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READER’S TYPIKA ON SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 2025 
(24th Sunday after Pentecost & 9th Sunday of Luke) 

Afterfeast of the Entry of the Theotokos into the Temple 

 
Leader: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy on us, 

and save us. 

Reader: Amen.  

THE TRISAGION PRAYERS 

People: Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have mercy on us. (Thrice) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages.  Amen 

All-holy Trinity, have mercy on us. Lord, cleanse us from our sins. Master, pardon our iniqui-

ties. Holy One, visit and heal our infirmities for thy Name’s sake. 

Lord, have mercy.  (Thrice) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages.  Amen 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done on 

earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil 

one. 

Leader:  O Lord, Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on us.  

All: Amen. 

Reader: Lord, have mercy.  (12 times) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages.  Amen. 

O come, let us worship and fall down before God our King. 

O come, let us worship and fall down before Christ, our King and our God. 

O come, let us worship and fall down before the Very Christ, our King and our God. 

THE FIRST ANTIPHON: PSALM 102 

Reader: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me bless His holy name. Bless the Lord, 

O my soul, and forget not all that He hath done for thee, Who is gracious unto all thine iniquities, 

Who healeth all thine infirmities, Who redeemeth thy life from corruption, Who crowneth thee 

with mercy and compassion, Who fulfilleth thy desire with good things; thy youth shall be re-

newed as the eagle's. The Lord performeth deeds of mercy, and executeth judgement for all them 

that are wronged. He hath made His ways known unto Moses, unto the sons of Israel the things 

that He hath willed. Compassionate and merciful is the Lord, long-suffering and plenteous in 

mercy; not unto the end will He be angered, neither unto eternity will He be wroth. Not according 

to our iniquities hath He dealt with us, neither according to our sins hath He rewarded us. For 

according to the height of heaven from the earth, the Lord hath made His mercy to prevail over 

them that fear Him. As far as the east is from the west, so far hath He removed our iniquities from 

us. Like as a father hath compassion upon his sons, so hath the Lord had compassion upon them 
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that fear Him; for He knoweth whereof we are made, He hath remembered that we are dust. As 

for man, his days are as the grass; as a flower of the field, so shall he blossom forth. For when the 

wind is passed over it, then it shall be gone, and no longer will it know the place thereof. But the 

mercy of the Lord is from eternity, even unto eternity, upon them that fear Him. And His right-

eousness is upon sons of sons, upon them that keep His testament and remember His command-

ments to do them. The Lord in heaven hath prepared His throne, and His kingdom ruleth over all. 

Bless the Lord, all ye His angels, mighty in strength, that perform His word, to hear the voice of 

His words. Bless the Lord, all ye His hosts, His ministers that do His will. Bless the Lord, all ye 

His works, in every place of His dominion.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages.  Amen 

And again: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me bless His holy Name; blessed 

art Thou, O Lord. 

THE SECOND ANTIPHON: PSALM 145 

Reader: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

Praise the Lord, O my soul. I will praise the Lord in my life, I will chant unto my God for as long 

as I have my be-ing. Trust ye not in princes, in the sons of men, in whom there is no salvation. 

His spirit shall go forth, and he shall return unto his earth. In that day all his thoughts shall perish. 

Blessed is he of whom the God of Jacob is his help, whose hope is in the Lord his God, Who hath 

made heaven and the earth, the sea and all that is therein, Who keepeth truth unto eternity, Who 

executeth judgement for the wronged, Who giveth food unto the hungry. The Lord looseth the 

fettered; the Lord maketh wise the blind; the Lord setteth aright the fallen; the Lord loveth the 

righteous; the Lord preserveth the proselytes. He shall adopt for His own the orphan and widow, 

and the way of sinners shall He destroy. The Lord shall be king unto eternity; thy God, O Sion, 

unto generation and generation.  

