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READER’S TYPIKA ON SUNDAY, MAY 15, 2022 
(3rd Sunday after Pascha) 

Sunday of the Healing of the Paralytic 

 
THE OPENING 

Leader: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy on us, 

and save us. 

Reader: Amen. 

Leader & Choir: Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down Death by death, and upon those 

in the tombs bestowing life! (thrice) 

All-holy Trinity, have mercy on us. Lord, cleanse us from our sins. Master, pardon our iniqui-

ties. Holy One, visit and heal our infirmities for thy Name’s sake. 

Lord, have mercy.  (Thrice) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages.  Amen 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done on 

earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil 

one. 

Leader:  O Lord, Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on us.  

All: Amen. 

Reader: Lord, have mercy.  (12 times) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages.  Amen. 

O come, let us worship and fall down before God our King. 

O come, let us worship and fall down before Christ, our King and our God. 

O come, let us worship and fall down before the Very Christ, our King and our God. 

THE FIRST ANTIPHON: PSALM 102 

Reader: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me bless His holy name. Bless the Lord, 

O my soul, and forget not all that He hath done for thee, Who is gracious unto all thine iniquities, 

Who healeth all thine infirmities, Who redeemeth thy life from corruption, Who crowneth thee 

with mercy and compassion, Who fulfilleth thy desire with good things; thy youth shall be re-

newed as the eagle's. The Lord performeth deeds of mercy, and executeth judgement for all them 

that are wronged. He hath made His ways known unto Moses, unto the sons of Israel the things 

that He hath willed. Compassionate and merciful is the Lord, long-suffering and plenteous in 

mercy; not unto the end will He be angered, neither unto eternity will He be wroth. Not according 

to our iniquities hath He dealt with us, neither according to our sins hath He rewarded us. For 

according to the height of heaven from the earth, the Lord hath made His mercy to prevail over 

them that fear Him. As far as the east is from the west, so far hath He removed our iniquities from 

us. Like as a father hath compassion upon his sons, so hath the Lord had compassion upon them 

that fear Him; for He knoweth whereof we are made, He hath remembered that we are dust. As 
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for man, his days are as the grass; as a flower of the field, so shall he blossom forth. For when the 

wind is passed over it, then it shall be gone, and no longer will it know the place thereof. But the 

mercy of the Lord is from eternity, even unto eternity, upon them that fear Him. And His right-

eousness is upon sons of sons, upon them that keep His testament and remember His command-

ments to do them. The Lord in heaven hath prepared His throne, and His kingdom ruleth over all. 

Bless the Lord, all ye His angels, mighty in strength, that perform His word, to hear the voice of 

His words. Bless the Lord, all ye His hosts, His ministers that do His will. Bless the Lord, all ye 

His works, in every place of His dominion.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages.  Amen 

And again: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me bless His holy Name; blessed 

art Thou, O Lord. 

THE SECOND ANTIPHON: PSALM 145 

Reader: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

Praise the Lord, O my soul. I will praise the Lord in my life, I will chant unto my God for as long 

as I have my be-ing. Trust ye not in princes, in the sons of men, in whom there is no salvation. 

His spirit shall go forth, and he shall return unto his earth. In that day all his thoughts shall perish. 

Blessed is he of whom the God of Jacob is his help, whose hope is in the Lord his God, Who hath 

made heaven and the earth, the sea and all that is therein, Who keepeth truth unto eternity, Who 

executeth judgement for the wronged, Who giveth food unto the hungry. The Lord looseth the 

fettered; the Lord maketh wise the blind; the Lord setteth aright the fallen; the Lord loveth the 

righteous; the Lord preserveth the proselytes. He shall adopt for His own the orphan and widow, 

and the way of sinners shall He destroy. The Lord shall be king unto eternity; thy God, O Sion, 

unto generation and generation.  

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

THE HYMN OF JUSTINIAN 

Choir: Only-begotten Son and Word of God, who art im-mortal, who for our salvation willed to 

be incarnate of the Holy Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary, and without change became man; and 

wast crucified, O Christ our God, and trampled down death by death; who art one of the Holy 

Trinity, glorified together with the Father and the Holy Spirit: save us. 

THE BEATITUDES IN TONE THREE 

In Thy kingdom remember us, O Lord, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 

• Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

• Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be comforted.  

• Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 

• Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled. 

For the Resurrection in Tone Three1 

Verse 8: Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. 

Thou didst banish Adam, our forefather, from Paradise, when he set at nought Thy command-

ment, O Christ; but Thou didst make the thief, who confessed Thee upon the Cross, to dwell 

therein, O Compassionate One, as he cried: Remember me, O Saviour, in Thy Kingdom. 

