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Due to copyright restrictions, these works may not be further reproduced, 

beyond printing out a single copy for personal non-commercial use. 

 

READER’S TYPIKA ON NOVEMBER 21 
(Served only when November 21 falls on a day other than Sunday)1 

 

The Entry of the Theotokos into the Temple 
 

Leader: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy on us, 

and save us. 

Reader: Amen.  

THE TRISAGION PRAYERS 

People: Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have mercy on us. (Thrice) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages.  Amen 

All-holy Trinity, have mercy on us. Lord, cleanse us from our sins. Master, pardon our iniqui-

ties. Holy One, visit and heal our infirmities for thy Name’s sake. 

Lord, have mercy.  (Thrice) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages.  Amen 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done on 

earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil 

one. 

Leader:  O Lord, Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on us.  

All: Amen. 

Reader: Lord, have mercy.  (12 times) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages.  Amen. 

O come, let us worship and fall down before God our King. 

O come, let us worship and fall down before Christ, our King and our God. 

O come, let us worship and fall down before the Very Christ, our King and our God. 

THE FIRST ANTIPHON: PSALM 102 

Reader: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me bless His holy name. Bless the Lord, 

O my soul, and forget not all that He hath done for thee, Who is gracious unto all thine iniquities, 

Who healeth all thine infirmities, Who redeemeth thy life from corruption, Who crowneth thee 

with mercy and compassion, Who fulfilleth thy desire with good things; thy youth shall be re-

newed as the eagle's. The Lord performeth deeds of mercy, and executeth judgement for all them 

that are wronged. He hath made His ways known unto Moses, unto the sons of Israel the things 

that He hath willed. Compassionate and merciful is the Lord, long-suffering and plenteous in 

mercy; not unto the end will He be angered, neither unto eternity will He be wroth. Not according 

to our iniquities hath He dealt with us, neither according to our sins hath He rewarded us. For 

 
1 When the feast of the Nativity of the Theotokos falls on a Sunday, Resurrectional hymnography is added to the service.   
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according to the height of heaven from the earth, the Lord hath made His mercy to prevail over 

them that fear Him. As far as the east is from the west, so far hath He removed our iniquities from 

us. Like as a father hath compassion upon his sons, so hath the Lord had compassion upon them 

that fear Him; for He knoweth whereof we are made, He hath remembered that we are dust. As 

for man, his days are as the grass; as a flower of the field, so shall he blossom forth. For when the 

wind is passed over it, then it shall be gone, and no longer will it know the place thereof. But the 

mercy of the Lord is from eternity, even unto eternity, upon them that fear Him. And His right-

eousness is upon sons of sons, upon them that keep His testament and remember His command-

ments to do them. The Lord in heaven hath prepared His throne, and His kingdom ruleth over all. 

Bless the Lord, all ye His angels, mighty in strength, that perform His word, to hear the voice of 

His words. Bless the Lord, all ye His hosts, His ministers that do His will. Bless the Lord, all ye 

His works, in every place of His dominion.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages.  Amen 

And again: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me bless His holy Name; blessed 

art Thou, O Lord. 

THE SECOND ANTIPHON: PSALM 145 

Reader: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

Praise the Lord, O my soul. I will praise the Lord in my life, I will chant unto my God for as long 

as I have my be-ing. Trust ye not in princes, in the sons of men, in whom there is no salvation. 

His spirit shall go forth, and he shall return unto his earth. In that day all his thoughts shall perish. 

Blessed is he of whom the God of Jacob is his help, whose hope is in the Lord his God, Who hath 

made heaven and the earth, the sea and all that is therein, Who keepeth truth unto eternity, Who 

executeth judgement for the wronged, Who giveth food unto the hungry. The Lord looseth the 

fettered; the Lord maketh wise the blind; the Lord setteth aright the fallen; the Lord loveth the 

righteous; the Lord preserveth the proselytes. He shall adopt for His own the orphan and widow, 

and the way of sinners shall He destroy. The Lord shall be king unto eternity; thy God, O Sion, 

unto generation and generation.  

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

THE HYMN OF JUSTINIAN 

Choir: Only-begotten Son and Word of God, who art im-mortal, who for our salvation willed to 

be incarnate of the Holy Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary, and without change became man; and 

wast crucified, O Christ our God, and trampled down death by death; who art one of the Holy 

Trinity, glorified together with the Father and the Holy Spirit: save us. 

THE BEATITUDES  IN TONE FOUR 

In Thy kingdom remember us, O Lord, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 

• Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

• Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be comforted. 

• Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 

• Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled. 