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

THE HYMN OF JUSTINIAN 

Choir: Only-begotten Son and Word of God, who art im-mortal, who for our salvation willed to 

be incarnate of the Holy Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary, and without change became man; and 

wast crucified, O Christ our God, and trampled down death by death; who art one of the Holy 

Trinity, glorified together with the Father and the Holy Spirit: save us. 

THE BEATITUDES IN TONE SEVEN 

In Thy kingdom remember us, O Lord, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 

• Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

• Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be comforted.  

For the Resurrection in Tone Seven 

Verse 10: Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 

Comely to behold and good for eating was the fruit that slew me. Christ is the Tree of Life, and 

eating thereof, I shall not die; but I cry out with the thief: Remember me, O Lord, in Thy King-

dom. 

Verse 9: Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled. 

When Thou wast raised up on the Cross, O Compassionate One, Thou didst blot out the hand-

writing that was against Adam for the sin of old, and Thou didst save the whole race of mortals 

from error. Wherefore, we praise Thee, O Benefactor and Lord. 
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Verse 8: Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. 

Thou didst nail our sins to the Cross, O Compassionate One, and by Thy death, O Christ, Thou 

didst put death to death; and Thou didst raise from the dead them that had died. Wherefore, we 

worship Thine august Resurrection. 

Verse 7: Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 

The serpent once poured forth venom into the ears of Eve. But Christ, while upon the Tree of the 

Cross, poured forth the sweetness of life for the world. Remember me, O Lord, in Thy Kingdom. 

Verse 6: Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the sons of God. 

Thou wast placed in a tomb as a mortal, O Christ, Thou Life of all. Thou didst break the bars of 

Hades, and arising in glory on the third day as one mighty, Thou didst enlighten all. Glory be to 

Thine Arising. 

Verse 5: Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom 

of heaven. 

When the Lord arose from the dead on the third day, He gave His peace unto the disciples; and 

having blessed them, He sent them forth, saying: Bring ye all men into My Kingdom. 

For the Entry of the Theotokos1 in Tone One 

Verse 4: Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner 

of evil against you falsely, for my sake.  

O prophet Esaias, prophesy to us: who is the virgin that shall be with child? It is she that springeth 

from the root of Judah and is born from David the King, the glorious fruit of a holy seed. 

Verse 3: Rejoice, and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in the heavens.  

Lead the dance, O virgins, sing songs as ye carry torches in your hands, keeping the feast with us 

and honouring with praises the progress of the pure Theotokos, who now departeth into the temple 

of the Lord. 

Also for Entry of the Theotokos 2 in Same Tone 

Verse 2: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

Resplendently attired, let us the Orthodox all gather to glorify the Mother of God, for today she 

is offered to the Lord as an acceptable sacrifice. 

Verse 1: Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 

Let the forefathers be exceedingly glad today, O Lady, and let her that brought thee forth rejoice 

with thy father; for their fruit is brought to the Lord. 

 

THE SUNDAY EISODIKON 

Verse: O come, let us worship and fall down before Christ. 

Choir: O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead; save us who sing unto Thee: Alleluia, Alleluia, 

Alleluia. 

Apolytikia: 

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE SEVEN 

Thou didst shatter death by Thy Cross, Thou didst open paradise to the thief; Thou didst turn the 

sadness of the ointment-bearing women into joy. And didst bid Thine Apostles proclaim a warn-

ing, that Thou hast risen O Christ, granting to the world the Great Mercy. 

 

 
1 Troparia 1—2 from 4th Ode of the 2nd Matins Canon. 
2 Troparia 1—3 from 5th Ode of the 2nd Matins Canon. 
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APOLYTIKION OF THE ENTRANCE OF THE THEOTOKOS IN TONE FOUR 

Today the Virgin is the foreshadowing of the pleasure of God, and the beginning of the preaching 

of the salvation of mankind. Thou hast appeared in the Temple of God openly and hast gone 

before, preaching Christ to all. Let us shout with one thrilling voice, saying: Rejoice, O thou who 

art the fulfillment of the Creator’s dispensation. 