 
1 Although these verses are marked as Resurrectional, those given in the Pentecostarion (shown here) appear to differ from 

the ones given in the Sunday Octoechos. This anomaly shows up both in the Romanian and the English (HTM) Pente-

costarion. 
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Verse 7: Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 

Having risen from the dead, Thou didst raise us also from the passions by Thy Resurrection, O 

Lord; and Thou didst destroy all the might of death, O Saviour; for this cause we cry out in faith: 

Remember us also in Thy Kingdom. 

Verse 6: Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the sons of God. 

By Thy three-day burial, as God Thou didst quicken and raise up with Thyself them that were 

dead in Hades; and since Thou art good, Thou didst cause incorruption to flow forth for us all, 

who with faith do ever cry out: Remember us also in Thy Kingdom. 

Verse 5: Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom 

of heaven. 

When we sinned, Thou didst condemn us with the curse of death, O our Life-giver and Lord. And 

having suffered in Thy body, though Thou wast without sin, O Master, Thou didst quicken all 

mortals, who cry out: Remember us also in Thy Kingdom. 

For the Paralytic Sunday in Tone Three2 

Verse 4: Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner 

of evil against you falsely, for my sake.  

Of Thine own will Thou wast lifted up upon the Tree, and laid as one dead in the sepulchre, and 

having quickened together all them that were dead in Hades, O Christ, Thou didst raise them by 

Thy divine power. 

Verse 3: Rejoice, and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in the heavens.  

When Hades met Thee below, O Compassionate One, it was embittered, and in haste it gave up 

them that it held in bonds, who with unceasing voices praise Thine awesome Resurrection, O 

Saviour. 

Verse 2: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

When he that aforetime lay for many years upon a bed of affliction was made whole by Thy 

command, O Christ, he glorified and praised Thy compassion, O Giver of life. 

Verse 1: Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 

He that sustaineth all things by His divine command is held in thine arms, O Virgin Theotokos, 

and since He is compassionate He doth rescue us from the enslaving hand of the evil one. 

THE FESTAL EISODIKON 

Verse: In congregations bless ye God, the Lord from the well-springs of Israel. 

Choir: O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead; save us who sing unto Thee: Alleluia, Alleluia, 

Alleluia. 

Apolytikia: 

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE THREE 

Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad, for the Lord hath done a mighty act with His own 

arm. He hath trampled down death by death, and became the first-born from the dead. He hath 

delivered us from the depths of Hades, granting the world the Great Mercy. 

APOLYTIKION OF ST. MARY MAGDALENE IN TONE ONE 

(**The soldiers standing guard**) 

When Christ God had been born for our sakes from the Virgin, thou faith-fully didst follow Him, 

keeping His statutes and heeding His sacred laws, O august Mary Magdalene. Hence, as we today 

 
2 These troparia are taken from the 6th Ode of Matins Canon, cf. Pentecostarion. 



4 

 

observe thy holy remembrance, we receive the loosing of our sins and transgressions through thy 

holy prayer(s) for us. 

THE TRISAGION HYMN 

Holy God, Holy mighty, Holy Immortal have mercy on us. (thrice)  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever, and unto the ages 

of ages. Amen.  

Holy Immortal have mercy on us.  

Holy God, Holy mighty, Holy Immortal have mercy on us.  

 

THE APOSTOLOS & THE GOSPEL 

PROKEIMENON, IN TONE 3 

O chant unto our God, chant ye; chant unto our King, chant ye. (Ps.46:6) {twice} 

Verse: Clap your hands, all ye nations; shout unto God with a voice of rejoicing. (Ps.46:1) 

O chant unto our God, chant ye; chant unto our King, chant ye. 

SUNDAY APOSTOLOS:  

Reader: The reading is from the Acts of the Apostles §23 (9:32-42) 

In those days, as Peter went here and there among them all, he came down also to the saints that 

lived at Lydda. There he found a man named Aeneas, who had been bedridden for eight years 

and was paralyzed. And Peter said to him, “Aeneas, Jesus Christ heals you; rise and make your 

bed.” And immediately he rose. And all the residents of Lydda and Sharon saw him, and they 

turned to the Lord. Now there was at Joppa a disciple named Tabitha, which means Dorcas. She 

was full of good works and acts of charity. In those days she fell sick and died; and when they 

had washed her, they laid her in an upper room. Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, hear-

ing that Peter was there, sent two men to him entreating him, “Please come to us without delay.” 

So Peter rose and went with them. And when he had come, they took him to the upper room. All 

the widows stood beside him weeping, and showing tunics and other garments, which Dorcas 

made while she was with them. But Peter put them all outside and knelt down and prayed; then 

turning to the body he said, “Tabitha, rise.” And she opened her eyes, and when she saw Peter 

she sat up. And he gave her his hand and lifted her up. Then calling the saints and widows he 

presented her alive. And it became known throughout all Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. 

