, Who giveth food unto the hungry.
The Lord looseth the fettered; the Lord maketh wise the blind; the Lord setteth aright the fallen;
the Lord loveth the righteous; the Lord preserveth the proselytes. He shall adopt for His own the
orphan and widow, and the  way of  sinners  shall  He destroy.  The Lord shall  be king unto
eternity; thy God, O Sion, unto generation and generation. 
Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

THE HYMN OF JUSTINIAN
Choir: Only-begotten Son and Word of God, who art im-mortal, who for our salvation willed to
be incarnate of the Holy Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary, and without change became man; and
wast crucified, O Christ our God, and trampled down death by death; who art one of the Holy
Trinity, glorified together with the Father and the Holy Spirit: save us.

THE BEATITUDES IN TONE   THREE  
In Thy kingdom remember us, O Lord, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom.
Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be comforted.

For the Resurrection in Tone Three
Verse 10: Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.
O Christ, Thou hast cast out of Paradise Adam, the forefather, who had set aside Thy command-
ment. And in Thy compassion, Thou hast made to dwell therein the thief confessing Thee upon
the Cross and crying: Remember me, O Saviour, in Thy Kingdom.
Verse 9: Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled.
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O Giver of life and Lord, Thou hast condemned us having sinned to the curse of death. And suf-
fering in Thy sinless body Thou hast made mortal men live crying: Remember us also in Thy
Kingdom.
Verse 8: Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.
O Lord, risen from the dead, Thou hast raised us from passions by Thy Resurrection. And Thou
hast destroyed all the might of death. Therefore we cry with faith to Thee: Remember us also in
Thy Kingdom.
Verse 7: Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.
By Thy three days' burial hast Thou, making them live, raised those lying dead in hell. And
Thou as good hast poured forth incorruption upon us all who at all times cry with faith: Re-
member us also in Thy Kingdom.
Verse 6: Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the sons of God.
Risen from the tomb, Thou hast first appeared to the women bearing myrrh and hast cried: Hail!
and through them Thou dost make known Thy rising to Thy friends, O Christ: Remember us
also in Thy Kingdom.
Verse 5: Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the king-
dom of heaven.
On  the  mountain,  Moses,  holding  his  arms  outspread  forefigured  the  Cross  and  defeated
Amalek. And we having received it with faith as a strong weapon against devils all cry: Re-
member us also in Thy Kingdom.

For the Nativity of the Theotokos1 in Tone Two
Verse  4:  Blessed are  ye,  when men shall  revile  you,  and persecute  you,  and shall  say  all
manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. 
O Thou who from thy virginal loins ineffably lentest a body unto the Luminary that was before
the sun, even God, Who hath dawned upon us, and dwelt among us in the body: O blessed and
all-pure Theotokos, thee do we magnify.
Verse 3: Rejoice, and be exceeding glad, for great is your reward in the heavens. 
O Thou who from thy virginal loins ineffably lentest a body unto the Luminary that was before
the sun, even God, Who hath dawned upon us, and dwelt among us in the body: O blessed and
all-pure Theotokos, thee do we magnify.
Verse 2: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.
He that made water to gush from the cloven rock for the disobedient people, to our joy granteth
thee to the obedient nations as the fruit of barren loins. As is meet, O immaculate Mother of
God, thee do we magnify.
Verse 1: Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen.
O abrogation of the harsh ancient sentence, uprighting of our first mother, cause of God s kin-
ship with our race, and bridge unto the Creator: O Theotokos, thee do we magnify.

THE SUNDAY EISODIKON

Verse: O come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.
Choir: O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead, save us who sing to Thee: Alleluia, Alleluia,
Alleluia.

Apolytikia:
RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE THREE

1 The Irmos & Troparia from 9th Ode of the 1st Matins canon.
3



Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad, for the Lord hath done a mighty act with His own
arm. He hath trampled down death by death, and become the first-born from the dead. He hath
delivered us from the depths of Hades, granting the world the Great Mercy.

APOLYTIKION OF THE NATIVITY OF THE THEOTOKOS IN TONE FOUR
Thy nativity, O Theotokos, hath proclaimed joy to the whole universe; for from thee did shine 
forth the Sun of justice, Christ our God, annulling the curse, and bestowing the blessing, abol-
ishing death and granting us life everlasting.

