
1 
 

Due to copyright restrictions, these works may not be further reproduced, 
beyond printing out a single copy for personal non-commercial use. 

 
READER’S TYPIKA ON SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2025 

(27th Sunday after Pentecost) 
Sunday of the Forefathers (Ancestors) of Christ 

 
Leader: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy on us, 
and save us. 
Reader: Amen.  

THE TRISAGION PRAYERS 
People: Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have mercy on us. (Thrice) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 
ages.  Amen 

All-holy Trinity, have mercy on us. Lord, cleanse us from our sins. Master, pardon our iniqui-
ties. Holy One, visit and heal our infirmities for thy Name’s sake. 

Lord, have mercy.  (Thrice) 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages.  Amen 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done on 

earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil 
one. 
Leader:  O Lord, Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on us.  
All: Amen. 
Reader: Lord, have mercy.  (12 times) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 
ages.  Amen. 

O come, let us worship and fall down before God our King. 
O come, let us worship and fall down before Christ, our King and our God. 
O come, let us worship and fall down before the Very Christ, our King and our God. 

 
THE FIRST ANTIPHON: PSALM 102 

Reader: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me bless His holy name. Bless the Lord, 
O my soul, and forget not all that He hath done for thee, Who is gracious unto all thine iniquities, 
Who healeth all thine infirmities, Who redeemeth thy life from corruption, Who crowneth thee 
with mercy and compassion, Who fulfilleth thy desire with good things; thy youth shall be re-
newed as the eagle's. The Lord performeth deeds of mercy, and executeth judgement for all them 
that are wronged. He hath made His ways known unto Moses, unto the sons of Israel the things 
that He hath willed. Compassionate and merciful is the Lord, long-suffering and plenteous in 
mercy; not unto the end will He be angered, neither unto eternity will He be wroth. Not according 
to our iniquities hath He dealt with us, neither according to our sins hath He rewarded us. For 
according to the height of heaven from the earth, the Lord hath made His mercy to prevail over 
them that fear Him. As far as the east is from the west, so far hath He removed our iniquities from 
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us. Like as a father hath compassion upon his sons, so hath the Lord had compassion upon them 
that fear Him; for He knoweth whereof we are made, He hath remembered that we are dust. As 
for man, his days are as the grass; as a flower of the field, so shall he blossom forth. For when the 
wind is passed over it, then it shall be gone, and no longer will it know the place thereof. But the 
mercy of the Lord is from eternity, even unto eternity, upon them that fear Him. And His right-
eousness is upon sons of sons, upon them that keep His testament and remember His command-
ments to do them. The Lord in heaven hath prepared His throne, and His kingdom ruleth over all. 
Bless the Lord, all ye His angels, mighty in strength, that perform His word, to hear the voice of 
His words. Bless the Lord, all ye His hosts, His ministers that do His will. Bless the Lord, all ye 
His works, in every place of His dominion.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 
ages.  Amen 

And again: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me bless His holy Name; blessed 
art Thou, O Lord. 

THE SECOND ANTIPHON: PSALM 145 
Reader: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 
Praise the Lord, O my soul. I will praise the Lord in my life, I will chant unto my God for as long 
as I have my being. Trust ye not in princes, in the sons of men, in whom there is no salvation. His 
spirit shall go forth, and he shall return unto his earth. In that day all his thoughts shall perish. 
Blessed is he of whom the God of Jacob is his help, whose hope is in the Lord his God, Who hath 
made heaven and the earth, the sea and all that is therein, Who keepeth truth unto eternity, Who 
executeth judgement for the wronged, Who giveth food unto the hungry. The Lord looseth the 
fettered; the Lord maketh wise the blind; the Lord setteth aright the fallen; the Lord loveth the 
righteous; the Lord preserveth the proselytes. He shall adopt for His own the orphan and widow, 
and the way of sinners shall He destroy. The Lord shall be king unto eternity; thy God, O Sion, 
unto generation and generation.  
Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 
THE HYMN OF JUSTINIAN 

Choir: Only-begotten Son and Word of God, who art immortal, who for our salvation willed to 
be incarnate of the Holy Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary, and without change became man; and 
wast crucified, O Christ our God, and trampled down death by death; who art one of the Holy 
Trinity, glorified together with the Father and the Holy Spirit: save us. 

