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Due to copyright restrictions, these works may not be further reproduced, 

beyond printing out a single copy for personal non-commercial use. 

 

READER’S TYPIKA ON DECEMBER 25 
(Irrespective on which day of the week December 25 falls) 

 

The Nativity according to the Flesh of  
Our Lord, God, and Saviour Jesus Christ 

 
Leader: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy on us, 

and save us. 

Reader: Amen.  

THE TRISAGION PRAYERS 

People: Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have mercy on us. (Thrice) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages.  Amen 

All-holy Trinity, have mercy on us. Lord, cleanse us from our sins. Master, pardon our iniqui-

ties. Holy One, visit and heal our infirmities for thy Name’s sake. 

Lord, have mercy.  (Thrice) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages.  Amen 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done on 

earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil 

one. 

Leader:  O Lord, Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on us.  

All: Amen. 

Reader: Lord, have mercy.  (12 times) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages.  Amen. 

O come, let us worship and fall down before God our King. 

O come, let us worship and fall down before Christ, our King and our God. 

O come, let us worship and fall down before the Very Christ, our King and our God. 

 

THE FIRST FESTAL ANTIPHON IN TONE TWO 

Verse: I will confess Thee, O Lord, with my whole heart; I will tell of all Thy wonders. (Ps. 9:1) 

Refrain: Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us. 

Verse: In the council of the upright and in the congregation, great are the works of the Lord. (Ps. 

110:1-2) 

Refrain: Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us. 

Verse: They are sought out in all the things that He hath willed. (Ps. 110:2) 

Refrain: Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us. 
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Verse: Confession and majesty are His works, and His righteousness abideth unto ages of ages. 

(Ps. 110:3) 

Refrain: Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us. 

Verse: Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; both now and ever and unto ages 

of ages. Amen. 

Refrain: Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us. 

 

THE SECOND FESTAL ANTIPHON IN TONE TWO 

Verse: Blessed is the man that feareth the Lord; in His commandments shall be greatly delight. 

(Ps. 111:1) 

Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who wast born of a Virgin, who sing to thee:  Alleluia. 

Verse: His seed shall be mighty upon the earth; the generation of the upright shall be blessed. (Ps. 

111:2) 

Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who wast born of a Virgin, who sing to thee:  Alleluia. 

Verse: Glory and riches shall be in his house, and his righteousness abideth unto ages of ages. 

(Ps. 111:3) 

Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who wast born of a Virgin, who sing to thee:  Alleluia. 

Verse: There hath risen up in darkness a light for the upright; he is merciful and compassionate 

and righteous. (Ps. 111:4) 

Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who wast born of a Virgin, who sing to thee:  Alleluia. 

Verse: Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; both now and ever and unto ages 

of ages. Amen. 

THE HYMN OF JUSTINIAN 

Choir: Only-begotten Son and Word of God, who art im-mortal, who for our salvation willed to 

be incarnate of the Holy Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary, and without change became man; and 

wast crucified, O Christ our God, and trampled down death by death; who art one of the Holy 

Trinity, glorified together with the Father and the Holy Spirit: save us. 

 

THE THIRD FESTAL ANTIPHON IN TONE FOUR 

Verse:  The Lord said unto my Lord: Sit Thou at My right hand. (Ps. 109:1) 

Choir (Apolytikion of the Nativity): Thy Nativity, O Christ our God, hath shone to the world the 

light of wisdom! For by it, those who worshipped the stars, were taught by a star to adore Thee, 

the Sun of righteousness, and to know Thee, the Orient from on high. O Lord, glory to Thee!    

Verse:  Until I make Thine enemies the footstool of Thy feet. (Ps. 109:1)  

Choir (Apolytikion of the Nativity): Thy Nativity, O Christ our God, hath shone to the world the 

light of wisdom! For by it, those who worshipped the stars, were taught by a star to adore Thee, 

the Sun of righteousness, and to know Thee, the Orient from on high. O Lord, glory to Thee!    

Verse: A scepter of power shall the Lord send unto Thee out of Sion. (Ps. 109:2)  

Choir (Apolytikion of the Nativity): Thy Nativity, O Christ our God, hath shone to the world the 

light of wisdom! For by it, those who worshipped the stars, were taught by a star to adore Thee, 

the Sun of righteousness, and to know Thee, the Orient from on high. O Lord, glory to Thee!    

Verse: With Thee is dominion in the day of Thy power, in the splendor of Thy saints. (Ps. 109:3) 

Choir (Apolytikion of the Nativity): Thy Nativity, O Christ our God, hath shone to the world the 

light of wisdom! For by it, those who worshipped the stars, were taught by a star to adore Thee, 

the Sun of righteousness, and to know Thee, the Orient from on high. O Lord, glory to Thee! 
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THE FESTAL EISODIKON 

Verse: From the womb before the morning-star have I begotten Thee. The Lord hath sworn and 

will not repent: Thou art a priest forever, after the order of Melchizedek. 