APOLYTIKION OF ST. MARY MAGDALENE IN TONE ONE
(**The soldiers standing guard**)

When Christ God had been born for our sakes from the Virgin, thou faithfully didst follow Him,
keeping His statutes and heeding His sacred laws, O august Mary Magdalene. Hence, as we to-
day  observe  thy  holy  remembrance,  we  receive  the  loosing  of  our  sins  and  transgressions
through thy holy prayer(s) for us.

THE TRISAGION HYMN
Holy God, Holy mighty, Holy Immortal have mercy on us. (thrice)
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever, and unto the

ages of ages. Amen.
Holy Immortal have mercy on us.
Holy God, Holy mighty, Holy Immortal have mercy on us.

THE APOSTOLOS & THE GOSPEL
PROKEIMENON, TONE 6

O Lord, save Thy people and bless Thine inheritance. (Ps.27:9a) {twice}
Verse: Unto Thee, O Lord, will I cry; O my God, be not silent unto me. (Ps.27:1a)

O Lord, save Thy people and bless Thine inheritance.
APOSTOLOS FOR THE SUNDAY BEFORE THE CROSS:

Reader: The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians §215 (6:11-18)
Brethren, see with what large letters I am writing to you with my own hand.  It is those who

want to make a good showing in the flesh that would compel you to be circumcised and only in
order that they may not be persecuted for the cross of Christ.  For even those who receive cir-
cumcision do not themselves keep the Law, but they desire to have you circumcised that they
may glory in your flesh.  But far be it from me to glory except in the cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me and I to the world.  For neither circumci-
sion counts for anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation.  Peace and mercy be upon all,
who walk by this rule, upon the Israel of God.  Henceforth let no man trouble me; for I bear on
my body the marks of Jesus.  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brethren.
Amen.

ALLELUIA, IN TONE 1
Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
Verse 1: I have raised up one chosen out of My people. (Ps. 88:18b)
Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
Verse 2: For My hand shall be unto him an ally, and Mine arm shall strengthen him. (Ps. 88:20)
Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

GOSPEL FOR THE SUNDAY BEFORE THE CROSS: 
Reader: The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. John §9 (3:13-17).
Choir: Glory the Thee O Lord, Glory to Thee. 
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Reader: The  Lord  said,  “No one  has  ascended  into  heaven  but  He who descended  from
heaven, the Son of man.  And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son
of man be lifted up, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  For
God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not
perish but have eternal life.  For God sent His Son into the world, not to condemn the world, but
that the world might be saved through Him.”
Choir: Glory the Thee O Lord, Glory to Thee. 

Then we sing the following, in tone 6
Choir: Remember us, O Lord, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom.
 Remember us, O Master, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom.
 Remember us, O Holy One, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom.
The heavenly choir praiseth Thee and saith: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth; heaven and
earth are full of Thy glory.

Verse: Come unto Him, and be enlightened and your faces shall not be ashamed.
The heavenly choir praiseth Thee and saith: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth; heaven and
earth are full of Thy glory.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.
The choir of Holy angels and archangels, with all the heavenly hosts praiseth Thee and saith:
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth; heaven and earth are full of Thy glory.

Both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages.  Amen.

THE SYMBOL OF FAITH
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible

and invisible;
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Only-begotten, Begotten of the Father be-

fore all worlds, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, Begotten, not made; of one essence with
the Father, by whom all things were made: Who for us men and for our salvation came down
from heaven, and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and was made man;
And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate, and suffered and was buried; And the third
day He rose again, according to the Scriptures; And ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the
right hand of the Father; And He shall come again with glory to judge the living and the dead,
Whose kingdom shall have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life, Who proceedeth from the Father,
Who with the Father  and the Son together is  worshipped and glorified,  Who spake by the
Prophets; 

And I believe in One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the
remission of sins. I look for the Resurrection of the dead, And the Life of the world to come.
Amen.
Leader: Remit, pardon, forgive, O God, our offenses, both voluntary and involuntary, in deed
and word, in knowledge and ignorance, by day and by night, in mind and thought; forgive us all
things, for Thou art good and the Lover of mankind.
All: Amen

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done on
earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
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forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the
evil one.
Leader: O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on us.
All: Amen.