 
THE BEATITUDES IN TONE TWO 

In Thy kingdom remember us, O Lord, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 
• Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
• Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be comforted. 

For the Resurrection in Tone Two 
Verse 10: Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 
We bring unto Thee the words of the thief, and we cry unto Thee: Remember us, O Saviour, in 
Thy Kingdom. 
Verse 9: Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled. 
For the forgiveness of our sins, we bring before Thee the Cross, which Thou didst accept for us, 
O Friend of man. 
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Verse 8: Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. 
We worship Thy burial and arising, O Master, whereby Thou hast delivered the world from cor-
ruption, O Friend of man. 
Verse 7: Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
By Thy death, O Lord, death was swallowed up; and by Thy Resurrection, O Saviour, Thou hast 
saved the world. 
Verse 6: Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the sons of God. 
When they that slept in darkness saw Thee, the Light, in the nethermost regions of Hades, O 
Christ, they arose. 
Verse 5: Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven. 
Thou didst meet the myrrh-bearers when Thou didst arise from the tomb, and Thou didst com-
mand them to tell the disciples of Thine Arising. 

For the Forefathers1 in Tone One 
Verse 4: Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner 
of evil against you falsely, for my sake.  
When thou wast led to be sacrificed in obedience to thy father, O most blessed Isaac, thou plainly 
becamest a type of Christ's Passion; wherefore, thou art counted blessed, and art truly a genuine 
friend of God, dwelling with all the righteous. 
Verse 3: Rejoice, and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in the heavens.  
Jacob was seen to be a most faithful servant of the God of all; wherefore, he wrestled with an 
Angel and was renamed, Mind that beholdeth God; and as he slept, he beheld a divine ladder 
whereon stood God, Who in His goodness was united to the flesh. 
Verse 2: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 
Joseph, who took pleasure in obedience to his father, was cast in a pit and sold as a slave, so 
prefiguring Christ, Who was sacrificed and laid in a pit. And he became Egypt's provider of 
wheat, and being sober-minded and righteous, he was also a very king over passions. 
Verse 1: Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 
He that is ever with the Father and the Spirit is made known as a new-born child upon the earth; 
and swaddled is He Who doth truly swaddle the earth with mist, and He reclineth in a manger of 
brute beasts. Let us now joyously celebrate the pre-festival of His seedless birth. 

THE SUNDAY EISODIKON 
Verse: O come, let us worship and fall down before Christ. 
Choir: O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead; save us who sing to Thee: Alleluia, Alleluia, 
Alleluia. 

Apolytikia: 
RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE TWO 

When Thou didst submit Thyself unto death, O Thou deathless and immortal One, then Thou 
didst destroy hell with Thy Godly power. And when Thou didst raise the dead from beneath the 
earth, all the powers of Heaven did cry aloud unto Thee: O Christ, Thou giver of life, glory to 
Thee. 
  

 
1 These Troparia are from the 6th Ode of the Matins Canon of the Forefathers. 
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APOLYTIKION OF THE FOREFATHERS IN TONE TWO 
Thou hast justified by faith the ancient Forefathers, and through them Thou hast gone before and 
betrothed unto Thyself the Church of the Gentiles. Let the saints, therefore, take pride in glory; for 
from their seed sprouted forth a noble fruit, and she it was who gave birth to Thee without seed. 
Wherefore, by their pleadings, O Christ God, save our souls. 

APOLYTIKION OF ST. MARY MAGDALENE IN TONE ONE 
(**The soldiers standing guard**) 

When Christ God had been born for our sakes from the Virgin, thou faith-fully didst follow Him, 
keeping His statutes and heeding His sacred laws, O august Mary Magdalene. Hence, as we today 
observe thy holy remembrance, we receive the loosing of our sins and transgressions through thy 
holy prayer(s) for us. 

THE TRISAGION HYMN 
Holy God, Holy mighty, Holy Immortal have mercy on us. (thrice) 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever, and unto the ages 

of ages. Amen. 
Holy Immortal have mercy on us. 
Holy God, Holy mighty, Holy Immortal have mercy on us. 

 
THE APOSTOLOS & THE GOSPEL 

PROKEIMENON IN TONE 4 
(Song of Three Youths) 

Blessed art Thou, O Lord, the God of our Fathers, and praised and glorified is Thy Name unto 
the ages. {twice} 

Verse: For righteous art Thou in all which Thou hast done for us. 
Blessed art Thou, O Lord, the God of our Fathers, and praised and glorified is Thy Name unto 
the ages.      