Choir: O Son of God, Who wast born of a Virgin, save us who sing to thee:   Alleluia, Alleluia, 

Alleluia. 

APOLYTIKION OF THE NATIVITY IN TONE FOUR 

Thy Nativity, O Christ our God, hath shone to the world the light of wisdom! For by it, those who 

worshipped the stars, were taught by a star to adore Thee, the Sun of righteousness, and to know 

Thee, the Orient from on high. O Lord, glory to Thee! 

 

Do not sing the Apolytikion of the Patron Saint! 

 

THE ANTI-TRISAGION HYMN 

Choir: As many as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. Alleluia. (thrice) 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; both now and ever and unto ages of 

ages. Amen. 

Have put on Christ. Alleluia. 

As many as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. Alleluia. 

 

THE APOSTOLOS & THE GOSPEL 

PROKEIMENON, IN TONE 8 

Let all the earth worship Thee and chant unto Thee; let them chant unto Thy Name, O Most High. 

(Ps. 65:4) {twice} 

Verse: Shout with jubilation unto the Lord all the earth; chant ye unto His Name, give glory in 

praise of Him. (Ps. 65:1-2) 

Let all the earth worship Thee and chant unto Thee; let them chant unto Thy Name, O Most High. 

APOSTOLOS FOR THE FEAST: 

Reader: The reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians §209 (4:4-7)  

Brethren, when the time had fully come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under 

the Law, to redeem those who were under the Law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 

And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! 

Father!”  Therefore, you are no longer a slave but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through 

Christ. 

ALLELUIA, IN TONE 8 

Choir: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Verse 1: The heavens declare the glory of God, and the firmament proclaimeth the work of His 

hands. (Ps. 18:2) 

Choir: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Verse 2: Day unto day poureth forth speech, and night unto night proclaimeth knowledge. (Ps. 

18:2) 

Choir: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  

GOSPEL FOR THE FEAST: 

Reader: The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Saint Matthew §3 (2:1-12) 

Choir: Glory the Thee O Lord, Glory to Thee.  
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Reader: Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, 

wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is He who has been born king of the 

Jews? For we have seen His star in the East, and have come to worship Him.” When Herod the 

king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the chief priests 

and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. They told him, 

“In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it is written by the prophet: ‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land 

of Judea, are by no means least among the rulers of Judea; for from you shall come a ruler who 

will govern My people Israel.’” Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained 

from them what time the star appeared; and he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search 

diligently for the child, and when you have found Him bring me word, that I too may come and 

worship Him.” When they had heard the king they went their way; and lo, the star which they had 

seen in the East went before them, until it came to rest over the place where the child was.  When 

they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy; and going into the house they saw the 

child with Mary His mother, and they fell down and worshiped Him. Then, opening their treas-

ures, they offered Him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. And being warned in a dream not 

to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way. 

Choir: Glory the Thee O Lord, Glory to Thee.  

 

Then we sing the following, in tone 6 

Choir: Remember us, O Lord, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 

• Remember us, O Master, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 

• Remember us, O Holy One, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom. 

The heavenly choir praiseth Thee and saith: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth; heaven and earth 

are full of Thy glory. 

Verse: Come unto Him, and be enlightened and your faces shall not be ashamed. 

The heavenly choir praiseth Thee and saith: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth; heaven and earth 

are full of Thy glory. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

The choir of Holy angels and archangels, with all the heavenly hosts praiseth Thee and saith: 

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth; heaven and earth are full of Thy glory. 

Both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages.  Amen. 

 

THE SYMBOL OF FAITH 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible 

and invisible; 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Only-begotten, Begotten of the Father before 

all worlds, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, Begotten, not made; of one essence with the 

Father, by whom all things were made: Who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven, and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and was made man; And was 

crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate, and suffered and was buried; And the third day He rose 

again, according to the Scriptures; And ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of the 

Father; And He shall come again with glory to judge the living and the dead, Whose kingdom 

shall have no end. 
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And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life, Who proceedeth from the Father, 

Who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified, Who spake by the Proph-

ets;  

And I believe in One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the 

remission of sins. I look for the Resurrection of the dead, And the Life of the world to come. 

Amen. 

Leader: Remit, pardon, forgive, O God, our offenses, both voluntary and involuntary, in deed and 

word, in knowledge and ignorance, by day and by night, in mind and thought; forgive us all 

things, for Thou art good and the Lover of mankind. 