For the Entrance of the Theotokos2 in Tone Four 

Verse 8: Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. 

 
2 These troparia are from 3rd Ode of the 1st Matins canon. 
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The fairest of bridesmen for the Virgin, the temple is shown today to be a bridal chamber that 

received God’s living bridal chamber within, her who is pure and blameless and far more re-

splendent than all the world. 

Verse 7: Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 

As David doth lead the choir in gladness, he skippeth and danceth with us all, and calleth thee the 

Queen adorned in varied colours, who doth stand before our King and God within the holy temple, 

O all-pure one. 

Verse 6: Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the sons of God. 

From Eve once aforetime came transgression upon all the mortal race of man; from Eve hath our 

amendment and our incorruption blossomed forth: the Theotokos, who today is led forth into the 

house of God. 

Verse 5: Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom 

of heaven. 

The armies of Angels and assemblies of all men today do skip for joy; they go before thy coun-

tenance, while bearing torches radiantly and crying in the house of God of thy great works, O all-

spotless Maid. 

Also for the Entrance of the Theotokos 3 in Tone One 

Verse 4: Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner 

of evil against you falsely, for my sake.  

Let us celebrate a spiritual feast, O ye faithful, piously singing the praises of the Mother of God; 

for she is holier than the Heavenly Intelligences. 

Verse 3: Rejoice, and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in the heavens.  

Let us extol the Mother of the Light in spiritual songs, ye faithful; for she hath appeared to us this 

day coming forth into the temple of God. 

Verse 2: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

The ewe-lamb undefiled, the pure dove, the blameless Virgin, is brought to dwell in the house of 

God, foreordained to become the Mother of God. 

Verse 1: Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 

The temple of God accomplisheth her entry into the temple of the Law, she who is the heavenly 

tabernacle whence the Light shone forth on us in darkness. 

 

THE EISODIKON 

Verse: O come, let us worship and fall down before Christ. 

Choir: Save us, O Son of God, Who art wondrous in the Saints; who sing to Thee. Alleluia, 

Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 

APOLYTIKION OF THE ENTRANCE OF THE THEOTOKOS IN TONE FOUR 

Today the Virgin is the foreshadowing of the pleasure of God, and the beginning of the preaching 

of the salvation of mankind. Thou hast appeared in the Temple of God openly and hast gone 

before, preaching Christ to all. Let us shout with one thrilling voice, saying: Rejoice, O thou who 

art the fulfillment of the Creator’s dispensation. 

 

Do not sing the Apolytikion of the Patron Saint!  

 
3 Troparia from 6th Ode of the 2nd Matins canon. 
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THE TRISAGION HYMN 

Holy God, Holy mighty, Holy Immortal have mercy on us. (thrice) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever, and unto the ages 

of ages. Amen. 

Holy Immortal have mercy on us. 

Holy God, Holy mighty, Holy Immortal have mercy on us. 

 

THE APOSTOLOS & THE GOSPEL 

PROKEIMENON, IN TONE 3 

(Song of the Theotokos) 

My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. (Luke 1:46, 47) 

{twice} 

Verse: For He hath looked upon the lowliness of His handmaiden; for behold, from henceforth 

all generations shall call me blessed. (Luke 1:48) 

My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

APOSTOLOS FOR THE FEAST: 

Reader: The reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews §320 (9:1-7) 

Brethren, even the first covenant had regulations for worship and an earthly sanctuary. For a 

tent was prepared, the outer one, in which were the lamp stand and the table and the bread of the 

Presence; it is called the Holy Place. Behind the second curtain stood a tent called the Holy of 

Holies, having the golden altar of incense and the ark of the covenant covered on all sides with 

gold, which contained a golden urn holding the manna, and Aaron's rod that budded, and the 

tables of the covenant; above it were the cherubim of glory overshadowing the mercy seat. Of 

these things we cannot now speak in detail. These preparations having thus been made, the priests 

go continually into the outer tent, performing their ritual duties; but into the second only the high 

priest goes, and he but once a year, and not without taking blood which he offers for himself and 

for the errors of the people. 

ALLELUIA, IN TONE 8 

Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  

Verse 1: Hearken, O daughter, and see, and incline thine ear; and forget thine own people and thy 

father's house. And the King shall greatly desire thy beauty (Ps.44:9-10) 

Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  

Verse 2: The rich among the people shall entreat thy countenance. (Ps.44:11) 

Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  

GOSPEL FOR THE FEAST: 

Reader: The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke §54 (10:38-42; 11:27-28) 

Choir: Glory the Thee O Lord, Glory to Thee.  