APOSTOLOS FOR THE FOREFATHERS: 
Reader: The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Colossians §257 (3:4-11). 

Brethren, when Christ, Who is our life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.  
Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and cov-
etousness, which is idolatry.  On account of these, the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of 
disobedience.  In these you once walked, when you lived in them.  But now put them all away: 
anger, wrath, malice, slander, and foul talk from your mouth.  Do not lie to one another, seeing 
that you have put off the old nature with its practices and have put on the new nature, which is 
being renewed in knowledge after the image of its Creator.  Here there cannot be Greek and Jew, 
circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free man, but Christ is all, and in all. 

ALLELUIA, TONE 4 
Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  
Verse 1: Moses and Aaron among His priests, and Samuel among them that call upon His 
Name. (Ps.98:6) 
Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  
Verse 2:  The righteous cried, and the Lord heard them, and He delivered them out of all their 
tribulations. (Ps.33:17) 
Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  
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GOSPEL FOR THE 11TH SUNDAY OF LUKE: 
Reader: The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke §76 (14:16-24). 
Choir: Glory the Thee O Lord, Glory to Thee.  

Reader: The Lord spoke this parable: “A man once gave a great banquet, and invited many; and 
at the time for the banquet he sent his servant to say to those who had been invited, ‘Come; for 
all is now ready.’  But, one by one, they all began to make excuses.  The first said to him, ‘I have 
bought a field, and I must go out and see it; I pray you, have me excused.’  And another said, ‘I 
have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to examine them; I pray you, have me excused.’  And 
another said, ‘I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.’  So the servant came and 
reported this to his master.  Then the householder in anger said to his servant, ‘Go out quickly to 
the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in the poor and maimed and blind and lame.’  And the 
servant said, ‘Sir, what you commanded has been done, and still there is room.’  And the master 
said to the servant, ‘Go out to the highways and hedges, and compel people to come in, that my 
house may be filled.  For I tell you, none of those men who were invited shall taste my banquet.’  
For many are called, but few are chosen.” 
Choir: Glory the Thee O Lord, Glory to Thee.  

 
Then we sing the following, in tone 6 

Choir: Remember us, O Lord, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 
• Remember us, O Master, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 
• Remember us, O Holy One, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 
The heavenly choir praiseth Thee and saith: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth; heaven and earth 
are full of Thy glory. 

Verse: Come unto Him, and be enlightened and your faces shall not be ashamed. 
The heavenly choir praiseth Thee and saith: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth; heaven and earth 
are full of Thy glory. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 
The choir of Holy angels and archangels, with all the heavenly hosts praiseth Thee and saith: 
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth; heaven and earth are full of Thy glory. 

Both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages.  Amen. 
 

THE SYMBOL OF FAITH 
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible 

and invisible; 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Only-begotten, Begotten of the Father before 

all worlds, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, Begotten, not made; of one essence with the 
Father, by whom all things were made: Who for us men and for our salvation came down from 
heaven, and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and was made man; And was 
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate, and suffered and was buried; And the third day He rose 
again, according to the Scriptures; And ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of the 
Father; And He shall come again with glory to judge the living and the dead, Whose kingdom 
shall have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life, Who proceedeth from the Father, 
Who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified, Who spake by the Proph-
ets;  



6 
 

And I believe in One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the 
remission of sins. I look for the Resurrection of the dead, And the Life of the world to come. 
Amen. 
Leader: Remit, pardon, forgive, O God, our offenses, both voluntary and involuntary, in deed and 
word, in knowledge and ignorance, by day and by night, in mind and thought; forgive us all 
things, for Thou art good and the Lover of mankind. 
All: Amen 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done on 
earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil 
one. 
Leader: O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on us. 
All: Amen. 

Kontakia: 
KONTAKION OF THE RESURRECTION IN TONE TWO 

(**Thou soughtest the heights**) 
Arisen art Thou, * Almighty Saviour, from the tomb; * as Hades beheld, * he trembled at the 
miracle; * and the dead arose, and creation, seeing this, doth rejoice with Thee; * and as Adam 
also is glad, * the world, O my Saviour, praiseth Thee forever. 

