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Due to copyright restrictions, these works may not be further reproduced, 

beyond printing out a single copy for personal non-commercial use. 

 

READER’S TYPIKA ON SUNDAY, AUGUST 2, 2026 
(9th Sunday after Pentecost) 

The Recovery of the Holy Relics of the Proto-Martyr Stephen the Archdeacon 

 
Leader: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy on us, 

and save us. 

Reader: Amen.  

THE TRISAGION PRAYERS 

People: Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have mercy on us. (Thrice) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages.  Amen 

All-holy Trinity, have mercy on us. Lord, cleanse us from our sins. Master, pardon our iniqui-

ties. Holy One, visit and heal our infirmities for thy Name’s sake. 

Lord, have mercy.  (Thrice) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages.  Amen 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done on 

earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil 

one. 

Leader:  O Lord, Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on us.  

All: Amen. 

Reader: Lord, have mercy.  (12 times) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages.  Amen. 

O come, let us worship and fall down before God our King. 

O come, let us worship and fall down before Christ, our King and our God. 

O come, let us worship and fall down before the Very Christ, our King and our God. 

 

THE FIRST ANTIPHON: PSALM 102 

Reader: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me bless His holy name. Bless the Lord, 

O my soul, and forget not all that He hath done for thee, Who is gracious unto all thine iniquities, 

Who healeth all thine infirmities, Who redeemeth thy life from corruption, Who crowneth thee 

with mercy and compassion, Who fulfilleth thy desire with good things; thy youth shall be re-

newed as the eagle's. The Lord performeth deeds of mercy, and executeth judgement for all them 

that are wronged. He hath made His ways known unto Moses, unto the sons of Israel the things 

that He hath willed. Compassionate and merciful is the Lord, long-suffering and plenteous in 

mercy; not unto the end will He be angered, neither unto eternity will He be wroth. Not according 

to our iniquities hath He dealt with us, neither according to our sins hath He rewarded us. For 

according to the height of heaven from the earth, the Lord hath made His mercy to prevail over 

them that fear Him. As far as the east is from the west, so far hath He removed our iniquities from 
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us. Like as a father hath compassion upon his sons, so hath the Lord had compassion upon them 

that fear Him; for He knoweth whereof we are made, He hath remembered that we are dust. As 

for man, his days are as the grass; as a flower of the field, so shall he blossom forth. For when the 

wind is passed over it, then it shall be gone, and no longer will it know the place thereof. But the 

mercy of the Lord is from eternity, even unto eternity, upon them that fear Him. And His right-

eousness is upon sons of sons, upon them that keep His testament and remember His command-

ments to do them. The Lord in heaven hath prepared His throne, and His kingdom ruleth over all. 

Bless the Lord, all ye His angels, mighty in strength, that perform His word, to hear the voice of 

His words. Bless the Lord, all ye His hosts, His ministers that do His will. Bless the Lord, all ye 

His works, in every place of His dominion.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages.  Amen 

And again: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me bless His holy Name; blessed 

art Thou, O Lord. 

THE SECOND ANTIPHON: PSALM 145 

Reader: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

Praise the Lord, O my soul. I will praise the Lord in my life, I will chant unto my God for as long 

as I have my be-ing. Trust ye not in princes, in the sons of men, in whom there is no salvation. 

His spirit shall go forth, and he shall return unto his earth. In that day all his thoughts shall perish. 

Blessed is he of whom the God of Jacob is his help, whose hope is in the Lord his God, Who hath 

made heaven and the earth, the sea and all that is therein, Who keepeth truth unto eternity, Who 

executeth judgement for the wronged, Who giveth food unto the hungry. The Lord looseth the 

fettered; the Lord maketh wise the blind; the Lord setteth aright the fallen; the Lord loveth the 

righteous; the Lord preserveth the proselytes. He shall adopt for His own the orphan and widow, 

and the way of sinners shall He destroy. The Lord shall be king unto eternity; thy God, O Sion, 

unto generation and generation.  

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

THE HYMN OF JUSTINIAN 

Choir: Only-begotten Son and Word of God, who art im-mortal, who for our salvation willed to 

be incarnate of the Holy Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary, and without change became man; and 

wast crucified, O Christ our God, and trampled down death by death; who art one of the Holy 

Trinity, glorified together with the Father and the Holy Spirit: save us. 