Kontakia:
KONTAKION OF THE RESURRECTION IN TONE THREE

(**On this day the Virgin**)
On this day didst Thou arise * out of the grave and didst lead us * from the bars and gates of
death, * Thou Who art great in compassion. * On this day, both Adam danceth * and Eve re-
joiceth; * and with them, all of the Patriarchs and the Prophets * chant unceasing hymns in
praise of * the godly power * of Thy dominion and might.

KONTAKION OF THE NATIVITY OF THE THEOTOKOS IN TONE FOUR
By thy holy nativity, O pure one, Joachim and Anna were delivered from the reproach of bar-
renness; and Adam and Eve were delivered from the corruption of death; thy people do cele-
brate it, having been saved from the stain of iniquity, crying unto thee: The barren doth give
birth to the Theotokos, who nourisheth our life.

Leader: Lord, have mercy.  (12 times)
O All-Holy Trinity, the consubstantial dominion, the indivisible Kingdom, and cause of every

Good:  Show Thy good will  even unto  me a  sinner;  make  steadfast  my heart  and  grant  it
understanding, and take away mine every defilement; enlighten my mind that I may glorify,
hymn, worship, and say:
Choir: One is Holy, One is Lord, Jesus Christ, to the Glory of God the Father.  Amen.

PSALM 33
Reader: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and
unto ages of ages.  Amen

I will bless the Lord at all times, His praise shall continually be in my mouth. In the Lord shall
my soul be praised; let the meek hear and be glad. O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt
His name together. I sought the Lord, and He heard me, and delivered me from all my tribula-
tions. Come unto Him, and be enlightened, and your faces shall not be ashamed. This poor man
cried, and the Lord heard him, and saved him out of all his tribulations. The angel of the Lord
will encamp round about them that fear Him, and will deliver them. O taste and see that the
Lord is good; blessed is the man that hopeth in Him. O fear the Lord, all ye His saints; for there
is no want to them that fear Him. Rich men have turned poor and gone hungry; but they that
seek the Lord shall not be deprived of any good thing. Come ye children, hearken unto me; I
will teach you the fear of the Lord. What man is there that desireth life, who loveth to see good
days? Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking guile. Turn away from evil, and do
good; seek peace, and pursue it. The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and His ears are
opened unto their supplication. The face of the Lord is against them that do evil, utterly to de-
stroy the remembrance of them from the earth. The righteous cried, and the Lord heard them,
and He delivered them out of all their tribulations. The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a con-
trite heart, and He will save the humble of spirit. Many are the tribulations of the righteous, and
the Lord shall deliver them out of them all. The Lord keepeth all their bones, not one of them
shall be broken. The death of sinners is evil, and they that hate the righteous shall do wrong.
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The Lord will redeem the souls of His servants, and none of them will do wrong that hope in
Him. 

THE HYMN TO THE THEOTOKOS
Instead of  “It is truly meet…” we sing the Megalynarion & the Irmos of the 9th ode of the sec-

ond Matins canon, in tone 8
Magnify, O my soul, the Virgin Mary, born of a barren womb.

Verily, virginity, O Theotokos, is impossible for a mother, as birth-giving is impossible for vir-
gins. Yet in thee hath the dispensation of both been accomplished. Wherefore, all we families of
the earth do ceaselessly bless thee.

READING(S) 
THE NATIVITY OF OUR MOST HOLY LADY, THE THEOTOKOS AND EVER-VIRGIN MARY

The Nativity of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos and Ever Virgin Mary: The Most Holy Virgin
Mary was born at a time when people had reached such a degree of moral decay that it seemed
altogether impossible to restore them. People often said that God must come into the world to
restore faith and not permit the ruin of mankind. 

The Son of God chose to take on human nature for the salvation of mankind, and chose as His
Mother the All-Pure Virgin Mary, who alone was worthy to give birth to the Source of purity
and holiness. 

The Nativity of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos and Ever Virgin Mary is celebrated by the
Church as a day of universal joy. Within the context of the Old and the New Testaments, the
Most Blessed Virgin Mary was born on this radiant day, having been chosen before the ages by
Divine Providence to bring about the Mystery of the Incarnation of the Word of God. She is re-
vealed as the Mother of the Savior of the World, Our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Most Holy Virgin Mary was born in the small city of Galilee, Nazareth. Her parents were
Righteous Joachim of the tribe of the Prophet-King David, and Anna from the tribe of the First
Priest Aaron. The couple was without child, since Saint Anna was barren. 