ALLELUIA, IN TONE 3 

Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Verse 1: In Thee, O Lord, have I hoped, let me not be put to shame in the age to come. (Ps.30:1a) 

Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Verse 2: Be Thou unto me a God to defend me and a house of refuge to save me. (Ps.30:2b) 

Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

SUNDAY GOSPEL: 

Reader: The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. John § 14 (5:1-15) 

Choir: Glory the Thee O Lord, Glory to Thee.  

Reader: At that time, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate 

a pool, in Hebrew called Bethsaida, which has five porticoes. In these lay a multitude of invalids, 

blind, lame, paralyzed, waiting for the moving of the water. For an angel of the Lord went down 

at certain seasons into the pool and troubled the water; whoever stepped in first, after the troubling 

of the water was healed of whatever disease he had. One man was there, who had been ill for 38 

years. When Jesus saw him and knew that he had been lying there a long time, He said to him, 
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“Do you want to be healed?” The sick man answered Him, “Sir, I have no man to put me into the 

pool when the water is troubled, and while I am going another steps down before me.” Jesus said 

to him, “Rise, take up your pallet, and walk.” And at once the man was healed, and he took up 

his pallet and walked.  

Now that day was the Sabbath. So the Jews said to the man who was cured, “It is the Sabbath, 

it is not lawful for you to carry your pallet.” But he answered them, “The man who healed me 

said to me, ‘Take up your pallet, and walk.’” They asked him, “Who is the man who said to you, 

‘Take up your pallet, and walk’?” Now the man who had been healed did not know who it was, 

for Jesus had withdrawn, as there was a crowd in the place. Afterward, Jesus found him in the 

temple, and said to him, “See, you are well! Sin no more, that nothing worse befalls you.” The 

man went away and told the Jews that it was Jesus Who had healed him. 

Choir: Glory the Thee O Lord, Glory to Thee. 

Then we sing the following, in tone 6 

Choir: Remember us, O Lord, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 

• Remember us, O Master, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 

• Remember us, O Holy One, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 

The heavenly choir praiseth Thee and saith: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth; heaven and earth 

are full of Thy glory. 

Verse: Come unto Him, and be enlightened and your faces shall not be ashamed. 

The heavenly choir praiseth Thee and saith: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth; heaven and earth 

are full of Thy glory. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

The choir of Holy angels and archangels, with all the heavenly hosts praiseth Thee and saith: 

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth; heaven and earth are full of Thy glory. 

Both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages.  Amen. 

THE SYMBOL OF FAITH 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible 

and invisible; 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Only-begotten, Begotten of the Father before 

all worlds, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, Begotten, not made; of one essence with the 

Father, by whom all things were made: Who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven, and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and was made man; And was 

crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate, and suffered and was buried; And the third day He rose 

again, according to the Scriptures; And ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of the 

Father; And He shall come again with glory to judge the living and the dead, Whose kingdom 

shall have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life, Who proceedeth from the Father, 

Who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified, Who spake by the Proph-

ets;  

And I believe in One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the 

remission of sins. I look for the Resurrection of the dead, And the Life of the world to come. 

Amen. 

Leader: Remit, pardon, forgive, O God, our offenses, both voluntary and involuntary, in deed and 

word, in knowledge and ignorance, by day and by night, in mind and thought; forgive us all 

things, for Thou art good and the Lover of mankind. 
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All: Amen 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done on 

earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil 

one. 

Leader: O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on us. 

All: Amen. 

Kontakia: 

KONTAKION OF THE PARALYTIC SUNDAY IN TONE THREE 

(Special melody: “On this day the Virgin…”) 

As of old Thou didst raise up * the paralytic, O Lord God, * by Thy God-like care and might, * 

raise up my soul which is palsied * by diverse sins and transgressions * and by unseemly * deeds 

and acts, that, saved I may also cry out: * O Compassionate Redeemer, * O Christ God, glory * 

to Thy dominion and might. 

KONTAKION OF PASCHA IN TONE EIGHT 

O Immortal One, when Thou didst descend into the tomb, Thou didst destroy the power of Hades; 

and Thou didst rise victorious, O Christ God. Thou hast said to the ointment bearing women: 

Rejoice! And Thou gavest peace to Thy Disciples, O Bestower of Resurrection to those Who had 

fallen. 

Leader: Lord, have mercy.  (12 times) 

O All-Holy Trinity, the consubstantial dominion, the indivisible Kingdom, and cause of every 

Good: Show Thy good will even unto me a sinner; make steadfast my heart and grant it under-

standing, and take away mine every defilement; enlighten my mind that I may glorify, hymn, 

worship, and say: 

Choir: One is Holy, One is Lord, Jesus Christ, to the Glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 

PSALM 33 

Reader: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto 

ages of ages.  Amen 

I will bless the Lord at all times, His praise shall continually be in my mouth. In the Lord shall 

my soul be praised; let the meek hear and be glad. O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt 

His name together. I sought the Lord, and He heard me, and delivered me from all my tribulations. 