 

THE BEATITUDES IN TONE EIGHT 

In Thy kingdom remember us, O Lord, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 

• Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

• Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be comforted.  

For the Resurrection in Tone Eight 

Verse 10: Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 

Remember us, O Christ, the Saviour of the world, even as Thou didst remember the thief upon 

the Cross; and deem us all worthy of Thy Heavenly Kingdom, O only Compassionate One. 

Verse 9: Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled. 

Hearken, O Adam, and rejoice with Eve; for he that of old stripped you both naked and took us 

captive by deceit is brought to nought by the Cross of Christ. 
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Verse 8: Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. 

Nailed to the Tree of Thine own will, O our Saviour, Thou didst deliver Adam from the curse of 

the tree; and, as Thou art compassionate, Thou didst restore to him Thine image and didst make 

him to dwell again in Paradise. 

Verse 7: Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 

Today Christ is risen from the grave, granting incorruption unto all the faithful; and He doth 

inaugurate joy for the myrrh-bearers after His Passion and Arising. 

Verse 6: Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the sons of God. 

Rejoice, O ye wise myrrh-bearing women, who were the first to behold the Resurrection of Christ, 

and  to  proclaim  unto  His  Apostles  the restoration of the whole world. 

Verse 5: Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom 

of heaven. 

O ye friends of Christ, who have shone forth as Apostles, who shall sit together with Him in 

glory: Intercede ye, as His disciples, that we may stand before Him with boldness. 

For St. Stephen the Proto-Martyr1 in Tone Eight 

Verse 4: Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner 

of evil against you falsely, for my sake.  

Thou didst show thyself to be a theologian and a sacred instructor in holy things, O most excellent 

Martyr Stephen, joining battle with the assemblies of the Hebrews and unerringly convicting their 

godlessness and God-opposing temper. 

Verse 3: Rejoice, and be exceeding glad, for great is your reward in the heavens.  

Come, and with one accord let us praise in hymns inspired of God that companion of the Angels, 

Christ's First Martyr and First Deacon, who hath gloriously shown unto the Martyrs the starting-

post of their race. 

Verse 2: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

With the power of the life that thou didst wisely preach, raise up my deadened mind to praise 

thine august festival with hymns, O blessed Stephen, and count me worthy to walk in thy foot-

steps. 

Verse 1: Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 

Thou art the spiritual gate of the Dayspring from on high, Who hath appeared upon the earth, O 

immaculate Virgin; for through thee, the Word is entered in unto us, to save all men from unrea-

son. 

THE SUNDAY EISODIKON 

Verse: O come, let us worship and fall down before Christ. 

Choir: O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead; save us who sing to Thee: Alleluia, Alleluia, 

Alleluia. 

Apolytikia: 

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE EIGHT 

From the heights Thou didst descend, O compassionate One, and Thou didst submit to the three-

day burial, that Thou might deliver us from passion; Thou art our life and our Resurrection, O 

Lord, glory to Thee. 

 

 
1 Troparia 1, 2, 4 & Theotokion, from 3rd Ode of the Matins Canon. 
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APOLYTIKION OF ST. STEPHEN IN TONE FOUR 

(**Be quick to anticipate**) 

The crown of the Kingdom hath adorned the brow of thy head * because of the contests that thou 

hast endured for Christ God, thou first of the martyred Saints; * for when thou hadst censured the 

Jews’ madness, thou sawest * Christ thy Savior standing at the right hand of the Father. * O 

Stephen, ever pray Him for us, that He would save our souls. 

APOLYTIKION OF ST. MARY MAGDALENE IN TONE ONE 

(**The soldiers standing guard**) 

When Christ God had been born for our sakes from the Virgin, thou faith-fully didst follow Him, 

keeping His statutes and heeding His sacred laws, O august Mary Magdalene. Hence, as we today 

observe thy holy remembrance, we receive the loosing of our sins and transgressions through thy 

holy prayer(s) for us. 

THE TRISAGION HYMN 

Holy God, Holy mighty, Holy Immortal have mercy on us. (thrice) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever, and unto the ages 

of ages. Amen. 

Holy Immortal have mercy on us. 

Holy God, Holy mighty, Holy Immortal have mercy on us. 

 

THE APOSTOLOS & THE GOSPEL 

PROKEIMENON, TONE 8 

Make your vows and pay them to the Lord our God. (Ps.75:10a) {twice} 

Verse: In Judea is God known, His name is great in Israel. (Ps.75:1) 

Make your vows and pay them to the Lord our God. 