APOLYTIKION OF ST. MARY MAGDALENE IN TONE ONE 

(**The soldiers standing guard**) 

When Christ God had been born for our sakes from the Virgin, thou faith-fully didst follow Him, 

keeping His statutes and heeding His sacred laws, O august Mary Magdalene. Hence, as we today 

observe thy holy remembrance, we receive the loosing of our sins and transgressions through thy 

holy prayer(s) for us. 

THE TRISAGION HYMN 

Holy God, Holy mighty, Holy Immortal have mercy on us. (thrice) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever, and unto the ages 

of ages. Amen. 

Holy Immortal have mercy on us. 

Holy God, Holy mighty, Holy Immortal have mercy on us. 

 

THE APOSTOLOS & THE GOSPEL 

PROKEIMENON, TONE 7 

The Lord will give strength unto His people; the Lord will bless His people with peace. (Ps.28:11) 

{twice} 

Verse: Bring unto the Lord, ye sons of God, bring unto the Lord the sons of rams; bring unto 

the Lord glory and honour. (Ps.28:1) 

The Lord will give strength unto His people; the Lord will bless His people with peace. 

SUNDAY APOSTOLOS: 

Reader: The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians §221 (2:14-22). 

Brethren, Christ is our peace, Who has made us both one, and has broken down the dividing 

wall of hostility, by abolishing in His flesh the law of commandments and ordinances, that He 

might create in Himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, and might reconcile 

us both to God in one body through the Cross, thereby bringing the hostility to an end. And He 

came and preached peace to you, who were far off, and peace to those who were near; for through 

Him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no longer strangers and 

sojourners, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, built 

upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the cornerstone, in 

Whom the whole structure is joined together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; in Whom 

you also are built into it for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit. 

ALLELUIA, IN TONE 7 

Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  

Verse 1: It is good to give praise unto the Lord, and chant unto Thy name, O Most High. (Ps.91:1) 

Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  

Verse 2: To proclaim in the morning Thy mercy, and Thy truth by night. (Ps.91:2a) 

Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  

GOSPEL FOR THE 9TH
 SUNDAY OF LUKE: 

Reader: The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke §66 (12:16-21). 
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Choir: Glory the Thee O Lord, Glory to Thee.  

Reader: The Lord spoke this parable: “The land of a rich man brought forth plentifully; and he 

thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?’ And he said, ‘I will 

do this: I will pull down my barns, and build larger ones; and there I will store all my grain and 

my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; take 

your ease, eat, drink, be merry.’ But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of 

you; and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ So is he who lays up treasure for 

himself, and is not rich toward God.” As He said this, Jesus called out, “He who has ears to hear, 

let him hear.” 

Choir: Glory the Thee O Lord, Glory to Thee. 

Then we sing the following, in tone 6 

Choir: Remember us, O Lord, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 

• Remember us, O Master, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 

• Remember us, O Holy One, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 

The heavenly choir praiseth Thee and saith: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth; heaven and earth 

are full of Thy glory. 

Verse: Come unto Him, and be enlightened and your faces shall not be ashamed. 

The heavenly choir praiseth Thee and saith: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth; heaven and earth 

are full of Thy glory. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

The choir of Holy angels and archangels, with all the heavenly hosts praiseth Thee and saith: 

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth; heaven and earth are full of Thy glory. 

Both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages.  Amen. 

THE SYMBOL OF FAITH 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible 

and invisible; 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Only-begotten, Begotten of the Father before 

all worlds, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, Begotten, not made; of one essence with the 

Father, by whom all things were made: Who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven, and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and was made man; And was 

crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate, and suffered and was buried; And the third day He rose 

again, according to the Scriptures; And ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of the 

Father; And He shall come again with glory to judge the living and the dead, Whose kingdom 

shall have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life, Who proceedeth from the Father, 

Who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified, Who spake by the Proph-

ets;  

And I believe in One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the 

remission of sins. I look for the Resurrection of the dead, And the Life of the world to come. 

Amen. 