Come unto Him, and be enlightened, and your faces shall not be ashamed. This poor man cried, 

and the Lord heard him, and saved him out of all his tribulations. The angel of the Lord will 

encamp round about them that fear Him, and will deliver them. O taste and see that the Lord is 

good; blessed is the man that hopeth in Him. O fear the Lord, all ye His saints; for there is no 

want to them that fear Him. Rich men have turned poor and gone hungry; but they that seek the 

Lord shall not be deprived of any good thing. Come ye children, hearken unto me; I will teach 

you the fear of the Lord. What man is there that desireth life, who loveth to see good days? Keep 

thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking guile. Turn away from evil, and do good; seek 

peace, and pursue it. The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and His ears are opened unto 

their supplication. The face of the Lord is against them that do evil, utterly to destroy the remem-

brance of them from the earth. The righteous cried, and the Lord heard them, and He delivered 

them out of all their tribulations. The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a contrite heart, and He 

will save the humble of spirit. Many are the tribulations of the righteous, and the Lord shall deliver 
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them out of them all. The Lord keepeth all their bones, not one of them shall be broken. The death 

of sinners is evil, and they that hate the righteous shall do wrong. The Lord will redeem the souls 

of His servants, and none of them will do wrong that hope in Him.  

 

THE HYMN TO THE THEOTOKOS 

Instead of  “It is truly meet…” we sing  

the Refrain & Irmos of the 9th ode of the Paschal Canon,3 in tone 1 

The Angel cried to the Lady full of grace: Rejoice, Rejoice, O pure Vir-gin! Again I say: Re-

joice; thy Son is risen from his three days in the tomb. With Himself He has raised all the dead. 

Rejoice, rejoice, O ye people. Shine! Shine! Shine! O new Jerusalem. The glory of the Lord has 

shone on thee. Exult now, exult and be glad, O Sion. Be radiant, O pure Theotokos, in the Resur-

rection, the Resurrection of thy Son. 

READINGS 

SUNDAY OF THE PARALYTIC 

Close to the Sheep’s Gate in Jerusalem, there was a pool, which was called the Sheep’s Pool. It 

had round about it five porches, that is, five sets of pillars supporting a domed roof. Under this 

roof there lay very many sick people with various maladies, awaiting the moving of the water, 

because an Angel of the Lord came down to the pool at a certain season and troubled the water. 

The first to step in after the troubling of the water was healed immediately of whatever malady 

he had. 

It was there that the paralytic of today’s Gospel was lying, tormented by his infirmity of thirty-

eight years. When Christ beheld him, He asked him, “Wilt thou be made whole?” And he an-

swered with a quiet and meek voice, “Sir, I have no man, when the water is troubled, to put me 

into the pool.” The Lord said to him, “Rise, take up thy bed, and walk.” And straightway the man 

was made whole and took up his bed. Walking in the presence of all, he departed rejoicing to his 

own house. According to the expounders of the Gospels, the Lord Jesus healed this paralytic 

during the days of the Passover, when He had gone to Jerusalem for the Feast, and dwelt there 

teaching and working miracles. According to Saint John the Evangelist, this miracle took place 

on the Sabbath. [From tyoos.org] 

* * * 

OUR VENERABLE FATHER PACHOMIUS THE GREAT OF EGYPT 

Saint Pachomius was born of pagan parents in the Upper Thebaïd of Egypt. He was conscripted 

into the Roman army at an early age. While quartered with the other soldiers in the prison in 

Thebes, Pachomius was astonished at the kindness shown them by the local Christians, who re-

lieved their distress by bringing them food and drink. Upon inquiring who they were, he believed 

in Christ and vowed that once delivered from the army, he would serve Him all the days of his 

life.  

Released from military service, about the year 313, he was baptized, and became a disciple of 

the hermit Palamon, under whose exacting guidance he increased in virtue and grace, and reached 

such a height of holiness that “because of the purity of his heart,” says his biographer, “he was, 

as it were, seeing the invisible God as in a mirror.” His renown spread far, and so many came to 

 
3 The Antiochian sources appoint instead of the Irmos (“Shine, shine…”) the 1st Troparion of the 9th Ode of the Matins 

Canon for the Theotokos (based on same Irmos): With one voice, O Virgin, we the faithful call thee blessed. Rejoice, 

thou portal of the Lord; rejoice, thou living city; rejoice, thou through whom there has shone on us today the light 

of thy Son’s Resurrection from the dead. 
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him to be his disciples that he founded nine monasteries in all, filled with many thousands of 

monks, to whom he gave a rule of life, which became the pattern for all communal monasticism 

after him.  

While Saint Anthony the Great is the father of hermits, Saint Pachomius is the founder of the 

cenobitic life in Egypt; because Pachomius had founded a way of monasticism accessible to so 

many, Anthony said that he “walks the way of the Apostles.”  