APOSTOLOS OF THE 9TH
 SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST:  

Reader: The reading is from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians §128 (3:9-17) 

Brethren, we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, God’s building. According to the 

grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a foundation, and another man is 

building upon it. Let each man take care how he builds upon it. For no other foundation can 

anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if any one builds on the foundation 

with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay or straw, each man’s work will become manifest; 

for the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test what sort of 

work each one has done. If the work which any man has built on the foundation survives, he will 

receive a reward. If any man’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be 

saved, but only as through fire. Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit 

dwells in you? If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy him; for God’s temple is holy, 

and you are that temple. 

ALLELUIA, IN TONE 8 

Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  

Verse 1: Come let us rejoice in the Lord, let us shout with jubilation unto God our Sav-

iour. (Ps.94:1) 

Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  

Verse 2: Let us come before His countenance with thanksgiving, and with psalms let us shout in 

jubilation unto Him. (Ps.94:2) 

Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  
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GOSPEL OF THE 9TH
 SUNDAY OF MATTHEW: 

Reader: The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew §59 (14:22-34). 

Choir: Glory the Thee O Lord, Glory to Thee.  

Reader: At that time, Jesus made the Disciples get into the boat and go before Him to the other 

side, while He dismissed the crowds. And after He had dismissed the crowds, He went up on the 

mountain by Himself to pray. When evening came, He was there alone, but the Disciples’ boat 

by this time was many furlongs distant from the land, beaten by the waves; for the wind was 

against them. And in the fourth watch of the night He came to them, walking on the sea. But when 

the Disciples saw Jesus walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they 

cried out for fear. But immediately He spoke to them, saying, “Take heart, it is I; have no fear.” 

And Peter answered Him, “Lord, if it is Thee, bid me come to Thee on the water.” He said, 

“Come.” So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water and came to Jesus; but when he 

saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out, “Lord, save me!” Jesus immedi-

ately reached out His hand and caught him, saying to him, “O man of little faith, why did you 

doubt?” And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat worshiped Him, 

saying, “Truly, Thou art the Son of God.” And when they had crossed over, they came to land at 

Gennesaret. 

Choir: Glory the Thee O Lord, Glory to Thee.  

Then we sing the following, in tone 6 

Choir: Remember us, O Lord, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 

• Remember us, O Master, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 

• Remember us, O Holy One, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 

The heavenly choir praiseth Thee and saith: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth; heaven and earth 

are full of Thy glory. 

Verse: Come unto Him, and be enlightened and your faces shall not be ashamed. 

The heavenly choir praiseth Thee and saith: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth; heaven and earth 

are full of Thy glory. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

The choir of Holy angels and archangels, with all the heavenly hosts praiseth Thee and saith: 

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth; heaven and earth are full of Thy glory. 

Both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages.  Amen. 

 

THE SYMBOL OF FAITH 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible 

and invisible; 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Only-begotten, Begotten of the Father before 

all worlds, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, Begotten, not made; of one essence with the 

Father, by whom all things were made: Who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven, and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and was made man; And was 

crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate, and suffered and was buried; And the third day He rose 

again, according to the Scriptures; And ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of the 

Father; And He shall come again with glory to judge the living and the dead, Whose kingdom 

shall have no end. 
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And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life, Who proceedeth from the Father, 

Who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified, Who spake by the Proph-

ets;  

And I believe in One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the 

remission of sins. I look for the Resurrection of the dead, And the Life of the world to come. 

Amen. 

Leader: Remit, pardon, forgive, O God, our offenses, both voluntary and involuntary, in deed and 

word, in knowledge and ignorance, by day and by night, in mind and thought; forgive us all 

things, for Thou art good and the Lover of mankind. 

All: Amen 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done on 

earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil 

one. 

Leader: O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on us. 

All: Amen. 

Kontakia: 

KONTAKION OF THE RESURRECTION IN TONE EIGHT 

(**As first-fruits of our nature**) 

Arising from the tomb, O mighty Saviour, Thou didst rouse the dead; * Thou didst raise Adam; 

while Eve danceth for joy at Thy blest Resurrection, O Lord. * And the world’s farthest regions 

* keep the festival on Thine arising from the dead * with gladness and thanksgiving, O Thou Who 

art greatly merciful. 