All: Amen 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done on 

earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil 

one. 

 

Leader: O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on us. 

All: Amen. 

KONTAKION OF THE NATIVITY IN TONE THREE (**Original melody**) 

Today the Virgin giveth birth to the Transcendent in essence.  The earth offereth the cave to the 

unapproachable One.  Angels with shepherds glorify, and Magi journey with a star; for a new 

Child hath been born for our sakes, the pre-eternal God. 

 

Leader: Lord, have mercy.  (12 times) 

O All-Holy Trinity, the consubstantial dominion, the indivisible Kingdom, and cause of every 

Good: Show Thy good will even unto me a sinner; make steadfast my heart and grant it under-

standing, and take away mine every defilement; enlighten my mind that I may glorify, hymn, 

worship, and say: 

Choir: One is Holy, One is Lord, Jesus Christ, to the Glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 

PSALM 33 

Reader: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and unto 

ages of ages.  Amen 

I will bless the Lord at all times, His praise shall continually be in my mouth. In the Lord shall 

my soul be praised; let the meek hear and be glad. O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt 

His name together. I sought the Lord, and He heard me, and delivered me from all my tribulations. 

Come unto Him, and be enlightened, and your faces shall not be ashamed. This poor man cried, 

and the Lord heard him, and saved him out of all his tribulations. The angel of the Lord will 

encamp round about them that fear Him, and will deliver them. O taste and see that the Lord is 

good; blessed is the man that hopeth in Him. O fear the Lord, all ye His saints; for there is no 

want to them that fear Him. Rich men have turned poor and gone hungry; but they that seek the 

Lord shall not be deprived of any good thing. Come ye children, hearken unto me; I will teach 

you the fear of the Lord. What man is there that desireth life, who loveth to see good days? Keep 

thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking guile. Turn away from evil, and do good; seek 

peace, and pursue it. The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and His ears are opened unto 

their supplication. The face of the Lord is against them that do evil, utterly to destroy the 
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remembrance of them from the earth. The righteous cried, and the Lord heard them, and He de-

livered them out of all their tribulations. The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a contrite heart, 

and He will save the humble of spirit. Many are the tribulations of the righteous, and the Lord 

shall deliver them out of them all. The Lord keepeth all their bones, not one of them shall be 

broken. The death of sinners is evil, and they that hate the righteous shall do wrong. The Lord 

will redeem the souls of His servants, and none of them will do wrong that hope in Him.  

 

THE HYMN TO THE THEOTOKOS IN TONE ONE 

(The Refrain and Irmos of 9th Ode of the 1st Matins Canon) 

Choir: Magnify, O my soul, her who is greater in honor and more glorious than the hosts on 

high. 

A strange and marvelous mystery do I behold, the cave is a heaven, the Virgin a cherubic throne, 

the manger a space wherein Christ God the Uncontainable One has reclined Him do we praise 

and magnify. 

NOTE: 

According to the Greek & Arabic Typikons, when the Feast falls either on Sunday or Monday 

(days on which the Liturgy of St. Basil the Great would be served), instead of the above, 

we can sing the Hymn from the Liturgy of St. Basil, in tone 8: 

In thee, O full of grace, all creation rejoiceth, the assembly of angels and the race of men. O 

sanctified temple and spiritual paradise, the glory of virgins, from whom God was incarnate 

and became a little child: our God before the ages. He made thy body into a throne, and thy 

womb he made more spacious than the heavens. In thee, O full of grace, all creation rejoices. 

Glory to thee! 

 

THE NATIVITY SERMON OF ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM 

Behold a new and wondrous mystery. 

My ears resound to the Shepherd’s song, piping no soft melody, but chanting full forth a heav-

enly hymn. The Angels sing. The Archangels blend their voice in harmony. The Cherubim hymn 

their joyful praise. The Seraphim exalt His glory. All join to praise this holy feast, beholding the 

Godhead here on earth, and man in heaven. He Who is above, now for our redemption dwells 

here below; and he that was lowly is by divine mercy raised. 

Bethlehem this day resembles heaven; hearing from the stars the singing of angelic voices; and 

in place of the sun, enfolds within itself on every side, the Sun of justice. And ask not how: for 

where God wills, the order of nature yields. For He willed; He had the power; He descended; He 

redeemed; all things yielded in obedience to God. This day He Who is, is Born; and He Who is, 

becomes what He was not. For when He was God, He became man; yet not departing from the 

Godhead that is His. Nor yet by any loss of divinity became He man, nor through increase became 

He God from man; but being the Word He became flesh, His nature, because of impassability, 

remaining unchanged. 