Saint Pachomius fell asleep in the Lord before his contemporaries Anthony and Athanasius the 

Great, in the year 346. His name in Coptic, Pachom, means “eagle.” [From tyoos.org] 

* * * 

OUR RIGHTEOUS FATHER ACHILLIUS, BISHOP OF LARISSA 

Saint Achilles, Bishop of Larissa, lived during the fourth century, during the reign of Saint 

Constantine the Great. Glorified for his holiness of life and erudition, he was made Bishop of 

Larissa in Thessaly.  

Saint Achilles participated in the First Ecumenical Council, where he boldly denounced the 

heretic Arius. In his city he strove to promote Christianity, destroyed idolatrous pagan temples, 

and he built and adorned churches.  

Saint Achilles had the gift of healing sickness, especially demonic possession, and he worked 

many miracles. The saint died peacefully in about the year 330. His relics have remained in 

Prespa, in today's Republic of Macedonia, since 978. [From oca.org] 

* * * 

OUR RIGHTEOUS FATHER BARBARUS THE MYRRH-STREAMER 

The fatherly arms of our Lord are always open to the return of every prodigal human soul that 

in its deception goes off to “a far country,” so as to satisfy its unquenchable desire for salvation. 

The outstretched palms of our Lord on the Cross hold all of humanity within them, just as they 

held the repentant thief, who was the first to dwell in Paradise.  

This miracle is a recurrent one in history. Great sinners have become great Saints and left us a 

perpetual example of repentance, return, and hope for all of us.  

One such astonishing model of repentance is that of St. Barbaros, who, from being a fearsome 

corsair and pirate, reached such an extraordinary height of sanctity that he proved to be a Won-

derworker and Myrrhgusher after his death.  

His life in brief is as follows, in accordance with the most reliable account: the narration by the 

Byzantine savant, Constantine of Acropolis, Grand Logothete in the thirteenth century.  

The Saint lived in the ninth century during the reign of King Michael the Stutterer (820-829). 

He came from among the heathen of the Barbary Coast of North Africa and was a member of a 

fearsome band of pirates which ravaged the coastlines of Palestine, Sicily, and Crete, the Aegean 

islands, and Epiros.  

At one point, having passed through the Ambracian Gulf, the pirates set ashore in the land of 

Acarnania in a spirit of destruction. The Acarnanian people engaged in battle at Dragamesti (pre-

sent day Karaïskaki, Astakos), and, fighting heroically, checked their incursions and defeated 

them. Barbaros was the only one among them who survived, and he hid himself in a vineyard.  

Thereafter, he gave himself over to brigandage and murder, becoming the terror of the 

Xeromeros region.  

Once, he went to plunder a Chapel dedicated to St. George on Mt. Nysa, near Tryphos, in an 

area with springs. The Divine Liturgy, however, was being celebrated at the time, and he found 

himself before a marvelous sight. God opened the eyes of his wretched — yet, it seems, well-
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disposed — soul, and he saw the serving Priest, surrounded by light, being supported in the air 

by Holy Angels! He saw the Divine Infant being sacrificed, being partaken of, and ascending 

whole and in ineffable glory into the Heavens!  

Barbaros was astounded and fell at the feet of the pious Priest, Father John of Nikopolis, who 

received him, like a good shepherd, comforted him, catechized him, Baptized him, and became 

his spiritual Father and guide. By the Saint’s own request, he was given the name “Barbaros” 

(barbarian) to remind him of his former behavior and way of life.  

The Saint’s repentance was so profound that he was tonsured a Monk and remained there, in 

the place of his spiritual rebirth, living like the Venerable Forerunner in the desert. He even wore 

chains strapped around himself, to wear out his flesh and bring it into subjection.  

By the cultivation of humility and self-reproach, as well as by putting into practice all of the 

holy virtues, the Saint unwittingly became known to the inhabitants of the surrounding regions, 

who hastened with fervor to be blessed by the strange holy ascetic, this former pirate and robber-

chieftain.  

Certain hunters from Nikopolis, while passing through the area of Tryphos where the springs 

were, saw the Saint in the twilight and took him for game. Thus, they shot their arrows at him. 

But horror soon overcame them when they realized their fatal mistake!  

The Saint, as he lay dying, gathered up his strength and called out: “Drink, O Barbaros, of the 

cup which you offered to others!” And he gave thanks to God, Who had led him out of the dark-

ness of deception and led him to the light of the Truth by means of his spiritual Father and bene-

factor, the Priest John. Thus, in prayer and thanksgiving, his soul passed into eternity.  

St. Barbaros was buried in the place of his asceticism. God immediately glorified him in return 

with signs and miracles and also by the flow of myrrh from his grave! 