KONTAKION OF ST. STEPHEN IN TONE EIGHT 

Thou wast the first to be sown upon earth by the Heavenly Husbandman, O all-famed Stephen; 

thou wast the first to shed thy blood upon the earth for Christ, O blessed one; thou wast the first 

to be honoured by Him with the crown of victory in Heaven, as the spearhead of the athletes, O 

first crowned champion of the Martyrs. 

KONTAKION OF THE TRANSFIGURATION IN TONE SEVEN 

Thou wast transfigured on the mount, and Thy Disciples, in so far as they were able, beheld Thy 

glory, O Christ our God; so that, when they should see Thee crucified, they would remember that 

all Thy suffering was voluntary, and could declare to all the world that Thou art truly the effulgent 

Splendor of the Father. 

 

Leader: Lord, have mercy.  (12 times) 

O All-Holy Trinity, the consubstantial dominion, the indivisible Kingdom, and cause of every 

Good: Show Thy good will even unto me a sinner; make steadfast my heart and grant it under-

standing, and take away mine every defilement; enlighten my mind that I may glorify, hymn, 

worship, and say: 

Choir: One is Holy, One is Lord, Jesus Christ, to the Glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

PSALM 33 

Reader: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto 

ages of ages.  Amen 

I will bless the Lord at all times, His praise shall continually be in my mouth. In the Lord shall 

my soul be praised; let the meek hear and be glad. O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt 
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His name together. I sought the Lord, and He heard me, and delivered me from all my tribulations. 

Come unto Him, and be enlightened, and your faces shall not be ashamed. This poor man cried, 

and the Lord heard him, and saved him out of all his tribulations. The angel of the Lord will 

encamp round about them that fear Him, and will deliver them. O taste and see that the Lord is 

good; blessed is the man that hopeth in Him. O fear the Lord, all ye His saints; for there is no 

want to them that fear Him. Rich men have turned poor and gone hungry; but they that seek the 

Lord shall not be deprived of any good thing. Come ye children, hearken unto me; I will teach 

you the fear of the Lord. What man is there that desireth life, who loveth to see good days? Keep 

thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking guile. Turn away from evil, and do good; seek 

peace, and pursue it. The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and His ears are opened unto 

their supplication. The face of the Lord is against them that do evil, utterly to destroy the remem-

brance of them from the earth. The righteous cried, and the Lord heard them, and He delivered 

them out of all their tribulations. The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a contrite heart, and He 

will save the humble of spirit. Many are the tribulations of the righteous, and the Lord shall deliver 

them out of them all. The Lord keepeth all their bones, not one of them shall be broken. The death 

of sinners is evil, and they that hate the righteous shall do wrong. The Lord will redeem the souls 

of His servants, and none of them will do wrong that hope in Him.  

THE HYMN TO THE THEOTOKOS 

It is truly meet and right to bless thee, O Theotokos, who art ever blessed and all-blameless, and 

the Mother of our God. More honourable than the cherubim and more glorious beyond compare 

than the seraphim, thou who without corruption bearest God the Word and art truly Theotokos: 

We magnify thee. 

READING(S)  

THE RECOVERY OF THE HOLY RELICS OF THE PROTO-MARTYR  

STEPHEN THE ARCHDEACON 

The Transfer of the Relics of the Holy Protomartyr Stephen from Jerusalem to Constantinople 

took place about the year 428. 

After the holy Protomartyr Archdeacon Stephen was stoned by the Jews, they left his holy body 

unburied to be devoured by the beasts and birds. After a day and a night the renowned Jewish 

teacher of the Law, Gamaliel sent people to take up the body of the Protomartyr. Gamaliel buried 

him on his own property, in his own tomb, not far from Jerusalem. 

When Lord’s secret disciple Nicodemus died, Gamaliel also buried him near the grave of Saint 

Stephen. Afterwards Gamaliel himself, who had been baptized with his son Abibas, was buried 

near the grave of the Protomartyr Stephen and Saint Nicodemus.  

In the year 415 the relics of the saint were uncovered in a miraculous manner and solemnly 

transferred to Jerusalem by Bishop John and the bishops Eutonius of Sebaste and Eleutherius of 

Jericho. From that time healings took place from the relics. 