Having reached old age, Joachim and Anna did not lose hope in God’s mercy.  They had
strong faith that for God everything is possible, and that He would be able to overcome the bar -
renness of Anna even in her old age, as He had once overcame the barrenness of Sarah, spouse
of the Patriarch Abraham. Saints Joachim and Anna vowed to dedicate the child which the Lord
might give them, to the service of God in the Temple. 

Childlessness was considered among the Hebrew nation as a Divine punishment for sin, and
therefore the righteous Saints Joachim and Anna had to endure abuse from their own country-
men. On one of the feastdays at the Temple in Jerusalem the elderly Joachim brought his sacri-
fice to offer to God, but the High Priest would not accept it, considering him to be unworthy
since he was childless. 

Saint Joachim in deep grief went into the wilderness, and there he prayed with tears to the
Lord for a child. Saint Anna wept bitterly when she learned what had happened at the Jerusalem
Temple. Never once did she complain against the Lord, but rather she prayed to ask God’s
mercy on her family. 

The Lord fulfilled her petitions when the pious couple had attained to extreme old age and
prepared themselves by virtuous life for a sublime calling: to be the parents of the Most Holy
Virgin Mary, the future Mother of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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The Archangel Gabriel brought Joachim and Anna the joyous message that their prayers were
heard by God, and of them would be born a most blessed daughter Mary, through Whom would
come the Salvation of all the World. 

The Most Holy Virgin Mary surpassed in purity and virtue not only all mankind, but also the
angels. She was manifest as the living Temple of God, so the Church sings in its festal hymns:
“the East Gate... bringing Christ into the world for the salvation of our souls” (2nd Stikhera on
“Lord, I Have Cried”, Tone 6). 

The Nativity of the Theotokos marks the change of the times when the great and comforting
promises of God for the salvation of the human race from slavery to the devil are about to be
fulfilled. This event has brought to earth the grace of the Kingdom of God, a Kingdom of Truth,
piety, virtue and everlasting life. The Theotokos is revealed to all of us by grace as a merciful
Intercessor and Mother, to Whom we have recourse with filial devotion. [From oca.org]

*  *  *
THE HOLY HIEROMARTYR AUTONOMUS

The Hieromartyr Autonomus was a bishop in Italy. During the time of the persecution against
Christians under the emperor Diocletian (284-305), Saint Autonomus left his own country and
resettled in Bithynia, in the locality of Soreus with a man named Cornelius. Saint Autonomus
did his apostolic duty with zeal and converted to Christ so many pagans, that a large Church
was formed, for which he consecrated a temple in the name of the Archangel Michael. For this
church, the saint  at first  ordained Cornelius as deacon, and then presbyter.  Preaching about
Christ, Saint Autonomus visited also Lykaonia and Isauria. 

The emperor Diocletian gave orders to arrest  Saint  Autonomus, but the saint  withdrew to
Claudiopolis on the Black Sea. In returning to Soreus, he had the priest Cornelius ordained
bishop. Saint Autonomus then went to Asia, and when he had returned from there, he began to
preach in the vicinity of Limna, near Soreus. 

Once, the newly-converted destroyed a pagan temple. The pagans decided to take revenge on
the  Christians.  Seizing  their  chance,  the  pagans  rushed  upon  the  church  of  the  Archangel
Michael when Saint Autonomus was serving Divine Liturgy there. After torturing Saint Au-
tonomus they killed him, reddening the altar of the church with his martyr’s blood. The dea-
coness Maria removed the body of the holy martyr from beneath a pile of stones and buried it. 

During the reign of Saint Constantine the Great, a church was built over the tomb of the saint.
In the year 430, a certain priest had the old church pulled down. Not realizing that the martyr’s
body had been buried beneath the church, he rebuilt the church in a new spot. But after another
60 years the relics of the saint were found incorrupt, and a church was then built in the name of
the Hieromartyr Autonomus. [From oca.org]