Many centuries after the death of Saint Barbaros, in 1571, an officer from Venice named 

Sklavounos, who was taking part at that time in the naval battle of Nafpaktos, fell seriously ill 

and saw the Saint in a dream, telling him to go to his grave to be healed. Indeed, as soon as the 

officer venerated the tomb, he was miraculously healed and took the holy myrrhgushing relics of 

the Saint with him as he departed.  

While traveling to Venice, he set ashore at the village of Potamos in Kerkyra. There, the Saint 

healed a paralytic, and for this reason a church dedicated to him was erected, in which he is 

honored to this day. There is also a church dedicated to the Saint, in addition to one at the site of 

his asceticism in Tryfo, in a village in Leukada. In Tryfo the chains of the Saint were stolen by 

the Turks. In 1878 a church was built there over the older church, and his tomb was consecrated 

in 1999.  

It has been surmised that his wonderworking relics ended up in Venice, Italy and were possibly 

later preserved in a village in northern Italy that bears the Saint’s name: San Barbaro. However, 

a recent discovery may throw some light at least where a portion of his relics may have ended up.  

In 2013 representatives from the Church of Saint Barbaros in Potamos of Kerkyra, after two 

years research was conducted to discover the location of the relics of Saint Barbaros, went to 

Vodnjan in Croatia. There they discovered a portion from the skull and a large portion of the body 

of Saint Barbaros in the Roman Catholic Church of Saint Blaise.  

The relics of Saint Barbaros came to Vodnjan in the following manner. In 1797 Venice fell to 

the armies of Napoleon. An order was thus given for all the holy relics to be put to the flames. 

Certain monks, defiant of this sacrilegious order, put their lives on the line and took as many 
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relics as they could carry and brought them to Croatia. Among these were the relics of Saint 

Barbaros.  

On February 3, 2013 the Catholic Bishop Drazen Kutlesa, after celebrating Mass, handed over 

a portion of the skull of Saint Barbaros to the Catholic Archbishop of Kerkyra Mario Regos and 

the Orthodox priest of the Church of Saint Barbaros in Kerkyra, Fr. George Petrakis. This was 

done, according to Bishop Drazen, in order to promote more dialogue and cooperation between 

the Catholic and Orthodox Churches. He also thanked Saint Barbaros for uniting them on that 

day, and hoped that he would help unite them in the future as well. Fr. George also thanked the 

Catholic Bishop and spoke to everyone about the history of Saint Barbaros. The relics were joy-

ously received by the people of Kerkyra, and many came and venerated his relics on May 15th in 

2013. [From Mystagogy] 

* * * 

OUR RIGHTEOUS FATHER ISAIAH, BISHOP OF ROSTOV AND SUZDAL (+1090) 

Saint Isaiah was born near Kiev. He was tonsured a monk at the Kiev Caves Lavra by Saint 

Theodosius. Feeling an ardent love for the Savior, the young monk lived in strict and severe 

exploits with fasting and prayer. At the same time, he was gentle, humble, obedient, non-posses-

sive, brotherly loving, and with restraint and patience he killed carnal passions.  

Being a vessel of virtue he became abbot of the newlyestablished Monastery of the Holy Great 

Martyr Demetrios in Kiev in 1062, having been selected for this position by Prince Iziaslav I of 

Kiev. Seeing such a holy man in his monastery, Prince Iziaslav rejoiced in spirit and thanked the 

Lord and Saint Theodosius, who blessed Isaiah to be the abbot in the Monastery of Saint Deme-

trios.  

In 1077, he became the second Bishop of Rostov and Suzdal, succeeding Leonty of Rostov. At 

that time, the Rostov diocese occupied a vast space, which included Yaroslavl, Vladimir, Nizhny 

Novgorod, Kostroma, Vologda and partially Moscow, Tver, and the Olonets lands. As Christian-

ity was not yet well established in the area, he spent his tenure converting and teaching pagans, 

destroying idolatry, converting pagan temples into churches and encouraging the spread of Chris-

tianity. He also built the Dormition Cathedral in Rostov.  

When the time came for the consecration of the Dormition Cathedral at the Kiev Caves Lavra, 

Metropolitan John of Kiev did not have time to call for other Bishops from distant lands to attend 

the ceremony. But his pious desire was fulfilled by an Angel of God, who appeared to Bishop 

Isaiah and informed him to attend the ceremony. The Angel then miraculously conveyed him to 

the Kiev Caves Lavra to be at the ceremony. Metropolitan John, who did not send out any invi-

tations, marveled at this miracle and thanked God. Three hierachs served with Metropolitan John 

at the ceremony - Isaiah of Rostov, Luke of Belgorod and John of Chernigov. This took place on 

August 14, 1089.  

Bishop Isaiah died on May 15, 1090 and was buried in the Dormition Cathedral in Rostov. The 

same Angel who conveyed him to Kiev less than a year earlier now conveyed him into the pres-

ence of the Lord for eternity. 