Afterwards, during the reign of holy Emperor Theodosius the Younger (408-450), the relics of 

the holy Protomartyr Stephen were transferred from Jerusalem to Constantinople and placed in 

the church of the holy deacon Laurence (August 10). When a church dedicated to the Protomartyr 

Stephen was built, the relics were transferred there on August 2. Saint Stephen’s right hand is 

preserved in the Serapionov chamber of the Trinity-Sergius Lavra. [From oca.org] 

 

*  *  * 

SAINT PHOTINE THE WONDERWORKER OF CARPASIA IN CYPRUS 
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In the village of Agios Andronikos of Yialousa in the Karpas peninsula, there is the cave where 

Saint Photini the Cypriot, who in Cyprus is known as Saint Fotou, lived an ascetic life and who 

is one of the most beloved saints of the region. When the residents of the village discovered the 

cave, they declared Saint Fotou as patron saint of the village and built a church in her honor under 

Archbishop Chrysanthos (1767-1810), in the 18th century.  

Every year on the eve of the feast of Saint Fotou, which is on August 2nd, thousands of faithful 

from across the Karpas but also from other parts of Cyprus filled the village of Agios Andronikos 

where they made temporary huts and began one of the biggest festivals of the island, with plenty 

of songs, dances, food and drink. The village of Agios Andronikos was until 1964 a mixed village 

and thus the Turkish Cypriot residents also participated and celebrated at the festival together 

with the Greek Cypriots.  

Despite the love that people from the Karpas have for Saint Fotou, there is no information about 

her life, her origin, and the time she lived. What is known about her is based on tradition and the 

historian Leontios Machairas.  

Local tradition from the Karpas says that Saint Fotou came from the village of Rizokarpaso and 

was of humble parentage. From a young age she rejected secular life and marriage, and left to 

live an ascetic life in a cave which she carved out herself. There, Saint Fotou lived a holy life, 

with prayer, fasting, abstinence, virginity, and a life fully devoted to God.  

Tradition says also that Saint Fotou performed miracles even when she was alive. When she 

died, she was buried by faithful and devout Christians. In her tomb which was discovered by 

divine revelation, the following words were written: "Photini, Virgin Bride of Christ.  

This divine revelation took place during the 15th century as the historian Leontios Macheras 

states. He writes in his "Chronikon" the following:  

"By the Karpas peninsula at the village of Agios Andronikos, there was found a little while ago 

by God's revelation, the tomb of Saint Photini, and her cave is below the earth. It has a Holy Altar 

and a place of worship and has Holy Water which runs very deep in depth, and with each new 

moon the top of the water turns into ice and afterwards people lift it off and it starts melting into 

small particles as thin as dust. The blind take these small particles and rub them on their eyes and 

the blind get well and can see." Saint Fotou in particular is believed to cure diseases of the eyes. 

Her tomb is underground and is carved with 23 steps and the holy water is deep in the cave. After 

becoming refugees, the residents of Agios Andronikos carried the bones of Saint Fotou to the free 

areas of Cyprus and placed them in the newly built church of the Apostle Andrew at the Kolossi 

refugee settlement in Limassol. The well with the holy water is said to have dried up since the 

Turkish settlement of Northern Cyprus in 1974.  

From 1974 until 2003, the Church of Saint Fotou at the village of Agios Andronikos which you 

can see in the pictures, was used by the Turks as a stable for sheep after first being desecrated and 

pillaged. [From Mystagogy] 

 

*  *  * 

SAINT BASIL WONDERWORKER OF MOSCOW, FOOL FOR CHRIST’S SAKE 

Saint Basil the Blessed, Wonderworker of Moscow, was born in December 1468 on the portico 

of the Elokhov church in honor of the Vladimir Icon of the Most Holy Theotokos outside Mos-

cow. His parents were commoners and sent their son to be trained as a cobbler.  

During Basil’s apprenticeship, the master happened to witness a remarkable occurrence, which 

showed him that his student was no ordinary man. A certain merchant had brought grain to Mos-
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cow on a barge and then went to order boots, specifying that they be made in a particular way, 

since he would not pick them up for a year. Blessed Basil wept and said, “I wish you would cancel 

the order, since you will never wear them.”  

When the perplexed master questioned his apprentice he explained that the man would not wear 

the boots, for he would soon die. After several days the prediction came true. 