*  *  *
THE HOLY HIEROMARTYR CORONATUS, BISHOP OF ICONIUM

The Hieromartyr Coronatus, Bishop of Nicomedia [Iconium], suffered for Christ in the perse-
cution of Decius and Valerian (253-259) in the third century. The governor of Iconium, Peren-
nius, through his interrogations and persecution, forced Christians to go into hiding. Saint Coro-
natus voluntarily appeared before Perennius. The torturers tightly bound the legs of the bishop
with thin cords and led him through the city. The hieromartyr underwent excruciating suffer-
ings, and blood flowed from the wounds on his legs, because the cords dug into his flesh. After
terrible tortures, Bishop Coronatus was beheaded. [From oca.org]

*  *  *
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THE HOLY MARTYR OKEANOS

The Holy Martyr Okeanos met his end by fire. 
He is probably the Okeanos martyred with the Holy Martyrs Centurionus, Theodore, Ammi-

anus and Julian, who are commemorated on September 4th. In some calendars for September
4th, such as the Menologion of Basil II, he is known as Kion, but he is not listed with them in
the Synaxarion of Constantinople. These Holy Martyrs were martyred in Nicomedia in the year
288, who after undergoing various tortures had their feet cut off with an axe and then were cast
into the flames. [From Mystagogy]

*  *  *
OUR RIGHTEOUS FATHER DANIEL OF THASIOS

Our Holy Father Daniel was born in Thasos (Thassos) during the time of Iconoclasm in the
reign of Leo V the Armenian (813-820) around the year 813, and was a contemporary of Saint
Ioannikios the Great (Nov. 4). He was born of pious parents who raised him to love virtue, wis-
dom, temperance and humility. When he came of age he desired to withdraw from the world
and live in solitude in unceasing prayer and fasting. For this reason he found a cave on the small
island next to Thasos called Krambousa. As it is impossible to keep a brightly shining lamp hid-
den, his fame as a virtuous ascetic soon spread, and around him gathered many disciples. Obe-
dient to the will of God for sending him these men in search of guidance in the spiritual life, he
established a monastery on the island, making as it were a city in the wilderness. 

Around that time Saint Ioannikios the Great came to Thasos, and he also was admired for his
holiness of life. There was a plague of snakes on the island, and when the inhabitants entreated
him to rid the island of the snakes, Ioannikios did so through his prayers, and they all went into
the sea. Though Daniel was abbot of his own monastery in the neighboring island, he did not
want to lose the opportunity of joining with Ioannikios in Thasos to live the ascetic life together
and learning from him. 

So Ioannikios and Daniel withdrew together to live in a certain cave haunted by a fearsome
looking black demon. The two ascetics however entered and ignored the demon without fear.
This troubled the demon, so he decided to turn himself into a fearsome snake and wrap around
the feet of Daniel while he prayed, and he caused a terrible pain in the side of Ioannikios that
left him speechless for a week. Refusing to withdraw, the two Saint's remained steadfast, caus-
ing the demon to disappear. They rejoiced in the grace and help of God, conversing with God
undisturbed. 

After a short time Saint Ioannikios decided to return to his monastery on Mount Trichalikos,
and he urged Saint Daniel to return to his monastery in Krambousa because they had need of his
guidance. Daniel obediently went and the monks rejoiced at his return. There were also soli-
taries living outside the monastery who had Daniel as their spiritual father. 

At a ripe old age Saint Daniel reposed in peace in his monastery, and was buried there by his
spiritual children. In 1993 a chapel dedicated to Saint Daniel was built on the island of Kram-
bousa, where the people of Thasos celebrate his memory every year on September 12th. [From
Mystagogy]

THE LITTLE DISMISSAL
The Leader bows toward the icon of Christ on the iconostasis, saying:

Leader: Glory to thee, O Christ our God and our Hope, glory to thee.
All: Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever, and unto ages
of ages. Amen. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. O Lord, bless.
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Leader: O Thou Who rose again from the dead, Christ our true God, through the intercessions
of his all-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother—whose Nativity we now celebrate; of our
venerable and God-bearing fathers; of the Holy Myrrh-Bearer and Equal to the Apostles Mary
Magdalene, protector of this community;  of the holy, glorious and right-victorious Hieromar-
tyrs Autonomos of Italy and Coronatos of Iconium; Martyr Okeanos; and Venerable Daniel of
Thasios  , whose memory we celebrate today  , and of all the saints: have mercy on us, and save
us, for Thou art good and lovest mankind.

Then, facing the icon of Christ, on the iconostasis, the Leader says:
Leader: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy on us,
and save us. 
All: Amen.
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