The seat of the Bishop of Rostov remained vacant for more than a century after Isaiah's death. 

Relics of Leonty and Isaiah were discovered on May 23, 1164 during construction of a new ca-

thedral, under the southern wall, since the old wooden cathedral had burned down in 1160. An 

ancient chronicle says: “They found the tomb of blessed Isaiah, and opening it, they saw the 

Saint’s clothes and body incorrupt and glorified God, who deigned to glorify His Saint not only 
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in life, but also after death; how many years have passed, and the clothes and body of the blessed 

one have remained untouched from corruption.”  

In 1474 they were re-interred in a new coffin in the cathedral of Rostov, due to being neglected 

for many years. It was after this that many miracles were reported, and his veneration increased. 

His first written life dates to this time. During Soviet times after 1920 his relics were distributed 

to various places, but a portion still remain in the Rostov cathedral. [From Mystagogy] 

 

* * * 

OUR RIGHTEOUS FATHER ANDREW THE HERMIT AND WONDERWORKER 

Near Lake Kremaston in Evrytania, Greece is the old village of Halkiopoulo. Five kilometers 

northeast of this village is the cave of Saint Andrew the Hermit. The route from the village to the 

cave is a passable dirt road and ends in a clearing. There, the pilgrim leaves the car and on foot 

takes the path, following a fantastic natural scenic path of beauty above Lake Kremaston. The 

hike takes 20 minutes.  

When you enter the cave you come to the shrine of the Saint and its 14th century iconography. 

Behind the altar is the tomb of the Saint, though his relics are now kept in the new village of 

Halkiopoulo. 

Saint Andrew the Hermit and Wonderworker was an ascetic in Aetolia-Acarnania during the 

reign of Michael II Komnenos of Epiros (1237 -1271). He was born in Monodendri in Epiros. He 

later married and had children. At one point he left everything and became a hermit five kilome-

ters northeast of Halkiopoulo. Here he found a cave and lived in asceticism and trials for the rest 

of his life for the love of Christ. He died in old age, without being noticed by anyone.  

However, God did not want this Saint to be unknown. As he was departing this life, bright lit 

lamps were shining in the heavens above him which could be seen from a great distance. These 

lamps came upon his holy relics. Villagers from the area came and found the Saint. Among those 

who came after being informed was Saint Theodora the Queen of Arta (March 11), who had the 

Saint buried in the cave and built a chapel.  

Every year on May 15th Saint Andrew is celebrated in his cave by the multitudes. The life and 

divine office of the Saint was written by Andreas Idromenos (+ 1847). [From Mystagogy] 

* * * 

THE TRANSLATION OF THE SACRED HEAD OF THE HOLY APOSTLE TITUS, BISHOP OF CRETE 

Saint Titus (commemorated August 25th), a fellow traveler of Saint Paul4, preached the gospel 

in Crete during Roman rule and was martyred in Gortynos, where a seventh century basilica 

stands in his memory. Titus was one of the Seventy Apostles and was born in Crete and educated 

in Greek philosophy and poetry. St. Titus today is the patron saint of Heraklion and all Crete. His 

church in Heraklion was built in 961, when Emperor Nikephoros Phokas drove the Arabs from 

Crete, bringing the island back under the wing of the powerful Roman Empire, and it first served 

as the city's cathedral. During Venetian rule, it housed the seat of the Catholic archbishop and 

was renovated in 1466, only to be ruined in a fire in 1544. During the Turkish Occupation it 

served as a mosque and was called Vizier Tzami, when a minaret was added. The present-day 

structure is the result of further renovations by architect Athanasios Moussis, who also designed 

the Orthodox cathedral of Saint Menas and the barracks in Eleftherias Square, after its almost 

entire destruction by a strong earthquake in 1856, and later work which followed in 1922 after 

 
4 When Saint Paul ordained him bishop of Crete, he later wrote to him the Epistle which bears his name. 
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the Muslims left Heraklion in the exchange and during which time the minaret was removed. The 

skull of St. Titus was transferred here from Venice in 1966 and has since been kept in the church.  

The first church dedicated to St. Titus was that in the old capital Gortynos, which also housed 

the see of the Archdiocese of the island until its destruction by earthquake and the Arab transfer 

of the capital from Gortynos to Chandax (Heraklion) in 828 AD. The skull of St. Titus, the mi-

raculous icon of Panagia Mesopanditissa and other sacred relics from Gortynos were moved to 

the new church when it was built in the tenth century. At the fall of Heraklion to the Turks all 

relics were removed to Venice in the Basilica of Saint Mark, where they still remain today. The 

single exception is the skull of St. Titus, which was returned to Heraklion in 1966 and is now 

kept in a silver reliquary in the church.  