And so the kings have come, and they have seen the heavenly King that has come upon the 

earth, not bringing with Him Angels, nor Archangels, nor Thrones, nor Dominations, nor Powers, 

nor Principalities, but, treading a new and solitary path, He has come forth from a spotless womb. 

Since this heavenly birth cannot be described, neither does His coming amongst us in these days 

permit of too curious scrutiny. Though I know that a Virgin this day gave birth, and I believe that 
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God was begotten before all time, yet the manner of this generation I have learned to venerate in 

silence and I accept that this is not to be probed too curiously with wordy speech.   

For with God we look not for the order of nature, but rest our faith in the power of Him who 

works.  

What shall I say to you; what shall I tell you? I behold a Mother who has brought forth; I see a 

Child come to this light by birth. The manner of His conception I cannot comprehend.  

Nature here rested, while the Will of God labored. O ineffable grace! The Only Begotten, Who 

is before all ages, Who cannot be touched or be perceived, Who is simple, without body, has now 

put on my body, that is visible and liable to corruption. For what reason? That coming amongst 

us he may teach us, and teaching, lead us by the hand to the things that men cannot see. For since 

men believe that the eyes are more trustworthy than the ears, they doubt of that which they do not 

see, and so He has deigned to show Himself in bodily presence, that He may remove all doubt. 

Christ, finding the holy body and soul of the Virgin, builds for Himself a living temple, and as 

He had willed, formed there a man from the Virgin; and, putting Him on, this day came forth; 

unashamed of the lowliness of our nature.  

For it was to Him no lowering to put on what He Himself had made. Let that handiwork be 

forever glorified, which became the cloak of its own Creator. For as in the first creation of flesh, 

man could not be made before the clay had come into His hand, so neither could this corruptible 

body be glorified, until it had first become the garment of its Maker.  

What shall I say! And how shall I describe this Birth to you? For this wonder fills me with 

astonishment. The Ancient of days has become an infant. He Who sits upon the sublime and 

heavenly Throne, now lies in a manger. And He Who cannot be touched, Who is simple, without 

complexity, and incorporeal, now lies subject to the hands of men. He Who has broken the bonds 

of sinners, is now bound by an infants bands. But He has decreed that ignominy shall become 

honor, infamy be clothed with glory, and total humiliation the measure of His Goodness.  

For this He assumed my body, that I may become capable of His Word; taking my flesh, He 

gives me His spirit; and so He bestowing and I receiving, He prepares for me the treasure of Life. 

He takes my flesh, to sanctify me; He gives me His Spirit that He may save me.  

Come, then, let us observe the Feast. Truly wondrous is the whole chronicle of the Nativity. For 

this day the ancient slavery is ended, the devil confounded, the demons take to flight, the power 

of death is broken, paradise is unlocked, the curse is taken away, sin is removed from us, error 

driven out, truth has been brought back, the speech of kindliness diffused, and spreads on every 

side, a heavenly way of life has been ¡in planted on the earth, angels communicate with men 

without fear, and men now hold speech with angels.  

Why is this? Because God is now on earth, and man in heaven; on every side all things com-

mingle. He became Flesh. He did not become God. He was God. Wherefore He became flesh, so 

that He Whom heaven did not contain, a manger would this day receive. He was placed in a 

manger, so that He, by whom all things are nourished, may receive an infants food from His 

Virgin Mother. So, the Father of all ages, as an infant at the breast, nestles in the virginal arms, 

that the Magi may more easily see Him. Since this day the Magi too have come, and made a 

beginning of withstanding tyranny; and the heavens give glory, as the Lord is revealed by a star. 

To Him, then, Who out of confusion has wrought a clear path, to Christ, to the Father, and to 

the Holy Spirit, we offer all praise, now and forever. Amen. [From antiochian.org] 
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THE LITTLE DISMISSAL 

The Leader bows toward the icon of Christ on the iconostasis, saying: 

Leader: Glory to thee, O Christ our God and our Hope, glory to thee. 

All: Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever, and unto ages 

of ages. Amen. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. O Lord, bless. 

Leader: O Thou Who deigned to be born in a cave and to lay in a manger for the sake of our 

salvation, Christ our true God, through the intercessions of His all-immaculate and all-blameless 

holy Mother; of our venerable and God-bearing fathers; of the Holy Equal to the Apostles and 

Myrrh-Bearer Mary Magdalene, protector of this community; and of all the saints: have mercy 

on us, and save us, for Thou art good and lovest mankind. 

 

Then, facing the icon of Christ, on the iconostasis, the Leader says: 

Leader: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy on us, 

and save us.  

All: Amen. 