Leader: Remit, pardon, forgive, O God, our offenses, both voluntary and involuntary, in deed and 

word, in knowledge and ignorance, by day and by night, in mind and thought; forgive us all 

things, for Thou art good and the Lover of mankind. 

All: Amen 
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done on 

earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil 

one. 

Leader: O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on us. 

All: Amen. 

Kontakia: 

KONTAKION OF THE RESURRECTION IN TONE SEVEN 

No longer will the dominion of death be able to keep men captive; for Christ hath descended, 

destroying and dispelling the powers' thereof. Hades is bound; the Prophets rejoice with one ac-

cord, saying: A Savior hath come for them that have faith. Come forth, ye faithful, for the Resur-

rection. 

KONTAKION OF ENTRANCE OF THE THEOTOKOS IN TONE FOUR 

(**Thou Who wast raised up**) 

The sacred treasury of God’s holy glory, * the greatly precious bridal chamber and Virgin, * the 

Savior’s most pure temple, free of stain and undefiled, * into the House of the Lord * on this day 

is brought forward * and bringeth with herself the grace * of the Most Divine Spirit; * her do 

God’s Angels hymn with songs of praise, * for she is truly the heavenly tabernacle. 

 

Leader: Lord, have mercy.  (12 times) 

O All-Holy Trinity, the consubstantial dominion, the indivisible Kingdom, and cause of every 

Good: Show Thy good will even unto me a sinner; make steadfast my heart and grant it under-

standing, and take away mine every defilement; enlighten my mind that I may glorify, hymn, 

worship, and say: 

Choir: One is Holy, One is Lord, Jesus Christ, to the Glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

PSALM 33 

Reader: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto 

ages of ages.  Amen 

I will bless the Lord at all times, His praise shall continually be in my mouth. In the Lord shall 

my soul be praised; let the meek hear and be glad. O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt 

His name together. I sought the Lord, and He heard me, and delivered me from all my tribulations. 

Come unto Him, and be enlightened, and your faces shall not be ashamed. This poor man cried, 

and the Lord heard him, and saved him out of all his tribulations. The angel of the Lord will 

encamp round about them that fear Him, and will deliver them. O taste and see that the Lord is 

good; blessed is the man that hopeth in Him. O fear the Lord, all ye His saints; for there is no 

want to them that fear Him. Rich men have turned poor and gone hungry; but they that seek the 

Lord shall not be deprived of any good thing. Come ye children, hearken unto me; I will teach 

you the fear of the Lord. What man is there that desireth life, who loveth to see good days? Keep 

thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking guile. Turn away from evil, and do good; seek 

peace, and pursue it. The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and His ears are opened unto 

their supplication. The face of the Lord is against them that do evil, utterly to destroy the remem-

brance of them from the earth. The righteous cried, and the Lord heard them, and He delivered 

them out of all their tribulations. The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a contrite heart, and He 

will save the humble of spirit. Many are the tribulations of the righteous, and the Lord shall deliver 

them out of them all. The Lord keepeth all their bones, not one of them shall be broken. The death 
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of sinners is evil, and they that hate the righteous shall do wrong. The Lord will redeem the souls 

of His servants, and none of them will do wrong that hope in Him.  

THE HYMN TO THE THEOTOKOS 

It is truly meet and right to bless thee, O Theotokos, who art ever blessed and all-blameless, and 

the Mother of our God. More honourable than the cherubim and more glorious beyond compare 

than the seraphim, thou who without corruption bearest God the Word and art truly Theotokos: 

We magnify thee. 

READINGS 

THE ENTRANCE OF THE THEOTOKOS INTO THE TEMPLE 

According to Holy Tradition, the Entry of the Most Holy Theotokos into the Temple took place 

in the following manner. The parents of the Virgin Mary, Saints Joachim and Anna, praying for 

an end to their childlessness, vowed that if a child were born to them, they would dedicate it to 

the service of God. 