KONTAKION OF THE FOREFATHERS IN TONE SIX 
A hand-wrought image ye would not worship, O thrice-blessed ones; but armed by the Unde-
pictable Essence, ye were glorified in your ordeal by fire. Standing in the midst of the irresistible 
flame, ye called upon God: Speed Thou, O Compassionate One, and hasten, since Thou art mer-
ciful, to come unto our aid; for Thou art able, if it be Thy will. 

KONTAKION OF PREPARATION OF CHRIST’S NATIVITY IN TONE THREE 
(**The original melody**)2 

Today the Virgin comes to the cave to ineffably give birth to the pre-eternal Word. Hear the glad 
tidings and rejoice, all the ends of the earth; with the angels and shepherds glorify Him. He comes 
a young child, He Who is from eternity God. 
 
Leader: Lord, have mercy.  (12 times) 

O All-Holy Trinity, the consubstantial dominion, the indivisible Kingdom, and cause of every 
Good: Show Thy good will even unto me a sinner; make steadfast my heart and grant it under-
standing, and take away mine every defilement; enlighten my mind that I may glorify, hymn, 
worship, and say: 
Choir: One is Holy, One is Lord, Jesus Christ, to the Glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 
PSALM 33 

Reader: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto 
ages of ages.  Amen 

I will bless the Lord at all times, His praise shall continually be in my mouth. In the Lord shall 
my soul be praised; let the meek hear and be glad. O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt 
His name together. I sought the Lord, and He heard me, and delivered me from all my tribulations. 

 
2 This translation matches the melody the St. Mary Magdalene choir is most familiar with. 
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Come unto Him, and be enlightened, and your faces shall not be ashamed. This poor man cried, 
and the Lord heard him, and saved him out of all his tribulations. The angel of the Lord will 
encamp round about them that fear Him, and will deliver them. O taste and see that the Lord is 
good; blessed is the man that hopeth in Him. O fear the Lord, all ye His saints; for there is no 
want to them that fear Him. Rich men have turned poor and gone hungry; but they that seek the 
Lord shall not be deprived of any good thing. Come ye children, hearken unto me; I will teach 
you the fear of the Lord. What man is there that desireth life, who loveth to see good days? Keep 
thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking guile. Turn away from evil, and do good; seek 
peace, and pursue it. The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and His ears are opened unto 
their supplication. The face of the Lord is against them that do evil, utterly to destroy the remem-
brance of them from the earth. The righteous cried, and the Lord heard them, and He delivered 
them out of all their tribulations. The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a contrite heart, and He 
will save the humble of spirit. Many are the tribulations of the righteous, and the Lord shall deliver 
them out of them all. The Lord keepeth all their bones, not one of them shall be broken. The death 
of sinners is evil, and they that hate the righteous shall do wrong. The Lord will redeem the souls 
of His servants, and none of them will do wrong that hope in Him.  

 
THE HYMN TO THE THEOTOKOS 

It is truly meet and right to bless thee, O Theotokos, who art ever blessed and all-blameless, and 
the Mother of our God. More honourable than the cherubim and more glorious beyond compare 
than the seraphim, thou who without corruption bearest God the Word and art truly Theotokos: 
We magnify thee. 

READINGS 
THE SUNDAY OF THE FOREFATHERS 

On the Sunday that occurs on or immediately after the eleventh of this month, we commemorate 
Christ's forefathers according to the flesh, both those that came before the Law, and those that 
lived after the giving of the Law. 

Special commemoration is made of the Patriarch Abraham, to whom the promise was first 
given, when God said to him, "In thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed" (Gen. 
22:18). This promise was given some two thousand years before Christ, when Abraham was sev-
enty-five years of age. God called him and commanded him to forsake his country, parents, and 
kinsmen, and to depart to the land of the Canaanites. When he arrived there, God told him, "I will 
give this land to thy seed" (Gen. 12:7); for this cause, that land was called the "Promised Land," 
which later became the country of the Hebrew people, and which is also called Palestine by the 
historians. There, after the passage of twenty-four years, Abraham received God's law concerning 
circumcision. In the one hundredth year of his life, when Sarah was in her ninetieth year, they 
became the parents of Isaac. Having lived 175 years altogether, he reposed in peace, a venerable 
elder full of days. [From tyoos.org] 

* * * 
THE HOLY MARTYRS THYRSUS, LEUCIUS, AND CALLINICUS OF ASIA MINOR 

The Holy Martyrs Thyrsos, Leukios, and Kallinikos, suffered for Christ under Emperor Decius 
(249-251) at Caesarea in Bithynίa. When Saint Leukios reproached the prefect Cumbricius for 
his unjust persecution of Christians, he was tortured and then executed. 
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Saint Thyrsos, who was still a catechumen, was nonetheless eager for martyrdom. He was sen-
tenced to cruel tortures after refusing to offer sacrifice to the idols. Citing the words of the Prophet 
Jeremiah (2:27), he ridiculed those who worshiped idols made of wood and stone. 