The skull of the Saint was returned to Crete following a series of negotiations with the repre-

sentatives of the Catholic Church which lasted from 1957 to 1966. On the morning of May 15, 

1966 hundreds of devout Christians gathered at the port of Heraklion to honor the arrival of the 

holy relics. It was an extraordinary experience for all Christians. The Church celebrated the event 

with a stately Liturgy at the Cathedral. The memorable Archbishop Evgenios of Crete eulogized 

the Saint's skull as a "much honored treasure". Since then the relics have been a blessing for the 

Church of Crete. [From Mystagogy] 

* * * 

THE HOLY TSARÉVITCH (CROWN PRINCE) DEMETRIUS OF MOSCOW  

AND ALL RUSSIA, THE WONDERWORKER 

The Holy Right-believing Tsarévitch Dēmḗtrios of Uglich (Moscow) was born on October 19, 

1582. He was the son of Tsar Ivan the Terrible. During the reign of Theodore, the de facto ruler 

of the Russian state was his brother-in-law, the power-hungry boyar Boris Godunov. After Ivan's 

death on March 18, 1584, Boris began to eliminate all the nobles who were opposed to him. Then 

the Tsarévitch Demetrios and his mother, Tsaritsa Maria, were exiled to Uglich. Desiring to be-

come the lawful heir to the Russian throne, Boris Godunov began to act against the Tsarévitch as 

against a personal enemy. At first he tried to slander the new heir to the throne, spreading false 

rumors about his alleged illegitimate birth. Then he spread the fallacy that Dēmḗtrios had inher-

ited the harshness of his father, the sovereign. 

Since these actions did not bring the desired result, the insidious Boris decided to destroy the 

Tsarévitch by putting poison in his food and drink. Dēmḗtrios was not harmed by the poison, 

however. Then the villain decided on a more direct course of action. He sent Daniel Volokhov, 

Michael Bityagovsky, and Nikḗtas Katchalov to Uglich to murder the Tsarévitch. 

Suspectiing their evil intentions, the widowed Tsaritsa Maria kept a close watch over her son. 

She would not let him out of the palace, or away from her side. Therefore, the conspirators en-

listed the help of the child's nursemaid, Maria Volokhova (Daniel's mother) to accomplish their 

purpose. 

On Saturday, May 15, 1591, the nursemaid brought the boy out to the lower porch. Daniel Vo-

lokhov took the child by the hand and asked if he was wearing a new necklace. "No," he replied, 

"this is an old one." 

Suddenly, Daniel slit the Tsarévitch's throat, and the nursemaid began to scream. Daniel, Mi-

chael, and Nikḗtas beat her until she was almost dead. Tsaritsa Maria heard the screams and ran 

outside. She fell upon the lifeless body of her child and began to sob and wail. The sexton rang 

the alarm bell, and the residents of Uglich hastened to the palace. The angry crowd stoned the 

murderers and cast their bodies into a pit to be devoured by dogs. 
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The Tsarévitch's body was placed in a coffin and was brought to Uglich's Cathedral of the 

Transfiguration. He was not quite nine years old when he was murdered. 

Many miracles and healings began to occur at his tomb, most frequently, for people with sore 

eyes. On June 3, 1606, the holy relics of the martyred Tsarévitch Dēmḗtrios were discovered to 

be incorrupt. 

The holy Relics of the Right-believing Tsarévitch Dēmḗtrios were transferred from Uglich to 

Moscow in 1606, and were placed in the Cathedral of the Archangel (Michael) in the Moscow 

Kremlin, in the chapel of Saint John the Forerunner. 

After many miracles from the Saint's relics in 1606, it was decided that the Tsarévitch Dēmḗtrios 

was to be commemorated three times a year - on the day of his birth (October 19), the day of his 

death (May 15), and the day of the transfer of his relics (June 3). [From oca.org] 

 

THE LITTLE DISMISSAL 

The Leader bows toward the icon of Christ on the iconostasis, saying: 

Leader: Glory to thee, O Christ our God and our Hope, glory to thee. 

All: Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever, and unto ages 

of ages. Amen. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. O Lord, bless. 

Leader: O Thou Who rose again from the dead, Christ our true God, through the intercessions of 

his all-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother; of our venerable and God-bearing fathers; of 

the Holy Myrrh-Bearer and Equal to the Apostles Mary Magdalene, protector of this community; 

of the Venerable Pachomios the Great of Egypt; Achilles, bishop of Larisa; Martyr Barbaros the 

myrrh-streaming of Corfu; Isaiah, bishop of Rostov; Andrew the hermit and wonderworker; the 

holy Apostle Titus, bishop of Crete; and Demetrios the wonderworker, crown prince of Moscow, 

whose memory, whose memory we celebrate today, and of all the saints: have mercy on us, and 

save us, for Thou art good and lovest mankind. 

Then, facing the icon of Christ, on the iconostasis, the Leader says: 

Leader: Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down Death by death, and upon those in the 

tombs…  

People: …bestowing life! 

 

 