When the Most Holy Virgin reached the age of three, the holy parents decided to fulfill their 

vow. They gathered together their relatives and acquaintances, and dressed the All-Pure Virgin 

in Her finest clothes. Singing sacred songs and with lighted candles in their hands, virgins es-

corted Her to the Temple (Ps. 44/45:14-15). There the High Priest and several priests met the 

handmaiden of God. In the Temple, fifteen high steps led to the sanctuary, which only the priests 

and High Priest could enter. (Because they recited a Psalm on each step, Psalms 119/120-133/134 

are called “Psalms of Ascent.”) The child Mary, so it seemed, could not make it up this stairway. 

But just as they placed Her on the first step, strengthened by the power of God, She quickly went 

up the remaining steps and ascended to the highest one. Then the High Priest, through inspiration 

from above, led the Most Holy Virgin into the Holy of Holies, where only the High Priest entered 

once a year to offer a purifying sacrifice of blood. Therefore, all those present in the Temple were 

astonished at this most unusual occurrence. 

After entrusting their child to the Heavenly Father, Joachim and Anna returned home. The All-

Holy Virgin remained in the quarters for virgins near the Temple. According to the testimony of 

Holy Scripture (Exodus 38; 1 Kings 1: 28; Luke 2: 37), and also the historian Josephus Flavius, 

there were many living quarters around the Temple, in which those who were dedicated to the 

service of God dwelt.  

The earthly life of the Most Holy Theotokos from Her infancy until She was taken up to Heaven 

is shrouded in deep mystery. Her life at the Jerusalem Temple was also a secret. “If anyone were 

to ask me,” said Saint Jerome, “how the Most Holy Virgin spent the time of Her youth, I would 

answer that that is known to God Himself and the Archangel Gabriel, Her constant guardian.” 

But there are accounts in Church Tradition, that during the All-Pure Virgin’s stay at the Temple, 

She grew up in a community of pious virgins, diligently read the Holy Scripture, occupied Herself 

with handicrafts, prayed constantly, and grew in love for God. From ancient times, the Church 

has celebrated the Feast of the Entry of the Most Holy Theotokos into the Temple. Indications 

that the Feast was observed in the first centuries of Christianity are found in the traditions of 

Palestinian Christians, which say that the holy Empress Helen (May 21) built a church in honor 

of the Entry of the Most Holy Theotokos into the Temple. 

Saint Gregory of Nyssa, in the fourth century, also mentions this Feast. In the eighth century 

Saints Germanus and Tarasius, Patriarchs of Constantinople, delivered sermons on the Feast of 

the Entry.  
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The Feast of the Entry of the Most Holy Theotokos into the Temple foretells God’s blessing for 

the human race, the preaching of salvation, the promise of the coming of Christ. [From oca.org] 

 

* * * 

OUR FATHER AMONG THE SAINTS AMPHILOCHIUS, BISHOP OF ICONIUM 

Saint Amphilochius, who was born in Cappadocia, shone forth in asceticism and divine 

knowledge even from his youth. He was consecrated Bishop of Iconium in 341; he struggled 

courageously against the blasphemies of Eunomius, Macedonius the enemy of the Holy Spirit, 

and the followers of Arius. He was present at the Second Ecumenical Council of the 150 Fathers, 

which took place in Constantinople, convoked during the reign of Theodosius the Great in the 

year 381.  

In 383 Amphilochius wished to persuade the Emperor Theodosius to forbid the Arians from 

gathering in Constantinople and to commit the churches to the Orthodox, but the Emperor was 

reluctant to do such a thing. The next time that Amphilochius entered the palace, he addressed 

Theodosius with proper honor, but slighted his young son Arcadius in his presence. Theodosius 

was indignant, and said the dishonor shown to his son was equally an insult to himself. To this 

Saint Amphilochius answered that as he would not suffer an insult to his son, so he ought to 

believe that God is wroth with those who blaspheme His Only-begotten. Saint Theodosius under-

stood and admired Amphilochius’ ingenious device, and he issued the desired edict in September 

of the same year.  