The Saint’s arms and legs were pulled out of their sockets, his eyes were plucked out, and his 
teeth were smashed with a hammer. He was taken to a heathen temple, where, by his prayers, he 
toppled a statue of Apollo. Cumbricius was outraged by this, and he ordered even greater torments 
be devised for the athlete of Christ. Saint Thyrsos endured them all, then died after making the 
Sign of the Cross. The pagan priest Kallinikos, after witnessing the bravery of Saint Thyrsos and 
the miracle he performed, believed in Christ and boldly confessed the true Faith, for which he 
was beheaded. [From oca.org] 

* * * 
THE HOLY MARTYRS PHILEMON, APOLLONIUS, AND ARIAN OF ALEXANDRIA 

These Saints lived during the reign of Emperor Diocletian (ca. 290). Arrian, the ruler of Thebes 
in Egypt, arrested 37 Christians, including Saints Askalon and Leonidas (May 20). Arrian gave 
them the choice of sacrificing to the idols, or being tortured and executed. Most preferred to die 
rather than deny Christ. One of them, the Reader Apollonios, was afraid of being tortured, so his 
gave his clothes and four gold coins to a pagan musician named Philemon (Philḗmon) to offer 
sacrifice to the idols in his place. Philemon wore Apolonnios' clothes and covered his face. As he 
approached the altar, his heart was illumined with divine grace, and the eyes of his mind were 
opened. He made the Sign of the Cross and confessed Christ. 

The ruler asked what this meant, and Philemon cried aloud, "I am a Christian, and the servant 
of Christ." 

Then Arrian sent for Philemon to come and play his flute, in order to calm "Apollonios" so that 
he would be more inclined to worship idols. Arrian's servants could not find Philemon, so instead 
they brought his brother Theonas. Recognizing his disguised brother, Theonas laughed and said, 
"Philemon stands before you." 

Arrian ordered Philemon's face to be uncovered, then told him to take off Apollonios' garments 
and to offer sacrifice with him. Instead, Philemon ridiculed the pagan "gods." He said that he had 
truly become a Christian, although he had not been baptized. Philemon prayed fervently, and 
suddenly a heavy rain fell, which was a Baptism for him. 

Since it was Apollonios who caused Philemon to believe, Arrian brought him before him as 
well, and this time he confessed Christ. As a result, Arrian tortured them cruelly, and then be-
headed them. 

Immediately, Arrian was stricken with blindness. Saint Philemon appeared to him in a dream 
and told him to smear some dirt from his grave on his eyes, and he would be cured. That is exactly 
what happened. Then Arrian and his four bodyguards believed in Christ, and later they were all 
martyred together circa 305. [From oca.org] 

THE DISMISSAL 
The Leader bows toward the icon of Christ on the iconostasis, saying: 

Leader: Glory to thee, O Christ our God and our Hope, glory to thee. 
All: Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever, and unto ages 
of ages. Amen. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. O Lord, bless. 
Leader: O Thou Who rose again from the dead, Christ our true God, through the intercessions of 
his all-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother; of our venerable and God-bearing fathers; of 
the Holy Myrrh-Bearer and Equal to the Apostles Mary Magdalene, protector of this community; 



9 
 

of the Holy Forefathers of our Lord Jesus Christ; of the Martyrs Thyrsos, Leukios and Kallinikos 
of Apollonia; and the Martyrs Philemon, Apollonios, Hypatios and Arrianos of Alexandria, whose 
memory we celebrate today, and of all the saints: have mercy on us, and save us, for Thou art 
good and lovest mankind. 

Then, facing the icon of Christ, on the iconostasis, the Leader says: 
Leader: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy on us, 
and save us.  
All: Amen. 