Reader: At that time, Jesus entered a certain village; and a woman named Martha received Him 

into her house. And she had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to His 

teaching. But Martha was distracted with much serving; and she went to Him and said, “Lord, 

dost Thou not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Tell her then to help me.” But the 

Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled about many things; one thing 

is needful. Mary has chosen the good portion, which shall not be taken away from her.” As He 

said this, a woman in the crowd raised her voice and said to Him, “Blessed is the womb that bore 
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Thee, and the breasts that Thou didst suck!” But He said, “Blessed rather are those who hear the 

word of God and keep it!” 

Choir: Glory the Thee O Lord, Glory to Thee.  

Then we sing the following, in tone 6 

Choir: Remember us, O Lord, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 

• Remember us, O Master, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 

• Remember us, O Holy One, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 

The heavenly choir praiseth Thee and saith: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth; heaven and earth 

are full of Thy glory. 

Verse: Come unto Him, and be enlightened and your faces shall not be ashamed. 

The heavenly choir praiseth Thee and saith: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth; heaven and earth 

are full of Thy glory. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

The choir of Holy angels and archangels, with all the heavenly hosts praiseth Thee and saith: 

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth; heaven and earth are full of Thy glory. 

Both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages.  Amen. 

THE SYMBOL OF FAITH 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible 

and invisible; 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Only-begotten, Begotten of the Father before 

all worlds, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, Begotten, not made; of one essence with the 

Father, by whom all things were made: Who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven, and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and was made man; And was 

crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate, and suffered and was buried; And the third day He rose 

again, according to the Scriptures; And ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of the 

Father; And He shall come again with glory to judge the living and the dead, Whose kingdom 

shall have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life, Who proceedeth from the Father, 

Who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified, Who spake by the Proph-

ets;  

And I believe in One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the 

remission of sins. I look for the Resurrection of the dead, And the Life of the world to come. 

Amen. 

Leader: Remit, pardon, forgive, O God, our offenses, both voluntary and involuntary, in deed and 

word, in knowledge and ignorance, by day and by night, in mind and thought; forgive us all 

things, for Thou art good and the Lover of mankind. 

All: Amen 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done on 

earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil 

one. 

Leader: O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on us. 

All: Amen. 
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KONTAKION OF ENTRANCE OF THE THEOTOKOS IN TONE FOUR 

(**Thou Who wast raised up**) 

The all-pure temple of the Savior, the most precious bridal chamber and Virgin, the treasure-

house of the glory of God, today enters the Temple of the Lord, bringing with her the grace which 

is in the divine Spirit: whom also the angels of God do celebrate in song; for she is the heavenly 

tabernacle. 

 

Leader: Lord, have mercy.  (12 times) 

O All-Holy Trinity, the consubstantial dominion, the indivisible Kingdom, and cause of every 

Good: Show Thy good will even unto me a sinner; make steadfast my heart and grant it under-

standing, and take away mine every defilement; enlighten my mind that I may glorify, hymn, 

worship, and say: 

Choir: One is Holy, One is Lord, Jesus Christ, to the Glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

PSALM 33 

Reader: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto 

ages of ages.  Amen 

I will bless the Lord at all times, His praise shall continually be in my mouth. In the Lord shall 

my soul be praised; let the meek hear and be glad. O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt 

His name together. I sought the Lord, and He heard me, and delivered me from all my tribulations. 

Come unto Him, and be enlightened, and your faces shall not be ashamed. This poor man cried, 

and the Lord heard him, and saved him out of all his tribulations. The angel of the Lord will 

encamp round about them that fear Him, and will deliver them. O taste and see that the Lord is 

good; blessed is the man that hopeth in Him. O fear the Lord, all ye His saints; for there is no 

want to them that fear Him. Rich men have turned poor and gone hungry; but they that seek the 

Lord shall not be deprived of any good thing. Come ye children, hearken unto me; I will teach 

you the fear of the Lord. What man is there that desireth life, who loveth to see good days? Keep 

thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking guile. Turn away from evil, and do good; seek 

peace, and pursue it. The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and His ears are opened unto 

their supplication. The face of the Lord is against them that do evil, utterly to destroy the remem-

brance of them from the earth. The righteous cried, and the Lord heard them, and He delivered 

them out of all their tribulations. The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a contrite heart, and He 

will save the humble of spirit. Many are the tribulations of the righteous, and the Lord shall deliver 

them out of them all. The Lord keepeth all their bones, not one of them shall be broken. The death 

of sinners is evil, and they that hate the righteous shall do wrong. The Lord will redeem the souls 

of His servants, and none of them will do wrong that hope in Him.  