Saint Amphilochius, having reached deep old age, reposed in peace about the year 395. Saint 

Basil the Great wrote many letters to Saint Amphilochius, his friend and fellow champion of the 

Faith, and at his request wrote his treatise On the Holy Spirit, which besides demonstrating the 

divinity of the Holy Spirit and His equality with the Father and the Son, defends the Church’s 

unwritten ancient traditions, such as making the sign of the Cross, turning towards the East in 

prayer, not kneeling on Sunday, and so forth. [From tyoos.org] 

  

* * * 

OUR FATHER AMONG THE SAINT GREGORY, BISHOP OF AGRIGENTUM IN SICILY 

Saint Gregory, the son of pious parents named Chariton and Theodota, was born in Agrigentum, 

a city of Sicily, and was great in virtue from his childhood. He was baptized, brought up, and 

tonsured reader by Bishop Potamion during the reign of Justinian II, in the seventh century. At 

the age of eighteen he made a pilgrimage to Jerusalem, where he was ordained deacon by Mac-

arius, Bishop of Jerusalem. He travelled to Constantinople, and then to Rome, where he was 

consecrated Bishop of his native Agrigentum. As Bishop of Agrigentum he worked many mira-

cles and shone brilliantly in virtue, but also suffered many great temptations from the priests 

Sabine and Crescentius, who so envied him that they slandered him to the Pope as a fornicator 

and had him cast into prison for two and a half years. In the end, however, he vindicated himself 

by casting the demon out of the woman who had falsely accused him of committing sin with her. 

Saint Gregory reposed in peace in deep old age. [From tyoos.org] 

 

* * * 

VENERABLE ISCHYRION, BISHOP IN EGYPT AND HERMIT OF SKETIS 

Saint Ischyrion the Bishop met his end in peace. Some sources have him as a Bishop of Tarsus. 

Others regard him as the Holy Abba of Egypt of whom the following saying is attributed: 
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"The holy Fathers were prophesying about the last generation. They said, ‘What have we our-

selves done?’ One of them, the great Abba Ischyrion replied, ‘We ourselves have fulfilled the 

commandments of God.’ The others replied, 'And those who come after us, what will they do?’ 

He said, ‘They will struggle to achieve half our works.’ They said, 'And to those who come after 

them, what will happen?’ He said, ‘The men of that generation will not accomplish any works at 

all and temptation will come upon them; and those who will be approved in that day will be 

greater than either us or our Fathers.’" [From Mystagogy] 

 

* * * 

OUR RIGHTEOUS FATHER SISINIUS OF CYZICUS, THE MARTYR 

The Holy Confessor Sisinius was Bishop of Cyzicus in what is now Turkey. During the perse-

cution of Diocletian he was slated for martyrdom, having been tied behind a horse in an effort to 

drag him through the streets until death. Sisinius survived, however, and died in the year 325 AD. 

[From oca.org] 

THE DISMISSAL 

The Leader bows toward the icon of Christ on the iconostasis, saying: 

Leader: Glory to thee, O Christ our God and our Hope, glory to thee. 

All: Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever, and unto ages 

of ages. Amen. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. O Lord, bless. 

Leader: O Thou Who rose again from the dead, Christ our true God, through the intercessions of 

his all-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother—whose Entrance into the Holy of Holies we 

now celebrate; of the Holy Myrrh-Bearer and Equal to the Apostles Mary Magdalene, protector 

of this community; of our fathers among the saints Amphilokios, bishop of Iconium; Gregory, 

bishop of Agrigentum; ((Ischyrion, bishop in Egypt and hermit of Sketis; Venerable Sisinios the 

Confessor of Kyzikos)), whose memory we celebrate today, and of all the saints: have mercy on 

us, and save us, for Thou art good and lovest mankind. 

Then, facing the icon of Christ, on the iconostasis, the Leader says: 

Leader: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy on us, 

and save us.  

All: Amen. 