When he was sixteen, the saint arrived in Moscow and began the difficult exploit of foolishness 

for Christ. In the burning summer heat and in the winter’s harsh frost, he walked about barefoot 

through the streets of Moscow. His actions were strange: here he would upset a stand with kalachi, 

and there he would spill a jug with kvas. Angry merchants throttled the blessed one, but he en-

dured the beatings with joy and he thanked God for them. Then it was discovered that the kalachi 

were poorly cooked, and the kvas was badly prepared. The reputation of Saint Basil quickly grew, 

and people saw him as a holy fool, a man of God, and a denouncer of wrong. 

A certain merchant wanted to build a stone church on Pokrovna in Moscow, but its arches col-

lapsed three times. The merchant turned to the saint for advice, and he pointed him toward Kiev. 

“Find there John the Cripple,” he said. “He will advise you how to construct the church.”  

Traveling to Kiev, the merchant sought out John, who sat in a poor hut and rocked an empty 

cradle. “Whom do you rock?” asked the merchant. “I weep for my beloved mother, who was 

made poor by my birth and upbringing.” Only then did the merchant remember his own mother, 

whom he had thrown out of the house. Then it became clear to him why he was not able to build 

the church. Returning to Moscow, he brought his mother home, begged her forgiveness, and built 

the church. 

Preaching mercy, the blessed one helped those who were ashamed to ask for alms, but who were 

more in need of help than others. Once, he gave away a rich imperial present to a foreign merchant 

who was left without anything at all. Although the man had eaten nothing for three days, he was 

not able to beg for food, since he wore fine clothing. 

The saint harshly condemned those who gave alms for selfish reasons, not out of compassion 

for the poor and destitute, but hoping for an easy way to attract God’s blessings upon their affairs. 

Once, the saint saw a devil in the guise of a beggar. He sat at the gates of the All-Pure Virgin’s 

church, and he gave speedy help in their affairs to everyone who gave alms. The saint exposed 

the wicked trick and drove the devil away.  

For the salvation of his neighbor, Saint Basil also visited the taverns, where he tried to see a 

grain of goodness, even in people very much gone to ruin, and to strengthen and encourage them 

by kindness. Many observed that when the saint passed by a house in which they made merry and 

drank, he wept and clutched the corners of that house. They inquired of the fool what this meant, 

and he answered: “Angels stand in sorrow at the house and are distressed by the sins of the people, 

but I entreat them with tears to pray to the Lord for the conversion of sinners.” 

Purified by great deeds and by the prayer of his soul, the saint was also given the gift of fore-

seeing the future. In 1547 he predicted the great fire of Moscow; through prayer he extinguished 

a fire at Novgorod; and once he reproached Tsar Ivan the Terrible, because during the divine 

services he was preoccupied with thoughts of building a palace on the Vorobiev hills. 

Saint Basil died on August 2, 1557. Saint Macarius, Metropolitan of Moscow served the saint’s 

funeral with many clergy. His body was buried in the cemetery of Trinity church, where in 1554, 

the Protection cathedral was built in memory of the conquest of Kazan. His Holiness Patriarch 

Job glorified Saint Basil the Blessed at a Council on August 2, 1588. 
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In an early icon, Saint Basil is portrayed as old, with white hair curling at the ears, and a short, 

curly white beard. He is completely naked, and holds a handkerchief in his hand. The veneration 

of Saint Basil the Blessed was always so strong that the Trinity temple and the attached Protection 

church were renamed for him [the famous Saint Basil’s Cathedral in Moscow]. 

The saint’s chains are preserved at the Moscow Spiritual Academy. [From oca.org] 

THE DISMISSAL 

The Leader bows toward the icon of Christ on the iconostasis, saying: 

Leader: Glory to thee, O Christ our God and our Hope, glory to thee. 

All: Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever, and unto ages 

of ages. Amen. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. O Lord, bless. 

Leader: O Thou Who rose again from the dead, Christ our true God, through the intercessions of 

his all-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother; of our venerable and God-bearing fathers; of 

the Holy Myrrh-Bearer and Equal to the Apostles Mary Magdalene, protector of this community; 

of the holy, glorious and right-victorious Proto-martyr Stephen the Archdeacon; Venerable Pho-

teini the wonderworker of Carpasia in Cyprus; and Blessed Basil the fool-for-Christ, wonder-

worker of Moscow, whose memory we celebrate today, and of all the saints: have mercy on us, 

and save us, for Thou art good and lovest mankind. 
 

Then, facing the icon of Christ, on the iconostasis, the Leader says: 

Leader: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy on us, 

and save us.  

All: Amen. 