 

THE HYMN TO THE THEOTOKOS 

Instead of  “It is truly meet…” we sing the Refrain & Irmos  

from 9th Ode of the 1st Matins Canon: 

The Angels beholding the entrance of the all-pure one were overtaken by surprise; how hath the 

Virgin entered into the Holy of Holies? 

Since thou art a living temple of God, O Theotokos, no impure hand shall touch thee. But the 

lips of believers, let them ceaselessly laud thee, crying unto thee joyfully with the voice of the 

angels: Verily, O undefiled Virgin, thou art more exalted than all creatures. 
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READING(S)  

THE ENTRANCE OF THE THEOTOKOS INTO THE TEMPLE 

According to Holy Tradition, the Entry of the Most Holy Theotokos into the Temple took place 

in the following manner. The parents of the Virgin Mary, Saints Joachim and Anna, praying for 

an end to their childlessness, vowed that if a child were born to them, they would dedicate it to 

the service of God. 

When the Most-Holy Virgin reached three years of age, the holy parents decided to fulfill their 

vow. Having gathered together their kinsfolk and acquaintances, and having dressed the All-Pure 

Mary in Her finest clothes, and with the singing of sacred songs and with lighted candles in their 

hands they carried Her to the Jerusalem Temple. There the high-priest with a throng of priests 

met the maiden of God. In the Temple, the stairway led up fifteen high steps. The Child Mary, so 

it seemed, could not Herself make it up this stairway. But just as they placed Her on the first step, 

strengthened by the power of God, She quickly made it up over the remaining steps and ascended 

to the highest. Then the high-priest, through an inspiration from above, led the Most-Holy Virgin 

into the Holy of Holies, and herein of all people it was only the high-priest that entered one time 

a year with a purifying sacrifice of blood. Therefore all those present in the Temple were aston-

ished at this most unusual occurrence. 

Righteous Joakim and Anna, having entrusted their Child to the will of the Heavenly Father, 

returned home. The Most-Blessed Mary remained in the domicile for girls, situated near the Tem-

ple. Round about the Temple, through the testimony of Holy Scripture (Exodus 38; 1 Kings 1: 

28; Lk. 2: 37), and also the historian Josephus Flavius, there were many living quarters, in which 

dwelt those dedicated to the service of God. 

The earthly life of the Most-Holy Mother of God from the time of Her infancy to the time of 

Her ascent to Heaven is shrouded in deep mystery. Her life at the Jerusalem Temple was also a 

secret. "If anyone were to ask me, -- said Blessed Jerome, -- how the Most-Holy Virgin spent the 

time of Her youth, -- I would answer: that is known to God Himself and the Archangel Gabriel, 

Her constant guardian". 

But in the Church tradition there were preserved accounts, that during the time of the stay of the 

All-Pure Virgin at the Jerusalem Temple, She grew up in a community of pious virgins, read 

diligently the Holy Scripture, occupied Herself with handcrafts, prayed constantly and grew in 

love for God. In remembrance of the Entry of the Most-Holy Mother of God into the Jerusalem 

Temple, Holy Church from ancient times established a solemn feast-day. The decretals for the 

making of the feast in the first centuries of Christianity are found in the traditions of Palestinian 

Christians, where mention is made that the holy Empress Helen built a church in honour of the 

Entry into the Temple of the Most-Holy Mother of God. 

In the IV Century there is mention of this feast by Sainted Gregory of Nyssa. In the VIII Century 

Saints Germanos and Tarasios, Constantinople Patriarchs, delivered sermons on the feastday of 

the Entry. 

The feast of the Entry into the Temple of the Most-Holy Mother of God -- foretells the blessing 

of God for the human race, the preaching of salvation, the promise of the coming of Christ. [From 

oca.org & holyresurrection.us] 

THE LITTLE DISMISSAL 

The Leader bows toward the icon of Christ on the iconostasis, saying: 

Leader: Glory to thee, O Christ our God and our Hope, glory to thee. 
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All: Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever, and unto ages 

of ages. Amen. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. O Lord, bless. 

Leader: O Christ our true God, through the intercessions of his all-immaculate and all-blameless 

holy Mother—whose Entrance into the Holy of Holies we now celebrate; of our venerable and 

God-bearing fathers; of the Holy Equal to the Apostles and Myrrh-Bearer Mary Magdalene, pro-

tector of this community; and of all the saints: have mercy on us, and save us, for Thou art good 

and lovest mankind. 

Then, facing the icon of Christ, on the iconostasis, the Leader says: 

Leader: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy on us, 

and save us.  

All: Amen. 


